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THE MAY COURT CLUB OF OTTAWA 

 
On April 30th,1898 Lady Aberdeen, wife of the Governor General, crowned the first May Queen, Ethel 
Hamilton, at an elaborate May Day celebration on the grounds of Rideau Hall.  Lady Aberdeen took the 
opportunity of her opening remarks to encourage the young women there to commit themselves to lives of 
service both within their homes and in society, thereby giving birth to what would become Canada’s oldest 
women’s service club. 
 
Our Mandate:  To engage exclusively in such charitable undertakings as may be deemed advisable by the 
Corporation. 
 
Our Mission Statement: Enriching the lives of others as well as our own. 
 
From our earliest days we have dedicated our service to the needs of the community, often in the field of health 
and welfare for women and children.  We supported Canada’s war efforts and opened the first TB Clinic in 
Canada. Currently we house and support the May Court Hospice, provide grants to community organizations, 
scholarships for nurse practitioners and those studying Information Studies, operate the library at the Ottawa 
Hospital Civic Campus, and support a Munch and Learn program at six Ottawa Community Houses. 
 
This year, in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic we have had to scale back our activities and look forward to 
seeing where we will focus our service activities in the future. 
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A Message from the President 
President’s Report 

 
 
We have learned so much during the past 15 months about resilience, creativity and dedication. Thanks go out 
to each of the members of this Club for the role you have played in that success. Usually an annual general 
meeting is held annually, but like everything else during this pandemic, we held our 2021 Annual General 
Meeting only nine months after the first ever virtual AGM in the Club’s history. So many things are different, 
but we have, in the May Court tradition, pivoted and evolved as necessary. 
 
It has been important to me to make sure the members of our Club felt connected despite not being able to meet 
in person. The Outreach Committee called members, the Board sent out cards at Christmas, and we established 
the Members’ Time virtual gatherings. I continued to work on communications activities including preparing 
Behind the Pink Door which became a monthly update. We only had one newsletter during the pandemic, but 
members received other important notices by email. The Club’s website was consistently re-vamped, and loads 
of information can be found there, thanks to our webmaster. Our Facebook Coordinator did a tremendous job of 
promoting the items for sale at the Bargain Box as well as posting inspiring messages about voluntarism. 
 
The highlight of the year was receiving the June Callwood Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Voluntarism. Despite the disappointing presentation format, I think we can hold our heads high, and as soon as 
public gatherings are allowed, we will celebrate in our own way. The statuette will be placed in a location that 
allows the sun to shine through it, and the certificate will be mounted. In the meantime, the pink door image on 
Behind the Pink Door has been replaced with a photo of the statuette, and our letterhead has the notation that we 
are recipients of this prestigious award. 
 
While we have been unable to gather in person, there have been tremendous efforts made in keeping our Club 
running. Thanks to the Board for all their support and for adjusting seamlessly to virtual meetings. Many thanks 
to our Past President for her Zoom expertise which enabled us to meet virtually. The Treasury Team switched 
places but consistently kept our finances in good order. The bookkeeper works remotely which involves, 
couriers, delivering invoices, and mailing from home. Even our audit was conducted remotely which involved 
carting binders and files across the city to their offices. Our Property Management Director took her job very 
seriously and, along with our custodian, worked tirelessly to keep the building in good shape. There have been 
some challenges with pipes, roofs, fences, air ventilation systems etc. 
 
In this period when we cannot meet and hold events, we have taken the opportunity to review our governing 
documents. These changes were approved at the Annual General Meeting and will be followed with some 
additional changes that will be addressed later. Great thanks go to the committee who worked with me on this 
meticulous review. All the Board members spent time reviewing their job descriptions and then discussing those 
changes as a group to ensure nothing fell through the cracks. A new set of job descriptions will be created in the 
Club’s computer file and binders. 
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We are very fortunate that despite our year of closure, we were able to welcome two new members to the Club. 
Once we can open the doors again, let’s put a concerted effort out to invite like-minded, service-oriented, 
dynamic women to join our Club. 
 
