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CHAPTER 2 – “NO EXCUSES.”  
 
 

   
 

Intro:      

➢ You can open your Bibles to the Book of Romans, chapter 2 

 

➢ Because this letter to the Romans was Paul’s greatest Theological work, I 

want to help YOU to gain a solid grasp on it… It can be life-changing! 

o So I am going to share with you a memory aid that will help you to 

mentally map out the letter as well as learn some of the key verses  

o With lots of help from others, I have developed some Memory Aids to help 

you to commit this Map of Romans to memory 

▪ In my own personal studies, I have learned various methods of 

memorization that have GREATLY helped me to memorize a lot of 

scripture  

▪ I have also been able to commit to memory lists of things that I can 

remember in and out of order:  6 days, 10 commandments, 

Beatitudes etc… Even the genealogy of Christ from Adam to Jesus! 

▪ I only say that to let you know that THIS WORKS 

o It begins as a crutch of sorts to help your brain to remember abstract 

words by connecting them with funny pictures that are easier to remember 

▪ If you review them regularly, eventually the funny pictures will fade as 

the memorized words become part of your permanent memory 

▪ It’s like it moves from RAM to Hard Drive, in your computer brain 

▪ That’s why I am showing you these funny pictures 



   
 

   
 

▪ I want you to become VERY familiar with this letter! 

▪ It is probably the MOST IMPORTANT book of the Bible [IF THAT’S 

EVEN POSSIBLE] 

➢ So think of Romans as a Map with the city of Rome at the Center  

o In the center of the city of Rome is this beautiful city block 

o There is a building on each of the 4 corners that reminds us of the 4 

Sections of Romans 

▪ First, we see the Courthouse 

▪ Then we see the Powerplant 

▪ Then we notice the Synagogue 

▪ Finally there is the Church 

o Each of these buildings reminds us NOT ONLY that there are 4 sections to 

the letter but also of the particulars of the 4 sections 

▪ The Courthouse reminds us of the Courthouse of the Law – Ch.’s 1-5 

▪ The Powerplant reminds us of the Powerplant of Grace – Ch.’s 6-7-8 

▪ The Synagogue reminds us of The Heritage of Israel – Ch.’s 9-11 

▪ The Church reminds us of The Heritage of the Church – Ch.’s 12-16 

o Currently we are working our way through the First Section – The 

Courthouse of the Law – Ch.’s 1-5 

▪ Here, court is in session and God is the Judge, the Law is the 

Prosecution 

▪ The main theme here is Condemnation & Justification 

▪ When we use the term LAW, what we mean is the moral code 

revealed to man by God to Moses at Mt. Sinai in the OT 

▪ As we’ve already seen, the whole world stands condemned under the 

Law because of sin 



   
 

   
 

 

o But God provided the opportunity for RESCUE by sending Jesus as the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the Cross, to REDEEM us from Sin and 

the Law 

▪ Those who choose to REPENT and TURN from sin and accept his 

Righteousness BY FAITH receive JUSTIFICATION  

▪ A legal term that means you are Declared to be Righteous in God’s 

eyes, more than acquitted… Just as if you hadn’t done it! 

▪ The memory aid of the Courthouse REMINDS us of these things 

o We will see many great verses in this section, but the three that we will 

commit to memory are Romans 3:23; 5:1 and 5:8 

▪ In the courtyard of the courthouse… Romans Tree 23, 4 Olive… 

▪ Notice the protester who is demanding a Piece of Justice, 5,1 

▪ There’s a sweet elderly couple who are Demonstrating or Showing 

their love by celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary…  

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Today we are continuing in this first section as Paul continues to lay out the 

legal case for the Condemnation of Man 

o If you were to go to a jeweler and ask to see their most precious diamonds 

▪ The jeweler, at least if he thought you had money to purchase them, 

would grab those beautiful gems from the back 



   
 

   
 

▪ But before he puts them down, he will always lay down a piece of 

black velvet 

▪ The purpose of the velvet is to make the gems stand out, to show 

their beauty 

 

o When it comes to Christian Theology, our most beautiful gem is the 

phenomenal Good News of the Grace of God… The Gospel 

▪ But before we get to the details of that beauty 

▪ We need to lay down the black velvet 

▪ That is the legal case for the indictment of the world under sin that 

Paul is laying down here in the first few chapters 

▪ It helps us to realize the dazzling beauty of The Gospel! 

