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Intro:      

➢ You can open your Bibles to the Book of Romans, chapter 3 

 

➢ Because this letter to the Romans was Paul’s greatest Theological work, I 

want to help YOU to gain a solid grasp on it… It can be life-changing! 

o So I am going to share with you a memory aid that will help you to 

mentally map out the letter as well as learn some of the key verses  

 

o With lots of help from others, I have developed some Memory Aids to help 

you to commit this Map of Romans to memory 

▪ In my own personal studies, I have learned various methods of 

memorization that have GREATLY helped me to memorize a lot of 

scripture  

▪ It begins as a crutch of sorts to help your brain to remember 

abstract words by connecting them with funny pictures that are easier 

to remember 

 

o If you review them regularly, eventually the funny pictures will fade as the 

memorized words become part of your permanent memory 

▪ It’s like it moves from RAM to Hard Drive, in your computer brain 

▪ That’s why I am showing you these funny pictures 



   
 

   
 

▪ I want you to become VERY familiar with this letter! 

▪ It is probably the MOST IMPORTANT book of the Bible [IF THAT’S 

EVEN POSSIBLE] 

➢ So think of Romans as a Map with the city of Rome at the Center  

o In the center of the city of Rome is this beautiful city block 

▪ There is a building on each of the 4 corners that reminds us of the 4 

Sections of Romans 

▪ First, we see the Courthouse… Then we see the Powerplant… the 

Synagogue… the Church 

 

o Each of these buildings reminds us NOT ONLY that there are 4 sections to 

the letter but also of the particulars of the 4 sections 

▪ The Courthouse reminds us of the Courthouse of the Law – Ch.’s 1-5 

▪ The Powerplant reminds us of the Powerplant of Grace – Ch.’s 6-7-8 

▪ The Synagogue reminds us of The Heritage of Israel – Ch.’s 9-11 

▪ The Church reminds us of The Heritage of the Church – Ch.’s 12-16 

o Currently we are working our way through the First Section – The 

Courthouse of the Law – Ch.’s 1-5 

▪ Here, court is in session and God is the Judge, the Law is the 

Prosecution 

▪ The main theme here is Condemnation & Justification 

▪ As we’ve already seen, the whole world stands condemned under the 

Law because of sin 

 



   
 

   
 

o But God has provided the opportunity for RESCUE by sending Jesus as the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the Cross, to REDEEM us from Sin and 

the Law… The memory aid of the Courthouse REMINDS us of these things 

 

o We will see many great verses in this section, but the three that we will 

commit to memory are Romans 3:23; 5:1 and 5:8 

▪ In the courtyard of the courthouse… Romans Tree 23, 4 Olive… 

▪ Notice the protester who is demanding a Piece of Justice, 5,1 

▪ There’s a sweet elderly couple who are Demonstrating or Showing 

their love by celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Today we are continuing in this first section as Paul continues to lay out the 

legal case for the Condemnation of Man 

o In order to truly appreciate the Good News, we need to know the Bad News  

o In Chapter 3 today, Paul will begin to wrap up his explanation of the Bad 

News that we’re all condemned because of Sin and in NEED of Justification 

 

➢ The title of today’s message is : “The Verdict is In:  Guilty on All Counts!”  

o The Righteousness of God revisited 

o Every Single One Guilty 



   
 

   
 

o Justification by Faith – KEY VERSE:  3:23 

 

 

PRAY 

The Righteousness of God Revisited   -  3:1-8 

Verse 1 … 

1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?  

 

➢ This is the argument you would expect from a Jew who'd just finished 

reading Chapter 2.  

o Let’s review that chapter quickly 

 

o We talked about how the Jewish people ARE God’s chosen people, but 

what does that mean? 

