
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 
 
 
 
 

HELP 
I, Amanda Moyer, am in need of some help.  I am planning a 

vacation, the 1st in over a year & a half, for June 19-26.  But to take 
this vacation I need someone to step up and fill in for me here in the 

church office.  The fill in would not need to do many of my weekly 
tasks, just prepare the bulletin and PowerPoint on the computer and 

print and fold the bulletin.  If you could help me so I can take my 
vacation it would be greatly appreciated.  Just call me in the office 

570-837-3158, to let me know you can help me. 
 

 

Be The Light: Trust, Love, Serve 

 

 

A THOUGHT BEFORE MOTHER’S DAY 
& FATHER’S DAY 

Your parents are the 2 people that every person 
should have in 2nd place on their thank you lists, 

with God being first, of course.  Mom & Dad are the 
heroes to us all that almost never receive the credit 
that they deserve.  Think about those folks in your 
life that you admire.  Do you give any credit to their 

parents for the greatness they have achieved?  
They didn’t become so great by growing up by 

themselves in a bubble.  There were 2 people that 
were there to help them learn and grow to where 
they are now!  Just like those 2 adults who were 

there to help you become who you are today! 

Remember on those designated days on the 
calendar and every other day of the year to say 

“Thank you” to those great people in your lives that 
you call Mom & Dad. 

 

 
 

Paxtonville UMC 
1281 Paxton Street 
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May/June 2021 



 
 

Thank you all of you who took the time to participate in our Lenten 
Calendar giving.    The money given will be used to aide people who 

were and may still be struggling through this pandemic.   
The total raised is $524.37! 

 

March’s Stewardship 
 General Fund $16,191.77 
 Online Giving -General Fund  2,409.62 
 Memorial Gifts 1,965.00 
 Initial  10.00 
 Missions 60.00   
 Sierra Leone Scholarships 225.00 
 UMCOR 100.00 
 Music Ministry 500.00 
 Building Fund 100.00 
  
    

April’s Stewardship 
 General Fund $15,462.90 
 Online Giving -General Fund  1,973.69 
 Sierra Leone Pastors 50.00 
 Sierra Leone Scholarships 575.00  
 Music Ministry 500.00 

      Pavilion 2,030.00  
 Building Fund 50.00  

 Memorial  60.00 
 UMCOR 50.00 

 Missions 60.00 
 HVAC Fund 250.00 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

May:  2- David Stull June:  1- Julie Loss 
3- Charles Ax 2- Garret Kuhns 
7- Lori Keister, Marshall Aurand 3- Caleb Buckley 
8- Trevor Kratzer, Alexis Heim 4- Ryan Herrold  
13- Bryan Snook, Lori Cover 7- William Kerstetter  
14- Joan Zimmerman, Violet Klinger, 8- Jess Hetrick, Baylee Bruner 
  Bailey DiCristina  
18- Zeb Weaver 15- Susan Gift, Connie Kratzer 
22- Matthew Baney, Mahlon Baney 16- Maura Aurand, Cassandra Snook 
23- Brad Aurand 19- Bailey Hetrick 
24- Nancy Stull, Cohen Herman,  20- Tami Reigle 
 Garret Hestor 
25- Landon Bruner, Ron Strawser 22- Kim Ebright, Amy McClellan 
27- Greg Hetrick, Carey Landis 23- Earl Paige 
29- Matthew Balinski, James Buckley 24- Ted Herman 
30- Kathy Bilger 26- Chris Nesbit, Scott McClellan, 
    Linda Kerstetter 
   27- Damon Hassinger 
   29- Tina Landis, Rachel Maney 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
May:  8- Denny, Lyn Levan  June:  3- Ted, Becky Herman 
12- Jim, Linda Kerstetter   4- Todd, Katrina Hestor 
18-Brandon, Shauna Kratzer   Mike, Tammy Gill 
       12-Bill, Phyllis Burns 
   16- Chad, Lori Keister  
   23- Del, Colleen Ritter 
   28- Terry, Cathy Polan 