 

o The title of today’s message is : “No Excuses.”  

▪ First, we will talk about hypocrisy, the practice of judging others 

when we practice the same things ourselves 

▪ Then, we will see how all men, even the Jewish people, are judged by 

the law…  

 

 

PRAY 

Hypocrisy   -  2:1-11 

Verse 1-3 … 

1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment 
on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 2 We 



   
 

   
 

know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you 
suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—
that you will escape the judgment of God?  

 

➢ As people, we tend to be able to judge the sins of OTHER people easily and 

harshly, but when it comes to our OWN sin, we judge slowly and cautiously 

o We tend to even rank our sins from bad to worse 

▪ Rape, murder and other violent sins rise to the top 

▪ Gossip, slander, lying sink to the bottom 

 

o But God, looks at sin differently 

▪ In his Sermon on the Mount that we went through last year, Jesus 

basically said that sins of the heart are EQUAL to sins of committal 

▪ This is because Anger leads to murder, Lust leads to adultery 

▪ The sins that we commit begin in the heart which makes that the 

most dangerous place! 

 

o In Chapter 1 Paul analyzed the hideous sins of the heathen Romans in great 

detail 

▪ While he did, most of us nodded in approval as Paul picked apart the 

perversity of their sexual depravity 

▪ Some of you might’ve left last week feeling smug - a bit morally 

superior, congratulating yourself for being more respectable than 

they 

 

▪ We MUST remember that WE ARE SINNERS first! 

• There’s a log in our eye, a splinter in theirs 



   
 

   
 

• Even if it’s a splinter in ours and a log in theirs 

• The same applies:  We need to help each other GET THOSE 

THINGS out of our eyes so we can walk with JESUS! 

• NOTE:  I said that backwards last week, Jesus actually 

emphasizes a LOG in our eye and a splinter in the other guy’s 

eye..   HYPOCRISY! 

 

o It’s as if Paul sensed our spiritual snobbery and in Chapters 2-3 he is 

moving from Rome to home 

▪ He showed that respectable sinners at HOME are just as culpable as 

reprobate sinners in ROME. 

▪ Paul continued to lay down the case for indictment… for EVERYONE! 

 

➢ Paul said that you are without excuse because you practice the same things 

you condemn in others… in other words, YOU’RE a sinner, too! 

o Cookies Illustration - Once, a woman was racing to catch her flight. She 

had no time for lunch, so she grabbed a pack of cookies on the way to the 

plane.  She was sitting in the aisle seat. A man was by the window. An 

empty seat was between them.  After the plane took off the woman 

reached into the empty seat and opened the package of cookies to eat one. 

To her shock the man also ate a cookie. She thought, "How dare that guy 

eat one of my cookies!”  A few minutes later she ate another cookie. The 

man also took a cookie. She took one. He took one. Finally, just one cookie 

was left. The man reached for it, broke it in two, and gave it to the lady. 

She's was furious!  As they exited the plane she was rummaging through 

her purse and found Her cookies!  The whole time she was condemning 



   
 

   
 

the man for eating her cookies when she was actually the one eating HIS 

cookies!   

▪ Paul says to the hypocrite in us all…  

▪ “who are you to judge another when you “practice the same 

things?” 

 

Verse 4-5 … 

4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing 

that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and 

impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s 

righteous judgment will be revealed. 

 

➢ Verse 4 says that, “God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance…” 

o What a great verse!  

▪ Paul said that God’s kindness causes people to turn from sin 

▪ Repentance is a word that means “To turn from” or “to do a 180” 

▪ This begins in the mind, but it leads to a change in action  

▪ And Paul says that a person is more prone to repent and turn to God 

when they discover how much He loves them! 

▪ 1 John 4:19 tells us, "We love Him, because He first loved us."  

