








Michael W. Klemens, PhD 
135 Farnum Road 

Lakeville, CT 06039 
July 9th 2022 

 

Town of Salisbury 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency 
Via email c/o Abby Conroy Land Use Administrator 
 
In RE: 2022 IW-064D 47 Dimond Road, Lakeville CT 05/01 and 05/38 

Dear Members of the Town of Salisbury Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission: 

I am writing to you as a private citizen concerning two vernal pools located on the former Lee 

Farm property.  These are located in steeply graded rocky terrain just east of the New York 

State line.  These are within the areas proposed for timber harvest (see aerial sketch map/page 

4 of the application for a declaratory ruling).     

I studied these pools several years ago and documented a rich diversity of vernal pool obligate 

(= indicator) species.  Two of these are of special note, the Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma 

jeffersonianum) and Marbled Salamander (Ambystoma opacum).  These occurrences were 

reported to the NDDB and are mapped on pages 89 and 99 of the DEEP publication: Klemens, 

M. W., Hank J. Gruner, Dennis P. Quinn, and Eric R. Davison (2021): Conservation of Amphibians 

and Reptiles in Connecticut.  There is a copy of this publication on file at the Salisbury Land Use 

Office.  

The significance of the Jefferson Salamander is that it is a State-listed Special Concern Species 

and requires forested un-fragmented habitat blocks.   This species and its location was reported 

the NDDB upon its discovery.  There are eight -known occurrences of this species in Salisbury, 

three of which (including this site) were confirmed as extant post -1993.   

The marbled salamander is extremely rare in the upland areas of the State.  This site is the only 

known population of this species within the Town of Salisbury.  Examination of the range map 

(page 99 of Klemens et. al. 2021) demonstrates how scarce this species is in the northwestern 

hills.  The closest extant sites (post-1993) to this population are to the east in Granby, and to 

the south in Kent. 

Your counsel can advise you as to the mechanics of the forestry exemption.  From my 

perspective, I do not disagree with the right of the applicant to conduct forestry, but forestry 

should be conducted in a manner that respects the unique wetlands resources on the site.  The 

forestry exemption should not provide carte blanche to impact a site when there are readily 



available feasible and prudent alternatives that conserve wetlands and wetland-dependent 

wildlife, while permitting responsible forestry operations.  There are many different ways to log 

a site.  Some are very destructive, while others are designed and managed to conserve 

wetlands and wetland dependent wildlife.  I am attaching a publication that provides guidance 

on how to responsibly conduct forestry operations in areas where there are vernal pools (MCA-

Tech 6) which is being used by the CT-DEEP Forestry Division, as well other states.  My personal 

opinion is that the publication attached to this letter serves as a feasible and prudent 

alternative and provides the necessary balance between the rights of the property owner to 

conduct forestry operations and the public trust in the wetlands and natural resources of the 

State.  I am also attaching my CV to provide my professional credentials to serve as an expert 

witness in the conservation of vernal pools, amphibians and reptiles, and conservation. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael W. Klemens, PhD 

Research Associate in Herpetology 
American Museum of Natural History, New York 
 
 
Attachment:   MCA-Tech 6 
  Klemens CV  
 
Cc: Wildlife Division/NDDB, CT-DEEP 
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20 July 2022 
 

 
Abby Conroy 
Land Use Administrator 
Town of Salisbury, Connecticut 
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission 
 
Dear Ms. Conroy,  
 
I hope this letter finds you well. I write in regards to the letter and email sent on 9 July 2022 by Dr. 
Michael Klemens, on which we were both copied.   
 
Dr. Klemens’ letter mentioned concerns about a proposed project near a Salisbury wetland suitable for 
bog turtle (Glyptemys muhlenbergii), a federally-threatened, state-endangered species. Projects occurring 
either in or adjacent to suitable habitat can affect bog turtles. When considering projects near bog turtle 
habitat it is good conservation practice to evaluate potential direct and indirect impacts to the species and 
the natural resources on which they depend. The 2001 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Bog Turtle 
Recovery Plan referenced in Dr. Klemens’ 9 July letter is a useful guide for such processes.  
 
This letter is not a Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB) determination. As a herpetologist with DEEP I 
simply wanted to offer some thoughts in response to Dr. Klemens’ letter. Do not hesitate to contact me 
with any questions. 
 
Very respectfully,  
 
 
 
Mike Ravesi 
Wildlife Biologist 
Sessions Woods Wildlife Management Area 
Wildlife Division 
Bureau of Natural Resources 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
860-876-9394 (work cell) 
 


















