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An Opportunity for 
Generations to Come
Treaty One members! Let’s 
Stand Proud, Strong and United
This is an exciting time for Treaty One 
members, and we invite you to be a part 
of it.

After almost 20 years of waiting and 
delays, the time has come to determine the 
future of our lands at Naawi-Oodena. 

Located in Winnipeg, at the former 
Kapyong Barracks, Naawi-Oodena will be 
the largest urban reserve in Canada. This 
site will include residential development, 
recreation facilities, retail and commercial 
buildings and lots of green space. 

Your vote matters now and for 
our future generations
Before construction can start, we need to 
develop the Treaty One Unified Land Code, 
which requires a successful 51% favorable 
vote from members of Peguis, Roseau 
River, Sagkeeng, and Sandy Bay. 

To learn more about the First Nation 
Land Management process, and why it’s 
important for you to vote, Treaty One will 
be hosting engagement sessions in Peguis, 
Roseau River, Sagkeeng, and Sandy Bay. 

March 2022

Treaty One will be on 
the road March 15th to 
17th. Visit our website 
at www.treaty1.ca for 
dates we will be in 
your community!

For more information  
www.treaty1.ca, or  
call (204) 783-3110 or  
email: inquiries@treaty1.ca
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Sagkeeng
Sandy Bay
Roseau River
Peguis
• Discussion with Elders 
• Food and Refreshments 
 •  Presentation & Discussion 

with Community



Development Benefits
✔ Gives us the right to own and 

manage our own lands at  
Naawi-Oodena

✔ Creates a globally recognized 
legacy project

✔ Generates revenue for our  
Treaty One communities

✔ Promotes start up and growth  
of Indigenous businesses

✔ Offers skills training and careers 
for our young people

✔ Showcases Indigenous design, 
culture and history

✔ Provides support and ongoing 
revenue for community projects

Open to all community members, we will 
be having a presentation and discussion 
session in each community the week of 
March 14th. Be sure to check our website 
and social media for updated information. 
We have great prizes available, so clear 
your calendar and invite your family 
members to join. 

Why is it important for all to 
attend 
Elders and Knowledge Keepers: 

Discussion of the importance of creating 
an economic legacy, encouraging young 
people to be involved, and sharing your 
wisdom about the importance of making 
our own decisions on our lands and 
resources. 

Treaty One members: 

Provide an overview of the vision of 
Naawi-Oodena and jointly held Treaty 
One reserve lands, and invite members 
to collaborate and play a vital role in its 
development and stewardship. 

Youth: 

Opportunity to voice what’s important for 
your future. Get involved in paving this 
path to your success, and encouraging 
your friends to do the same. 

As we step into this historic moment of 
self-governance, all Treaty One members 
must work together to plan a successful 
future, now and for generations to come. 
Please join us.

Get informed and vote on the  
Treaty One Unified Land Code,  

for the Naawi-Oodena Lands this summer!
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One Nation,  
One Vote
Treaty One members are on the edge of a 
historic moment, in which we can secure a 
successful future for our community now 
and for generations to come.

The development of Naawi-Oodena will 
create opportunities such as permanent 
jobs, a like-minded community, and 
secure residences. It will be a place to 
raise healthy children who have positive 
role models around them and possibilities 
ahead. We will raise them in community, 
where they will be encouraged to take 
pride in their identity and be safe to do so.

Some benefits of the development of 
Naawi-Oodena include:

 f Self-governance and autonomy: 
create our own opportunities and make 
our own decisions 

 f Stewardship: have the right to make 
decisions about our own lands

 f Economic power: Indigenous 
businesses will have support and 
opportunities

 f Employment: tax-free status will help 
create jobs

 f Reclamation of identity: a space to 
showcase Indigenous design, culture 
and history

 f Community and collaboration: we can 
support each other, which will elevate 
us all

But before we can make the vision 
of Naawi-Oodena a reality, there will 
be a referendum to establish the land 
management system for our jointly held 
Treaty One lands. We encourage you to 
make your vote count!

The name of the new urban 
reserve creates hope and optimism 
for generations to come, and 
represents the dream of creating 
a flourishing, desirable community 
inside Winnipeg.

In April 2021, the Treaty One 
Nation Governing Council 
approached Knowledge Keeper 
Dave Courchene Jr. from Sagkeeng 
First Nation to conduct a name-
giving ceremony for the lands of 
the former Kapyong Barracks.

Courchene returned with the name 
“Naawi-Oodena,” with the root of 
the word being “in the centre of the 
heart.” Courchene went on to say, 
with the way that the language 
is, Naawi-Oodena is, “the heart, 
[the] community of the heart.” 
Courchene explains that, “[this] 
brings back the Spiritual meaning,” 
and “we are truly at the centre of 
the continent, of Turtle Island.”

The 109-acre site will be 
transformed into the largest urban 
Indigenous community in Canada, 
with residential, commercial, 
recreational and park spaces.

The site has been abandoned since 
2004, when the 2nd Battalion, 
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry was moved to Shilo, MB, 
outside of Brandon. 

Shortly after, the federal 
government tried to sell the land, 
but Treaty One Nations collectively 
challenged the plan in court, arguing 
that outstanding Treaty agreements 
gave it a right to the site. 

