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Ezra – How God Restores August 23, 2020 

10:30am Worship Service  
Welcome and Discipleship Announcements 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 

Invitation to Prayer 

Leader: In Philippians 2:12, Paul encourages believers to 
“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” This 
was not an indication that salvation is something we 
accomplish for ourselves; we know God is solely responsible 
for that. Just as we talked last week about taking faith one step 
at a time, Paul tells the past and future Church to “keep at it.” 
Keep pursuing God. Keep drawing near to Jesus. Keep loving 
and serving in God-glorifying ways. Don’t give up even when 
we stumble and fall. If you are weary today, let’s pray through 
Christ who gives us rest. If you are weighed down, let’s pray 
through Christ who carries the burden. If your faith is small, 
let’s pray through Christ who perfects faith. In this prayer time 
we will begin with a time of silence, I will gather us into a 
corporate prayer, and then invite us to conclude together 
saying The Lord’s Prayer. Let us pray… 

Together: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

*Opening Praise Song .................... “Power of Your Love” 

 

 

 

Scripture Lesson Ezra 9:1-5; Ezra 10:1-6 

Sermon Drawing Nearer and Nearer 

Guest Artist Series Coleen Renshaw 

Prayer of Dedication 

*Closing Hymn UMH #454 “Open My Eyes”  

*Parting Blessing 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP 

 General Fund $4,009.00 
 Online Giving -General Fund  149.34 
 SUSUMC Camping Fund 250.00 
 Missions  50.00 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER   REQUESTS 

Prayers have been asked for the following individuals: 

Byron Hassinger, Anna Reigle, Paul Kratzer, Lois Yeater,  

Goldie Womer, Chandis Klinger, Trina & Shane Eia,  

Holly Paige, Thomas Becker, Jessica Wall, Rose McStravick  

 



Worship with us on Sundays. . . . 
Outdoor Pavilion Service:  9:00 am 
Online Worship Service:  10:30am 

 
TODAY’S MINISTRY TEAM 

PRAYER TEAM ............................................................................... EVERYONE! 
AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST .................................................... EVERYONE! 

 
For a complete list of staff and ministry leaders, livestreaming 

services, upcoming events and much more, visit our website and 
Facebook page: 

 
www.paxtonvilleumc.org 

www.facebook.com/paxtonvilleumc 
 

 PUMC Office Hours ........................................................................................... Tues-Thurs. 9am-3pm 
 1281 Paxton Street ................................................................................................ Local: 570-837-3158 
 Paxtonville, PA 17861 .................................................................... Email: office@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Ministers ................................................................................................................................. Everyone 
 Pastor .................................................................................................................... Rev. Ryan T. Krauss 
  ................................................................................................................. rkrauss@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Director of Music ............................................................................................................... Adam Dietz 
  ................................................................................................................... adietz@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Children & Youth Director .............................................................................................. Audrey Trego 
  .......................................................................................... 570-837-5357; atrego@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Secretary ....................................................................................................................... Amanda Moyer 
  ................................................................................................................. amoyer@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Custodians ......................................................................................................................... Tony Landis 
  .................................................................................................................. tlandis@paxtonvilleumc.org 
  ..................................................................................................................................... Brittney Weaver 
  ............................................................................................................... bweaver@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 Governing Board Chair .................................................................................................... Mike Howell 
  ...................................................................................... 570-837-3987; mhowell@paxtonvilleumc.org 
 

Jesus, You are the Way, the Truth and the Life.                                               
 Let us worship You today in Spirit and in Truth.    

 Paxtonville United Methodist Church Media Licenses:                                                                       
CCLI# 1492563    CVLI# 504206295 
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SONGS FOR WORSHIP 
“Open My Eyes” 

Words: Clara H. Scott, 1895 
Music: Clara H. Scott, 1895 

CCLI License: 1492563 
 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see  
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  

place in my hands the wonderful key  
that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  
ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!  
 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear  
voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,  
everything false will disappear.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  
ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!  
 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear  
gladly the warm truth everywhere;  
open my heart and let me prepare  

love with thy children thus to share.  
Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MEN’S RETREAT:  The men ‘s retreat to Wesley Forest that was 
postponed in the spring will now be held Sept 11-13. Men of all 
ages are welcome to attend.  We will be having a bible study and 
also a work parry for the camp.  More details to come. 

