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Brightstar Innovations Group, LLC, Chief Executive Officer (Brig Gen John J. Bartrum)  

Returns from 220-Day of Active Duty Service in Government COVID-19 Leadership Role 
  
Arlington, VA. – Brightstar Innovations Group, LLC today announced the return of John J. 

Bartrum, Chief Executive Officer.  Brigadier General John J. Bartrum was a by-name request to 

be recalled to active military to serve as a direct report to the US Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness and Response (ASPR), Dr. Robert Kadlec with the Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) due to his 

leadership attributes and expertise in health care, research, and government operations.     

 

In this role, Brig Gen Bartrum was the Deputy Incident Manager for the government-wide 

COVID-19 response under Dr. Kadlec.  In particular, John designed enhanced emergency 

response doctrine.  For example, he developed an innovative solution for enhanced cross agency 

coordination between HHS, FEMA, Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Defense, 

Public Health Service Corps, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

 

Upon John’s departure, Dr. Kadlec presented Brig Gen Bartrum with “ASPR Pinnacle Award” to 

recognize his outstanding accomplishment.  The “ASPR Pinnacle Award” is it ASPR’s highest 

award for heroism and outstanding achievement; it is rarely awarded to non-HHS individuals.  

“The leadership, expertise, and doctrine provided by Brig Gen Bartrum have been instrumental 

in our ability to respond and support our Nation during this pandemic.  Further, the doctrine 

designed and implemented by John will stand the test of time and support our country for 

decades to come.  We are enterally grateful for his leadership and contributions.  It was my 

pleasure to serve with General Bartrum.”  

 

“What began as a 90-day leadership tour expanded to 220-days.  It was an honor to serve in this 

role with Dr. Kadlec and all our partners across government (federal, state, tribal, territorial, and 

local) to support our Nation during the COVID-19 pandemic,” Brig Gen Bartrum noted.  “I look 

forward to reengaging full time with the clients and partners in the Brightstar Innovations Group, 

LLC.”  

 

We are proud of John’s contributions and continued service to our Nation during the pandemic 

and his various leadership roles throughout government in his more than 35 years of military and 

civil service in legislative, executive, and administrative agencies to our country.   

 
John J. Bartrum, is a dedicated senior military officer, Capitol Hill veteran and retired federal 
Senior Executive Service career official with over 32 years of federal appropriations, healthcare, 



  

 

life science, defense, veterans and regulatory experience.  An Air Force Brigadier General, John 
serves as the Reserve Mobilization Assistant to the Air Force Deputy Surgeon General.  In 
addition, John was recently elected as a Fellow in the National Academy of Public 
Administration. 

The Brightstar Innovations Group, LLC is a values based small disabled veteran owned business 
engaged with an elite group of clients using our expertise to partner in solving their challenges 
with innovative solutions. 
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