▪ God meant for them to be the human people group through whom 

his promises would come 

▪ This included the sacrificial system, worship of God, the Word of God 

and ultimately the Messiah Himself 

▪ They were God’s chose instruments to bring Light, Love and Life to 

the rest of the world 

 

o However, they took their privilege and turned it into something that it 

wasn’t meant to be 

▪ They became prideful and hypocritical 



   
 

   
 

▪ They began to look down condescendingly on the Gentile nations 

rather than shining the light of God for them to see 

▪ Even more so, they began to trust in their ethnicity and human 

connections to the promise for Salvation  

▪ They thought that being Jewish and especially being circumcised, 

which connected them to Abraham physically, meant that they were 

safe from judgement 

▪ They literally thought that NO JEW would ever go to hell, regardless 

▪ Obviously that was NOT right 

 

o WE talked about how circumcision was SUPPOSED to be an outward 

symbol of what was happening inside their hearts 

▪ It was a surgical procedure that wasn’t meant to be shown or 

bragged on or even RELIED upon 

▪ It was a personal reminder, on a daily basis, whenever duty called, 

that they were God’s chosen instruments of Light, Love and Life to 

the rest of the world 

 

o Paul rattled their cage by going so far as to say that Gentiles who ACTED 

like they were circumcised were MORE JEWISH than those who were 

circumcised, but didn’t act like it 

▪ Words like that could get you killed in Jewish areas 

▪ Paul nearly WAS killed for it on MULTIPLE occasions 

 

➢ However, Paul, as a former Pharisee, anticipated every Jewish objection 

that might be raised. 



   
 

   
 

o If you were a Pharisee, or even a regular Jewish person, the inevitable 

question would spring up:   

o If being born a Jew, and being circumcised, doesn't make you right 

with God, then what benefit is there to being Jewish and following 

their legal traditions ? 

 

o Paul answered the question in Verse 2… 

 

Verse 2 … 

2 Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.  

 

➢ Paul says that they still have so much to be thankful for, as the Jewish 

People 

o Later, in Ch.’s 9-11, he will go into much greater detail 

▪ But that isn’t his purpose here in the Courthouse of the Law 

▪ He simply points out the most blaringly obvious advantage, the 

Oracles of God 

 

o The word "oracle" refers to “a divinely inspired message."  

▪ One of the GREATEST advantages of being a Jew was access to 

Scripture.   

▪ They had the glorious privilege of undertaking the marvelous task of 

writing, collecting and keeping the Words that were literally 

BREATHED OUT by God to humanity. WOW! 

▪ “16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that 



   
 

   
 

the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 

 

o Having God's Word as a national treasure was not only a wonderful 

privilege and great responsibility, but it also spared the Jews many pitfalls 

in history 

▪ For example, during the Middle Ages when the bubonic plague swept 

across Europe leaving millions dead in its wake… 

▪ … The Jews were virtually untouched by it 

▪ This was because in those days, the Gentiles, who did NOT keep the 

Jewish Laws, lived in filthy cities 

▪ Sewage was left on the streets, trash piled up and rats came in droves 

and spread the vile disease that nearly wiped humanity out! 

▪ [SOUNDS LIKE WHAT MANY CITIES TODAY ARE BECOMING ONCE AGAIN] 

▪ However, the Jewish people did not live like that because God had 

told them NOT to  

▪ They were so protected that ignorant Europeans began to BLAME the 

Jews for causing the plague and then persecuted them for it, even 

killing thousands! 

 

o In the book "None of These Diseases," Dr. S.I. McMillen describes how 

many of the OT laws helped the Jews avoid various diseases.  

➢ Thus, even though being Jewish doesn’t guarantee a person’s salvation, 

there is certainly an advantage to be gained 

Paul goes on to say… 



   
 

   
 

Verse 3-4 … 

3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 4 By no 
means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, 

  

“That you may be justified in your words, 

and prevail when you are judged.” 

  

➢ Paul anticipated another Jewish OBJECTION here...  

  

➢  The fact that the Jewish people as a nation to that point had rejected the 

gospel did not mean that God’s faithfulness to them was in vain.  

o God’s work is never futile or without effect. 

▪ What if some did not believe?’ It is nothing new  

▪ there have always been some who have rejected the revelation of 

God 

 

o That seems to be the major narrative of the Bible 

▪ God sent revelation and it was rejected from Adam to Zechariah 

▪ However, he always kept a remnant of people who WOULD believe as 

we will see in 11:5 which says, “at the present time there is a remnant, 

chosen by grace.” 

▪ … until that day when the Jewish Nations believes as the prophet 

foretold, saying, “10 “And I will pour on the house of David and on 

the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then 

they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him 



   
 

   
 

as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for 

a firstborn” Zechariah 12:10 

 

o God IS Faithfull.   

