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Note that in December we will hold two services outdoors and 

two services indoors to offer welcoming space for all.  

 

December 5 

OUTDOOR SERVICE:  10:30 A.M. 

Rev. Susan Moseley will deliver a talk titled “Eyes To See, Ears To Hear, 
New Insights From An Ancient Story.” Vaccinations recommended and 
masks requested for this outdoor service—and please bring your chair.  
 

December 12 

INDOOR SERVICE:  10:30 A.M. 

Ruth Micklem, outgoing President of the Board of Stewards, will deliver the 
annual “State of the Fellowship” address. Vaccinations recommended and 
masks requested for this indoor service.  
 
December 16 
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY:  7:00 P.M. 

All are welcome at this informal evening gathering. Vaccinations 
recommended and masks requested for this indoor service. 
 
December 19 
OUTDOOR SERVICE:  10:30 A.M. 

Diana Jamison will lead us in a Winter Solstice Celebration.  Come and sing 

around the bonfire! Vaccinations recommended and masks requested for this 
outdoor service—and please bring your chair. 

December 26 

INDOOR SERVICE:  10:30 A.M. 

Bob Weekley will host “Soapbox Sunday,” a UUFR tradition of short 
offerings from members and friends. This year’s topic: Gratitude. 
Vaccinations recommended and masks requested for this indoor service.  
 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Events 
 

December 12 

Annual Membership Meeting 
hosted by the Board of Stewards 
immediately after the Service.  

December 19 

The annual Holiday Pot Luck is 
taking a hiatus in 2021, however, 
the Service will be a celebration 
and you are invited to bring 
goodies to enjoy and to share, 

December 19  

Community Drum Circle is 
moving inside and will meet  at 
the Lancaster Cmmunity Library 
for the winter months. Kids at 3:00 
P.M. and all ages at 4:00 P.M. 

 

 The Fellowship Services are held at 366 James Wharf Road, 
White Stone, VA at 10:30 A.M. Outdoor Services are held in 
the back parking lot; Indoor Services are held in the 
Sanctuary. In the event of bad weather on the day of an Outdoor 
Service check your email at 8:00 A.M. for the status of the 
Service.   

 



 
 

2 | P a g e  
 
 

Fellowship News 
 

 

9th   Lynn Langley 

19th   Buddy Spencer 

                        26th   Terrie Dustin 

28th   Sharon Coulter 

 

River Readers 

The book discussion group meets on the fourth 
Monday of each month at 2:00 P.M. at the 
Lancaster Community Library. Any changes in 
meeting details will be sent by email.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
 
Please read the book and join us. The upcoming 
selections are: 
 
December:  No meeting 
 
January:  Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr 
 
February:  The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles 
 
If you have a recommendation for a noteworthy 
book to discuss, please contact Elaine Weekley at 
804-462-0035. 
 

Phood and Philosophy on Holiday until January 

Phood and Philosophy ended 2021 gatherings with a lively event at the Kinney's in mid-October, with a terrific potluck spread and very 
interesting discussion on the question:  What major change for the better over the past decades do you feel has been the most 
important for the world and has had the highest value?   This fun evening of food, wine and philosophy is hosted monthly in different 
homes and is open to all.   

We usually meet the third Saturday of each month, subject to change for host convenience.  The size of the parties is determined by 
the host each month, usually 12 but can grow if space allows.  The schedule is now open for hosts beginning in January.   If you love 
having dinner parties that you do not have to prep for (dinner is potluck!) and want to host a "Pho and Pho" contact Celane Roden 
(celaneroden@gmail.com or text/call 703-946-6793).  If you are new to Phood and Philosophy hosting and need help in choosing a 
topic, planning or setting up for the event, or whatever, Celane or other seasoned participants are more than happy to help.  Phood 
and Philosophy hosts, dates, and topics are posted in The Chalice, the UUFR webpage, and via email.  It is helpful for planning to 
maintain a list of folks who want to join in the fun, so please email Celane if you want to be on the Phood and Philosophy list.   

Are We Missing Your Birthday? 

Each month the Chalice publishes the birthdates of UUFR members and friends (month and day only!). This information was gathered 
initially through a request of current members and is updated through the New Member Questionnaire. If by chance we missed your 
birthday and you would like to have it acknowledged in the Chalice, please send your information to Janet Hemming: 
janethemming@mindspring.com  

 

mailto:celaneroden@gmail.com
mailto:janethemming@mindspring.com
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Fellowship News (continued) 

UUFR CutsTaxes!! by Tom Kinney 

No, the Fellowship is not campaigning for office, but that is a promise we will keep that can work for you.  If you 
would like to save on your 2021 income taxes due next April, our Fellowship can indeed help.   Not by filling out 
your tax forms for you but by reducing the amount you owe. The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act increased charitable 
giving deduction limits from 50% of adjusted gross income to 60%.  Any charitable giving over that can be carried 
forward to subsequent years. For those using the standard deduction, some achieve deductibility by 
concentrating all planned giving for multiple years into one year to qualify for that deduction. 