The Bargain Box volunteers have demonstrated their perseverance in the face of multiple closures, restrictions, 
sanitation requirements, as well as a reduced number of volunteers willing to serve as clerks, cashiers, and 
Monday morning workers. These ladies are responsible for keeping our shop open. Hopefully those volunteers 
who used to work at the Bargain Box pre-pandemic, and who are fully vaccinated, will return so that some 
relief can be offered to those who have been there so much. Perhaps another shift can be reinstated. 
 
The Aberdeen Artisans is another fundraising group that has shown incredible creativity with new ways of 
selling their wares as well as new products to meet the needs of the COVID-19 market. Tailgate sales of masks, 
bread and other foodstuffs, and an absolute array of crafts have enabled them to bring in far more money than 
they did before the pandemic. Kudos! Please support their activities either by making products or buying them – 
or better yet, introducing new customers to their talents. 
 
The May Court Club has a long history of service to the community. I don’t know how they handled things 
back in 1918-20 during the Spanish Flu epidemic, as there is nothing in the history book that makes reference to 
that period. I certainly think we have done Lady Aberdeen proud with how we have adjusted to what are truly 
unprecedented times during this pandemic. We need to look forward to new ways of doing things and new 
things to do. I know I can count on our membership to do their bit to help us find the way. 
 
Christine Beelen 
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THE MAY COURT CLUB OF OTTAWA 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2020-2021 

 
 
 
PAST PRESIDENT     Dorothy Scorsone 
PRESIDENT      Christine Beelen 
VICE PRESIDENT     Donna Shields-Poë 
RECORDING SECRETARY    Leslie Jones 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY   Margie Howsam 
TREASURER      Beth Burn 

ASSISTANT TREASURER    Dorothy Scorsone 

MEMBER SERVICES DIRECTOR   Jenni Barbarie 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR   Holly Heser-Quirk 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR  Zenia Leigh 
ASSISTANT PROPERTY MANAGER  Christine Norris 
SOCIAL DIRECTOR     Barbara Burton 
BARGAIN BOX DIRECTOR   Patricia Sanders 
DIRECTORS AT LARGE    Christine Norris 
       Louise Piché 
       Sharyn Heagle 
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PAST PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
The Past President of the May Court Club of Ottawa acts as the liaison between our Club and the May Court 
Site of Hospice Care Ottawa. In that capacity, she is a member of Hospice Care Ottawa and serves as an ex 
officio member on their Board of Directors. 
 
The Hospice has maintained a rigorous COVID protocol and remained COVID free until June 2021,with the 
exception of positive tests of two staff members at the May Court Hospice and one at the Ruddy Shenkman 
Hospice. During these times, the Hospice sites were closed to visitors, and extra precautions were undertaken. 
Gradually, restrictions have been eased, and residence and garden visits were allowed again. In June, a 
positive case was identified in one of the patients at the May Court residence. The Hospice immediately went 
back to full restrictions; including all admissions on hold, no volunteers, only two essential visitors, all other 
patients in isolation and virtual physician care. Also in June, one staff member tested positive. Since then, 
there have been no further incidents. 
 
The Hospice arranged for all volunteers and staff to receive their COVID-19 vaccine in April and those in 
direct contact with the residents as well as most of the other staff have received their second shot. 
 
The Hospice staff is trained and ready to perform rapid COVID tests, if needed, for visitors.   Residence 
volunteers are trained to do check-in meetings with residents. They have been conducting similar “check-ins” 
with community clients for several years and trialed them in the residence pre-pandemic. Community clients 
continue to receive virtual support and it is hoped that in the near future, they can return to some in-person 
programming. 
 
The Hospice was able to hold some of its traditional fundraising events. The 2021 Virtual Hike for Hospice 
was held on May 2nd, although hikers could complete their hikes any time prior to that. A total of 
$217,925.00 was raised, and all of the funds will stay within our Ottawa community to support people living 
with a life-limiting illness and their families.  The Ottawa and District Funeral Service Association will 
present “Holes for Hospice” in support of Hospice Care Ottawa on August 25th at the Cedarhill Golf and 
Country Club. Homes for the Holidays has been a virtual showcase for the past two years and will be held 
again online in November 2021. 
 
