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Welcome to Ramona Humane Society!
 

We are hoping to provide you with guidance in choosing and adopting a pet. Even if
you do not find a good match at RHS, we hope this resource will be a benefit in
adopting from a shelter and/or rescue. The tips and suggestions along with the
recommended websites have invaluable information that should help you think
about preparation in bringing a new pet into your household.

 
We try to gather as much information about the pets we have here at RHS. Many
come in as strays so we do not know about their history. Our staff and volunteers
note valuable information that we share with our adopters. Even when we do have
histories about the pets that we have gathered from those owners who have
surrendered their pets to us, the pet may act differently in a different home, with
different people, and in a new environment. For this reason, it is important to be
flexible because each pet is an individual and most things are manageable. At the
same time, it is important for you to have consider many variables before meeting
a pet for the first time. Please check out our tips before completing an application
for a pet. If after reading our guide,  you have specific questions, we invite you to
email or call us.
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(951) 654-8002

info@ramonahumanesociety.org



Adopting a dog from RHS

This is what your new dog may experience: Imagine having a home, then being
surrendered or becoming a stray and taken to a shelter environment. From the shelter
you arrive into a new home. You do not know the people well and you are not familiar
with the different environment. There are noises, sights and sounds that you have never
experienced before. How would that make you feel? How would you adjust?
This article gives details on how to help your new dog acclimate to your home:
http://www.bcspca.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/10/DOG_Ado_Packet_updated_1_30_13.pdf.
• Acclimate your dog to the environment by taking the dog on a leash to the yard first to
eliminate, then the house. Do not leave your dog loose in the yard unsupervised. Often
dogs run away because they aren't aware that the new place is now their new home.
• Do not allow your dog to have free roam of the new place, or get on couches, beds,
furniture. Your dog needs to earn your trust first. Also, it avoids your dog getting into a
situation that is unacceptable such as guarding the couches, beds, etc. Check out "No
Free Lunch"  or "Learn to Earn for leadership and your dog.
https://www.sfspca.org/sites/default/files/dog_commands_nothing-in-life-is-free.pdf.
https://drsophiayin.com/blog/entry/the-learn-to-earn-program-implementing-the-
program/.
• Designate a crate/place that is not too busy or too isolated from the family. You want
your dog to become familiar with home, but not be overwhelmed.
• The crate should be large enough for the dog to stand on all four paws and to turn
around comfortably. Many dogs are not crate trained so be prepared to reward your dog
while using the crate. We recommend feeding your dog in the crate. Teach positive things
happen while in the crate. Do not allow any person or other animal evade your new dog’s
crate space.
• Do not overwhelm your dog by having new people, places, animals all at once, taking it
to a dog park, bathing it, or putting the dog in training program. You can reward the
behavior you want with praise/treat. 
• Never leave children alone with dogs. Dogs have teeth and can bite for various reasons.
•  You shouldn’t have unrealistic expectations for your new dog. As the adopter, you are
responsible for communicating what you want and what is acceptable by rewarding the
behavior you want and managing the behavior you don’t want. 
• Decompression: Expect at least 3 months to adjust to a new home. Each dog will
acclimate at their own time.
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Which age group is the best for your household? 

Considering a dog? What is the right size? Have you discussed it with your landlord? Many
landlords may say you can have a dog, until they see the dog. Show a picture of the type
and size of dog you are considering to discuss any issues before adoption. Some home
insurances have breed bans.
Consider the life span of the pet. How many years are you willing to commit to a pet. If
you get a pet for your child, will you be willing to keep the pet if the your child moves out,
goes to college or into military service?
Choose desirable personality traits. Do not choose based on breed or looks. Each animal is
an individual.

Are you willing to be open minded to suggestions from adoption staff and others who
have experience?
Are you willing to try something new if there are things that may need managing?
Can you afford the type of pet you are interested in?

Puppies should have someone home to help be socialized and trained. 
If you are considering a kitten, consider two kittens if you will be away the majority of the
time. A kitten who sleeps all day, can keep you awake at night.
http://www.kittenlady.org/twokittens.