 
WEEDING HELP:  PUMC could use some drop-in help weeding 
the flower beds around the church.  This won’t be an organized 
event, but if anyone feels led to stop by and pull weeds for a little 
bit, we’d be grateful! 
 
GRAB-A-BITE:  Blessings everyone, we hope this message 
finds you safe and well. Our youth group, The ROCK, is looking 
for someone to take charge of planning a meal schedule and 
helping to prepare meals with our volunteers every other 
Wednesday (first and third of the month.) If you are interested 
please contact us at the church, or reach out to Tony Landis or 
Audrey Trego for more information. Thank you in advance for 
considering to help us out in this ministry.  

MEETING TIMES:  The Lay Leadership, Nominations Team 
will be meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 26th @ 6:30 p.m. The 
Worship Design team will be meeting on Sept. 2nd at 6:30 p.m. 
Also, the Governing Board’s next meeting is scheduled for 
September 10th at 6 p.m.  These meetings will be held outdoors in 
our Pavilion (weather permitting)! 

 
PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS: On August the 23rd, PUMC's ROCK 
Youth Group leaders invite everyone to a socially-distanced prayer 
circle and praise in PUMC's parking lot. We will be praying over the 
community, teachers, administrators. It will start at 8:30 pm and 
please bring a mask. Also remember if you are experiencing any 
symptoms of illness, please stay home and join from there in spirit. 

 

 



 
Ezra 9:1-5 NIV 

9 After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, 
“The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not 

kept themselves separate from the neighboring peoples with their 
detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, 

Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 2 They 
have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their 
sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. 

And the leaders and officials have led the way in this 
unfaithfulness.”  

3 When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my 
head and beard and sat down appalled. 4 Then everyone who 

trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me 
because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there appalled 

until the evening sacrifice.                                                                     
5 Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with 
my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread 

out to the LORD my God 

Ezra 10:1-6 NIV 
10 While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing 

himself down before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites—
men, women and children—gathered around him. They too wept 
bitterly. 2 Then Shekaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of 

Elam, said to Ezra, “We have been unfaithful to our God by 
marrying foreign women from the peoples around us. But in spite of 

this, there is still hope for Israel. 3 Now let us make a covenant 

before our God to send away all these women and their children, in 
accordance with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear the 
commands of our God. Let it be done according to the Law. 4 Rise 

up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take 
courage and do it.” 

5 So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and Levites and all 
Israel under oath to do what had been suggested. And they took the 
oath. 6 Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went 

to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. While he was there, he ate 
no food and drank no water, because he continued to mourn over the 

unfaithfulness of the exiles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SONGS FOR WORSHIP 

“Power of Your Love” 
Song #:  4535456 

CCLI License: 1492563 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lord I come to You 
Let my heart be changed, 

renewed 
Flowing from the grace  

That I found in You. 
 

Lord 
I've come to know the 
weaknesses I see in me 

will be stripped away by the 
power of Your love. 

 

CHORUS:  Hold me close 
let Your love surround me 
bring me near Draw me to 

your side.                                      
And as I wait, I'll rise up  

like the eagle                             
And I will soar with You 
your Spirit leads me on               

in the power of Your love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lord unveil my eyes let me 

see You face to face                 
the knowledge  

of Your love as You live 
 in me. 

Lord renew my mind  
As Your will unfolds in my 

life in living every day                             
By the power of Your love. 

CHORUS 

CHORUS 

And I will soar with You 
your Spirit leads me on               

in the power of Your love. 

And I will soar with You 
your Spirit leads me on               

in the power of Your love. 

 