There have also been some special events. On July 24th an indigenous elder and two drummers sang 
traditional songs for residents in the gardens of May Court. The afternoon started with a smudging from an 
elder, and the beat of the drum along with the songs were enjoyed by many staff, volunteers, and patients.  
 
Dorothy Scorsone 
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THE MAY COURT CLUB OF OTTAWA, TREASURER’S REPORT  
2020 Annual Financial Report 
 
The financial report for the May Court Club of Ottawa, for the fiscal year ending on December 31, 2020, is 
presented in the context of the pandemic. COVID-19 regulations and precautions brought most of our club 
activities, including fund-raising activities, to a halt in March. 
 
Income 
 
Community Projects: Our community projects were severely curtailed due to the pandemic. The Bridge 
fundraiser ($1686 profit) was held prior to the public health ‘shut down’, but the most of the remaining 
community projects funds raised were due to the exceptional efforts of the Aberdeen Artisans ($14,605 
profit). In total, the net income from our community projects was $18,062, a 47% decrease from 2019. 
 
The Bargain Box: The Bargain Box was also significantly impacted by the pandemic and resulting public 
health measures, including lengthy shut downs and reduced capacity for staff and customers. The net profit 
raised was $34,217, a 6% decrease from 2019. 
 
Membership Fees: Due to the pandemic, the membership fees were not increased, as scheduled, for 2020. The 
total fees collected was $16,778, a 0.8% decrease from 2019. 
 
Apartment Rent: $16,892 was raised through the rental of the apartment. The apartment was rented for the 
full year and as a result, we realized a 63% increase from 2019. 
 
Memorials, Bequests, and Donations: Through the generosity of our members and benefactors, $41,371 was 
raised through memorials, bequests, and donations (an increase of 138% from 2019). 
 
Investment Income: Our investment portfolios generated income of $326,159, reflecting an increase of 2% 
from 2019.  
 
Gross Profit was $455,193 in 2020, a decrease of 8% from 2019. 
 
Expenses 
 
Office & Club-Related Expenses: The public health measures resulted in closures that have included the Club 
itself. As a result, salaries were reduced during the second, third, and fourth quarters. The total club-related 
expenses for 2020 were $60,169, a 45% decrease from 2019. 
 
Property Maintenance: A milder winter reduced our snow, salt, sand and ice expenses by 40%. Overall, our 
property maintenance costs were $47,761, and our maintenance reserve expenses were $24,311. Their 
combined total of $72,072 was 26% less than 2019 (the year that the apartment was renovated). 
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Professional fees: Due to the limitations of our banking activities, we slightly reduced the bookkeeping 
services for 2020. Our total expenses for bookkeeping and the audit were $27,895, a reduction of 9% from 
2019. 
 
Grants and Scholarships: Given our significantly reduced income, we did not disperse any grants, and we 
reduced other charitable giving projects. As a result, our total funds distributed was $116,849, of which 
$100,000 was donated to the Hospice. This was a 24% reduction from 2019. 
 
Social Function Expenses: Due to the closure of the Club for most of 2020, our social function expenses were 
limited to $1,239, a reduction of 77% from 2019. 
 
Total Expenses were $294,87, a 31% decrease from 2019. 
 
 
Investment Portfolios 
 
After a significant correction in the stock market due to the introduction of pandemic-related public health 
measures and closures, our investments gradually regained most of their value by year end. 
 
The Operation Fund value was $3,864,710, and the Scholarship Fund value was $314,351 at the end of 
December 2020 (reflecting a reduction of $284,246 from December 2019). 
 
Beth Burn 
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Donations to the Community 
January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020 

 
 

1. PALLIATIVE CARE 
Hospice at May Court      $100,000.00 
Total        $100,000.00     85.6% 
 
 

2. HIGH RISK YOUTH AND FAMILIES 
Munch & Learn            $6,850.00 

      Total            $6,850.00     5.9% 
 
   

3. EDUCATION 
Susan B. Anderson Scholarship                  $5,000.00 
Centennial Scholarship                   $5,000.00 
Total          $10,000.00     8.6% 
 

Total Financial Aid        $116,850.00    100% 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORTS 
 
 

Knitting & Yarn Arts Committee      Zenia Leigh 
 
Despite the ongoing COVID-19 situation, and recognizing that experienced knitters and other yarn arts crafters 
were still busy working their magic behind the scenes, it was decided to reinstate the former Knitting 
Committee as a sub-committee of the existing Aberdeen Artisans Committee. The knitted and yarn arts items 
have always sold well at May Court craft sales.  
 