 

➢ In verse 5, Paul described the Hardness of Hearts 

o The word translated "hardness" is the Greek word "sklerotes."  

▪ In modern medicine, they call the hardening of the arteries, 

“arteriosclerosis," or, hardening of the arteries 



   
 

   
 

▪ What happens if this is left unchecked?  A heart attack! 

▪ If we don’t soften up the hardness of our spiritual hearts toward God, 

then we will suffer a HARD attack 

▪ Soft hearts are repentant hearts are that avert his wrath and receive 

JUSTIFICATION 

▪ Hard hearts store up wrath until the day of judgement 

 

o Illustration - In the 1880s a clerk at Wells Fargo Bank figured out a way 

to steal a silver dollar each day without getting caught. He’d bring coins 

home and place them in a trunk in his attic. Each day for 30 years he put 

one more silver dollar in his trunk.  Finally, the trunk got so heavy that one 

night it broke through the boards of his ceiling and fell on the man while 

he was lying in bed asleep and it killed him instantly.   

▪ This is what Paul is saying can happen to us.  

▪ A hard heart stores up God’s wrath until one day it all comes crashing 

down on you in judgment 

▪ So SOFTEN your hearts in Repentance 

 

o This IS the key to Receiving Salvation 

▪ FIRST – We must recognize that we all think, say and do things that 

are contrary to the standards found in the scriptures… The Bible calls 

this SIN. And every person does it. RM 3:23 

▪ SECOND – We must understand that sin SEPARATES us eternally 

from God because He is HOLY, perfectly Righteous and cannot dwell 

in the presence of unholiness or unrighteousness - RM 6:23; IS 59:2 



   
 

   
 

▪ THEN – We must realize that the ONLY REMEDY for that separation 

is the CROSS where he took our sin and offers us HIS righteousness. 

COL 2:14 

▪ FINALLY - WE must CHOOSE to receive this salvation by softening 

our hearts toward REPENTANCE, or TURNING from Sin and toward 

Christ to Receive FREELY by his GRACE the Justification we do not 

deserve 

• So that the Great Judge can legally acquit us of ALL crime  

• So that He can Declare Us Righteous because of the 

righteousness we receive from JESUS 

• Then it will be “Just-as-if-I-hadn’t-done it” 

• And we become children of God!  JOHN 1:12; ACTS 2:38; ACTS 

16:31 

Verse 6-11 … 

6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing 
seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-
seeking [OR CONTENTIOUS] and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be 
wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, 
the Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does 
good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. 

 

➢ God’s judgments are based on obedience - not good intentions, and not 

favoritism.   

o There’s no PRIVILEGE of any kind 

▪ Unfortunately, the Jewish people thought that God chose them 

because they were special 



   
 

   
 

▪ Deut 7 & 9 tell us that they were chosen because of their 

stubbornness 

▪ So, in reality, they were not chosen because they were special, 

they are special because they were chosen to reveal God’s endless 

patience and glory 

▪ But they turned this into a racial prejudice that they are better than 

everyone else… This isn’t true! 

▪ God wanted them to be a witness of his Grace to the watching world 

 

o Unfortunately, the church, especially in America, especially in the so-called 

Bible Belt has made the same mistake 

▪ They began to think that they were better than other people because 

they were Christians 

▪ They began to take pride in their righteous behavior and gaze 

condescendingly on those around them who lived immorally 

▪ Forgetting that, as the church, WE are only righteous by FAITH in 

Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit…  which is available to all, not 

certain groups! 

▪ It doesn’t matter who you are, it’s what you do.  

• God will “render to each one according to his deeds...”   

• It doesn’t matter if you’re Jew or Greek, black or white 

• Those who obey God can expect glory, honor, and immortality 

• Those who disobey God can expect wrath and fury 

 

o What is the obedience?  

▪  To BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ! 

▪ And submit your life to him in obedience 



   
 

   
 

▪ In John 14:15-17 Jesus said that if we LOVE him, we will keep his 

commandments 

▪ Furthermore, he said that he will send his Spirit to help us to live in 

obedience to him 

▪ Paul added in 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 

what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 

▪ Then in 5:15 he added “he died for all, that those who live might no 

longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and 

was raised.” 

