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 Don’t Grow Weary 
 

David Brooks, in his book The Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral 
Life, proposes that the way we find meaningful life is by surrendering to a cause, 
rooting ourselves in a particular neighborhood, binding ourselves to others in 
social solidarity and love. He gives examples of ordinary people who become extraordinary, who 
have chosen this “second mountain” of commitments to love and serve others. Their joy  
is contagious. Brooks describes various levels of joy, the highest of which he calls moral joy. 
People living out moral joy “live joyfully day by day. They have given themselves away, united 
and wholeheartedly. They are so grateful to have found their place and taken their stand.  
They have the inner light.”   
  
Mother Jones asked readers and listeners: How are you helping others during the coronavirus 
crisis? Andrea Gladson is a pilot for American Airlines living in Norco, California. She runs a 
local Facebook group called “News for Norco,” which she’s been using as a platform to help 
others in her community:  “Brainstorming all the ways we can figure out how keep our small town 
alive and connected and not adversarial. I put a post up asking seniors, what their needs might be 
and how we can help, and see if we can connect them with help. I put a post up asking families 
with small children how we might be able to help. For example, somebody might have size 2 
diapers that are opened, or formula that they don’t use, and somebody else might be able to use 
that. I also put a post up about how we can support our small businesses. So one of the things I 
suggested is that we use a platform like Groupon to try to find opportunities to purchase in 
advance, and also go and use gift cards at our local restaurants and businesses. And brainstorming 
all the ways we can figure out how to keep our small town alive and connected and not 
adversarial, because certainly with politics that’s happened a lot in the last couple of years.”  
  
I expect she experienced a surge of what psychologists’ call “moral elevation.” Powerful moments 
of moral elevation seem to push a mental reset button, wiping out feelings of cynicism and 
energizing people to do something good themselves, to act, to dare, to sacrifice, to help others.   
 
Certainly, this is a good time to practice “moral elevation.” As the Covid-19 outbreak continues to 
overwhelm us, the stock market plays with us, and fear plagues our heart, we become more and 
more isolated from each other. Don’t you think, more than ever, we need permanent moral joy to 
rise up? I am convinced that when it happens, we give ourselves away in love and you gather a 
life filled with joy, wonder, gratitude, and hope. 
  

Friends, do not grow weary of working for the good of all. Make a phone call, send an email, 
write a card, say a prayer. Someone said: “You shall reap what you sow because God will not be 
mocked.” So do not give up, no matter how disjointed our world seems. Blessings on this journey 
of Lent.  Amen.          

~Pastor Joy 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/116440925060624/


 

Warwick Living Center: Donna Rowland 

Schnepp Health Care Center: Phil Smith  

Masonic Pathways:  Pam Brackbill, Jean Dice, Bob & Joan Fraker,  
Jo Garey, Nan Greening, Roy Roach,  Dorothy Swanson, Joan Godfrey 

Arbor Grove:  Sally Thoe, Sarah Thorndike 

At Home:  Ann Baker, Emily Czeiszperger, Katie Dixon, Jo Garey, Sally Geuder, 
George Gibbs (Sue Deel’s dad), Ann Hall, Barb Hattery, Edie Hillstrom, Donna Howe, 
Carol Layman, Barb Marble, Millie Meger, Carolyn Near, Fran Nesen, Timm Thorsen, 

Annerose White, Barb Weis 

Special Requests:  Jonathan Boerner (Sally Geuder’s cousin), Mary Lou Byl, Jill Capozzoli (daughter of 
John McCormack & Shirley Hopper), Cameron McAvoy (Ellie Freed’s great-nephew), Alexis Fahey 
(Dan Fahey’s cousin), Ann & Jack Fahey (Dan’s Grandparents), Darleen Hansen (Deb Meints’ mother), 
Wilbur Hurley 

Vanderbilt Divinity School: T.J. Piccolo (Nashville, TN) 

For those who wish  
to send cards: 

Warwick Living Center 
842 W. Warwick Dr. 
Alma, MI  48801 

 

Schnepp Health Care Center 
427 E. Washington 
St. Louis, MI  48880 

Masonic Pathways (all sections) 
1200 Wright Ave. 
Alma, MI   48801 

Arbor Grove 
1320 Pine Ave. 
Alma MI  48801 

Individual home addresses are 
available from the church office. 

