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NOVEMBER 2021 PRIMARY NEWSLETTER 
 

EVENTS TO TAKE NOTE OF IN NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Friday, November 5th: Diwali celebration  
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday November 8th, 9th and 10th: Parent-teacher 

conferences for returning students.  No school. 
Thursday, November 11th: Veterans’ Day.  No school. 
Wednesday, November 24th: Last day before Thanksgiving holiday.  Minimum day.  School 

ends at 12:00 noon. 
Thursday, November 25th – 26th: Thanksgiving holiday.  No school. 
Monday, November 29th: Hanukkah acknowledged at school. 

 
 

DIWALI  
 
We will be celebrating 

the Indian festival 
Diwali on Friday, 

November 5th.  This is 
the first of several 
“Festivals of Light” 

which we will be acknowledging this year.  
 
Diwali comes from the Sanskrit word 

Dipawali which translates as “row of 
lights”.  Festivities begin with the lighting 

of lamps on the night of the new moon in 
the month of Kartika (October-November).  
The celebration throughout the country 

continues for at least two or three days.  
In some areas it may last as many as ten 
days.  It also marks the end of autumn 

and the beginning of the winter season in 
India.   

 
The origins of Diwali 
are obscured in 

folklore and legend.   

 

Some say it commemorates the return of 
Rama and his bride, Sita, to his throne at 
Ayodhya after a fourteen-year exile.  

Others believe it marks Krishna’s 
destruction of Narakasura, the demon of 

filth.  Still others trace its beginnings to 
the freeing of Lakshmi, the goddess of 
wealth, from prison in the Nether World.  

In Bengal, some interpret it as a time to 
honor the goddess Kali. 
 

In any case, every household 
marks the occasion by 

illuminating interiors, 
courtyards, outer walls, roofs, 
gates and gardens with lights, 

as if to show the way for any or all of these 
mythic travelers. 
 

Traditionally, the lights were tiny lamps 
called dipas.  Though many people 

continue to make dipas, candles and 
electric lights are also used.  Homes are 
cleaned from top to bottom and decorated 

with garlands of brightly colored flowers.   



 
Birds and flower designs 

called kolams or rangoli are 
made with colored rice flour 

on the doorsteps.  People 
dress in their finest clothes, 
have wonderful feasts and 

visit friends and relatives.  
In the evening, prayers and offerings are 
given at the family altar and the lamps are 

lit. 
 

Upon arrival at school, children will be 
given the opportunity to dress in 
traditional Indian clothing. 

 
During the celebration, our teachers will 

paint mehndi on the children’s hands.  
Mehndi is the traditional art of painting 
the hands, feet or body with a paste made 

from the powdered, dried leaves of the 
henna plant.  Please be sure to let your 
child’s teachers know if you don’t want 

him/her to have his/her hands painted 
with henna. 

 
The children will enjoy a traditional Indian 
meal for lunch, so it is not necessary to 

send a lunch to school on this day.  Half 
day children who wish to eat the Indian 
meal may stay at school for no additional 

charge until 12:15 pm so that they may 
participate. 

 
Note that we will not be ordering pizza on 
this day. 

 
You have been contacted by one of the 

parents to organize the meal (Home 
cooked or restaurant prepared food) and 
help needed. 

 
A volunteer sign-up sheet will be posted 
on the door next to the Sign in/out shelf 

for help with Thursday set up and Friday 
cleaning. 

 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

We would like to remind you that all 
volunteers will be required  
 

- to wear a mask at all times 

- to show proof of immunization  

- to show a negative test result done in 
the week preceding the event. 

 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 

All parents are required 
to attend two parent-
teacher conferences 

each year.  Conferences 
for returning students 

will be on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, November 8th, 9th and 10th 
 

Parents of new students already had their 
6 - week conferences in October. 

 
Sign-up sheets will be posted on the Sign 
In/out shelf.  If you have a returning 

student, please be sure to sign-up!   
 
All parents should note: 

There will be no school on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, November 8th, 

9th and 10th.   
Daycare will be available for the Full 
Day students only (8:00 am to 5:00 

pm). 
 