Treaty One Nation won the case, 
but the federal government 
fought in court until 2015. Finally 
in 2019, a Comprehensive 
Settlement Agreement was signed, 
establishing a land transfer process.

With resistance and delays finally 
in the past, planning for the site 
moved quickly, with an official 
master plan released to the public 
in March 2021.

The Meaning and History 
of Naawi-Oodena



What’s a Land Code?
A Land Code is a law that replaces 44 
sections of the Indian Act, and allows a 
First Nation to take over responsibility 
for the management and control 
of its lands and resources. Under a 
Land Code, the Governing Council 
incorporates community guidance and 
feedback, and is accountable to all 
members in all decisions.

There are currently more than 99 First 
Nations across Canada operating under 
their own Land Codes, and almost 62 
more are in the process of developing 
their own. That makes over 1/3 of First 
Nations in Canada that are FNLM or in 
the process.

As we begin the detailed discussion on 
Land Code, it is important to stress that 
the Code will only apply and guide the 
development and management of  
 

jointly-held Treaty One Lands like at 
Naawi-Oodena. 

Having our own Land Code creates 
autonomy for Treaty One so that it 
can create economic prosperity and 
advancement for its members. It allows 
us to make decisions about our lands, 
based on our needs, without waiting for 
federal government and bureaucracy.

The process through which a community 
can create its own Land Code is called 
the Framework Agreement on First 
Nation Land Management. The three 
main steps are to:

 f Create a draft of the Land Code

 f Complete an Individual Agreement 
with Canada

 f Receive a majority vote from Treaty 
One members in support of the Land 
Code and Individual Agreement

These first two steps have been 
completed already, and we are working 
toward the third step, with a community 
vote to be conducted this summer.

Because the Treaty One Unified 
Land Code will give the Treaty One 
Governing Council the ability to make 
decisions about the use of its lands 
on behalf of its members, Treaty One 
members must vote to give them 
this delegated authority on our joint 
interests. 

This means you! 

If you are excited about the possibilities 
of Naawi-Oodena; if you want Treaty 
One to govern its own lands without 
government interference; if you believe 
Treaty One members should have the 
right to make their own decisions about 
the present and the future. Make your 
vote count!

More About the Vote
 f For up-to-date information on the vote follow the Treaty One 
Facebook page.

 f Treaty One will transparently share lots of information through 
our new One Feather app as well. This will be your go-to 
place for updates, surveys, contests, event dates, a digital 
copy of your voting package, and online access to the Land 
Code vote. Register using your email at the following link: 
https:// members.onefeather.ca/login. Register today and stay 
informed!

 f If you are a registered Treaty One member, and over the age of 
18, please download the One Feather app to stay informed so 
that you can VOTE.

 f Voting will take place this summer. Voting will be in person, by 
mail, or through the One Feather app.

 f The voting process will be monitored and regulated according 
to the process outlined as part of the First Nations Land 
Management Act, rather than the slow and cumbersome 
Indian Act.
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ONE 
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Treaty One Urban Reserve Closer to Reality
Naawi-Oodena is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for Treaty One members, and 
the city and province as well. This is a 
landmark project that has the potential to 
define Treaty One, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
and Canada for generations. 

A thriving urban Indigenous community 
on traditional Anishinaabe land will 
carry forward the vision of our ancestors 
while creating significant opportunities 
for our current and future members. It 
is the largest planned multi-use project 
in Winnipeg in modern history, and 
the largest strategically located urban 
Indigenous economic zone in Canada.

While full development of the site is 
expected to take up to 20 years, the 
development of Treaty One land within 
the city creates opportunities to connect 
communities and to collaborate on projects 
that will become greater than the sum 
of its parts. Development will be starting 
as soon as possible and building of 
infrastructure will be starting before the 
end of this year if a YES vote is achieved.

With about 1 million square 
feet of space for commercial 
development, it will generate 

significant economic investment. 

Its 3,000 residential units will help to shape 
Winnipeg’s future urban growth. 
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The Master Plan
The Master Plan for Naawi-Oodena was developed by Treaty 
One Development Corporation (T1DC). It is based on seven 
aspirations:

 f Generating prosperity and cultivating partnerships

 f Building a welcoming and inclusive community

 f Celebrating First Nations identity and culture

 f Promoting sustainable urban development

 f Advancing new expressions in Indigenous design

 f Sharing knowledge and cultural teachings

 f Showcasing innovation in design and urban development

Extensive community engagement with audiences including 
Treaty One members, neighbouring residents and businesses, 
special interest groups, and the City of Winnipeg, created a list of 
priorities for T1DC planners.

With these concerns in mind, the Master Plan was created to 
include:

 f A variety of housing types, including single-family residences, 
apartments and condos

 f Retail and commercial spaces

 f Education, recreation and cultural facilities

 f Public art and commemoration opportunities

 f Innovative sustainable development

 f Thoughtful landscape design

 f Open green and park spaces

 f Connections through and into site from existing communities

For more information:

treaty1.ca
103 -1075 Portage Avenue  

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3G 0R8

OFFICE NUMBER: 204-783-3110

TOLL-FREE NUMBER: 1-844-374-8844

EMAIL: inquiries@treaty1.ca