Church Staff 

Church office phone  ________________________ 989-463-2940 

Transitional Pastor __ Rev. M. Joy Smith _________ 989-463-2940 

Dir. Educational  
Ministries _________ Carlene Lyon _____________ 989-463-6558 

Sanctuary Choir  
Director __________ Anthony Patterson _________ 989-906-4695 

Student Music  
Director __________ Zach Everly 

Organist __________ Al Bartholomew___________ 989-763-5248 

Treasurer _________ Marsha Turner  ___________ 989-463-6250 

Financial  
Secretary _________ Tadd Godfrey _____________ 989-289-3324 

Recording  
Secretary _________ Ellie Freed  _______________ 989-463-2918 

Administrative  
Assistant __________ Crystal Parsons 

Nursery  
Supervisor ________ Sylvia Kinoshita 

Custodians ________ Doug Humphrey 

Good Company ____ Sherri Florez _____________ 616-550-8111 
Coordinator 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. — 3 p.m. 

Closed for Lunch 

 

Good Company 
Monday ~ Wednesday ~ Friday:  

10:30 a.m.  — 2:30 p.m. 

 

Food Pantry Hours 
Tuesdays 1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. 

(no fifth Tuesday) 

 

Community Café 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 



Tokens for TICOS  
March donations: $13.41 

 
Donations may be made by cash  
or check (payable to FPC, memo line—Tokens for 
Ticos) 

 

Our congregation is one of many local mid-
Michigan Presbyterian churches in partnership 
with churches in Costa Rica since 1989. Poverty 
and hunger are growing problems in their  
communities.  The people of Costa Rica are 
called  “Ticos,” so we call our collection Tokens  
for Ticos.  $1.25 pays for one warm meal for a 
hungry child. Please, be generous, and help us 
feed the children of Costa Rica. 
 

“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me.”   Matthew 18:5 

 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Graciously Forgiven meetings Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
in the Four Seasons Room. 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
Volunteers:  We can always 
use volunteers! Whether you 
would prefer to come in on 
your own time to stock and 
organize the pantry or if you 
would prefer to work directly 

with clients on Tuesdays, we would love to 
have you.  
 

March: we served 37 households, 109  
individuals, providing 1635 meals. 

 

We are open on Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.  
Food donations:  Cereal, spaghetti sauce,  

biscuit mixes, applesauce, canned vegetables, 
pasta/rice sides, mac-n-cheese, helper mixes, 
canned chicken and tuna. Diced tomatoes,  
peanut butter, and juice are also popular.  

  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

 

Congratulations! 

 
To Ryan and Jenae Hurley on the birth of their 

daughter, Wallace Elaine Hurley  
on March 12, 2020. The bouncing baby girl  

arrived at 9:42 a.m. 7 lbs. 7 oz.  
Proud grandparents are Mary and Bill Hurley. 

 
  
          
  Hello my friends!  The last few weeks have 
been understandably confusing.  Here in the office,  
we too are going day by day and week by week.  
You will see a much smaller newsletter this month,  
as many things have been canceled or postponed. 
Please read through it carefully as many of your  
questions may be answered here. 
 Church services and prayer groups have been 
canceled to encourage social distancing. This 
includes Sabbath Group, Men’s Breakfast, and Len-
ten Suppers. Online church services are offered by 
many churches in our state and in our presbytery. 
Check out https://firstchurchsaginaw.org/ or the Fa-
cebook page of the Presbytery of Lake Huron which 
has a list of churches that live stream services. 
 The Women’s Retreat has been postponed.  
The Department of Natural Resources has closed the 
R.A.M. conference center. We are working on dates 
for a fall retreat. 
 All group exercise classes (Yoga, Tai Chi,  
Cardio Drumming) that normally meet at the church 
have canceled their classes until further notice.  
Please check the online church calendar. I update it 
daily as things change. The building is closed  
except for essential personnel.  
 Our Food Pantry remains open. Every  
Tuesday, from 1:30—3:30 p.m. clients are to drive 
to the back of the church where a volunteer will 
check them in and bring out a box of groceries based 
on their household size. Community Café is also 
continuing to run as a drive-thru take out meal  
on Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
 Good Company is not meeting at this time. 
This is a vulnerable population and we must put 
their health and safety first. 
 As always, if you have questions or  
concerns, please call the office. We will do our best 
to help you or connect you with services. This is the 
time when we need to double our efforts in watching 
out for our neighbors and take care of each other. 
 

