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Dear Friends,
As I write this, it is 2020 and the start (or end) of a new decade. Many sad
and terrible things happened this year and least we forget, joys and celebrations
too. It has been a year of great change. It has been a year to sigh and be glad it is
over. It is also a year to recognize we have Christmas work to do more than ever.
Epiphany follows Christmas on the church calendar. I like it better than Christmas. I like
that we have stars to follow, wisdom to learn, and new births in which to participate. I like to
think we are star gazers. We have a brand new light to lead us. And God needs us more than ever
to have the courage to keep lighting those candles. Here is a poem someone shared with me
recently:
When the world is busy doing worldly things and not really watching the edges
of creation, on some wonder days shall love be born again.
And on that Beautiful Day the promise shall be fulfilled, that now haunts the minds
of dreamers.
On that day the promise shall be fulfilled, that now haunts the minds of dreamers…
On that day when the ‘counter-imagination’ of Jesus of Rosa of Martin, of Barack shall be fulfilled. When love, inclusiveness, community, are born again on the edges.
Is that not what haunts all dreamers?
And what about us? Can we also dare to say…when the ‘counter-imagination’ of First
Presbyterian Church shall be fulfilled? If not, why not? I invite you, us, to both ponder and dream
as we start at a new place.
Peace for the journey,
Pastor Joy
Transition Team Report:
The transition team continues to meet every other week. The session charged the team
with completing the vision/mission work that was started at the leadership retreat in October.
In response, the transition team explored different models that might fit our church’s future based
on who we are already, and who we can be in the Alma (Gratiot County) community. Pastor Joy
met with Matt Schooley, City Manager, who shared similar growing pains that is shaping Alma;
and talked about ways to partner. The team also took into consideration information learned
from the congregation in our transition activities and small group. The team has initially favored a
model that partners with Alma College and focuses on food justice as a foundation project that we
can rally behind over the next few years. The model is contingent on several moving parts,
including funding and the “fit” with Alma College’s ideas about the partnership, understanding
that this model is contingent upon several things falling into place. Those discussions continue
with President of the College, Jeff Abernathy and Director of Spiritual Life, Andrew Pomerville
and other faculty members. We will share more information at the Annual Congregation,
January 26. Your input will be vital as we move ahead into the new year.
Vision: First Presbyterian Church is a church that experiences and shares God’s love and
compassion (as determined at the leadership retreat).

Warwick Living Center: Donna Rowland
Schnepp Health Care Center: Phil Smith
Masonic Pathways: Pam Brackbill, Mary Lou Byl,
Jean Dice, Bob & Joan Fraker, Jo Garey, Nan Greening, Roy Roach,
Dorothy Swanson, Joan Godfrey
Arbor Grove: Sally Thoe
At Home: Emily Czeiszperger, Katie Dixon, George Gibbs (Sue Deel’s
dad), Edie Hillstrom, Carol Layman, Barb Marble, Millie Meger,
Carolyn Near, Fran Nesen, Annerose White, Deanna Timmins
Special Requests: Jonathan Boerner (Sally Geuder’s cousin), Jill Capozzoli (daughter of John
McCormack & Shirley Hopper), Cameron McAvoy (Ellie Freed’s great-nephew), Charlie &
Susan Bowling (friends of Teri Anthony), Alexis Fahey (Dan Fahey’s cousin), Ann & Jack
Fahey (Dan’s Grandparents), Corey & Lecia (friends of Teri Anthony), the Hansel Family
(friends of Jo Garey), the Tony Jones Family (Jimm Lyon’s cousin).
Vanderbilt Divinity School: T.J. Piccolo (Nashville, TN)
For those who wish
to send cards:
Warwick Living Center
842 W. Warwick Dr.
Alma, MI 48801

Schnepp Health Care Center
427 E. Washington
St. Louis, MI 48880

Arbor Grove
1320 Pine Ave.
Alma MI 48801

Masonic Pathways (all sections)
1200 Wright Ave.
Alma, MI 48801

Individual home addresses are
available from the church office.