 



 
 

Several years ago, Paxtonville UMC started a “shepherding” program 
to help keep our church family connected to one another.  Over the 
years things changed, life seemed to become busier, the structure of 
the church changed and the program sort of took a back burner.  With 
the onslaught of the pandemic, it took a while but many of us realized 
how much we missed each other and our church family 
so at the urging of several groups we decided to 
reinstitute our shepherding program.  Many of you 
should have received a call or note from your 
shepherd already asking you for your contact 
information, but you should also be hearing from your 
shepherd on a regular but not pesky basis.  We hope 
you are all well and will be receptive to being checked 
on to be sure each of you knows how important you 
are to Paxtonville United Methodist Church.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact me at 570-837-0498 or 
marthaherman27@hotmail.com. 

 

God’s Blessings,  

Martha Herman 

 

P.S. Your contact information will be used to get in touch with you 
when church services would be cancelled or changed or when there 
is information that needs to be shared with everyone.  We will be 
having an automated phone system activated in the near future to be 
sure that everyone is contacted and receives the same information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Location:  Paxtonville United Methodist Church 
  VBS is scheduled:  Sunday, July 18 to Thursday, July 22 
  Each day’s fun begins:  6:00 p.m. 
  The VBS fun will end:  8:30 p.m. 
  For more information, call: Leta Doersam, 837-5861 
             or church office, 837-3158 

 

To make Vacation Bible School a success we need lots of volunteers.  
We need:  Prayer Warriors, people to advertise, decorators, 

photographers, people to handle registration, to open & close VBS.  We 
also need someone in charge of the Bible Adventure, Sing and Song 
Express, Loco Motion Games and Chow Chow Snacks.  We will also 

need Crew Leaders to take the children from station to station.  And if you 
would like to help but do not want to be a leader, we need assistants for 

all of the different stations.  If you feel led by God to help in any area, 
please see or call Leta Doersam (570-837-5861). 

We will have 2 planning sessions for any questions you may have or any 
suggestions you may have to improve VBS. The dates are Wed., May 19 



and Wed., June 16.  Both meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Paxtonville UMC’S 7 Scholarship Students 
The opportunity to light a new future for seven young adult Sierra Leoneans 
from Tombodu United Methodist Church arrived as Paxtonville congregation 
trusted God for our provision to give to missions, loved those who live 
thousands of miles away, as well as from a different culture, and we still chose 
to serve seven young adults! 

Not as the crow flies, but as two airplane rides soar 8,000 plus miles, not as 
bumpy roads, though improving still yield “sit and dance” journeys (300 miles 
up country), not as the pandemic and teacher walkouts at government 
colleges and universities delayed year two studies, but as we love each other 
news still flowed from our scholarship students to Paxtonville, read on. 

As I shared in worship the other week, Samuel Fanday, an economics 
student, performed well in his class work and was chosen for a “practical” 
(work experience) over the holiday break. As a result of his work and report to 
the team from the United Kingdom (UK) that provided the experience 
(government consulate service), he received an opportunity to do a short-term 
study/research project in the UK, learning how nations use their natural 
resources to best advantage to improve their economy. At the same time, he 
continues his Sierra Leone class work via computer studies. Pray Sam 
organizes and shares an excellent research report/presentation in the 
UK, that it impacts his schoolmates, professors, UMC leadership, and 
Sierra Leone government/economic leaders favorably when shared upon 
his return to SL. 

Mary Momoi, a human resources student, graduates this year from this two-
year program.  She currently volunteers at a Kono business as well as attends 
school. Graduation occurs in August or September instead of May or June. 
Pray that Mary completes all her work well and finds a job in her chosen 
field. 