There is another tax reduction promise that was kept a few years ago.  This one related to one's IRA.  If you are 
lucky enough to be beyond 70 ½  and must take an IRA distribution, you now can avoid all tax on that distribution 
by donating that distribution to UUFR. Check with your tax advisor for details.  

Of course, your regular Sunday giving for the Operating Fund is tax deductible. To increase the amount on your 
annual UUFR tax letter requires you to take advantage of the following opportunities by the end of December.  
That step is a double win as it reduces your taxes and eases the Fellowship's needs.   

The two funding needs are for our ministerial 
endowment and building addition. The ministerial 
endowment secures our long-term commitment to 
a having a minister easing that heavy financial 
burden on our congregation.  The endowment 
income is to provide 50% of the minister expense 
when fully funded. This relatively new endowment 
is already at 17% of its $330,000 target and thus 
can use your help this year and in the years to 
come. 

The building addition is nearing completion.  
Treasurer Lynn Langley and Construction 
Supervisor Bill Gimpel report a final boost of 
$24,500 will get us there. 

Just drop your check in the Sunday morning 
offering basket or mail it to the church marked for 
the building addition or ministerial endowment. 
Your donation will be included in your 2021 tax 
letter that Treasurer Lynn mails shortly after year 
end.    

A big THANK YOU from your Finance Committee 
for your continuing support of the Fellowship. If all of us do our part to equitably share the expenses of what we 
do for each other and for our community, that reduces the financial stress on all.  Remember, you must act this 
month for that 2021 tax reduction.  

Happy Holidays from your Finance Committee: MJ Anderson, Paula Greenwood, Barbara Haynes, Janet 
Hemming, Tom Kinney, Lynn Langley, Carolyn Osolinik, Celane Roden, and Gus Shelton. 

 

Do You Have Ideas for UUFR? 

The Membership Committee and the Board would like 
to hear from you about what changes or new things you 
would like to see at UUFR. There is now a suggestion 
box immediately below the name badge board in the 
foyer. If you have ideas about ways that we can make 
UUFR better, more appealing to visitors, or just more 
fun, please fill out a card and leave it in the box. If you 
sign your name, we will get back with you to further 
discuss your idea. If you want to remain anonymous, 
we will provide responses to ideas in The Chalice. 

We have already had two of our younger members put 
a suggestion in the box asking if we can bring back 
refreshments. The answer to that – we will have 
refreshments anytime we are meeting indoors. 
Hopefully that will be more frequently in the near future. 
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Leadership Corner by Tom Kinney 

 

Your Dollars 

One of the many jobs of your Board of Stewards (BoS) is to generate enthusiasm, inspire excitement, and steer 
us all to both great happenings within our Fellowship and positive impact on our four-county community. That 
keeps our church healthy and vibrant. Healthy funding is needed to feed a vibrant church. Our team of members 
has constructed three fund categories over our 22 years: Operating, Growth & Opportunity, and Endowments. 

The Annual Operating Fund pays the bills and keeps the lights on.  The Finance & Legal Committee (FiCom), 
made up of the Treasurer, the three Trustees plus the unelected members, drafts a proposed budget from all 
committee inputs for BoS review, then presents that budget to all at the December Annual Membership Meeting 
to encourage your feedback to the BoS.  The BoS approves the final budget in January.  Your Treasurer monitors 
income and expenses keeping the spending consistent with that budget. The FiCom Chair does a mini audit 
annually. Your FiCom also oversees all the Fellowship's legal needs like real estate, contracts, insurance, and 
government interface. 

Your Growth & Opportunity Fund is made up of set asides and donations for special projects. It has 
"undesignated" funds available for any major, very exceptional opportunity.  An opportunity example is if adjacent 
land becomes available that might benefit all in decades ahead.  Members help approve and fund projects "vote-
with-your-checkbook" style. The foyer poster lists the many projects funded like our addition nearing completion 
and a long list of other much smaller projects.  