      ~ Crystal 
 

“and remember the truth that once was spoken, to 
love another person is to see the face of God.” 

~Les Misérables 

Church News 

Services for Dottie Wassenaar, 
who passed away December 20,  

are postponed. 

Deadline for the May 

First Pres Release: Wednesday, April 15 



Coronavirus and Your Church 
 
I saw on the news today that my childhood home – in New Rochelle, New York – is in the middle  
of the three-square-mile containment area where the state governor has restricted public meetings 
and asked the entire population to remain quarantined for two weeks. The news made the headlines 
about the coronavirus, the number of confirmed cases, and the various containment measures 
around the world become very personal. 
 
The coronavirus is a real public health threat. It is not “just a bad cold”; neither is it “no worse than 
the flu.” It is a serious contagion that can be carried and transmitted without symptoms. Estimates  
of the mortality rate for persons diagnosed with COVID-19, the coronavirus infection, range from 
1.4% to 3.4%. By contrast, the seasonal flu has a mortality rate of about .1% (one-tenth of one per-
cent). The risk of hospitalization and death escalate markedly by age in persons over 60 years old, 
especially those with underlying health issues, like heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes. This 
puts most of our church members in the high-risk category and calls for special preparedness 
among our churches. 
 
How should we and our congregations respond to this rapidly-evolving threat? Here are a few  
important suggestions: 
 

Don’t panic. Get reliable information from reliable sources, like the Center for Disease Control 
website (www.cdc.gov) and trustworthy national and local news sources like major network 
websites. 

Use common sense. Take preventive measures for your sake and for the sake of others.  
Wash your hands frequently; use hand sanitizer. At least for the time-being, avoid unnecessary 
hand contact and stay away from crowded public spaces. 

If you have flu-like symptoms, stay home! Odds are, you have the flu – especially if public health 
officials have not reported a coronavirus outbreak in your area. Rest and drink plenty of fluids. 
Mild or moderate symptoms of coronavirus include a high fever (90% incidence) and a dry 
cough (70% incidence). If you are experiencing severe symptoms like shortness of breath,  
or if you in a high-risk category, you should call your doctor for advice.  

Develop a congregational response and communication strategy. Use your emergency response 
plan to keep members informed and cared for. Your session may want to consider an action 
and contingency plan. In addition, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has prepared a guide 
for congregational planning and care during severe infectious disease outbreak. Now is the 
time to begin level-headed planning for a congregational response. Do not wait until the virus 
begins to affect your members. 

 
Should our area become heavily infected, any presbytery-wide directives will be posted on our  
website and through our usual email communications. A response plan for presbytery gatherings 
such as committee meetings will be posted as soon as it becomes necessary. 
 
By taking reasonable precautions we can reduce the impact of the virus in our churches and  
communities. By planning ahead for our congregational responses, we can show care for one  
another and our neighbors. Let us pray for the health of our communities and for all those affected 
by the virus. And let us take the common sense steps to mitigate its impact on ourselves and others. 
 
Faithfully,  
 
Dan Saperstein, Executive Presbyter 

 

Helpful guides and links are on the presbytery website in response to the Covid-19 outbreak. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JlChkai1pLvbHlojZdq5skd8tCsUIZ20XkA6DmDU5UBeSbT7kM43w6UcZe3y6skq8IoBR7971tQ_JBnzyLUaUs4z_-46NHrIOT_RQCog-2KByulmKALb6fX38CMJlCS1gpm_2TNzZgQ=&c=83_K3QSG_FpYMUM7fIb7UWaKccDCNFZjlNWwJ1Xn3fxXl717GQF6UQ==&ch=1x3OPpyIrucv90wBqfohWnLTC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JlChkai1pLvbHlojZdq5skd8tCsUIZ20XkA6DmDU5UBeSbT7kM43w6UcZe3y6skqkZGwDlDKMC3A7UE4wgJdomykC6WZrjpM2q-fYjkk0IwSE9Ne989vmJK0EawVE8qO0KbQdzCmX5QTvq-OmtSiQKgC65dIh99JdcnCHYDFcwxNej-fEkldgWgE7Pr2qI-2Xac70DnsfPPlcfkW-u2gj-ZbkO4nCg94DO0g


How to get through the Pandemic 
 

1. Stay calm and use common sense. Don’t travel or do errands that are not necessary. Our local, state and 
national governments are shutting down businesses to protect you and to limit exposure. STAY HOME! 