I gladly took on the challenge of chairing this Committee and found at least twelve enthusiastic committee 
members. Unfortunately, the pandemic has prevented us from meeting together to this point. However, we have 
done an inventory of all the items already completed and have managed to sell creations, throughout the 
pandemic, at our Tailgate Sales. 
 
Once restrictions are lifted, we look forward to meeting together, sharing our ideas, and potentially learning 
new skills while always keeping in mind our objective of producing products that can be sold for the benefit of 
supporting our community. 
 
 
May Court Bargain Box          Patricia Sanders 
 
It has been a difficult year for the Bargain Box. As previously reported, COVID-19 restrictions impacted our 
revenue. We were closed for 12 weeks in 2020 and so far this year for 16 weeks. 
 
After March of last year many regular cashiers and clerks decided not to return. This resulted in reduced shifts 
and shorter opening hours. Before the pandemic we ran two shifts per day with four volunteers. We now have 
one shift per day with two volunteers. Our opening hours were Monday 12:30 till 3:30, Tuesday through Friday 
9:30 till 3:30, and Saturday 10:00 till 1:00. 
 
We can no longer open Monday afternoons. Our current hours are Tuesday through Friday 11:30 till 3:30 and 
Saturday 10:30 till 1:30. We are currently requesting volunteer commitments for September 2021 through June 
2022. To date we do not know what our hours will be. Before the pandemic, we operated with 42 regular 
volunteers, and this summer we have managed with 18. 
 
The revenue through July 31, 2021 is $27,333.45. Sales have been very steady since reopening in June. We 
were only open for 14 weeks out of a possible 30 weeks. A major effort was made by our hard-working 
volunteers. 
 
The Bargain Box also donates to our community. Unsold items are passed on to the Salvation Army. We also 
support the AIDS Committee of Ottawa and the Sandy Hill Community Health Centre. 
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May Court Munch and Learn Program                 Sharon Carstairs 
        Treasurer, Munch and Learn Program 
 
 
The Munch and Learn program supported 6 community houses in the provision of after school snacks for the 
school year (10 months). Because of COVID-19, the May Court support for the 6 houses came to an end in 
March of 2020. Therefore, only 3 months of the normal 10 month program was funded. 
 
Instead of the budgeted amount of $19,500, only $5,850 was distributed (in the form of Costco cards). Three of 
the houses received $450 per month for 3 months for a total of $4,050. The other houses received $200 per 
month for 3 months for a total of $1,800. 
 
Listed below is the financial breakdown for the houses. The houses were not required to spend the full amount 
each month but could carry forward to the following month. 
 
Four of the houses were in complete balance. There is a discrepancy of $81.18 in the case of Britannia. Staff 
changed during the year, and a receipt was lost. The Costco Card shows no balance, and it is assumed that the 
money was used appropriately.  
 
In the case of Morrison Gardens, they returned the Costco card with a balance of $80.94, as the program was 
cancelled prior to spending this amount. This house should be congratulated for its integrity because they 
stopped spending on the day that it was announced the program would no longer be funded, which was earlier 
than the end of the month. 
 
It is my hope that the Club can continue to support these programs. They do excellent work with the children. 
At the current time, they are supplementing the food needs of these children by giving a healthy snack as part of 
the children’s school lunch during the time the schools are open. 
 
