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The Risen Lord's Greeting of Peace 
 
The common greeting "Peace be with you," is found throughout the Bible. It is often coupled with 
another greeting meant to put the hearer at ease: "Do not be afraid. Peace be with you."  
 
My impression, though, is that this greeting of peace takes on a different meaning with Easter. It 
became one of Saint Paul's favorite greetings in his letters, not as a mere continuation of its age-old 
usage, but as an echo of the Risen Lord's "Peace be with you." We hear it frequently in the liturgy, 
so it is worth pondering the transformation of this greeting as used by the Risen Lord. The best place 
to start is with the gospel accounts of Jesus's appearances after Easter.  
 
In Matthew's account, Mary Magdalene and another Mary go to the tomb and first encounter the 
angel who had rolled away the stone. The angel greets them with "Do not be afraid." Then they meet 
Jesus, who also says "Do not be afraid."  
 
In Luke's account, there is no dialogue between Jesus and the women at the tomb. In his meeting 
with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, he is incognito, and no greetings are reported. It is 
only when the Eleven are gathered that Jesus, despite the locked doors, stands among them and 
says, "Peace to you." 
 
Finally, in John's gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and Mary Magdalene at the tomb begins with 
a question, "Why are you weeping?" It is only when the disciples are together behind locked doors 
that he stands among them and says "Peace be with you." In fact, he says it twice at that meeting. 
And then again, a week later, this time with Thomas present, he again greets them, "Peace be with 
you." 
 
Looking at these accounts together, what stands out is that the greeting of peace is never given to 
an individual, only to the gathered disciples. In a way, Jesus' greeting of peace is what creates the 
Church. Notice especially in Saint John's account that Jesus follows up his greeting of peace by 
breathing on the disciples and saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit." And this breathing out is an echo of 
the final moment of the crucifixion earlier in that same gospel: "and he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit." 
 
The real content of the post-resurrection greeting, "Peace be with you," is the unique peace made 
possible only by the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of the Lord. It is deep and wide: deep 
enough and wide enough to contain the whole Church. From then on it can no longer be used as a 
mere greeting. This Peace opens the way for the Holy Spirit.  
 
When we hear it and speak it in the liturgy, we will do well to keep in mind the special weight Jesus 
has given this age-old greeting. 
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