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We are on a journey. From the time we enter into the world until the
moment we take our final breath, we find our way as life unfolds before us. So it
is with faith. It too, is a lifelong journey. Along the way we encounter others, and
at these crossing points we encounter the living God. Especially in the transitions
of our lives, we encounter the living God. A transitional year has gone past us.
We know each other a little better; we struggle together, we laugh, we care together, and we even
cry sometimes. It is a gift to reflect on the journey we have travelled together thus far. I am
forever grateful that our journeys have crossed paths. Certainly, we have encountered God in new
and unexpected places.
We encounter the living God ~ as our Session and many church leaders do cumbersome
and yet faithful tasks of stewardship, planning, and budgets; through Sylvia, Deb,
and Carlene as they care for our children; as Crystal and her volunteers send out the newsletter,
print bulletins and many tasks we do not know about it. Through Darcy and the Deacons, who
remind of us of those who need our nurture; and as Sarah Horn and the party Deacons plan special
celebrations. As the many of you serve us coffee and cookies, greet us and pass hymnals and
offering plates.
We encounter the living God ~ as we see the Ad-hoc Committee prayerfully consider
how the church can be faithful to carry out your ministry; and as the transition team prepares for a
new installed pastor. As Building and Grounds care for this beautiful building that does important
ministry, as snow is shoveled, broken windows are fixed, floors are mopped, and toilets are
unstopped; as holes are patched on the roof; when volunteers (I will not begin to name them!)
provide food for those who may be running short; as Tadd, Ellie, and the Finance and Endowment
Committee keep us fiscally responsible; as the Stewardship Committee celebrates your gifts and
treasures; as the Worship Committee prepares sacred spaces and through Al, Tony and Zach,
Terry, Emma, Adam and Danny, and Jan and the dedicated choir and so many others who share
their talents and as we discern how God calls us to serve as the new Body of Christ.
We encounter the living God~ in the self-discovery and connecting faith in worship;
on Second Sundays; as Sabbath Group gathers; through the words of the youngest during the
Young at Heart; as hymns are sung, even those we do not know; through scripture, prayers, and as
we gather around the Lord’s Table.
We encounter the living God ~ as we mourned the deaths of Don Godfrey, Barre Garey,
Dan Greening, Alice Patterson, Nora Roach, Ralph Hinderleider, Jacalyn Smith, Dottie
Wassenaar, friends and relatives of yours; and even as you said good-bye to those who have left
to attend other churches or moved away.
We encounter the living God ~ as the Linus group makes quilts and passes them on
to those who need extra warmth; through you preparing meals, making phone calls, visits, texts,
and even posting on Facebook.
We encounter the living God ~ as we light Advent candles in the dark and reflect on
the meaning of Jesus’ birth, singing quietly Silent Night, and, as we share our faith into our
daily living.
We encounter the living God ~ when hands join together in the church kitchen to
prepare meals for funerals, Easter breakfast, Thanksgiving Dinner, hot chocolate, tea and
coffee; when someone leaves a box of cereal or canned beans in the
Continued...

Warwick Living Center: Donna Rowland
Schnepp Health Care Center: Phil Smith, Sarah Thorndike
Masonic Pathways: Pam Brackbill, Jean Dice, Bob & Joan Fraker,
Jo Garey, Nan Greening, Roy Roach, Dorothy Swanson, Joan Godfrey
Arbor Grove: Sally Thoe
At Home: Emily Czeiszperger, Katie Dixon, George Gibbs (Sue Deel’s
dad), Edie Hillstrom, Carol Layman, Barb Marble, Millie Meger, Carolyn
Near, Fran Nesen, Annerose White
Special Requests: Jonathan Boerner (Sally Geuder’s cousin), Mary Lou Byl, Jill Capozzoli
(daughter of John McCormack & Shirley Hopper), Cameron McAvoy (Ellie Freed’s greatnephew), Alexis Fahey (Dan Fahey’s cousin), Ann & Jack Fahey (Dan’s Grandparents),
the Hansel Family (friends of Jo Garey).
Vanderbilt Divinity School: T.J. Piccolo (Nashville, TN)

For those who wish
to send cards:
Warwick Living Center
842 W. Warwick Dr.
Alma, MI 48801

Schnepp Health Care Center
427 E. Washington
St. Louis, MI 48880

Arbor Grove
1320 Pine Ave.
Alma MI 48801

Masonic Pathways (all sections)
1200 Wright Ave.
Alma, MI 48801

Individual home addresses are
available from the church office.

