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Intro:      

➢ You can turn in your Bibles, or tap on your device, to the book of Romans, 

in the New Testament, Chapter 6-7-8 

o [TONIGHT IN THE 4th PROPHECY STUDY WE WILL BE 

 TALKING ABOUT THE SECOND HALF OF THE MAGOG INVASION, EZEKIEL 39…] 

o This is the Apostle Paul’s greatest Theological work  

o Therefore, I am doing something that I have not done with other books… 

I’m sharing with you a mnemonic memory aid that will help you to mentally 

map out the letter  

➢ I want you to Think of Romans as a Map with the city of Rome at the Center  

o In the center of the city of Rome is this city block 

o There is a building on each of the 4 corners that reminds us of the 4 

Sections of Romans 

o Each of these buildings reminds us NOT ONLY that there are 4 sections to 

the letter but also of the particulars OF the 4 sections 

▪ The Courthouse reminds us of the Courthouse of the Law – Ch.’s 1-5 

• 3:23, 5:1, 5:8 

▪ The Powerplant reminds us of the Powerplant of Grace – Ch.’s 6-7-8 

▪ The Synagogue reminds us of The Heritage of Israel – Ch.’s 9-11 

▪ The Church reminds us of The Heritage of the Church – Ch.’s 12-16 



   
 

   
 

o Today we will be continuing in the Second Section – The Powerplant of 

Grace – Ch.’s 6-7-8 

• The major theme of this section is God’s Grace…. 

• My dad at Harrington Powerplant … In like manner, this 

powerplant is pumping out the Grace that we need to live a life 

of victory over sin! 

o We will see many great verses in this section, but the three that we will 

commit to memory are Romans 6:23; 7:24 and 8:4 

▪ 6:23 – wages = death; gift = life 

▪ 7:24 – “Who will deliver me?” from this body of death 

▪ 8:4 – “The righteous requirements of the Law fulfilled IN US” WE are 

the TRAIN!!!  Filled daily with the POWER of his Grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Today, as we continue this study in the Grace of God in this the New Year… 

and are working on setting up for success, spiritually…  

o First we saw how the number one thing we can do to walk in the Victorious, 

Spirit-filled victory is getting into the Word and getting the Word into us… 

o Then, Last week, Pastor Tucker showed us the importance and power of 

Prayer in our spiritual walk…  

o As we pause in our verse-by-verse study of Romans, between ch.’s 7 & 8, 

these first several weeks of the New Year we are looking at pivotal actions 



   
 

   
 

that can help set ourselves up for Biblical Success rather than wallowing in 

the mire of fleshly failure… 

▪ How we can move from 6, through 7 and into 8… The Promised Land 

OR Victorious, Spirit-filled Living 

▪ Then we will get right back to our verse-by-verse study in the 

POWERFUL 8th Ch. Of Romans...  

➢ The title of today’s message is : “Setting Ourselves Up for Success in 2020 and 

Beyond – Part 3 – Serving God with our Talent, Time and Treasure.”  

o I wanted to complete this parenthetical journey with a message on Service, 

specifically talent, time and treasure TODAY and get back to Romans 8 

o First, we will discuss our talent… those abilities that God has blessed us 

with including both natural talents and spiritual gifts 

▪ We will discuss how they are given to us so that we might SERVE the 

purposes of the Kingdom of God 

▪ … how they are granted to serve others and advance the cause of 

Christ rather than to serve ourselves 

o Then, we will discuss how to use those gifts and abilities along with the 

valuable gift of our time for God and for others… 

o However, due to communion, extra announcements and a missions 

meeting today, most likely we will have to go through Talent and Treasure 

today and then save the discussion of Treasure for next week 

▪ Now, that’s definitely not a normal practice here [A MESSAGE ON 

GIVING] 

▪ However, it is a part of our spiritual walk 

▪ As you may recall from our Biblical Financial Interviews, the Bible has 

a lot to say about finances and stewardship 



   
 

   
 

▪ It goes hand-in-hand with Serving God with our Talent and Time 

▪ So, prepare your hearts… and don’t bring visitors. LOL> 

 

 

PRAY 

Talent 

➢ So far, we’ve established that there is a constant battle within us between 

the Flesh and the Spirit…   

o In order to have Spiritual success, we depend on the Power of the Holy 

Spirit at work within us…   

▪ That living water diluting the sin within us 

▪ Taking that water illustration in a different direction, it’s also a tale of 

two Seas 

▪ The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea 

 

o Let’s consider the Dead sea first…. 