Church Staff
Church office phone ________________________ 989-463-2940
Transitional Pastor __ Rev. M. Joy Smith _________ 989-463-2940
Dir. Educational
Ministries _________ Carlene Lyon _____________ 989-463-6558
Sanctuary Choir
Director __________ Anthony Patterson _________ 989-906-4695

Church Office Hours

Student Music
Director __________ Zach Everly

Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Closed for Lunch

Organist __________ Al Bartholomew___________ 989-763-5248
Treasurer _________ Marsha Turner ___________ 989-463-6250
Financial
Secretary _________ Tadd Godfrey _____________ 989-289-3324
Recording
Secretary _________ Ellie Freed _______________ 989-463-2918

Good Company
Monday ~ Wednesday ~ Friday:
10:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Food Pantry Hours

Administrative
Assistant__________ Crystal Parsons

Tuesdays 1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.
(no fifth Tuesday)

Nursery
Supervisor ________ Sylvia Kinoshita

Community Café

Custodians ________ Doug Humphrey

Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.

Good Company ____ Sherri Florez _____________ 616-550-8111
Coordinator

Church News

The Families of:

Dottie Wassenaar, who passed
away December 20, 2019.
Services will be held in the
Spring.
Don Godfrey, who passed away December 22,
2019. A Memorial Service will be held Sunday,
February 23, 2020 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Thank you to the Linus Ladies
Group for the beautiful quilt you
gave Me. I am enjoying it
immensely. Also thank you, Joy
for coming to visit me before and
after surgery! ~ Annerose White

Deadline for the February
First Pres Release: Wednesday, January 22

Birthdays
01/01 Tadala Store
01/02 Lisa Godfrey
01/08 Casey Robards
01/09 Carol Layman
01/14 Rosemary Neilsen
01/16 Bob Fraker
01/17 Gordon Brumbaugh
01/17 Bob Marble
01/18 Bridgett McCaffrey
01/19 Kimberly Brumbaugh
01/20 Sally Thoe
01/22 Crystal Parsons
01/26 Kathy Kaiser
01/26 Ewan Lyon
01/26 Denise Murray
01/28 Sherry Orihel

Sabbath Group
Our women’s group has started up again! Monday
evenings at 7:00 we are discussing “Speaking
Christian: Why Christian Words Have Lost Their
Power and How They Can Be Restored”
by Marcus J. Borg. Join us in the Garden Room!
If you would like to order a book, please contact
Jeri Piccolo or Kathy Smith. We are currently
in Chapters 17—19. We read and study different
books, pray together, and have some lively
discussions! We would love to have more women
join us. Please talk with Kathy or Jeri if you have
questions or would like more information.
Presbytery News
I am delighted to report that in 2019 we had 100%
of our presbytery’s per capita assessment paid
by congregations. This is not the case everywhere.
Our presbytery’s record on per capita is among the
best in the denomination and is the envy of other
presbyteries. This achievement is more than just a
number – it reflects our commitment to mutuality
and shared mission in our presbytery.
...continued pg. 5

Anniversaries
01/02 Tim & Anne Lambrecht
01/10 Mark & Deb Jewell
01/21 Sylvia & Jordan Kinoshita

If we’ve missed your date,
please send it to the office!