Consider taking this survey to think about what you are looking for in a dog/cat personality .
https://www.aspcameetyourmatch.org/.

https://www.everydollar.com/blog/budget-for-pet.
https://www.moneyunder30.com/the-true-cost-of-pet-ownership.
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Tips for choosing the right pet
What type of pet is right for your household? Consider pocket pets. Consider fostering a
pet to decide if the type of pet is right for you. If possible, pet sit for a friend or family
member.
Does the pet have the matching activity level for you?
How much time do you have to give to a pet can help determine which type of pet to get.
Fur: Does the pet need regular grooming? Can you afford the added expense of
grooming? Does anyone in the household  or a regular visitor have allergies?
Do you have other pets in the household? If so, are you willing to keep them separated
for a time, if necessary?
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Animals are diverse within their pet type and within their breed. Most dogs and
cats are mixed breeds. They sometimes resemble specific breeds, but if a DNA was
conducted, one most likely would find a mixture of breeds within that one animal.
Even dogs/cats from the same litter can all be different from one another in looks
and personality. For this reason it is recommended to get a pet by personality and
not for the specific breed the new pet might or might not be.

What is a typical day like in your home?
What qualities are you hoping for in a pet?
What behaviors would be hard for you to tolerate or difficult to manage in a pet?
Do you have other pets? Are you ready to help them accept the changes in the
household?
Are their children in your family? If very young, will they be supervised with the
new pet? 
Do you have family members that visit often? What would you need to do to help
your pet and family be successful with one another?
What questions do you have about your life with the pet? Write your questions
down and seek the answers.

Here are some thoughtful questions you can ask yourself before choosing a pet.

Other Tips to think about before adopting 
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Will I be a responsible pet owner?

Adopting from an animal shelter and being a pet owner is great. Pets bring so much to our
lives. They depend on us to provide them what they need and deserve. Pet ownership is a
reciprocal relationship. Can you adequately care for a pet and be a responsible pet owner in
your community? 



Step One: Responsibilities included with your adoption

Spay/neutering, microchipping, and vaccinating is part of being a responsible pet
owner. Even though this is included in your adoption, it is your responsibility to
continue vaccines yearly and to maintain correct information with the microchip
company. If you can't afford to pay for fees that some microchip companies charge,
you can register your microchip for free at www.found.org.

Step Two: Being a good neighbor
All cities and counties have laws concerning pet ownership. There may be restrictions
on how many pets you can have. Also, licensing is an ordinance that guarantees that
dogs have their Rabies vaccine on a regular basis. Licensing your pet is a good way to
prove that the pet is yours if taken without your permission. Licensing will get your dog
home to you quicker if it is impounded at the animal shelter. Allowing your pets to roam
is dangerous and can be a nuisance to neighbors.
Your pets should have ID tags with your number so if they leave home, a neighbor can
contact you directly instead of the pet going to a shelter. 
Cleaning up after your pet by carrying "poop bags" is being a good neighbor. 
Socializing and discouraging aggression will help your dog avoid unwanted behaviors
that can be a danger to the community. Consider training your dog to be a good citizen:
https://www.akc.org/products-services/training-programs/canine-good-citizen/

Step Three: Responsible pet care 
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Your pets should be given veterinary care, and be free of fleas and worms.
When you are at home your pets should be given attention, play time, training, and
exercise. Dogs do not train, play and/or exercise themselves. Providing a big yard is not
enough. https://www.hssv.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/The-Backyard-Dog.pdf
 Your pet should have fresh water and nutritious food for a healthy life. Visit
https://feline-nutrition.org/ for cat nutrition; For dogs visit
https://thebark.com/content/canine-nutrition-basics.
If your pet is outside for part of the day, provide housing to escape the heat, wind, or
cold. Supply housing with clean, comfortable bedding. 
Cleaning up after your pet as many times as necessary. This means throwing away potty
pads when soiled or using a pooper scooper  Litter boxes need to be washed often
depending on how many cats in the household and replaced often.



We know unexpected issues can arise with a pet. Most issues can be managed. 
 However, if you find yourself confronting one specific issue or another, consider
the solution board below. There are many resources for pet owners on shelter
websites, as well. Please reach out to us if you need guidance.

Problem Solving and Solution Building

Common issues for pet owners

ISSUE POTENTIAL SOLUTION
"I got a new job and there’s no time
for my pet" 

Have you considered a doggy day-care
or a dog walker?