2. Change your mindset. Don’t try to avoid getting Covid-19, assume you already have it. Then change your 
daily activities to prevent spreading it to others. 

3. Be considerate. Only buy or take what you need. If you only buy 2 gallons of milk, the next person will 
have it available. Bread, eggs, toiletries, and yes, hand sanitizer are all disappearing off the shelves.  
That doesn’t mean you should buy it all — it means all of us need to be considerate of each other. 

4. Washing your hands is more effective than hand sanitizer. If you have access to soap and water, use it! 
See hand washing instructions below. Antibacterial soap does NOT kill viruses. Do It Yourself Hand  
Sanitizer recipes are included in the newsletter! 

 
Hand Washing 101 

 

How can you be sure you’re washing your hands regularly enough? You should always wash your hands 
BEFORE you handle food, but it’s also very important that you wash your hands AFTER these activities: 
• Using the restroom. 
• Touching your hair, face, body, clothes, or apron. 
• Sneezing, coughing or using a tissue. 
• Smoking, eating, drinking, or chewing gum. 
• Using chemicals that might affect the safety of food. 
• Emptying or taking out the garbage. 
• Clearing tables or washing dirty dishes. 
• Handling money and making change. 

 
1. WET YOUR HANDS AND ARMS WITH RUNNING WARM WATER. 
 

 
 2.   APPLY ENOUGH SOAP TO BUILD UP A GOOD LATHER. 

 
 
3.  VIGOROUSLY SCRUB HANDS & ARMS for at least 10-15 seconds. Clean the finger tips, under 
fingernails, and between fingers. 
 

                         4.  RINSE HANDS & ARMS THOROUGHLY UNDER RUNNING WARM WATER. 
 

 
 
5.  DRY HANDS & ARMS with a single-use paper towel of hand dryer. Use a paper towel to turn off 
the faucet. If leaving the restroom, use a paper towel to open the door. 

 

Hand Sanitizer Recipes DIY: 
 

Liquid Hand Sanitizer            
1 C of 99% isopropyl alcohol 
1 T of 3% hydrogen peroxide 
1 t of 98% glycerin 
1/4 C, 1 T, and 1 t of sterile distilled of boiled cold water  
Empty spray bottles 
 

1. Pour in the alcohol into a medium-sized container with a pouring spout. 
2. Add the hydrogen peroxide. 
3. Add the glycerin and stir. This is thicker than the first two ingredients and it will take some stirring to 

combine everything. You can use a clean spoon or if your container has a lid, put that on and shake well. 
 

Continued on pg. 6….. 



4. Measure and pour in water. If you are using alcohol that is less than 99%, only add enough water to get a       
final volume of 345 mL or 1.4 cups. Stir. 

5.   Sanitize your spray bottles: Spray (or pour in a little and swish around the bottle) some of your leftover  
      alcohol into your bottles and let them sit until the alcohol has evaporated. Pour in your sanitizer. 
6.   Label your bottles! You don’t want any accidents where someone might ingest your sanitizer by mistake.  
      Go kill some germs. 
 
Gel Hand sanitizer Recipe 
1 C of 91% isopropyl alcohol 
1/2 C aloe vera gel 
15 drops of tea tree oil or another antibacterial essential oil 
Empty lotion or sanitizer containers 
 
1. Pour in the alcohol into a medium-sized container with a pouring spout. 
2. Measure and pour the aloe vera gel. 
3. Add the essential oil.  If you are not a fan of the smell of tea tree, substitute lemongrass, lavender, or  

eucalyptus. 
4. Whisk together. 
5. Sanitize your spray bottles and pour in your hand sanitizer: Spray (or pour in a little and swish around the          

bottle) some of your leftover alcohol into your bottles and let them sit until the alcohol has evaporated.  
Pour in your sanitizer. 