▪ In other words, “Let God be true and every man a liar.” Verse 4 

▪ Spurgeon noted, “If God says one thing, and every man in the world 

says another, God is true, and all men are false. God speaks the truth, 

and cannot lie… We are to believe God’s truth if nobody else believes 

it. The general consensus of opinion is nothing to a Christian. He 

believes God’s word, and he thinks more of that than of the universal 

opinion of men.” 

 

Verses 5-8 

5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That 
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 6 By no means! For then 
how could God judge the world? 7 But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to his glory, why 
am I still being condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come?—as some 
people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just. 

 

➢ Sometimes translating from Greek to English in a very literal manner can 

make a passage somewhat hard to understand in the English 

o You need to remember that the Koine Greek language that was used to 

pen this letter, was a VERY COMMON form of language 

▪ It was the language used on the streets 

▪ It was slang, really 

 



   
 

   
 

o Whereas, we tend to want to hear the Bible in King James with a British 

accent because it sounds so much more holy and lofty 

o Let’s read this in the NLT, which is very similar to the Koine Greek used in 

the first century… 

5 “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how 

righteous God is. Isn’t it unfair, then, for him to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of 

view.) 6 Of course not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to judge the 

world? 7 “But,” someone might still argue, “how can God condemn me as a sinner if my 

dishonesty highlights his truthfulness and brings him more glory?” 8 And some people even 

slander us by claiming that we say, “The more we sin, the better it is!” Those who say such 

things deserve to be condemned.  NLT 

 

➢ Paul brings himself down to his critics’ lower level of human philosophical 

debate, bringing up the counter-arguments that an opponent might bring, 

from a human level… 

o It goes something like this… “If my unrighteousness will demonstrate 

God’s righteousness, how can God judge me? My sin ultimately serves 

to bring Him more glory, and that’s good !” 

 

o Furthermore, they would say, “If God is in control of everything, then 

even my own evil will ultimately demonstrate God’s righteousness. 

Therefore, God is unjust if He inflicts His wrath on me, because I’m 

just a pawn in His grand plan.” 

 



   
 

   
 

o In theory, the most dramatic example of someone who might ask this 

question was Judas.  

 

▪ Can you imagine Judas making his case?  

▪ “Well, Lord, I know that I betrayed YOU, but You used it for good. In 

fact, if I hadn’t done what I did, YOU wouldn’t have gone to the cross 

at all and ALL MEN would be unredeemed!  What I did even fulfilled 

the Scriptures. How can You judge me at all?”  

▪ The answer to Judas might go like this: “Yes, God used your 

wickedness for ultimate good, but it was still your wickedness 

and YOU are responsible for it. It is no credit to you that God 

brought good out of your evil. You stand guilty before God. 

Condemned.”  

 

➢ This is that perfect balance of the Sovereignty of God and the 

Responsibility of man 

o God IS sovereign yet man IS responsible for his actions 

▪ God uses man’s faults for his own kingdom purposes 

▪ But each man is still responsible for the decisions he makes 

OTHERWISE men would just keep doing evil that good may abound 

▪ The END does NOT justify the MEANS.  

▪ IT’s like the springs on a trampoline, balanced in perfect tension 

 

o We will see this discussed in more detail in the Heritage of Israel section, 

Ch.’s 9-11   

For now, Every Man Guilty… 



   
 

   
 

 

Every Man Guilty   -  Vs 9-20 

Verse 9-18 … 

9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, 
both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: 

 

 “None is righteous, no, not one; 11  no one understands; no one seeks for God. 

12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, 

not even one.”  13  “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.”  

“The venom of asps is under their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 

15  “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16  in their paths are ruin and misery, 17  and the way of 
peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

  

➢ He began the last section by asking what benefit the Jewish People had, 

and he answered that, now he shows where they DO NOT have any benefits 

over others… When it comes to judgement and salvation! 

o NO ONE has an advantage when it comes to SIN and JUDGMENT and thus 

the need for SALVATION 

▪ All are guilty before God no matter where they come from or what 

their pedigree is 

▪ This has been Paul's point for three chapters  

▪ We need to add another verse to the familiar Sunday School song, 

Jesus loves the little children… "Red and yellow, black and white - 



   
 

   
 

we're all sinners in His sight, YET Jesus loves all the people of 

the world!."  

 

o It says in VERSE 9 they we are all “under sin.”   

▪ The phrase means "under the power, or sway, or domination of sin."  

