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Brightstar Innovations Group, LLC,  

Chief Executive Officer (Brig Gen John J. Bartrum) 

Awarded Defense Superior Service Medal 

  
 

Arlington, VA. – On 10 August 2021, Brig Gen John J. Bartrum, Chief Executive Officer of 

Brightstar Innovations Group, LLC was awarded the Secretary of Defense, Defense Superior 

Service Medal by Lt General Robert Miller, the Air Force and Space Force Surgeon General, at 

the Defense Health Headquarters in Falls Church, Virginia.   

 

The Defense Superior Service Medal (DSSM) is a military decoration of the United States 

Department of Defense that is presented to United States Armed Forces service members who 

perform superior meritorious service in a position of significant responsibility.  

 

John was recently elevated to the position of Reserve Mobilization Assistant to the Air Force and 

Space Force Surgeon General.  He received this decoration based on exceptionally superior 

service as government-wide Deputy Emergency Support Function-8 Commander and Deputy 

Incident Manager, Joint Coronavirus Response from March 2020 through October 2020.  John 

was recognized for his whole-of-government leadership and ability to galvanize the Federal 

approach to source, allocate, deploy, and re-allocate medical supplemental forces to states, local, 

tribal, and territorial governments nationwide.  In particular, the award noted support for 32 

states, 3 territories, and 5 Tribes.   

 

John was honored and humbled to receive such a prestigious award.  He noted “it was an honor 

to be part of the federal COVID response to build the processes, tools, and provide leadership 

with a team that accomplished so much to meet the mission and serve our Nation during this 

crisis.  Further, it has to be acknowledged that the heavy lifting was accomplished by the team 

that included DoD, Coast Guard, HHS, FEMA, VA, and other federal agencies.” 

  

We are proud of John’s achievement and pass along our congratulations for his leadership role in 

support of the federal COVID pandemic response mission.     

 
The Brightstar Innovations Group, LLC is a values based small disabled veteran owned business 
engaged with an elite group of clients using our expertise to partner in solving their challenges 
with innovative solutions.  
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