6. Label your bottles! Take some time to do this. Continue Living. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Recipes from Popular Science (popsci.com, March 5, 2020 DIY article) 

Dear FPC Friends, 
Today, I received a phone call from Barbara Roth. Several of you, I am sure know her. We had a delightful con-
versation. Barbara sends her love, as FP has a special place in her heart. She is doing well and living 
in Colorado with her daughter, Julie.   
You may know, she was baptized by the Reverend Herbert J. Anthony (1935- 1942). She spoke  
of getting married at the Alma College chapel. Her address is in the directory if you wish to send her a card. It is 
always such a pleasure to visit with your congregation members, past and present. You have such a rich history 
of being a faithful community of Christ, remember to celebrate it often!  
 
~Pastor Joy  
 
 
 
 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to friends and family of: 
Ross Maki who passed away unexpectedly March 11, 2020.   

Bob Crist who passed away March 16, 2020 at Cleveland Clinic. 
 
 



“Do Not Be Afraid” 
Exodus 14:5–14, Luke 4:1–13, Psalm 91 

March 15, 2020 
 
 You have heard, Governor Gretchen Whitmer declared a state of emergency after Michigan confirmed 
its first two cases of coronavirus disease. And since then, several dozen more cases in Michigan have been 
confirmed as the testing continues. The virus outbreak is now a global pandemic spreading across the United 
States, including Michigan. All of us are scrambling to react, taking measures to slow this thing down.  
 The governor ordered all K-12 schools closed, banned gatherings of over 50 people and requested  
restaurants and bars to close and only offer take out. Many businesses, government offices, and social service 
centers also are shutting down. The Stock Market plummeted. Those who need work hours and child care  
are desperate to figure out what to do. I heard on Tuesday, even the Mall of America in St. Paul, MN closed.  
If you were not afraid before, I expect you are now. Sorry about that. Do not be afraid.  
 Here is what fear does to me: My lunch favorite is Subway. Today, I caught myself actually policing 
the number of people in line making sure there were only five; making sure not just I, but the rest of the  
customers were standing at least six feet away from each other. Alma closed bars and restaurants, churches  
in our community have cancelled services, and Social Services are doing drive through. So, what do we do?   
 Certainly, follow the state and federal requests and simple habits like washing our hands with soap  
and water. And don’t travel unless you must. Avoid all crowds. It is too easy to decide that all we can do is to 
be afraid. We are in a strange place these days. “You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies 
by day,” the psalmist promised, “or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or the destruction that wastes at 
noonday.”  
 The season of Lent leads us to Jerusalem where Jesus is arrested on trumped-up charges, tried in a  
kangaroo court in the middle of the night, and executed on a Friday afternoon on a hill near the garbage dump. 
Lent allows us time, to ponder what all that means to our faith, and that God was in that drama, that innocent 
death, that suffering. Lent is the time to walk for a while with Jesus as he moves slowly, relentlessly to his  
destination on the cross. One of the Lenten stories is Jesus in the wilderness, tempted by Satan. The Spirit 
leads him into the desert for forty days and nights. It is a frightening place, lonely, dry, arid, windy; where a 
man could panic, break down, go mad. God leads Jesus into the desert and leaves him there alone, with his 
fears. 
 Centuries earlier, Moses led God’s people out of their slavery in Egypt. They were stranded with the 
Red Sea on one side and the wilderness on the other:  desert, danger, the unknown. 600 Egyptian chariots  
surrounded them. “In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord.” They say to Moses, “Was it because there 
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?” Of course, they are scared  
to death, terrified. And Moses says, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and see the deliverance that the Lord will 
accomplish for you today.” Easier said than done- right?  
 Fear is mentioned in the Bible at least 300 times. In fact, Walter Brueggemann says, you can  
summarize the whole Bible in two words: “Fear not.” The Psalm I read has dramatic images of threat and  
danger—the terror of the night, the arrow, pestilence, and destruction—then promises there is nothing  
ultimately to fear: “Because you have made the Lord your refuge . . . no evil shall befall you.” 
 Walter Brueggemann said in a sermon: “Remember a time when, as a young child, you were  
frightened, lying in bed at night, sure that the shadows on the bedroom wall were of a burglar at the window, 
or a monster, and the bumps and creaks on the stairway surely a warning of something horrible about  
to happen. And you call out to your parents or caretakers from the darkness, in unrelenting fear, and they  
appear and take you in their arms: “It’s OK. Everything is all right, I’m here. Don’t be afraid.” That, I believe 
is the fundamental, primary, and consistent message of the Bible: “I’m here. Don’t be afraid.”   
 We all have fears, and they help navigate life. Peter Steinke says, “Fear is a wake-up call. It arouses 
awareness of danger. It puts us on high alert.” Yet he says: “it can do just the opposite, overwhelming us and 
diminishing our alertness. When we are afraid, our body produces an abundance of adrenaline that floods our 
body, producing ‘intense vigilance’ – shocking our brains to focus on whatever it is that has frightened us. 
Then we are barely able to focus on anything else. Tunnel vision occurs and fear takes over” (“Fear  
Factor,” Christian Century, 20 February 2007). 
 Fear is a powerful motivator and a very real market force. Fear makes people raise the price on hand 
sanitizers, hand wipes; buy out all the toilet paper and milk without considering others who need it, too.  
Fear can make us mean and say and do things we might not ordinarily.                          