 

Financial breakdown 
 
    Donation  Expenditures 
Blair House                        
January          $200   $180.56 
February        $200   $219.44  
March             $200   $200.00 Balanced 
 
Britannia 
January            $450   $447.07 
February          $450   $452.93 
March               $450   $386.82 Discrepancy $81.18 
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Banff 
January             $450   $450.00 
February           $450   $450.00 
March               $450   $450.00 Balanced 
 
Debra Dynes 
January            $450   $450.00 
February          $450    $450.00 
March     $450    $450.00 Balanced 
 
Michelle Heights 
January            $200    $200.00 
February    $200    $200.00 
March     $200    $200.00 Balanced 
 
Morrison Gardens 
January    $200    $200.00 
February    $200    $156.10 
March     $200    $162.90(1)  see note,essentially Balanced 
 
(1) returned Shop card with a value of $80.94. Shop card purchased by Sharon Carstairs (Member of Club) and 
cheque for $80.94 provided to club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scholarship Committee    Bev MacSween and Bonnie Stevens 
 
We are pleased to announce that the Scholarship Committee has reviewed the applicants for the 2021-2022 
academic year. The successful applicant for the Susan Anderson Memorial Scholarship for Information Studies 
at the University of Ottawa is Allegra Newman. 
 
Unfortunately, we only received partial applications for the two Centennial Scholarships for Nurse Practitioners 
and, thus, were unable to award these scholarships this year. Hopefully, once the pandemic subsides, health care 
providers will have the time to further their studies as Nurse Practitioners and will again turn to our scholarships 
for assistance. 
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CLUB SERVICE REPORTS 
 
 

Aberdeen Artisans Committee (AAC)     Sharyn Heagle 
 
The Aberdeen Artisans Committee (AAC) grew out of the Knitting Committee, which dated from the early days 
of the May Court Club. It had a long and honourable history of creating hand-knitted items as a service to the 
community. Over the years, AAC products came to include other hand-crafted items and food stuffs, leading to 
annual Christmas Craft Fairs (recently renamed Christmas Markets) which proved very successful. 
 
In 2021, the Knitting Committe, remaining part of the Aberdeen Artisans, was renamed the Knitting & Yarn 
Arts Committee (KYA).  It functions as a sub-committee of the Aberdeen Artisans and was renamed to reflect 
the changes in the way yarns are used in decorative mediums as well as in crochet and knitting. 
 
COVID-19 created a significant problem for the Aberdeen Artisans Committee (AAC), given that isolation 
restrictions would preclude holding our annual Christmas Market. 
 
The AAC wasn’t prepared to allow COVID-19 to stop its fundraising activities, and so began a series of 
Tailgate Sales in the parking lot of the Clubhouse. These sales morphed over the months as we adjusted to 
fluctuating and revamped restrictions. Product availability/production focused on changing seasons and national 
holidays as much as possible and included a variety of baked goods and preserves. Sales were by pre-order 
only. Customers were scheduled for drive-through, curbside pick-up with folks staying in their cars and an 
Artisan taking orders to them. 
 
For the Artisans involved in these Tailgate Sales, it was a heavy workload and stressful but well worth the 
results. The 2020 sales totaled $14,605, exceeding the total sales of each of the previous two Christmas Craft 
Fairs. The 2021 sales, to date, total $6771 with great expectations for the Fall and Christmas sales. 
 
At a spring meeting of the AAC, we agreed to hold four Tailgate Sales per year until the pandemic ends: Easter, 
Summer (late June), Fall (September), and Christmas (November). 
 
We are grateful to the MC members and others for their on-going participation and support through their 
donations of product and baked goods, as well as their purchases. 
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Communications                   Christine Beelen 
 
The focus of the Communications activities for the Club remained keeping our members informed and in touch 
with each other. Extensive use of Zoom technology has allowed meetings to take place and information to be 
shared among the membership. The continued restrictions of the pandemic had a major impact on the Club’s 
ability to hold any in-person events. 
 
The website has continued to be consistently updated and used as a platform for keeping the public aware of our 
Club’s role in the community. In addition, Facebook posts have promoted the Bargain Box, the presentation of 
the June Callwood Award, our scholarship program, tailgate sales by the Aberdeen Artisans, and other public 
messages. The humour of our Facebook Administrator has encouraged people to visit the Bargain Box in search 
of the items it has on offer. 
 
Only one special edition of the Club newsletter was produced this year to introduce the Board and share photos 
from the successful tailgate. Most of our communications with members has been through direct emails and 
Behind the Pink Door which has been issued on a monthly basis after Board meetings. 
 