▪ It is located on the border between Israel and Jordan 

▪ It is more than 1200 ft below sea level 

▪ The Jordan River constantly dumps its water, silt and nutrients  

▪ But it has NO OUTLET 

▪ It just becomes more and more salty and nothing can grow 

▪ Thus, the DEAD SEA 

 

o Now let’s consider the Sea of Galilee   



   
 

   
 

▪ There are multiple sources from Tel Dan to Caesarea Philippi 

▪ They supply the fresh, clean water to this lake that provides a fruitful 

habitat and water source for the entire region 

▪ Unlike the Dead Sea though, it also has a healthy outlet 

▪ As a result of this balance of INLET and OUTLETT, the Jordan River 

runs down from Galilee supplying much-needed nutrients and fresh 

water  

▪ It flows DOWN past so many lands with experiences of great faith 

right into the Promised Land 

 

o What can we learn from this illustration? 

▪ In order to set ourselves up for spiritual success, we also need to have 

a balanced life like the Sea of Galilee, NOT the staleness of the Dead 

Sea 

▪ We need to have a balance of INCOMING and OUTGOING waters 

• The incoming headwaters are the Getting into the Word and 

Prayer of the last two weeks 

• The OUTGOING comes in today’s message of SERVICE 

• WE need to take the things that God teaches us and speaks to 

us in Prayer and in the Word and work them out in our service 

• This makes for a balanced spiritual life… Incoming and 

Outgoing… building up of self and serving others! 

Turn to Hebrews 6:10 

10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his 
name in serving the saints, as you still do..  

 



   
 

   
 

➢ He speaks to us in the Word and in prayer, then we walk in the works he’s 

prepared in advance for us to walk in as we serve God and others 

o We all have Talents that can either be used for the work of the kingdom or 

to serve our own needs 

▪ Those who walk in the Flesh will use them to serve self and/or worldly 

needs 

▪ Those who walk in the Spirit will use them to serve others and/or 

advance the Kingdom of God 

 

o 1 Cor 12:4-7  “4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and 

there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To 

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 

▪ I believe that God GIVES each one of us various Gifts 

▪ These can either be Natural abilities that are enhanced by the Spirit 

or they can be Supernatural Abilities that defy our human nature 

▪ But these are mostly, though not always, gifts that we maintain 

throughout our lives, or at least for long periods of time: 

▪ We get to “Keep them” for lack of a better description  

▪ And We can also improve upon them through practice 

▪ For Example: 

• The Gift of Teaching – This can be natural as well as 

Supernatural and is something that one tends to improve and 

adapt over time 



   
 

   
 

• The Gift of Prophecy – This is totally Supernatural and yet is 

very intrinsic to the person’s personality and yet can be 

improved upon as the person grows in the Lord 

• The Gift of Exhortation – This is very similar to Prophecy in 

the way that it works, though it is a definitely a different gift 

• The Gift of Leadership – This is natural as well as Supernatural 

and is very intrinsic yet can definitely be developed with 

experience 

• We look at this in more detail later in Romans 12 

 

o Lumberjack Ill - Once, an old lumberjack was told by a friend that he 

should buy a chainsaw. The guy said, "You'll chop four times more wood 

with a chainsaw than with your ax.” But after several outings with his new 

chainsaw, the lumberjack was chopping less wood. In frustration he 

returned the saw to the hardware store. The clerk was surprised. He 

cranked it up to troubleshoot the problem… As soon as it roared to life, the 

lumberjack jumped backward with a weird look on his face and asked quite 

fearfully, “What's that noise?” 

▪ He was using the chainsaw without the power 

▪ Spiritual gifts are like tools and the Holy Spirit is the powersource!  

▪ The Spirit comes upon us and Cranks it like a chainsaw 

▪ He revs up our natural abilities that are inherent in our DNA… 

▪ … and he also empowers us with supernatural capacities that enable 

us to do more and better in our SERVICE for God… 

▪ These are our Talents and He wants to use them all to serve OTHERS 

rather than self and for the advancement of the Kingdom of God 

 



   
 

   
 

o When we use our natural and supernatural Talents for the kingdom, it 

brings balance to our spiritual walk 

 

➢ Peter wrote the following in his first epistle, “As each has received a gift, use 

it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. ” 1 Peter 4:10 

o Each has received GIFTS [talents and/or abilities, natural and supernatural] 

 

o We should serve in these capacities  

 

o We have a responsibility as STEWARDS of God’s varied or manifold grace 

▪ He gives large variations to accomplish his various work 

▪ We should serve as he gave us individually 

▪ Have you ever tried to DIY something that requires special training? 

• Attempted plumbing without a plumber? 

• Attempted electric wiring without an electrician? 

