
Chicago Community House Report - 2020 

Current number of active members:  4 

Current number of affiliates:   1 

Current number of friends:   3 

 

1. Describe your group’s leadership structure. With only four members it’s pretty simple. Bob 
Johnson is our leader. 
 

2. Does your group have written guidelines? No 
 
 

3. Does your group have membership fees? No, but we make a good will offering at St. Peter’s 
Church where we meet. 
 

4. How does your group address formation needs of your group? How do you identify apt and 
suitable members?: We go through a process of mutual discernment. The interested party 
attends several meetings, and we decide mutually if it is a good fit. Then a mentor is assigned 
and formation begins. It is designed to meet the needs of the candidate and depends on their 
familiarity with the Cistercian charisma. Typically it begins with the Exordium, The Rule of St. 
Benedict, “Waters of Silo” and is followed by writings of Cistercian saints and Abbotts, Thomas 
Merton’s writings on contemplative prayer and other relative writings. 
 
 

5. What is the procedure for accepting new members into the group? The mentor and candidate 
determine together when the time is right. Typically formation lasts about two years, sometimes 
less or more. 
 

6. What kind of orientation and support is provided for new members? The meetings themselves 
are a source of orientation and support. The mentor meets privately with the candidate, 
typically, once a month. All members are available to candidates if they have questions or are in 
need of support. 
 
 

7. Is your group leader also a member of the Advisory Council? Not at this time. How is the member 
fully informed of local group activities/issues?: The Advisory Council members report back to the 
group the issues discussed at the meetings. 
 

8. How might you more closely involve Gethsemani Abbey in your local programs? We pray for the 
monks at our meetings. We are mindful of the challenges the monks are dealing with and read 
privately the “Abbey News” on the Gethsemani website. And, of course, we attend the annual 
retreat. Some members go on private retreats as well. We are mindful of not imposing on the 
monks, or taking time away from their work or prayer. 



9. Where does your group meet? How often? For how long? We meet monthly at St. Peter’s Church 
in downtown Chicago. Our activities last from noon to 4 p.m. 
 

10. Briefly describe the agenda your group follows. We meet at St. Peter’s for noon Mass, then 
quickly grab a bite to eat. Our meeting begins at 1 p.m. and opens with a prayer, followed by 
Lexio Divina. We then discuss the spiritual reading we have chosen for that month. This is 
followed by “housekeeping” during which we talk about “practical issues” of the moment. We 
then each give an update on our individual spiritual journeys and challenges. The meeting closes 
with the reciting on None with that day’s Scriptural reading. This is done at the same time None 
is being prayed at the Abbey, and in Spiritual communion with the monks. 
 
 

11. What are the current challenges your group is facing? What are your strengths?: We are 
currently challenged by dwindling numbers, cause in some cases by health issues or relocation. 
We recently held a presentation at St. Peter’s for interested individuals and hope to repeat it at 
other locations. Our strengths are borne in the conviction that the Spirit is with us. We are 
enriched each time we meet and are committed to being Lay Cistercians of Gethsemani. 
 

12. What suggestions do you offer to more frequently share program ideas with other communities? 
Perhaps we could create a location on our website where we could share ideas large or small 
that we have tried in order to enrich our meetings and strengthen our communities. 

 