▪ Man's problem is not so simple as we have simply sinned 

▪ No, it’s so much WORSE… it’s that we’re completely controlled by sin.  

▪ Outside of Christ SIN is mankind’s basic instinct.  

▪ Sin is Totally our MASTER… without Jesus Christ, we are SLAVES to it! 

 

➢ Paul then listed a long quote which is actually a combination of several 

passages from the OT… 

o Psalm 14 and 53 (with a little from Ecc 7:20) and Isaiah 59 

o … proving from the OT scriptures that ALL MEN HAVE SINNED.  

 

Verses 19-20… 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For by 
works of the law no human being [NO FLESH] will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin. 

 

➢ As we’ve discussed, the Jews mistakenly assumed they could be made right 

with God by keeping the Law.   

o The Law was never intended to save anyone, but to reveal sin.  

▪ As we talked about last week, proud Jews like the Scribes and 

Pharisees boasted of their great piety, but the Law shut them up!  



   
 

   
 

▪ People today make a similar mistake.  

▪ They think they can earn God's favor by observing a set of rules and 

regulations, though usually a select group of them, not all of them 

▪ This is not the case, though  

 

o The Purpose of the Law is to Reveal our Sin 

▪ It’s like the sign that says “Do Not Walk On The Grass!” 

▪ You don’t know its wrong to walk on the grass until you see the sign  

▪ It reveals to you that you’re a law breaker when you see it 

 

o Encyclopedia Illustration - When I was a kid, my dad bought a set of 

Encyclopaedia Britannica… 

▪ He made some shelves and put them on the wall in the living room 

for all to see 

▪ Every time there was a disagreement about something, all we had to 

do was to look it up in the 28 volumes of the encyclopedia 

▪ It was our version of Google and Siri 

▪ Today, Any debate that erupts between a group of friends can be 

quickly settled with a little “Hey Google” or “Hey Siri” 

▪ And this was the purpose of the Law of Moses;  

• Like the Ency. Britt. or Google or Siri, it settled ANY dispute  

• The Law was like a referee, deciding what was right and what 

was wrong 

• It showed men the error of our ways 

• NO FLESH is justified by the Law 



   
 

   
 

▪ As Pastor David Guzik stated, “the law … is intended… to silence 

every critic and to demonstrate the universal guilt of mankind – that 

all the world may become guilty before God.” 

 

➢ Ray Comfort does a good job of this, check him out on Youtube, along with 

Kirk Cameron {VIDEO???} 

Now, to the final section…  

 

Justification by Faith    -  Vs 21-31 

Verse 21-26 … 

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 

➢ These verses are the crux of this section – The Courthouse of the Law 

o I know we’ve hit this several times, but this IS the heart of this section 

 

o The Court of the Universe is in session 

▪ The Law of God is the prosecution 

▪ Jesus is your defense attorney 



   
 

   
 

▪ You, and everyone else have been found guilty of sin before God 

▪ “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 

 

o Let’s talk about that description for a minute – Romans 3:23 

▪ The Greek word for sin is “harmartia” 

▪ IT literally means to MISS THE MARK 

▪ The idea is of a target that is set up and you’re shooting at it with a 

bow and arrow and you cannot hit the mark, you MISS it completely 

▪ Worse… It’s even INTENTIONALLY missing the mark  

▪ The “mark” is God’s standard of perfection and holiness (which is 

what HE is, how Jesus lived) 

▪ We completely miss it; We Don’t even come close because we are 

BORN into sin; WE are sinners before we ever even sin! 

• WE have a sin nature that we inherited from our progenitor 

Adam 

• Then we practice sin willingly, at a very young age! 

• “Through one man sin entered the world and death through sin, 

and thus death spread to all men because all have sinned.” 

Romans 5:12 

 

o Christianity is very Unique in all the world in this declaration 

▪ All of the other religious systems of the world have a works-based 

system  

▪ They recognize good and evil (with different definitions) but they 

believe that man is essentially GOOD and sometimes does evil 

▪ They are various systems in place to BALANCE out the good and evil 

like KARMA etc 



   
 

   
 

 

o I’ve been to many countries and seen Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, 

Shintoism, and more 

▪ People are constantly burning incense, performing strange dramas, 

making sacrifices, feeding fruit to the turtles and much more 

▪ They do this out of fear of their sins outweighing their good deeds 

▪ The BIBLE says that even your GOOD DEEDs are like dirty laundry 

before God 

 

o It also says that we fall short of God’s glory, which is another way of saying 

we don’t measure up, WE FALL SHORT…   

▪ Consider this Illustration - The Hawaiian Islands are roughly 2000 

miles from CA. Yet suppose you, I, and an Olympic Champion Long 

Jumper decide to attempt to jump from CA to Honolulu. The Champ 

jumps first and soars nearly 30 feet.  You're next and you jump 10 feet 

- a respectable effort. I'm last and I clear 3 feet (bad ankle).   