• IT’s best when plumbers do plumbing and electricians to 

electricity 

• In the kingdom, God has gifted us with TALENTS to use for his 

various work accordingly 

 

▪ Unfortunately, we sometimes either use them for our own selfish 

purposes OR we attempt to do things we haven’t bee gifted at 

• This can happen when we want to be like someone else 

• Or when we simply desire to do things that God hasn’t gifted us 

to do 

• For example:   



   
 

   
 

o I have an acquired skill to play guitar… It’s NOT a gift, it’s 

just something I learned so that I can do it when there’s 

no one else 

o Also, I don’t sing well 

o Other people are GIFTED guitarists and singers [like My 

wife and daughter] 

o My envy causes me to want to do something that He 

hasn’t gifted me to do.  

o I can pray for it… I can work at it… But I’ve realized that 

the DOOR is closed.  

▪ God has gifted his people to walk in the works that HE has planned, 

not what WE have planned for ourselves! 

 

o The Beatles Illustration - The Beatles were a group of incredibly talented 

musicians.  At one point, John Lennon boldly stated, “We are more popular 

than Jesus Christ.”  They could’ve used their great musical abilities to serve 

others and advance the Kingdom of God, but instead, they used them to 

make themselves rich and famous and advance their own ungodly agenda. 

Imagine what the Beatles could’ve done if they’d relinquished control of 

their music to God and used it for the cause of Christ!  

▪ In like manner, we need to relinquish control of our natural and 

supernatural talents to God for his purposes 

▪ We need to let the Holy Spirit take control and lead us to serve others 

and advance God’s kingdom of God rather than serving ourselves 

▪ IF… we want to Set Ourselves Up for Spiritual Success! 

 



   
 

   
 

➢ Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 

and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

o AS we continue to come together, we are to stir one another up 

▪ This speaks of the idea of Stoking a Fire 

▪ WE are to stoke the fire of Service in one another 

▪ Putting more wood on the fire, fanning the flames  

▪ Encouraging one another to serve using our talents and abilities 

 

o Paul wrote to Timothy as one of his last encouragements before his death, 

“I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you” 2 TIM 1:6 

 

o We should do this all the more as the return of Christ draws near! 

▪ This is a very post-modern world where people are convinced that 

church is no longer necessary 

▪ People have their podcasts and simulcasts that are quickly taking the 

place of a church body, community 

▪ Karl Vaters, author of the New Small Church said, “About 20 years 

ago, a church member was considered active in the church if he or 

she attended three times a week. Today, a church member is 

considered active in the church if he or she attends three times a 

month.” In many places, it’s even lower than that.” These are not 

fringe people who are attending that infrequently... This is the pattern 

for active church members.!” 

▪ This is a spiritual stronghold that must be brought down as Paul 

wrote in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 “For the weapons of our warfare are 

not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We 



   
 

   
 

destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 

knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,” 

▪ How do I know?  Because Hebrews 10:24-25 says so! 

▪ Let’s make sure that doesn’t happen here. How else will we STOKE 

each other’s fires? 

▪ We need each other!  WE are the body of Christ! 

▪ WE need to speak into one another’s lives! 

▪ We need to partake of one another’s fruit! 

▪ This isn’t a movie or a theater performance!  It’s a work of Spiritual 

Transformation that is happening here! 

▪ Take advantage of it!  Share with one another. Prayer with one 

another. STIR UP THOSE FIRES OF SERVICE.   

▪ All the more as the Glorious Return of Christ approaches! 

As we learn to use our Talents… 

We will need to devote our Time… 

 

Time   

➢ Once you’ve discovered what your talents are, then you’ll need to decide 

how much TIME you spend using them 

o Time is perhaps our greatest commodity 

▪ We all have the same amount each day  

▪ We cannot add to or take away, but we can WASTE AWAY 



   
 

   
 

▪ J. Oswald Sanders, in Spiritual Leadership, said, “The way we employ 

the surplus hours… will determine if we develop into mediocre or 

powerful people.” 

▪ Sanders notes that time cannot be retrieved or hoarded, only SPENT 

WELL 

▪ It’s been said, “’Tis only one life, it will soon be passed, Only what’s 

done for Christ will last.” 

 

o Ephesians 5:15-16 “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as 

wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.” 

▪ How we spend our minutes and hours can translate into Abundant 

Life or total dereliction  

▪ Our problem is not lack of time but how we spend the time we have 

• Even the president of the United States only has the same 24 

hrs in the day 

• Aside from his vast presidential duties, JFK took a swim in the 

White House EVERY SINGLE DAY at 1 pm 

• George W. Bush went to bed at 10 pm every single night 

• While others may surpass our intellect, our ability or our 

influence, NO ONE has MORE time! 

• What will you do with it? 

• When Michelangelo was painting the Sistine Chapel and 

pressing himself to make the deadline someone told him, “This 

may cost you your life!” He replied, “What else is life for?” 

