
 

 

Memphis,  TN - LCG LOCAL Group HOUSE REPORT 2019 

 

Name of your group:  Memphis, TN 

 

Current number of members: 6  (4 committed Members and 2 Friends of LCG) 

 

Number of candidates: 0   

We had 1 inquirer who met with the group contact person informally twice and seemed interested 

but ultimately decided not to apply. She said that she found out about another lay spiritual group 

that she identified with more closely and was going to contact them next. 

We currently have 1 other inquirer who seems interested and even attended the Sept. LCG 

retreat but has yet to submit an application. He lives in Arkansas, however, and would likely be a 

candidate for the Spiritus Group, as he is not geographically close enough to Memphis to make 

in-person mentoring or membership feasible.  

Both of these individuals had gone to the LCG website and found the Memphis group Contact 

Person’s info and initially reached out via email to us. 

 

Contact Persons: (LCG Advisory Council Member):  Judy Weddle 

                               (LCG Advisory Council Member):  N/A 

 

1. Describe your group’s leadership structure: (election procedure, if any; length of term, if 

any)   Group Contact Person is by a volunteer process.  The person who we all think of as the 

group leader is someone who used to be the group Contact Person (Gray Matthews). 

 

2. Does your Group have written guidelines?  No 

 

3. Does your Group have membership fees?  No 

        



 

 

4. How does your group address the formation needs of your Group?   

How do you identify apt and suitable candidates?   

If any group member is contacted by someone with an interest in learning about LCG, the inquirer 

is referred to the group Contact Person for an initial conversation about their reason for their 

interest, how they first heard about LCG, etc.  The application process is described to them.  The 

inquirer is also given an overview of the candidate formation process.  Discernment is described 

as a function of the Holy Spirit, both for inquiry and candidacy.  If the inquirer submits an 

application, and is accepted by the group after a discussion among group members, either the 

group Contact Person or someone else who volunteers becomes the candidate’s mentor. 

 

5. What is the procedure for accepting new members into your Group?   

See the answer to item #4. 

 

6. What kind of orientation and support is provided for new members?   

We would use the new Candidate Formation Guide and in-person meetings, as well as inviting 

them to the monthly group meetings. 

 

7. Is your Group leader also an Advisory Council Member?  No. See the answer to item #1. 

 

How are the Members fully informed of local Group activities/issues?  Email or text 

message from group Leader or group Contact Person. 

 

8. How might you more closely involve the Gethsemani Abbey in your local programs?   

Not sure. 

 

9. Where does your group meet?    How often?    For how long?   

The Memphis LCG Group is currently unique in that all members are also members of the 

Memphis Chapter of the Thomas Merton Society.  In addition to the six LCG Members there are 



 

 

approximately 12-14 Merton Group members at each meeting.  We meet monthly for two hours at 

the home of Gray and Lynne Matthews for book study, discussion, prayer and petition, and 

fellowship.  Gray is the group Leader.  Our discussions focus on the contemplative writings of 

Thomas Merton and how to apply his writings and contemplative thought in general to our 

everyday life in the world.  We share our experiences and our struggles and offer support to one 

another as we journey together.  The LCG group members also strive to meet separately a few 

times a year at the homes of its members for additional contemplative discussion and fellowship 

and support. 

 

10.  Briefly describe the agenda your Group follows at a typical meeting: 

See the answer to item #9. 

 

11.  What are some current challenges your Group is facing?   

What are some of the strengths of your Group? 

There has been, and currently is, a lot of serious illness facing our members and their spouses.  

We have been supporting, and continue to support, one another with prayer and practical help for 

the past several years.  This has strengthened our spiritual and emotional bonds greatly. 

 

12.  What suggestions do you offer to more frequently share program ideas with other 

local communities? 

Each group that has a program idea to share makes a brief oral report at the annual retreat?  

Then the ideas are shared on the website or through the LCG email list? 