"I can’t afford my pet any longer
because of extenuating
circumstances."  (Ex: job loss)

Have you asked someone you already
know if they can take care of the dog
until you resituate yourself?

"My pet has health issues which I
can’t afford to manage."

Have you checked out low-cost 
options in your area? (See Medical
Resources in this guide)

"A sickness/injury is significantly
preventing me from taking care of
my dog"

If your situation is temporary, are there
family or friends to help and take care
of your pet while you’re able to recover.

"My pet is not getting along with
the other pets in the home /
showing signs of agitation.

If they previously got along with other
pets or just recently began to change
behavior, consider taking them to a vet
first to see if it might be caused by
feeling unwell. Contact a behaviorists.

Are there things you could change
about their exercise routine or mental
stimulation? A bored pet can
sometimes be destructive but activity
can reduce this. 

"My pet has separation anxiety, or
his energy is a mismatch for us"
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Behavior & Training

Please note this guide does not serve as an endorsement or promotion of any specific organizations 
and simply reflects currently available resources.

National Resources

The Jackson Galaxy Project
http://www.thejacksongalaxyproject.org/Resources/
Cat-Behavior-Resources
Cat Behavior resource library

Pam Johnson-Bennett
https://catbehaviorassociates.com/about/
Cat behavior resource

Best Friends - Pet Training Resources 
https://resources.bestfriends.org/pet-
training
Body language, training tips, and enrichment

Dr. Sophia Yin Dog Behavior Issues
https://drsophiayin.com/resources/dog_beha
vior/
Videos and articles to better understand dog
behavior problems or questions

Dr. Ian Dunbar Dog Training
https://www.dogstardaily.com/ and
https://www.dunbaracademy.com/
Videos and articles to show you how to train
your dog

Association of pet dog trainers
https://apdt.com/.
Training tips from professional dog trainers

Patricia McConnell, PH.D
https://www.patriciamcconnell.com/
Affordable booklets for common dog behaviors

http://www.thejacksongalaxyproject.org/Resources/Cat-Behavior-Resources
https://redrover.org/2020/07/08/coronavirus-covid19/
https://redrover.org/2020/07/08/coronavirus-covid19/
https://resources.bestfriends.org/pet-training
https://drsophiayin.com/resources/dog_behavior/


Getting your home ready for a pet
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When you find the pet you are interested in obtain the animal ID#. Write down any
questions you may have about the pet. When you call an adoption counselor will set up
an appointment for you to view the pet, if it is determined to be a good match.  The
counselor may suggests other pets that might be a better choice. Our goal is to place a
pet for long-term adoption.
Do you have a dog in your household or a dog that frequently visits with a family
member or friend?
If you are choosing a dog, we recommend you bring your dog with you so we can help
you with a dog-to-dog introduction. Check out the resource link below on managing
introductions in the home..
https://americanpetsalive.org/resources/introducing-a-new-dog-to-your-dog.

Our Adoption Process

Once you have solidified your preferences in what type, size, sex, age, and
personality, search our website. Thoroughly read through the descriptions and
information we may have on the pet.

Search for the pet of your interest

Call us for an appointment
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Research guidelines on managing multi-dog households. View the videos below 
https://badrap.org/training-resources/multi-dog-homes
https://www.patriciamcconnell.com/multi-dog-households
https://www.patriciamcconnell.com/theotherendoftheleash/adopting-a-dog-into-a-multi-dog-
household
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/care/multi-dog-households/how-to-manage-a-multi-dog-
household/

Read our guide designed for you

We expect our pets to be adaptable and teachable. Shouldn't we expect that of
ourselves, as well? Bringing a pet into your household may require having an open mind
to new ways of thinking and learning to have a lifetime of success with your new
beloved pet.

Keep an open mind



Quick Reference Contact Sheet

690 Humane Way, San Jacinto, CA 92582

951-654-8002

info@ramonahumanesociety.org

www.ramonahumanesociety.org

Thank you!
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https://www.facebook.com/Ramona.Humane.Society

 

https://www.instagram.com/theramonahumanesociety/

http://www.ramonahumanesociety.org/
https://www.instagram.com/theramonahumanesociety/
https://www.facebook.com/Ramona.Humane.Society
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