After several years of serving as Communications Director I am delighted to hand over the reins to our new 
Director who will bring new ideas and methods of sharing our news. Thanks go to the Committee members who 
served during this period: Betty Rehbein and Valerie Zinger. 
 
  
 
 
Member Services Committee      Jenni Barbarie 
 
Despite far fewer opportunities to volunteer in the community, May Court members still contributed almost 
8000 hours over the past 12 months.  The Bargain Box team and the Aberdeen Artisans Committee deserve 
special recognition for their efforts in challenging circumstances as they adapted to COVID-19 protocols. 
 
For the Member Services Committee, the highlight of this past year has been welcoming two new members to 
our Club.  Our membership now stands at 187, which includes 9 out-of-town members.  We hope to grow this 
number as circumstances improve. 
 
To maintain our connections during a year when we could not meet in person, our President introduced a Zoom 
“Members’ Time” in January. We enjoyed eight lively hour-long discussions covering a range of topics 
including books, recipes, what we were watching, and Bargain Box memories.  Each Zoom attracted 25 to 30 
members.  Not only did we gather some terrific recommendations on what to read, watch, and cook during the 
pandemic, we also got to know each other better.  While we are all looking forward to seeing each other in 
person, we are glad we had the technology to stay in touch with each other. 
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Outreach Committee       Barbara Burton 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to affect the work of the Outreach Committee. All Friday soup lunches 
were cancelled this past year, and the focus of Committee members continues to be contacting May Court 
members by phone or email. Members are asked how they are doing and whether they need assistance. So far, 
our members seem to be well and have the help they need for grocery shopping and other necessary errands. 
Many are very happy to be fully vaccinated and look forward to resuming in-person gatherings. 
 
There are 11 zones covered by 17 zone captains who contact the members in their assigned  zone. “Thinking of 
You” cards continue to be sent on behalf of all our members to those who are having difficulties. A few of them 
have let us know that they have appreciated our good wishes. 
 
 
 
Property Management       Marie Loyer 
 
As a corporation, the May Court Club operates a mixed –use office administration and hospice care facility and 
delegates to this Committee the responsibility of maintaining a safe, healthy, and comfortable environment 
inside and outside of the buildings. The COVID-19 pandemic presented significant challenges while exercising 
this responsibility. From March to September no meetings took place. New health guidelines and protocols 
were initiated and approved by the Board. Virtual meetings as well as regular property surveillance and 
maintenance were conducted. 
 
Two major ventilation projects had been ongoing: the Indoor Air Quality Return System in the Hospice and the 
Energy Recovery Ventilation in the Hospice Kitchen. The latter was finally completed in May. The pandemic 
delayed several aspects of contract work, including the availability of specific equipment, materials, and 
resources. 
 
In December 2020, a Task Force was set up to explore the need and cost to eventually replace the boilers in the 
mechanical room at May Court. A comprehensive study took place, and a report was presented to the Board. 
The boilers are only one piece of a system which heats and circulates water to the radiators throughout the 
buildings. At this point, there is no recommendation to neither replace nor repair any of this specific equipment. 
 
All regular contracts were reviewed and renewed in a timely fashion. 
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Recording Secretary        Leslie Jones 
 
The Board of Directors of the May Court Club of Ottawa usually met on the fourth Thursday of every month 
from September to June.  Added to these regular meetings were two separate Board meetings devoted to 
updating the job descriptions of Board members.  In addition, the Fall General Meeting was held on November 
18, 2020 and the Spring General Meeting on March 10, 2021.   
 
The 123rd Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, June 9, 2021 at which time Board Reports were 
presented and a new slate of Directors for the 2021-22 year was elected.  All meetings were held virtually by 
Zoom because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
 
 
Social           Barbara Burton 
 
There have been no Ottawa May Court Club in-person social events since March 2020, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Therefore, the Social committee has not been active, except for attendance at Board meetings. 
 