Church Staff
Church office phone ________________________ 989-463-2940
Transitional Pastor __ Rev. M. Joy Smith _________ 989-463-2940

Mary Lou Byl
Vicinia Garden
Intermediate Care
4045 Vicinia Way
Fenton, MI 48430

Dir. Educational
Ministries _________ Carlene Lyon _____________ 989-463-6558
Sanctuary Choir
Director __________ Anthony Patterson _________ 989-906-4695
Student Music
Director __________ Zach Everly
Organist __________ Al Bartholomew___________ 989-763-5248

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Closed for Lunch

Treasurer _________ Marsha Turner ___________ 989-463-6250
Financial
Secretary _________ Tadd Godfrey _____________ 989-289-3324
Recording
Secretary _________ Ellie Freed _______________ 989-463-2918
Administrative
Assistant__________ Crystal Parsons
Nursery
Supervisor ________ Sylvia Kinoshita
Custodians ________ Doug Humphrey
Good Company ____ Sherri Florez _____________ 616-550-8111
Coordinator

Good Company
Monday ~ Wednesday ~ Friday:
10:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesdays 1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.
(no fifth Tuesday)

Community Café
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.

Church News

The Families of:

Dottie Wassenaar, who passed
away December 20, 2019.
Services will be held April 25.
Don Godfrey, who passed
away December 22, 2019. A Memorial Service
will be held Sunday, February 23, 2020 at 2 p.m.
in the Sanctuary.
Reminders: items for the
bulletin (servers, notices,
etc.) are due no later than Thursday morning for the
upcoming Sunday service. I will do my best to find
a spot in the bulletin for your items. The earlier you
send it to me during the week, the better.
Newsletter deadline is Wednesday, the third full
week in the month. This is typically around the 20th
of each month. Please submit items as soon as you
have them for the newsletter. The longer I have to
wait for submissions, the later it is the newsletter
goes out. Thank you for your help!

Deadline for the March
First Pres Release: Wednesday, February 19

Birthdays
02/06
02/08
02/08
02/09
02/09
02/10
02/11
02/12
02/15
02/15
02/15
02/16
02/17
02/21

Jean Kimball
Rosemary Fisher
Nan Greening
Bryan McCracken
Ron Turner
Linda Williams
Ellen Timmins
Cathy Horn
Sue Deel
Karen Lincoln
Annerose White
Carol Rosan
Renu Maslovich
Dawn Terwilliger

Sabbath Group
The Sabbath Group will be starting a new book on
February 10 titled "The Last Week: a Day by Day
Account of Jesus's Final Week in Jerusalem" by
John Dominic Crossan and Marcus J. Borg.
As we enter the Lenten season in late February,
this book will be very appropriate. The Group
meets on Monday evenings in the Garden Room at
7:00. If any women would like to join us, please
contact Kathy Smith or Jeri Piccolo, or just come
on Monday! We welcome new voices!
Christian Ed
The Lenten meal program will be offered
again starting on Ash Wednesday,
February 26 and running through March 1.
On Ash Wednesday, the Lenten Supper will be at
5:30 p.m. and the service will begin at 6 p.m.
On the following Wednesdays, a light dinner will
be served at 5:30 with the program at 6:00. We
will be discussing Jill Duffield’s Lent in Plain
Sight: A Devotional through Ten Objects. Books
will be available to pick up on Ash Wednesday.
Keep an eye out for other Lenten education and
events!

02/22
02/23
02/24

Chase Allman-Knieper
Nikki Deel
Megan Radaz
90th Birthday!
Ellen Timmins is
having a card shower
on February 11. Send cards to:
889 Riverview Dr., Alma.

Anniversaries
02/15
Deb & Brian Rockafellow
If we’ve missed your date,
please send it to the office!