Ann Karku, Sahr Fengai, Victor Menjor, study primary education,                          
Kallie Koroma and Moses Moiwa study secondary education. They 
started module 3, the first module of year two on April 2, 2021,                        
and in July and August will complete year two or module 4. Students in 

this program volunteer at primary and secondary schools and complete 
studies while the primary and secondary schools break for vacation. For their 
final year, modules 5 and 6, they must write a dissertation. Attached below: A 
current picture of the students (minus Sam), as well as the teacher 
certification students’ grades for module 2. Pray that Ann, Sahr, Victor, 
Kallie, and Moses understand and do well in their volunteer work and 
studies.  

Please consider being the light toward a new life for our scholarship students 
as we serve God in Sierra Leone. 

Scholarship Fund Goal: $2,600 by 
June 2021 Fund Balance: 
$1,147.77 

 
L to R: Victor, Moses, Ann, Sahr, Kallie, 
 seated Mary, & in United Kingdom, Sam 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Update on the Protocol of Grace and 
Reconciliation through Separation 

 Just before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the worldwide United 
Methodists wrestled with the possibility of denominational split, As PUMC’s 
pastor, I want to provide some brief updates on the Separation Protocol that 
was once the focus of Methodist news and attention. 

 The Separation Protocol is a piece of legislation up for vote at the global 
UMC’s General Conference Assembly. The Protocol addresses the current 
division within the UMC over LGBTQ+ inclusion, specifically whether 
conferences can ordain LGBTQ+ persons and pastors can officiate LGBTQ+ 
weddings. If adopted, the Protocol would allow Annual Conferences and local 
churches to vote to remain in the progressive post-separation United 
Methodist Church, disaffiliate to join another (progressive or traditional) 
denomination, or disaffiliate to become independent. PUMC held a townhall 
Q&A on this topic just before the pandemic started. 

 A few congregation members have asked me, “Pastor, where is the 
denomination on the Protocol and potential vote?” In short, there is no “new” 
news. It might be helpful to remember that the United Methodist Church has 
the following structure: General Conference, Jurisdictional Conferences, 
Annual Conferences, and local churches. The General Conference, which 
meets every four years, brings in representatives from all over the world to 
vote on denomination-wide changes. The Protocol must come before the 
General Conference before coming to a vote at the local level. Because 
General conference was canceled in 2020 and will not convene until 2022 due 
to the pandemic, local churches have nothing to vote on yet. 

 

 Once the General Conference votes on and potentially adopts the 
Protocol in 2022, then vote moves on to Annual Conferences. These are 
smaller regional bodies; our Susquehanna Annual Conference includes 
central and northeastern Pennsylvania. If the Protocol passes, our Annual 
Conference will vote on it in May/June 2022. Finally, after all of that, the vote 
would potentially come to Paxtonville UMC. In short, because of delays with 
the pandemic, 2022 is the earlier we will see a possible vote of separation. In 
the meantime, and with not much else to do in the meantime, I encourage all 
of us to keep the General Conference and its delegates in your prayers from 
time to time until they can all safely meet in person. 

 
Creation of Three Designated Fund  

Giving Opportunities 
As one of its assigned duties, the Paxonville UMC Governing Board functions 

as the Trustees of the church.  Over the last several meetings of 2021, the 
Board discussed the future needs of our physical plant (church buildings).   

There are no specific needs that require immediate attention; however, there 
are several areas that will likely require some attention in the future.   As with 
all things in this world, the costs continue to rise. With these things in mind, 
the Board approved the creation of three designated giving opportunities to 

gather funds for these future projects. 

The Board mailed a letter to members and attenders of PUMC detailing these 
future needs. The giving opportunities highlight the following needs: sound 

system updates, roof maintenance, and HVAC updates. Creating these funds 
is a proactive step to raise capital before the actual need arises and an 

attempt to maintain open communication within the congregation. No specific 
capital fund drive exists for these needs as of yet. As you consider 

contributing to any of these three Giving Opportunities, you may do so through 
our normal means of contributing money: the offering. We encourage special 
gifts to these needs be marked or labeled as such. We would also encourage, 
if possible, that gifts to these designated funds be in addition to normal tithes 

and offerings. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