▪ We need to respond to him with obedience in our lives and leave the 

judging of others to HIM 

▪ Because “The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous 

altogether."  Psalm 19:9 

 

➢ This is how it works for all men everywhere, the same standards apply to all 

o However, in Verses 10-11 Paul said, “the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For 

God shows no partiality.” 

 

o There’s no partiality, but there is an order 

▪ Because God chose the Jewish People to be the human ancestry of 

the Messiah, Jesus…  

▪ They are first in line for the gospel (Romans 1:16)…  

▪ … and first in line for reward (Romans 2:10)…  

▪ … But they will also be first in line for judgment (Romans 2:9) 

 



   
 

   
 

And that is what the next section is all aobut…  

Law & Judgment  -  Vs 2:12-29 

Verse 12-16 … 

12 For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have 
sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are 
righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles, who 
do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even 
though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them 16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by 
Christ Jesus. 

➢ First, Paul declares that God judges based on the opportunity that people 

have had to believe in him… Whatever light they received… 

o Those who’ve had the truths of the Bible explained to them will be judged 

according to the Bible.  

 

o But those who’ve never heard God's Word won’t be held responsible for 

what they’ve lacked 

▪ The pygmy who lives deep in the rain forests of the Congo where a 

missionary has never reached him… 

▪ The Asian farm worker who spends his days in the rice patties and 

has never heard the gospel message… 

▪ Those who live and die having never heard the Word of God, will still 

die in sin and be judged by God 

▪ But it will be based on the light they received 

 



   
 

   
 

o In the previous chapter Paul talked about how God’s “invisible attributes, 

namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, 

ever since the creation of the world” Romans 1:20 

▪ WE talked about how a painting proves that there is a painter 

▪ You need only see a painting to know beyond a doubt that there is 

an intelligent painter who created the beauty of the painting 

▪ The universe we live in displays such handiwork from God from the 

beauty of the heavens to the complexity of the DNA 

▪ So that, as Paul said at the end of verse 20, “So they are without 

excuse.” 

 

o This is why some Gentiles who never heard the Jewish law were able to 

follow it as a law unto themselves… 

▪ We talked about this last week, too 

▪ The book, “Eternity in their Hearts” speaks of many people groups 

around the world that followed God’s law without ever having seen or 

read it specifically 

▪ It’s a great read.  

 

o BTW – When I was talking about how this very thing happened in a place 

called Machu Picchu last week, I accidentally said something incorrect…  

▪ It wasn’t Apollos who explained more fully the gospel to those 

disciples of John in Acts 19 as I said 

▪ It was Priscilla & Aquilla who explained the way more fully to 

Apollos in Acts 18 

▪ Then it was Paul who explained the way more accurately to those 

disciples of John in Acts 19…  



   
 

   
 

▪ Just for clarification! 😊  

 

o God is a Righteous Judge.  He judges with fairness and equity. 

▪ Remember, this first section, Ch.’s 1-5 is the Courthouse of the 

Law…  Where men are arraigned BEFORE the Judge of the Universe 

and he will judge… 

▪ Even in this world, if YOU break a law you were not aware of, are you 

still guilty? 

▪ The answer is yes.  You are still held accountable  

▪ Some men’s conscience will ACCUSE them while others will EXCUSE 

them 

▪ And whether they had a Missionary, a Pastor, a friend, or the witness 

of the Creation to present the Gospel to them, ALL Men are 

accountable for their sins 

▪ Morris said in his commentary, “People will be condemned, not 

because they have the law or do not have the law, but because they 

have sinned.”  

▪ That is the point of this first section, The Courthouse of the Law 

 

➢ On that day, according to Paul’s gospel, God will judge the secret of Men’s 

Hearts BY Jesus Christ… 

o Jesus himself said, “nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden 

that will not be known." Matthew 10:26 

▪ We cannot hide anything from God 

▪ We might be able to hide our secrets from other men, but not from 

Him 



   
 

   
 

▪ He will expose everything 

▪ Jesus himself said in the book of Revelation, “Behold, I am coming 

like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments 

on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!” Rev 16:15 

▪ I don’t know about YOU, But about the very LAST thing I want is to be 

naked and exposed! 

