
1 

 

Note: an (*) indicates places where the Worship Leader may invite 

the congregation to stand 

 

Pre-service Music 

 

Prelude ................................ “I Wonder as I Wander” 

 

*Call to Worship and Opening Prayer 
 

Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done 

marvelous things; ALL: His right hand and his holy 

arm have worked salvation for him.  

 

Leader: The Lord has made his salvation known and 

revealed his righteousness to the nations.  

ALL: He has remembered his love and his 

faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth have 

seen the salvation of our God.  

 

Leader: Christ is born today!  

ALL: Repeat the sounding joy!  

  

Leader: Together let us pray: 

ALL: When all things in silence lay, and the night was 

in the midst of her course, your Word leaped down 

from your royal throne, O God. So we rejoice and 

give you praise, that your Word may live in us, and 

that we may glorify you forever. Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn #220 

  ...................... “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

 

Christmas Gospel Reading ..................... Luke 2:1-12 

 

*Second Christmas Hymn #240 

  ....................................... “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” 

 

Christmas Gospel Reading .......................... Luke 2:13-20 

 

Christmas Message 

 

*Third Christmas Hymn# 234 

 .................................... “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (1-3) 

 

Christmas Offering 

• Worship Leader: At this time, we are not passing 

offering plates, but you may find one in the back of 

the sanctuary if God has led you to provide for 

tonight’s offering. Christmas is a fitting time to 

respond to God’s call to be generous people. After 

all, God provided the greatest gift of all on this 

night: His Son Jesus Christ came to rescue the world 

from our sins and restore our hope and relationship 

with God. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Offertory  .............................. “I Have Seen the Light” 

                                                          Paxtonville Boys 

 

Sharing Communion at Christmas 
• We will use Musical Setting B from the hymnal, pages 18-19 
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*Affirmation of Our Faith 

Leader: Together let us declare the truth of our faith using 

the Christmas Affirmation that may be found in the 

bulletin or on the screen. 

 

All in Unison: I believe that Jesus Christ was 

born, and that the world can never be the 

same.  I believe he is Emmanuel – God with 

us, and that he makes human life possible.  I 

believe that in His Spirit, by His power, God 

gives us the victory over sin and death.  Let 

there be peace on earth and good will toward 

all.  Amen. 

 

*Litany of Candle Lighting: 

Introduction 

Lighting of the Candles 
-- Please remember that lit candles always remain 

upright as we pass the flame – 

-- Silent Night will play softly while the candles are 

lit, then sing 1 verse – 

Candle Carol (#246) “Joy to the World” 

 

*Taking the Light into the World 

 

Postlude 

 
 

 

 

Paxtonville UMC 
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1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation's story 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant light: 

(Refrain) 

 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: 

(Refrain) 

 

4. Saints, before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear; 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

(Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners 

reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting 

Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th' incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 

 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of 

Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new born King!" 
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O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O 

come ye,  

to Bethlehem.  Come and behold him, born the King of 

angels; 

Refrain:  O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns 

not the Virgin's womb; Son of the Father, begotten not 

created;(Refrain) 

 

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing, all ye 

citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

(Refrain) 

 

 

 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 