Continued on pg. 8…. 

https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2020/03/report-michigan-confirms-first-cases-of-cononavirus.html


...continued from pg. 7 

When we act out of fear and not out of our commitment to justice and kindness and compassion, a great  
tragedy has happened to us above and beyond the virus itself. Fear can shape us. 
 President Franklin D. Roosevelt reminded the nation – it did not have to live out of its fear. “The only 
thing we have to fear,” he said, “is fear itself.” Perhaps there is truth to that – I’m thinking that personal fear  
is like prison. It oppresses and limits and confines us. Fear of failing convinces us not to venture something 
new and risky. Fear of humiliation prevents a bright student from raising her hand. Fear of ridicule keeps a 
passionate young man from speaking his mind. Fear keeps us confined to one place, never risking, stretching, 
reaching. Someone said that if Michelangelo had been afraid of heights,  
he would have painted the Sistine Chapel floor. Fear of rejection even prevents us from saying, “I love you.  
I need you. I want you.” Peter Gomes says that “fear, not sin, is the curse on human life, and that when Jesus 
Christ frees you from your fear, your fear of death, you are literally given your life back.” Perhaps that is what 
we fear most. I recently read - Paul Tillich say that our real fear is the “anxiety of not existing anymore.”  
Perhaps the “terror of the night” is not death, but it is our own death. And then the promise of faith is that 
there is nothing to fear. “When they call me, I will answer them,” the psalmist promises. “I will be with them 
in trouble.” You don’t have to be afraid.  
 Jan Richardson offers this wisdom about how to endure these troubling times. You can see what you 
think:  “To all that is chaotic in you, let there come silence. Let there be a calming of the clamoring, a stilling 
of the voices that have laid their claim on you, that have made their home in you, that go with you even to the 
holy places but will not let you rest, will not let you hear your life with wholeness or feel the grace that  
fashioned you. Let what distracts you cease. Let what divides you cease. Let there come an end to what  
diminishes and demeans, and let depart all that keeps you in its cage. Let there be an opening into the quiet 
that lies beneath the chaos, where you find the peace, you did not think possible and see what shimmers  
within the storm.” Do not be afraid.   
 Or, as another psalm so beautifully puts it, “Even in the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for thou art with me. Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Do not be afraid.  
 That is all I have to offer to you today in the midst of these strange and unexpected times. And that our 
faith in Jesus the Christ, the Great Spirit, an everlasting God presence, is summarized in the words “Fear not.” 
Fear not the terror of the night. Fear not the coronavirus. Fear not terrorists. Fear not the future. Fear not the 
new job. Fear not the end of the old job. Fear not the end of the relationship. Fear not the risk of a new  
relationship. Fear not the move to a new place. Fear not the threat of failure. Fear not sickness. Fear not  
surgery. Fear not death itself. The promise of God is that we will never be abandoned. Amen. 
 
(Thanks to Jan Richardson, John Buchanan, Walter Bruggeman, the Christian Century for help on this sermon.)  