Church News and Activities, continued
Tokens for TICOS
December donations: $65.33
Donations may be made by cash
or check (payable to FPC, memo
line—Tokens for Ticos)

Our congregation is one of many local midMichigan Presbyterian churches in partnership
with churches in Costa Rica since 1989.
Poverty and hunger are growing problems in their
communities. The people of Costa Rica are called
“Ticos,” so we call our collection Tokens
for Ticos. $1.25 pays for one warm meal for a
hungry child. Please, be generous, and help us feed
the children of Costa Rica.
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me.” Matthew 18:5

thank you to Maggie Malone for going over the top with
her beautiful display of specialty cupcakes and brownies. I
am very proud to announce $382 was our bake sale total,
for a total of $582 in profits.
Even though our number of guests is down
to four, we are so grateful for the continued support
for this program. Our guests need us and enjoy every
minute they can spend with Good Company. We are
praying God sends new ones our way that need our
services. Each guest was given a Christmas gift bag
prepared by the Good Company staff. Thank you to Sue
Malone, Martha Moore, and Amy Chapin for your
donation of goodies for these bags. We are continuing
to create moments of joy! Thanks again for everyone
involved.
~Sherri Florez Program Coordinator

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

Volunteers: We can always use volunteers!
Whether you would prefer to come in on your
own time to stock and organize the pantry or if
you would prefer to work directly with clients
on Tuesdays, we would love to have you.
December: we served 29 households, 82
individuals, providing 900 meals.
We are open on Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Food donations: Current Needs! Cereal,
spaghetti sauce, biscuit mixes, applesauce,
canned vegetables, pasta/rice sides, mac-ncheese, helper mixes, canned chicken and
tuna.
Diced tomatoes, peanut butter, and juice are also
popular.
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider.
GOOD COMPANY UPDATE

Our Good Company group would like to give thanks to
everyone involved in making our recent Holiday Bazaar
a success! This was the third year and we are hoping
for many more.
Thank you to each of the vendors for coming and
spending the day with us and also donating
to our bake sale. Kim Derryberry, Courtney Langdon,
Kristy Hessbrook, Nicole Barter, Jill Moeggenborg,
Lorraine Mathers, Debbi Colley, Kelly Litterini, Jennifer
Berryhill, Kimberly Hamad.
Thank you to everyone who supported our group
with purchasing baked goods and lunch. A special

OUTREACH
Session endorsed Outreach’s recommendation for the
following organization’s financial support:
Alma College Chapel
$1,000
Love, INC
Everyone Together

$1,200
$400

Gratiot Emergency Housing

$1,000

Project Paws*($244+$206)

$ 450

R.I.S.E (formerly Women’s Aid)**
($100+$350)
Total

$ 450
$4,200

Donations through free-will offerings include:
• Project Paws (40% Pentecost) $244 stipulated
for support of youth at risk.
• **R.I.S.E. (25% Peace & Global Witness) $100
stipulated for support of those in cultures
of violence.
The Fill the Ark donation for animal husbandry for the
year was almost $1,250 and was sent to Presbyterian
Ministries for animal husbandry in the third world. The
committee recommends that this collection continue in
2020 but that it be designated for development of water
wells.
Please remember our ongoing donation of snow shovels
to the Alma Chapel group for students to use when
clearing snow in the community. Also, remember the Fill
the Cart Program each Communion Sunday where we
bring grocery items to benefit the Food Pantry. Please
check our Facebook post for ideas of needed items.