 

▪ IF all of our time was charted on a pie chart for all to see, would it 

embarrassing? 



   
 

   
 

• How many hours would be spent on frivolous activities? 

• How many on selfish ones? 

• How many on spiritual things or Kingdom work? 

 

o Romans 13:11 “Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

first believed.” 

▪ Each moment is a gift from God and deserves great care 

▪ The time is short and the work is great! 

▪ Mary Slessor, the daughter of an alcoholic, worked in a factory at age 

11 for 12 hours a day and yet educated herself and spent here life 

ministering to women and children in Africa 

▪ David Livingstone began working in a cotton mill at age 10 for 14 

hours a day; yet he found ways to read and study so that he could 

read Latin by age 16 and completed a program in medicine and 

theology by age 27; he then spent his entire life ministering to the 

people of Africa and charting unknown geography for the UK 

▪ Jesus himself set the greatest example of a strategic use of time: 

• He ministered through life never in a hurry yet always with 

more work to accomplish and continually surrounded by 

crowds who demanded his attention 

• Yet He seemed to give every visitor his most direct attention as 

though he had nothing else to do 

• The key to his serenity was that he was 100% dependent upon 

the Holy Spirit to guide his every step, embrace every hour 

spent and to make every needed contingency for every 

situation 



   
 

   
 

• Jesus communed in prayer with his Father daily and received 

both the words he would say and the work he would do 

• “It is the Father living in me who is doing the work…” John 

14:10 

• At the end of his life Jesus declared that “I have completed the 

work that you gave me to do.”  John 17:4 

 

▪ Do YOU feel like you complete God’s work at the end of the day?  

Or do you feel like you fail regularly? 

• How can you feel complete? 

• By communing with God in his WORD and in PRAYER 

• And then going out and using your TALENTS and TIME as he 

instructs you to do 

• 100% dependence upon the Holy Spirit 

• Nothing else matters. 

• The ONLY things you need to accomplish in a given day [or 

hour] are the very things that GOD assigns to you. 

• It is IMPOSSSIBLE to meet every need 

• As J Oswald Sanders says that if the believer “sincerely plans 

his day in prayer, then executes the plan with all energy and 

eagerness, that is enough.” 

 

▪ USS Fort McHenry Illustration – When I was aboard ship on an 

overseas deployment, the USS Fort McHenry had several decks with 

ladderwells in various places.  It takes quite some time on the ship to 

figure out how to get to where you are trying to go.  I spent 223 days 



   
 

   
 

at sea and got to know my way around pretty well but I still took 

many a wrong turn and got lost on occasion.  For me, thought, it was 

a time of great spiritual fortitude.  I was a missionary to the military.  I 

was teaching a Bible study 3 nights a week. Guys were getting saved.  

I was traveling the world. It was great.  So, every time I made a wrong 

turn, rather than get upset, I would literally just wait for the divine 

appointment.  Sure enough, every single time, I would run into a 

shipmate that needed prayer or encouragement or something like 

that.   

• As I get older, and tend to control all of my circumstances and 

get upset when I lose control…I often think back to those days  

• I ask God to help me to live with that kind of faith and 

dependence on the Holy Spirit again 

• Today, I often go to bed feeling like I didn’t accomplish the 

things I needed to; I feel like a failure regularly 

• But what I need to do, rather, is to commune closely with the 

Lord and ask HIM what things HE wants me to accomplish each 

day 

• And I need to remember that when things get messed up or I 

take wrong turns, it may very well be a divine appointment 

• And nothing else matters.  

 

Now, this talk of Talents leads right into the concept of Treasure… 

But we will have to wait until next week to get into it… 

Please don’t be put off by this subject, but come and ask the Lord to speak…  



   
 

   
 

 

Treasure next week! 

In conclusion…  

 

Conclusion 

➢ Talent 

➢ Time 

➢ Ending – Mark Vogel, Trevor Thomas 

o I could really talk about so many of you 

o Just yesterday there was memorial service from the Chaplaincy…  

o Mark Vogel 

o Trevor & Jasmine Thomas… 

o Missions Info Meeting directly following   

 

Communion 

o That we all think, say and do things that are contrary to the standards 

found in the scriptures… The Bible calls this SIN. And every person does it. 

RM 3:23 

o That sin SEPARATES us eternally from God RM 6:23; IS 59:2 



   
 

   
 

o The ONLY REMEDY for that separation is the CROSS where he took our sin 

and offers us HIS righteousness. COL 2:14 

o WE must CHOOSE to receive this salvation by softening our hearts to 

REPENTANCE, or TURNING from Sin and toward Christ to Receive FREELY 

by his GRACE the Justification we do not deserve! JOHN 1:12; ACTS 2:38; 

ACTS 16:31 

o Speak a simple prayer 