Be Proactive in Stewardship 
 

 These are unusual and challenging times.  The current pandemic disrupts our daily lives and creates 
anxiety for our physical health and financial well being.   
 Canceling worship and other church activities is a necessary step to help stop the spread of the  
virus. We know the situation is unpredictable and more difficult for some of us.  Ministry doesn’t end  
during this time; in fact, it increases. It is important to this church and its ministry that we continue  
contributing on a regular basis. 
 Giving is a privilege we all hold. You can help your congregation by continuing to be a faithful  
supporter of our ministries. In Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth he writes about the “the churches  
of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have  
overflowed in a wealth of liberality on their part.” 2 Corinthians 8:2 
 We would appreciate it if you would mail in your contribution or drop it off at the church office.  
Please let us know if you’d prefer someone to come pick up your contribution. 
 We are holding you close as we navigate a new way to worship.  If we can help you by picking up 
groceries or medication, or in any other way, please call the church. 
 Remember we are all in this together.  Thank you for your support. 

~Ann Baker on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 



OUTREACH 
 

Your Outreach Ministries at work! 
Dave Pitts and his volunteer staff are continuing to prepare nutritious meals for Community Café but are 
packaging up meals and delivering them to cars as they pull up to the door. We provide restroom access only 
during the hours of 5:30 – 6:30, no seating is provided inside or outside. Please contact the church office  
if you would like to volunteer to help (no roller skates required). This manner of providing meals incurs the  
additional cost of packaging items, so cash donations are appreciated. 
 
Food Pantry has continued to serve our community as well. Marsha Turner, Ellie Freed, and Susan 
Czeiszperger have come up with a way to distribute food without having guests enter the pantry. Pre-packed 
boxes and bags of groceries are delivered to vehicles as they drive up to the rear entrance of the Narthex. 
Families are allowed two choices of items from our freezer (meat) and runners retrieve these items from the 
freezer to help round out client meals. Our usual data is being collected per regulations, but the Food Bank 
has suspended the need for guest signatures. If you would like to volunteer with the Food Pantry, help is 
needed shopping, pre-boxing items, stocking the shelves and helping on Tuesdays from 1:30 – 3:30. Please 
call Carolyn Near at 989-463-0731 if interested. Don’t forget, we welcome donations of food and cash. 
 
Good Company is evaluating its schedule based upon CDC recommendations for mental health services.  
We have suspended the program until April 6 when new guidelines will be released. We are staying  
connected with our families by phone with whatever support we can provide on an individual basis.  
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is observed on Palm Sunday. Please don’t overlook this critically important 
mission program for our churches. As inconvenient as is our current situation, PCUSA serves communities 
through OGHS whose conditions are vastly more dire than ours. Your contributions will support a vital  
program. Please see the enclosed envelope from PCUSA. 
 
The Hornus Endowment is still available to support people who are in need of assistance. This is a “Honey 
Do” fund and the interest earned on this endowment is designated for use by people who need a hand with a 
project or emergency. As spring approaches and projects rear their ugly heads, keep this fund in mind. 

 
 
 
 
 
Birthdays 
04/03 Ann Baker 
04/05 Dorothy Swanson 
04/07 Jim Krieve 
04/09 Tony Patterson 
04/09 Ann Thomas 
04/10 Joe Czeiszperger 
04/11 Adam Dixon 
04/11 Danny Dixon 
04/13 Donna Howe 
04/13 Donna Rowland 
04/14 Liam Maslovich 
04/15 Darcy Hodges 
04/18 Jean Dice 
04/18 Isabel Sacco 

 
 
 
 
 
 

04/28 Tom Garringer 
04/29 Mary Krieg 
04/29 Kaiden Pavlik 
04/29 Adam Terwilliger 
 
Anniversaries 
04/07 Dawn & Doug Terwilliger 
04/28 Jeff & Courtney Abernathy 

If we’ve missed your date,  
please send it to the office! 



 
 
         No Calendar or Serving Schedules will be included until  

                   Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. 

 

 The First Presbyterian Church 
    495 Charles Avenue 
        Alma, MI  48801 
 
  Transitional Pastor: Rev. M. Joy Smith 
      989-463-2940 (Fax 989-463-2094) 
     Church Website:  www.firstpres.net   
             Office email:  office@firstpres.net  

 

         
      visit us on Facebook and check out the calendar online:  
        https://www.firstpres.net/news-and-events/calendar/  
 
                     Mailed on April 1, 2020 

This newsletter is on our 
website.  Help us save  

postage and trees!   
If you would prefer not 
to receive our printed 

newsletter, please  
contact us by  

mail, phone, or e-mail.  
Thank you! 

First Presbyterian Church 
495 Charles Avenue 

Alma, MI  48801 
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