It is hoped that gathering rules in Ontario will enable us to have a Christmas party for members in December. It 
is also expected that most members will be fully vaccinated by then. Tea sandwiches will be made by members, 
and sweets may be made or purchased by Board members. This may be discussed at a Board meeting in 
September or October. 
 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
 
Line Dancing Fundraiser  
 
A virtual Line Dancing event was held on February 23rd . This was our Club’s first ever online fundraising 
event. Thirty-six people danced to the direction of Jody Benjamin, and from all accounts, was a fun time.  We 
raised over $500. I would like to take this opportunity to thank  Donna Shields-Poë and Dorothy Scorsone for 
their work on this fundraiser. 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF MAY COURT CLUBS OF CANADA 
 
The 86th Annual General Meeting of the Association of May Court Clubs of Canada was held by Zoom on 
November 18, 2020. The meeting, usually held in May, was delayed because of the COVID-19 pandemic 
closures. Christine Beelen (President), Dorothy Scorsone (Past President), and Donna Shields Poë (Vice 
President) attended the meeting. 
 
The Association President reported a collective May Court membership of 1265 for the year 2019-20. Also the 
nine clubs disbursed a total of $1,121,728.00 in financial aid to their communities. Each of the clubs gave 
annual reports on their activities, their general state of affairs, and the impact the COVID-19 pandemic was 
having on their scope of activities. All of the clubs face the same challenges from COVID-19 and have 
suspended most of their activities. All were exploring what options are available to them such as running their 
shops on line, holding virtual galas, and soliciting donations from former supporters. 
 
An association delegate meeting was held by Zoom on January 20, 2021 to reassess the situation and to plan for 
the upcoming annual meeting in May. It was decided that the May AGM would be by Zoom.  The 87th 
Association Annual General Meeting was held on May 6, 2021 by Zoom and attended by Christine Beelen 
and Donna Shields Poë. The new executive committee elected is listed below.  
 
The date of the 88th Association General Meeting was set for April 29-30, 2022 in Barrie with the theme of 
Vision Revision and the hope that it will be in person.    
The Club dues for 2021-2022 were set at $3.00/member of a club (from the usual $7.50). This was approved by 
all.   Each club reported on activities. Christine Beelen reported that the Ottawa Club had won The June 
Callwood Outstanding Achievement in Voluntarism Award 2019. In all of the clubs, programs were severely 
curtailed by COVID-19. A theme discussed was how to retain and/or attract new members and will be a topic at 
the October delegate meeting. The October 2021 meeting will be by Zoom. The date has not been set yet. 

 
 

ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2021-2022 
 

President:                    Sandi Mackenzie, St. Catharines 
Vice President:           Donna Samuels, Oakville 
Past President:            Kathie Macmillan, Barrie 
Director at Large:        Cindy Popp, Oakville 
Secretary/Treasurer:   Sharon Shields, Oakville 

 
MEMBER MAY COURT CLUBS 

 
May Court Club of Barrie    May Court Club of London 
May Court Club of Brockville   May Court Club of Oakville 
May Court Club of Chatham    May Court Club of Ottawa 
May Court Club of Kitchener-Waterloo  May Court Club of St. Catharines 
       May Court Club of Windsor 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
*Deceased 