Church News and Activities, continued
Tokens for TICOS
January donations: $17.16
Donations may be made by cash
or check (payable to FPC,
memo line—Tokens for Ticos)

Our congregation is one of many local midMichigan Presbyterian churches in partnership
with churches in Costa Rica since 1989.
Poverty and hunger are growing problems in their
communities. The people of Costa Rica are called
“Ticos,” so we call our collection Tokens
for Ticos. $1.25 pays for one warm meal for a
hungry child. Please, be generous, and help us feed
the children of Costa Rica.
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me.” Matthew 18:5

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

Volunteers: We can always use volunteers!
Whether you would prefer to come in on your
own time to stock and organize the pantry or if
you would prefer to work directly with clients
on Tuesdays, we would love to have you.
January: we served 43 households, 177
individuals, providing 2,655 meals.
We are open on Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Food donations: Current Needs! Cereal,
spaghetti sauce, biscuit mixes, applesauce,
canned vegetables, pasta/rice sides,
mac-n-cheese, helper mixes, canned chicken
and tuna.
Diced tomatoes, peanut butter,
and juice are also popular.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.
OUTREACH
We concluded our years of the Fill the Ark
project with a donation of $1500 which bought
a pair of oxen and a plow!
We are now responding to our mission’s plea
to bring clean water to the third
world. You are invited to help our
children Prime the Pump by
placing a contribution in the water
bucket by the pump near the
pulpit.

ACTIVITIES TO GET US MOVING!

Tai Chi Easy at First Pres!
Never tried Tai Chi before?
Take a class and discover yourself!
Tuesdays: 10 a.m.
Tai chi is a martial art that uses slow
movements, breathing, mindfulness, and self
applied massage to achieve a relaxed state
to health, vitality, and peace of mind. Class is
donation based and lasts about 45 minutes.
Tai Chi will be on hiatus for six weeks from
February through March 14.

Good Company

Offers HOURLY Social Programming, in response
to community need and request. The program
is available Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
(except holidays) from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
in Swigart Fellowship Hall. Lunch is provided,
however, refrigeration & microwave are available
for those who prefer to bring their own.
Enjoyable activities are designed for each individual
to stimulate mental functioning and physical abilities
while spouse or caregiver is free to tend to other
activities. New participants MUST register
in advance. $10 hourly rate includes all services.
Contact the church office at 989-463-2940 or
www.firstpres.net for more information.

Thursday
Men’s Breakfast
A time of fellowship and good food. 7:30 on
Thursday mornings at JJ Ruby’s Restaurant
on State Rd. between Alma and Ithaca.

Narcotics Anonymous

Graciously Forgiven meetings Tuesday evenings,
7 p.m. in the Four Seasons Room.
Women’s Retreat 2020:
Holiness in our Midst
We welcome all women of the church to a wonderful
weekend of renewal and fellowship on the shores of
Higgins Lake. Save the dates: March 27-29. We are
delighted that Pastor Joy will be facilitating our
gathering this year. Please mark your calendars, call
the office or Jeri Piccolo or Kathy Smith if you have
any questions. Registration materials coming soon!

Responding to God’s Call and the Opportunities Before Us

Responding to God’s call may not be easy. What was Abraham thinking when he set out with his
entire family to go to a land he’d never been to, risking everything for a voice he thought he’d heard? Who
was Moses to think he could stand up to the most powerful king in the land, or to even attempt it after he had
so much doubt about his calling? Would you have advised your kids to do what Peter, James, and John did,
leaving it all (including you, mom and dad!) to follow a man that had just burst onto the scene and some are
starting to think is God?
Sometimes we need a reality check and need to ask ourselves “Am I trusting God or being foolish?”
There is risk in not recognizing when God is calling us and in not recognizing what God is calling us to do.
This is illustrated by the story of the man who drowns while praying to God for help. The story is told in a
variety of ways and this is one example:
A man was caught in rising floodwaters. He climbed on the roof of his house and trusted God to rescue
him. A neighbor came by in a canoe and said, “The waters will soon be above your house. Hop in and
we’ll paddle to safety.”
“No thanks,” replied the man. “I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure he will save me.”
A short time later the police came by in a boat. “The waters will soon be above your house. Hop in and
we’ll take you to safety.”
“No thanks,” replied the man. “I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure he will save me.”
A little time later a rescue helicopter hovered overhead, rescuers let down a rope ladder and said,
“The waters will soon be above your house. Climb the ladder and we’ll fly you to safety.”
“No thanks,” replied the man. “I’ve prayed to God and I’m sure he will save me.”
All this time the floodwaters continued to rise, until soon they reached above the roof and the man
drowned. When he arrived at heaven he demanded an audience with God. Ushered into God’s throne
room he said, “Lord, why am I here in heaven? I prayed for you to save me, I trusted you to save me
from that flood.”
“Yes, you did, my child” replied the Lord. “And I sent you a canoe, a boat, and a helicopter. But you
never got in.”
~Submitted on behalf of the Stewardship Committee by Ann Baker.