Since we encourage both parents to attend 

conferences, you are welcome to bring 
your child and s/he may visit with the 

daycare children during your meeting with 
the teachers for no charge.   
 

 
VETERANS’ DAY 

 
The school will be closed on 
Thursday, November 11th 

in observance of Veterans’ 
Day. 
 

 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

 
Wednesday, 
November 24th will 

be a minimum day.  
School ends at 

12:00 pm.  This 



year we will prepare Turkey and 
vegetarian soup and apple pies for the 

children to enjoy before the upcoming 
Thanksgiving break. 

 
School will be closed Thursday and 
Friday November 25th and 26th.  We 

hope you enjoy this holiday with your 
family. 
 

NORTH AMERICA STUDIES 
 

During the month of 
November, we will be working 

with materials related to the 
continent of North America, 
which will culminate in our 

North America Immersion Day 
on Thursday, December 9th. We 
encourage you to engage your children in 

conversation, reading, and doing cultural 
activities related to North America and the 

countries associated with it 
 
Looking at maps, eating new foods, 

listening to music, and discussing the 
people and their traditions, plants and 

animals from these countries will create a 
better understanding of what makes this 
continent unique. 

 
 
PROCARE – Electronic Sign in/out 

 
Just a reminder to please scroll all the 

way down to make sure you have 
completed the sign in/out steps for your 
child. 

 
Please note that the October Daycare 

charges and Sign-in/out fines will appear 
on you December statement. 
 

 
ANNUAL DONATIONS 

 

Families are required to 
donate $500 per school year.  

If you would like to claim 
any portion of your annual 
donation on your 2021 tax 

return, we must receive it before 

December 17th, 2021.  Should you wish to 
donate in 2021, a minimum of $250 is due 

by January 29th, 2022.  The remaining 
amount can be donated any time before 

the end of May 2022. 
 
We are so grateful for the matching gifts 

we get from our parents' employers. More 
and more companies now have outside 
vendors that process your donations and 

require you to make your donation to 
them and then they will send the school 

your donation along with the matching 
portion.  This process takes time.  Now is 
the time to check with your company and 

see if they match and what the process is.  
Remember that your donation, whether 

you make it directly to the school or 
through your company, is due by the end 
of May to be acknowledged for this school 

year. Any donations received after that 
date will be applied to the next school 
year. 
 
FREE LUNCHBOX 

 
On what date will we acknowledge 
Hanukkah this year?  The answer is found 

in this newsletter, so please read it 
thoroughly!  
 

The first two people to send an e-mail to 
oneworldmontessori@sbcglobal.net with 

the correct answer will win a One World 
Montessori lunch box. 
 

 
HELP INCREASE ENROLLMENT – 

WRITE A REVIEW 
 

The majority of our 

new enrollments 
come from parent 
referrals and Internet 

recommendations/listings, so you play a 
critical role in increasing our enrollment. 

 
Please take the time to offer one positive 
review about your experience at One 

World at one or more of the following 
websites: 

 

mailto:oneworldmontessori@sbcglobal.net


www.greatschools.org 
www.yelp.com 

www.google.com 
 

 
FOR SMALL HANDS FUNDRAISER 
 

Earn FREE Materials 

for Your School 

Designed to 
encourage and 

support young 
children at home, For Small Hands was 

created by a teacher at the request of 
other teachers. This family resource 
catalog is filled with hundreds of age-

appropriate, child-size items that 
encourage independence, creativity, and 
problem-solving, and it offers an 

opportunity to help One World obtain 
needed classroom materials, should you 

choose to place an order.    
Check their website and start placing 
order. 

 
https://www.forsmallhands.com/?m2k_so
urce=bing_brand&utm_source=bing&utm_

medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BR_Search_
FSH_BING 

 
One World will receive 10% in 
merchandise credit for any individual 

order over $25 if our school ID number, 
116285, is provided when orders are 

placed. This special promotion ends on 
December 31st, but we recommend you 
place orders as soon as possible to 

increase the probability of delivery before 
the holidays if you are ordering gifts.  
 