POINSETTIAS AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS
were donated by…
Ann Baker with gratitude for David Pitts, Elizabeth Pitts, and Sylvia and Jordan Kinoshita.
Charles R. Garringer in memory of Mary E. Garringer, his wife and best friend.
Barbara Hattery with gratitude for her family and friends.
Dave and Mary Anne Justin in memory of Frank & Mildred Justin, in celebration of Jeanne and
Allen Wandersleben, and with gratitude for Albright M. Nicholson.
Jean Kimball in memory of husband John, and sons James, Robert, and Joel.
Sue Knarr in memory of Fritz Knarr.
Carol J. Layman in memory of Arthur E. Holmes.
Ron and Debra Meints in memory of our family members celebrating in Heaven.
Nick and Jeri Piccolo in celebration of Jessica, Joann, and T.J., and with gratitude for the blessings
of family, friends, and church family (including Sabbath Group!).
Molly Remsberg and family in memory of Richard Remsberg.
The Timmins Family in memory of Calvin J. Timmins, husband, dad, grandpa.
...Presbytery News continued
Many members regard the annual per capita assessment as “dues” for being part of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Some even think of the per capita assessment as church “taxes”. These are
imperfect analogies. While payment of per capita is mandatory for presbyteries, the same is not true
of congregations. While congregations have a “high moral obligation” to participate, our polity prohibits
presbyteries from punishing sessions or congregations that do not fulfill their per capita obligation.
Likewise, sessions may not require per capita contributions from members.
Per capita has always been an act of sharing. The earliest mention of per capita in the PCUSA is in
1734, and the earliest per capita program was the “Commissioner Travel Expense Fund” begun in 1806.
The fund helped defray the cost of commissioners from distant presbyteries (then it meant Ohio and
Kentucky) to travel to the meeting of the General Assembly. Essentially, per capita equalizes the expense
of being a connectional church by sharing the cost of our denominational services in an equitable manner.
One of the reasons that we have such a good record of per capita participation is our presbytery’s
commitment to frugal stewardship. An informal survey of per capita assessments shows our presbytery per
capita portion ($16.80 in 2020) to be fifth lowest among the 45 or so responding presbyteries. Several per
capita rates are over $40 for the presbytery portion alone. We are also blessed with well-managed investments
and endowed bequests from generations of faithful and generous Presbyterians, that reduce per capita by
generating over $80,000 annually toward our presbytery budget.
But another, more important, reason for our solid record is that we have developed and embodied a
culture of mutuality and community in our presbytery. While occasionally circumstances might require a
church to postpone payments (as one congregation did this year, offset by another’s back payment), the norm
of full payment is an important expression of our commitment to each other. When one church fails to pay
their share of per capita, they are shifting that burden to the other churches of the presbytery. Not paying per
capita is the ecclesiastical form of the “dine-and-dash” prank we might have played on our friends as
irresponsible teenagers but would never do as adults. As a presbytery, we are committed to honoring every
dollar given with faithful, responsible, frugal, and accountable stewardship. As sessions and congregations,
we are committed to contributing our mutually agreed portion of our shared mission costs.
I am grateful to serve a presbytery that has demonstrated such commitment to each other and to the
work we are called to do together for Christ.
Faithfully,
Dan Saperstein, Executive Presbyter

FPC January Serving Schedule
If your date is not convenient, PLEASE CHANGE WITH SOMEONE ELSE ON YOUR LIST and report
the change to the church office by the Wednesday prior to your date. Thanks so much for your help!
Sunday 10:30

Head Usher

January 5

January 12

January 19

January 26

Tim & Anne Lambrecht

Tim & Anne Lambrecht

Tim & Anne Lambrecht

Tim & Anne Lambrecht

Kathy Smith
Marsha Turner

Patricia Daily
Mary Hurley

Deb Meints
Sheryle Dixon

Chris & Denise Murray

Jimm Lyon

Sue Malone

Ron Meints

Ron Turner

Brad Parsons

Sue Deel

Ann Hall

Bryan Dinwoody

Jimm Lyon

Carlene Lyon

Sylvia Kinoshita
Samantha Babcock

Sylvia Kinoshita
Olivia Robinson

Sylvia Kinoshita
Samantha Babcock

Sylvia Kinoshita
Olivia Robinson

Jean Kimball

Second Sunday Chili
Lunch

Ushers
Greeters
Count Offering
Worship
Leaders
Time for the
Young at Heart
Nursery

Coffee Hour Hosts

Communion
January 5
Intinction

Set-up: Sue Malone
Serve: Mark & Deb Jewell, Joy Smith
Clean-up: volunteers

Community Café and Food Pantry
January 7

January 14

January 21

January 28

Carolyn Studley

MaryAnne EvansJustin

Ellie Freed

Ann Hall
Sue Malone

THURSDAY

January 2

January 9

January 16

January 23/30

Community
Café

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

Dave Pitts
Roberta Charney
Heidi Faust
volunteers

TUESDAY

Food Pantry

←

First Pres Release

NON-PROFIT ORG.
PAID
PERMIT NO. 139
Alma, MI 48801

←

First Presbyterian Church
495 Charles Avenue
Alma, MI 48801
RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