...continued from pg. 1
grocery cart; through faithfully serving at Community Café; sitting with Alzheimer’s guests; through the
hearing and responding to the call for donations of time, talent, and treasure.
I encounter the living God ~ while serving food at Community Café; participating with the Sabbath
Group; through your special words of kindness and generous gifts; preaching
on Sunday mornings; preparing to preach for Sunday mornings; praying with and for you; listening to your
faith journeys; encouraging your spirits and walking this time of transition with you.
And I always encounter the living God ~ through my wonderful children, Kaden and Hunter, my
brother and our senior parents; when I run in warm weather and exercise
at the Alma College gym in cold weather; through Chuck, the love of my life; and of course Zack; and as I see
in and through your eyes, the love for life and love for your neighbors.
May God lead and guide us, Christ walk with us, and the Spirit hold us as we continue our transitional
pilgrimage into 2020.
Peace for the journey,
Pastor Joy

FPC February Serving Schedule
If your date is not convenient, PLEASE CHANGE WITH SOMEONE ELSE ON YOUR LIST and report
the change to the church office by the Wednesday prior to your date. Thanks so much for your help!
Sunday 10:30

February 2

February 9

February 16

February 23

Head Usher

Tincy Goggin
Darcy Hodges

Tincy Goggin
Darcy Hodges

Tincy Goggin
Darcy Hodges

Tincy Goggin
Darcy Hodges

Ushers

Kellee Garcia
Darcy Hodges

Tincy Goggin
Julie Frick

Chris & Denise Murray

Ann Baker
Deanna Timmins

Brad & Crystal Parsons

Bob & Sue Deel

Count Offering

Julie Frick

Ann Baker

Sue Malone

Sue Beckett

Worship
Leaders

Julie Frick

Michael Selmon

Sheryle Dixon

Sue Malone

Time for the
Young at Heart

Jimm Lyon
Sylvia Kinoshita
Olivia Robinson

Sylvia Kinoshita
Samantha Babcock

Sylvia Kinoshita
Olivia Robinson

Greeters

Sylvia Kinoshita
Samantha Babcock

Nursery

Coffee Hour Hosts

Communion
February 2
Intinction

Set-up: Sue Malone
Serve: Julie Frick, Jean Kimball, Joy Smith
Clean-up: volunteers

Community Café and Food Pantry
TUESDAY

February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Food Pantry

Carolyn Studley
Topher Goggin
Mary Hurley

MaryAnne EvansJustin
Tincy Goggin
Mary Hurley

Ellie Freed
Deb Rockafellow

Ann Hall
Sue Malone

THURSDAY

February 6

February 13

February 20

February 27

Community
Café

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers
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Transitional Pastor: Rev. M. Joy Smith
989-463-2940 (Fax 989-463-2094)
Church Website: www.firstpres.net
Office email: office@firstpres.net
This newsletter is on our
website. Help us save
postage and trees! If you
would prefer not to receive
our printed newsletter,
please contact us by
mail, phone, or e-mail.
Thank you!

2/9: Second Sunday Meal
and Program
2/18: Blood Drive
2/26: Ash Wednesday,
Lenten Supper Program

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.
visit us on Facebook and check out the calendar online:
https://www.firstpres.net/news-and-events/calendar/
Mailed on February 3, 2020