 
 

KARIMU CHARITY UPDATE 
 

In conjunction with our 

International Day of 
Peace observance in 

September, we are 

pleased to have collected $250.00 for 
KARIMU, a small nonprofit organization 

run by volunteers who have been moved 
by the opportunity to help the poor fulfill 

its ambition for a better life. Since its 
founding in 2008, KARIMU has worked 
primarily in the Babati District of 

Tanzania’s Manyara Region. KARIMU's 
mission is to fight poverty in order to 
enhance the well-being of rural villages in 

the developing world. 
 

Thank you for your contribution towards 
this effort.  We are proud to support 
organizations that help impoverished 

communities so that their children have 
hope for a better future.  We also feel it is 

essential for our children to have the 
opportunity to be of service to others less 
fortunate than themselves. 

 
Please see “report’ attached detailing what 
our $250 was able to buy for the children 

of Dohom Primary School. 
 

SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  
 

 

We will once again 
participate in the food 
drive sponsored by the 

Second Harvest of 
Silicon Valley Food Bank.  Due to the 

pandemic, we will not be collecting food 
this year.  Instead, we will have a virtual 
food drive through the Second Harvest of 

Silicon Valley’s website. 
 

We are committed to helping our 
community’s hungry families during this 
holiday season and hope you will consider 

a contribution. 
To donate, go to: 
https://impact.shfb.org/team/389693 

 
On the form, please credit your donation 

to our fundraiser “One World Montessori 
School.” 
 

Thank you for forwarding this information 
to anybody you can think of who may be  

http://www.google.com/
https://www.forsmallhands.com/?m2k_source=bing_brand&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BR_Search_FSH_BING
https://www.forsmallhands.com/?m2k_source=bing_brand&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BR_Search_FSH_BING
https://www.forsmallhands.com/?m2k_source=bing_brand&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BR_Search_FSH_BING
https://www.forsmallhands.com/?m2k_source=bing_brand&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=BR_Search_FSH_BING
https://impact.shfb.org/team/389693


interested in participating in a virtual food 
drive. 

 
A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the Joginipally and 
Leonov families for winning last month’s 
newsletter giveaway – 2 hours of volunteer 

time credited to their account.  Thanks to 
all the parents who take the time to read 
the newsletter and participate in our 

giveaways! 
 

Thank you to Sahaana and her family for 
donating a BeatRise Tongue Steel Drum  
in honor of Shaana’s 6th birthday. It will 

be a beautiful addition to our Peace 
Curriculum. 

 
Thank you to Ryan and his family for 
donating sand buckets and sand shovels 

in honor of Ryan’s 6th birthday.  We have 
very happy children in the sandbox. 
 

Thank you to the Terrill family for the 
artifacts from Serbia. It is a great addition 

to our cultural shelf. 
 
Thank you to: 

- Noura Amjadi, William Chan, Maria 
and Carlos Cortes, Ivana Djurdjevic-
Terrill, Amanda Gonzales, Harish 

Iyer, Melissa Lin, Norma Lopez, 
Carla Mattos, Shauna Prussin, 

Aarathi Raghu, Nidhi Rajshree 
Nina Sachdev, Paola Serrato 
and Josephine Wong-Davis 

for helping with our United Nations Day 
celebration and to everyone who 

contributed to our UN feast.  
 
We would also like to say how grateful we 

are to you all for your volunteering and 
help with ongoing laundry, pet supplies  
shopping, library visits and other 

miscellaneous tasks. 
Thank you so much! 

DECEMBER PREVIEW 
 

Thursday, December 9rd: North America 
Immersion Day 

 
Friday, December 10th: Primary Informal 
Winter celebration. 

 
Friday, December 17th: Christmas 
acknowledged. Minimum day.  School 

ends at 12:00 pm. 
 

December 20th to January 2nd: Winter 
break.  No school.  School will resume 
Monday, January 3rd, 2022. 

 
 
 
 


