
24 Cleveland Street Salisbury, CT

Tom Grimaldi <tdgrimaldi@gmail.com>
Tue 9/7/2021 1:29 PM
To:  Abby Conroy <aconroy@salisburyct.us>

Hi Abby:

As requested, I am writing in regard to the Porous Pavement (Aka Pervious Pavement). Maintenance is
the key to the effectiveness of porous pavement. My main concern is that since this is a private residence not a
business, where the Town of Salisbury can enforce maintenance and be successful over the long term.  Over time,
most Homeowners will not comply with on-going maintenance. There have been many cases in the CT Court
System, where private businesses have filed a maintenance Agreement on the Land Records, and did not follow
through on it. The Town(s) then have brought the Land and/or Business Owners to court only to find out that the
"agreement" cannot be enforced on private property.

Porous pavement does not mitigate the percentage of Total Suspended Solids (TSS), which could wash off of the
driveway into the wetland or watercourse. A shallow Rain Garden can be easily maintained by replacing the mulch
annually and utilizing the plantings to uptake any salt or calcium chloride, or even heavy metal, washed off of the
driveway. Porous pavement requires that the Homeowner hire a company to vacuum off the driveway multiple
times a year to maintain its effectiveness and can be quite costly versus removing/replacing mulch in a Rain
Garden. Most Homeowners see the Rain Garden as a Landscaping feature and can maintain it themselves.

These are my thoughts and reservations on Porous/Pervious Pavement. Over the years, I have seen much of this
type of pavement end up in the recycling plants as it is not maintained and eventually fails to function properly.

Lastly, when the Homeowner eventually replaces the pavement, the Town may not be aware of it and
standard bituminous pavement may end up in its place.

Any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.

Best,
Tom

Thomas D. Grimaldi 
Principal Engineer 
R.R. Hiltbrand Engineers & Surveyors, L.L.C. 
21 Copper Hill Road 
Granby, Connecticut 06035 
(860) 986-3617 (Mobile) 
(860) 653-9473 (office) 
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