←

←

FIRST PRES RELEASE
The First Presbyterian Church
495 Charles Avenue
Alma, MI 48801

Transitional Pastor: Rev. M. Joy Smith
989-463-2940 (Fax 989-463-2094)
Church Website: www.firstpres.net
Office email: office@firstpres.net
This newsletter is on our
website. Help us save
postage and trees! If you
would prefer not to receive
our printed newsletter,
please contact us by
mail, phone, or e-mail.
Thank you!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

01/01: Office Closed
01/12: Second Sunday Chili
Lunch and Undecorate
church
01/22: Communion @ Doig
01/26: Annual
Congregational Mtg

visit us on Facebook and check out the calendar online:
https://www.firstpres.net/news-and-events/calendar/
Mailed on January 13, 2020

Of Note in the Community

Good Company
Offers HOURLY Social Programming, in response
to community need and request. The program is
available Monday, Wednesday, and Friday (except
holidays) from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Swigart
Fellowship Hall. Lunch is provided, however,
refrigeration & microwave are available for those
who prefer to bring their own. Enjoyable activities
are designed for each individual to stimulate mental
functioning and physical abilities while spouse
or caregiver is free to tend to other activities.
New participants MUST register in advance.
$10 hourly rate includes all services. Contact the
church office at 989-463-2940 or www.firstpres.net
for more information.

Thursday
Men’s Breakfast
A time of fellowship and good food. 7:30 on
Thursday mornings at JJ Ruby’s Restaurant
on State Rd. between Alma and Ithaca.

When you leave notes or items in the office or on
my desk, please make sure to do the following:
1. Tell me who is leaving me the note/item so I
can follow up if I have questions along with
your contact information.
2. Leave me a detailed explanation so I know
what you are leaving me and what you would
like me to do with it. This includes items that
need to be put away. Do not assume I know
where these items go.
Too often, I am left with notes to decipher or
objects of unknown origin, owner, and home.
Any time you are able to complete a task instead
of leaving it for me on my desk is greatly
appreciated. Many hands make light work!
Thank you,
Crystal

Narcotics Anonymous

Graciously Forgiven meetings Tuesday evenings,
7 p.m. at First Presbyterian, Alma.

ACTIVITIES TO GET US MOVING!

Tai Chi Easy at First Pres!
Never tried Tai Chi before?
Take a class and discover yourself!
Tuesdays: 10 a.m.
Tai chi is a martial art that uses slow
movements, breathing, mindfulness, and self
applied massage to achieve a relaxed state
to health, vitality, and peace of mind. Class is
donation based and lasts about 45 minutes.
Tai Chi will be on hiatus for six weeks from
February through March 14.

January 26, 2020 Annual Congregational
Meeting, after worship service.
Prior to the meeting, reports will be
available from committees, the Transition Team,
as well as the proposed 2020 budget. At the
meeting, you will be asked to nominate and vote
on new elders, deacons, and members of the
nominating committee. In addition, the Session
will recommend a change in the bylaws to reduce
the number of Session members from twelve to
seven with terms of two years instead of three.
The congregation must approve any changes in the
bylaws.
As the congregation has become smaller,
less people are able to give of their time and
energy. Two year terms allow those to serve who
are interested in serving, but are not able to
commit to a three year term. Shorter terms will
also help with burnout for those who have served
a number of terms. One calculation has 185 people
on the church rolls (some who are still in the area
and those who have moved away); there are about
86 volunteer positions and only about 36 people
to fill them. Therefore, a number of people serve
on three committees at a time and often serve as an
elder as well. The changes will allow us to be good
stewards of time and resources.