Your Trustees manage your four Endowments Funds, each with a specific purpose defined by the donors.  
Many prefer funding endowments where the value of the principal is protected, and its purpose accomplished 
over the long term by investment gains.  Our Building & Grounds Endowment is security to care for the building 
through difficult times like a severe drop in membership or a building catastrophe not covered by insurance. Our 
Pathways of Remembrance Endowment maintains our memorial areas.  Our Ministerial Endowment, when 
fully funded, will help pay the expense of our minister.  Our Servetus/Founders Endowment supports our 
community programs in health and education of the very young, continuing education scholarships for those in 
need, and the arts.  All can add to these endowments. 

Check UUFR's Bylaws and Policy and Procedures Manual for how the Trustees and FiCom function. The 
Leadership Development Committee helps identify members with strong business, finance, program 
management, and investment backgrounds to nominate as Trustees and Treasurer.  The FiCom chair is chosen 
annually among the elected Trustees. All financial activities are transparent to members except who gives how 
much is kept confidential.   

The Finance Committee is always looking for advice on how to do our job for you better.  Please talk with any 
FiCom member:  Trustees Barbara Haynes, Janet Hemming, Tom Kinney; Trustee nominee, Celane Roden; 
Treasurer Lynn Langley; Assistant Treasurer Paula Greenwood; members MJ Anderson, Carolyn Osolinik, or 
Gus Shelton. 

A reminder  
to send announcements to Carle  

to have them included in the weekly bulletin! 
Reed.Carlesha@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Reed.Carlesha@gmail.com
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from Our Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

As we enter our second Covid-colored holiday season, I am very aware of the days growing shorter 
and the nights lasting longer.  It’s no wonder that the winter holidays, Hanukkah, Christmas, and 
Kwanzaa, all center around candles and light.  The winter solstice too is about light.  It marks the 
reversal of the gradual lengthening of nights and shortening of days.  In many cultures and for 
thousands of years, the winter solstice has been seen as a significant time of year and has been marked 
by festivals and rituals, celebrating the symbolic death and rebirth of the Sun.    

Living through the “dark” of Covid 
and the current dis-ease in our 
country adds another dimension to 
the literal darkness of winter.  We 
need holiday cheer now more than 
ever.  On Sunday, December 19th, 
our morning service is going to be a 
joyful solstice celebration to honor 
the dark and welcome the slow 
return of the light.  We will have a 
bonfire, drink hot wassail, sing 
holiday songs and Christmas carols, 
and enjoy being together.  I hope 
everyone can come out for this fun, 
intergenerational event.  

It occurs to me, however, that even 
as we enjoy this season of lights, we 
do still have a cold, dark winter ahead.  Some folks are more sensitive to the lack of sunlight than 
others, and it can be a very difficult season.   Please remember to share the “light” with others through 
your smiles, acts of kindness, and words of encouragement.  And may Sundays be healing days for us 
when we routinely come together for worship, inspiration, and fellowship.    

The beautiful poem on the next page, by a UU minister, reminds us of the blessings embedded in the 
rhythm of our days and the seasonal contrasts of light and dark.  I offer it as a meditation to help prepare 
us for the solstice and for the winter months ahead.   

Love, 

Susan 
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from Our 
Pastor  
 

Solstice 

by Gary Kowalski 

Night has its own kind of beauty, different than the beauty 
of day. 

Night is a time of sleep and dreams and 

inward visions, 

A time of pause within activity. 

Darkness is an invitation to imagining and storytelling, 

And to using ears instead of eyes to listen to the world in its 
stillness. 

Darkness is the den of life in germination, 

And darkness is the portal of death that opens 

to eternity: 

The mystery of all time past and endless time 

to come. 

At the center of our being 

there is light and there is darkness, the known and the 
unknown, the named and the nameless, the finite and the 
infinite. 

Light and dark are different, 

but not opposed to each other. 

They are friends with one another, 

and with us. 
 

 

Find the Fellowship 

Building Address:   

366 James Wharf Road 

White Stone, VA 22578 

 

Mailing Address: 

PO Box 1266  

White Stone, VA 22578 

 

Website: uufrva.org 

 

Newsletter Submissions: 

chaliceuufr@gmail.com 

by the 20th of the month 

 

Find us on Facebook and 

YouTube:  Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship of the 

Rappahannock-UUFR 

Board of Stewards 

Ruth Micklem, President 

Bill Gimpel, Vice President 

Lynn Langley, Treasurer 

Lois Williams, Secretary 

Vacant,  
Past President 
 
Diana Jamison,  
Program Chair 
 
Janet Hemming,  
Membership Chair 

Pastoral Care 

Rev. Dr. Susan Moseley,  

UUFR Pastor 
 
pastor.uufr@gmail.com 

http://www.uufrappahannock.org/
mailto:chaliceuufr@gmail.com
mailto:pastor.uufr@gmail.com