▪  Well, The Champ did better than you, and you did better than me - 

but in light of the 2000 miles, none of us were even close.   

▪ WE ALL fell short 

▪ It is the same is true when it comes to God’s glory!  

▪ You’re better than me, and I might be more righteous than the next 

guy, but how do we all stack up to God?  WE FALL SHORT 

▪ We fall short because we THINK, SAY and DO things that are wrong 

ACCORDING to God, in the Bible  

▪ These things make us unrighteous, or SHORT of the standard of 

perfection which is required to be in the presence of the Holy Judge 

of the Universe 



   
 

   
 

▪ This doesn’t just mean we come in last place in the jumping contest, 

it means we are GUILTY of sin and the price is ETERNAL SEPARATION 

from God 

 

o You know what I’m gonna say next… The sin that causes us to FALL SHORT 

also SEPARATES us eternally from God RM 6:23; IS 59:2 

 

o The ONLY REMEDY for that separation, because NO ONE can jump across 

that Chasm, is the CROSS where he took our sin and offers us HIS 

righteousness. 2 COR 5:21 

• This is the definition of that theological term that keeps making 

an appearances in this courthouse – JUSTIFICATION 

• This where sinful men are DECLARED RIGHTEOUS before God 

• It’s the legal equivalent to ACQUITTAL 

• Only, in justification, it’s as if YOU NEVER SINNED 

• IT’s, Just-as-if-I-hadn’t-done it – JUSTIFICATION 

 

o WE must CHOOSE to receive this salvation through REPENTANCE, or 

TURNING from Sin and toward Christ to Receive FREELY by his GRACE the 

Justification we do not deserve! JOHN 1:12; ACTS 2:38; ACTS 16:31 

• It only comes from the cross of Christ and you can only receive 

it by FAITH 

• You can receive this Justification by faith today! 

 

➢ Verse 25 describes this process as PROPITIATION 

o This is a fancy theological term to describe this whole legal process 



   
 

   
 

 

o In the Courthouse of Eternity, God’s Courthouse, there IS a third option – 

Propitiation 

▪ The word “propitiation” means “a place of mercy” or “place of 

atonement”  

▪ If you trace the word “propitiation” back to its Hebrew origin, you’ll 

find that it referred to the “mercy seat” or the “atonement cover”  

▪ This was a golden lid that sat on top of the Ark of the Covenant.   

▪ The Ark rested in Jewish temple, in the Holy Place, and then inside 

the Holy of Holies - God’s throne on earth…  

▪ Inside the Ark was a copy of the Law.  

▪ Over the Ark was God’s glory, between the cherubim…  

▪ The picture that is painted here is, how can man come to God after 

breaking His Law? God’s glory demands judgment on sin.  

 

o Well, as Pastor Sandy Adams put it, “God put a lid on the law. A blood-

stained mercy seat became the meeting place between God and man. Our 

debt was paid. Atonement was made. At the very place that cried for 

judgment, God brought mercy.” 

▪ And today, Jesus has become our Mercy Seat, our Atoning Sacrifice   

▪ This theological term describes how the BLOOD of CHRIST fulfilled 2 

specific functions in the Eternal Courts of Heaven 

• First, in order to perform Propitiation, the blood of Christ must 

be able to Satisfy the wrath of the Righteous judge because of 

Sin 



   
 

   
 

• Second, it must be able to atone for sin by taking it away, 

turning wrath into favor, satisfying the LOVE of the Divine 

Father 

 

o You see, in OUR court system, we only have two options, GUILTY or 

INNOCENT 

▪ When there’s a problem, people are declared legally to be Guilty, and 

they must suffer the consequences  

▪ Or they are Acquitted, or declared to be innocent, and no punishment 

is given 

▪ There is no third option 

▪ If someone is punished but they are innocent or if they are NOT 

punished and they are guilty, it is a miscarriage of Justice! 

