
HB 836
(Elijah Gorham Act)

NEW BILL TO PROTECT STUDENT ATHLETES IN 
MARYLAND PUBLIC MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOLS

EFFECTIVE DATE:  JULY 1, 2022

FOUNDATION

Explanations:

1. Emergency Action Plans are essential to ensure that everyone involved knows what to do when an incident occurs. News reports 
from around the country have demonstrated live-saving by coaches *because* of EAPs and rehearsals of those EAP. 

• It is essential that there be rehearsals so everyone knows what to do and it is important for parents and sta� to have access to 
those EAPs

2. AEDs and CWIs should be freely available. These modalities need to be freely available to the coaching sta� or they are worthless. 
In addition, ALL coaching sta� should be trained on how to use these instruments.

3. Reporting simply ensures accountability and transparency for public school families. It has been streamlined to require a report on 
the number and location of AEDs and CWI modalities, and a submission of the EAPs already created by each school.

The Elijah Gorham Act is a bill proposed 
by The Jordan McNair Foundation.
(with permission by Elijah Gorham's parents in 
partnership with the 7Strong Foundation)

The Elijah Gorham Act, signed by Gov. Larry Hogan on April 21, 
2022, requires each Maryland public middle and high school to:

Develop venue-specific emergency action plans (EAPs) that 
cover Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) and heat 
acclimatization.

Post EAPs at athletic facilities; post them on school websites; distribute them to 
coaching sta�, and ensure that coaching sta� rehearse them before the season 
for each sport.

Ensure that coaching sta� is trained to use AEDs and CWI and are present at 
games and practices on school property.

Each local board shall adopt preseason–practice heat acclimatization guidelines for 
student athletes consistent with the model policy for preseason-practice heat 
acclimatization guidelines for student athletes based on the model designated by 
MPSSAA/MATA/licensed health care providers who treat student athletes.

Ensure that AEDs & Cold Water Immersion (CWI) modalities are freely accessible 
during games and practices on school property.