 
1898-1900   Miss Ethel Hamilton*  1952-1954   Mrs Melville Rogers* 
1900-1902   Mrs Edward Fauquier*  1954-1956   Mrs Robert Gill* 
1902-1904   Lady Perley*   1956-1958   Mrs Harold Mulkins* 
1904-1906   Mrs Robert Kernan*  1958-1960   Mrs Manson Campbell* 
1906-1908   Lady Sybil Middleton*  1960-1962   Mrs Eric Prime* 
1908-1909   Mrs Robert Kernan*  1962-1964   Mrs Lloyd B. Rochester* 
1909-1910   Miss Florence Fielding*  1964-1966   Mrs David Hazelgrove* 
1910-1911   Mrs Gordon Hewitt*  1966-1968   Mrs P.D. Holt* 
1911-1912   Miss Mary Scott*  1968-1970   Mrs J.H.F. Kenny* 
1912-1913   Lady Perley*   1970-1972   Mrs W.F.A. Davies 
1913-1916   Miss Edith MacPherson* 1972-1974   Mrs W.P. Power* 
1916-1918   Mrs Robert Kernan*  1974-1976   Mrs Ian McDiarmid 
1918-1920   Miss Sarah Sparks*  1976-1978   Mrs Joan Prime* 
1920-1921   Mrs Lennox Blackburn*  1978-1980   Mrs Mary Elizabeth Harris* 
1921-1922   Miss Margaret Southam* 1980-1982   Mrs Marian Parry* 
1922-1923   Mrs Massy Baker*  1982-1984   Mrs Ellen Lahey* 
1923-1925   Mrs Louise White*  1984-1986   Mrs Kay Yeomans* 
1925-1927   Mrs Noulan Cauchon*  1986-1988   Mrs Patricia Scott 
1927-1928   Mrs H.P. Hill*   1988-1990   Mrs Joyce Clarkson 
1928-1929   Miss Gwendolyn Burn*  1990-1992   Mrs Nancy Carruthers 
1930-1933   Miss Freda Fripp*  1992-1994   Mrs Isabel Peppler* 
1933-1934   Mrs Selwyn Wilson*  1994-1996   Mrs Patricia Burroughs* 
1934-1936   Mrs Arthur Hardy*  1996-1998   Mrs Leslie Boyce 
1936-1937   Mrs Francis Gill*  1998-2000   Mrs Susan Lahey 
1937-1938   Mrs C.A. Gray*   2000-2002   Mrs Lillian Smith 
1938-1939   Miss Ethel Beament*  2002-2004   Mrs Mary Frances McIntyre* 
1939-1940   Mrs I. Perley Robertson* 2004-2006   Dr Margaret D. Bell* 
1940-1941   Mrs C.H. Blair*   2006-2008   Barbara Hykle 
1941-1943   Mrs John Aylen*   2008-2010   Margie Howsam 
1943-1945   Mrs Douglas Blair*  2010-2012   Jose Hamilton 
1945-1947   Mrs Herbert F. Gordon*  2012-2014   Sharon Murphy 
1947-1948   Mrs H.R.T. Gill*   2014-2016   Margie Howsam 
1948-1950   Mrs M.C. Christensen*  2016-2018   Nancy Pyper 
1950-1952   Mrs Gordon Medcalf*  2018-2020   Dorothy Scorsone 
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FORMER PATRONS 

 
 
 

 
Mary Caroline, Countess of Minto  
Alice, Countess Grey 
H.R.H. Princess Louise Marguerite, Duchess of Connaught 
Evelyn Emily Mary, Duchess of Devonshire 
Marie Evelyn, Viscountess Byng of Vimy 
Marie Adelaide, Marchioness of Willingdon 
Roberte, Countess of Bessborough 
Susan Charlotte, Lady Tweedsmuir 
H.R.H. Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone 
Margaret Diana, Viscountess Alexander of Tunis 
The Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey, C.H., P.C., D.C.L., LL.D. 
The Hon. Pauline Vanier, P.C., C.C. 
Mrs Norah Michener, C.C., Ph.D. 
Madame Gabrielle Léger, C.C. 
Mrs Lily Schreyer, C.C. 
The Rt. Hon. Jeanne Sauvé, P.C., C.C., C.M.M., C.D., LL.D. 
Mrs Gerda Hnatyshyn, C.C. 
Mrs Diana Fowler Leblanc, C.C. 
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson, C.C., C.M., C.D. 
The Rt. Hon. Michaëlle Jean, C.C., C.C.M., C.O.M., C.D. 
Mrs. Sharon Johnston, C.C.  
Julie Payette CC CMM COM CQ CD 
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Contact Information 
MAY COURT CLUB ROOMS 

114A Cameron Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 0X1 
Telephone: 613-733-4681 

Fax: 613-733-5197 
Executive Office: 613-733-9507 
E-mail: secretary@maycourt.org 

Web: www.maycourt.org 
 

MAY COURT BARGAIN BOX 
228 Laurier Avenue East 

Ottawa, Ontario  K1N 6P2 
Telephone: 613-235-0333 

 
LIBRARY OTTAWA HOSPITAL 

CIVIC CAMPUS 
1053 Carling Avenue 

Ottawa, Ontario  K1Y 4E9 
Telephone: 613-798-5555 Ext. 16717 

 
THE HOSPICE AT MAY COURT 

114 Cameron Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1S 0X1 
Telephone: 613-260-2906 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