▪ But in God’s Eternal Court, there is a third option, and justice is 

carried out via a substitutionary propitiation. 

 

o It is the INNOCENT taking the place of the GUILTY, the JUST for the Unjust 

▪ The guilt of the guilty is transferred to the innocent 

▪ The innocent takes the punishment for the guilty 

▪ Kids Illustration – From spanking to wall sits and one child takes the 

place of another… “That’s what Jesus did!” and we use this every year 

at SUMMERBLAST (or when I’m giving the gospel to kids).  

 

o 4 Things that must happen for this legal recourse to occur: 

▪ 1)  There must be a guilty person (“all have sinned” – 3:23) 

▪ 2)  There must be an innocent person (Jesus – “no sin” 2 COR 5:21) 

▪ 3)  The innocent person must be WILLING (“I lay it down” John 10:18) 



   
 

   
 

▪ 4)  The guilty person must accept, or suffer the consequences 

(“received” JOHN 1:12; “repent/forgiveness of sins” ACTS 2:38; 

“believe/saved” ACTS 16:31)  

▪ When the Eternal Courts are in session, this is the PROPITIATION that 

Jesus Christ has substitutionarily accomplished for you and I! 

 

Verse 27-30 … 

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the 
law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 
30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through 
faith.  

 

➢ The self-righteous person BOASTS 

o He sees salvation as his prize.  

▪ But justification by faith nullifies ALL pride.  

▪ NO ONE can take credit BECAUSE Jesus paid it all!   

 

o All men are saved the same way: by grace through faith. 

▪ Thus, there's no more room for pride or prejudice of ANY kind 

▪ Whether it be pride of race or ethnicity… 

▪ … or pride of economic privilege… 

▪ … or pride of behavior… 

▪ All men are SAVED from sin by Grace through FAITH in Jesus.  

 

Verse 31 … 



   
 

   
 

31 Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the 
law. 

➢ Max Lucado gives us great insight on this verse. He says, "Faith causes us to 

be what the law truly wants."   

o You see, we're given this undeserved, unmerited FAVOR of God, which is 

his grace, then we’re driven by grace.  

▪ Grace fuels our engine, NOT rules, rituals or regulations.  

▪ When we understand how much God loves us, it propels us to want 

to RESPOND to him in love ourselves 

▪ It DRIVES us to want to be more and more like him every day!  Not 

because we HAVE TO, but because we WANT TO! 

▪ That’s so different! 

 

o I can testify, I've experienced far greater obedience in RESPONDING to his 

amazing Grace than by disciplining myself with Rules and Regulations. 

 

o Will power is no match for God's power. The key to abundant living by 

grace through faith Jesus! 

In  Conclusion…  

 

 

Conclusion 

➢ The Righteousness of God Revisited 



   
 

   
 

➢ Every Single One is Guilty  

➢ Justification by Faith – Propitiation  

 

 

➢ Let’s talk about Jacob in Genesis 35 – From CHEATER to WINNER!   

o He’d been a cheater all his life, even from the womb 

o But, in Genesis 32, he wrestled with God and prevailed 

o God changed his name from Cheater, to Winner – Israel 

▪ Israel means “a prince who prevails” 

▪ Here in Gen 35, as he is returning from a 20-yr absence in 

Mesopotamia with a large family 

▪ God is reminding him of his HIGH calling 

▪ With that Noble calling (as the people of God) comes great 

responsibilities 

▪ He’s a Winner now, no longer a cheater! 

▪ As in recognition of this, Jacob made a stone pillar, anointed it with 

oil, and poured a drink offering over it 

▪ This was an act of devotion and consecration 

▪ And he called the place, Bethel, or “The House of God” 

 

o The same goes for us today 

▪ In Romans 8:17, Paul says we are “fellow heirs with Christ… !” 

▪ We also have a high and noble calling 

▪ Paul challenges us to walk in a manner worthy of that calling 

▪ WE do this through devotion and consecration to our Savior 

▪ Who gave himself for us and gives his Spirit as a guarantee of his 

return to deliver us into his eternal presence 



   
 

   
 

▪ PSALM 16 

▪ Let us be reminded that we are no longer Cheaters, but Winners in 

Christ Jesus 

▪ No longer slaves to fear, but We are children of God! 

 