 

o Illustration – There once was a lady Michigan who was vacationing in 

sunny Florida. She wanted to do some nude sunbathing, accentuate her 

tan.  So she found what she thought was a secluded spot on the hotel’s 

roof where no one could see her, but within minutes the manager was 

standing beside her insisting that she put her clothes back on. She had 

actually stretched out on the dining room skylight for all to see. She was 

greatly exposed! 

▪ This illustrates a warning… 

▪ … the sins that you commit that you think are no big deal and no one 

really notices 

▪ … those sins are a big deal to God.  

▪ And if you go to court with God your life will be naked and exposed 

for all to see!   

▪ If you don’t wanna be exposed for all to see, then go to the Cross 

with all of your filthiness, repent of it, and accept the Righteousness 

of Christ BY FAITH 

Verse 17-20 … 

17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 18 and know his will and 
approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure that 



   
 

   
 

you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of 
the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—  

 

➢ As I stated previously, The Jews were God's chosen people 

o Chosen to be the human instruments through whom we would have many 

blessings 

▪ The written Word of God; The 10 Commandments 

▪ The practice of sacrifice and worship of God 

▪ Great leaders of men like Moses, Joshua, and David  

▪ And, most of all, the human ancestry of the Messiah, Jesus! 

 

o They had a proud heritage indeed 

▪ However, they let their heritage go to their head.  

▪ Not only did it become a source of PRIDE rather than HUMILITY… 

▪ … they also assumed because they were Jews, they were exempt from 

God's judgment.   

▪ The Midrash, or a very old Jewish commentary on the scriptures, said, 

"God swore to Abraham that no one who was circumcised should be 

sent to Hell."   

▪ Paul was making the legal case that even Jews who do not follow 

God’s law are condemned as Sinners, like everyone else 

▪ And guess what… NO ONE can follow the law… That’s the point! 

▪ It’s meant to reveal our sin and DRIVE us to the Cross! 

 

o The Jews overlooked the concept that, “With great privilege, comes great 

Responsibility!” 

▪ Rather than be exempt from Judgment… 



   
 

   
 

▪ … The Jews who received such blessings would actually have a more 

strict judgment 

▪ And they’re at the front of the line, too! 

 

➢ Paul continued to innumerate their advantages in verse 18… 

o He said that they were instructors of the Law 

▪ The Hebrews were the caretakers of the Scriptures.   

▪ They wrote the Bible (almost entirely, OT & NT) 

▪ They read the Bible - they copied the Bible - they studied the Bible - 

they even taught the Bible... they just failed to obey Bible!  

▪ The word for instructed is the Greek word “katecheo” from which we 

get our English word “catechism.”  

• It means "teach by repetition.”  

• Scripture was drilled into their heads, but it never penetrated 

their hearts.   

▪ Jewish synagogues were full of the same type of folks who sit in 

churches today.  

▪ People that miss the message of salvation by a mere 18 inches… The 

distance between the head and the heart 

 

o Let’s make sure that we don’t repeat their mistakes! 

▪ Peter said, “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain 

to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him…” 2 Peter 1:3 

 

▪ Paul said “We also thank God constantly for this, that when you 

received the Word of God, you accepted it not as the word of men, 



   
 

   
 

but as what it really is, the Word of God, which is at work in you 

believers.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

▪ And finally, “16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 

work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Verse 21-24 … 

21 you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do 
you steal? 22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You 
who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking 
the law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because 
of you.” 

➢ The Jews weren't obeying God’s Law - certainly not its intent - but they eased 

their conscience by teaching it 

o It’s often been said that, "Those who can, do. Those who can't, teach.”  

The Jews were zealous teachers, but horrible at doing 

 

o Much of the rabbinic Judaism of Paul’s day interpreted the law so that they 

thought they were completely justified by the law.  

▪ They performed their acts of righteousness for all to see 

▪ They actually blew a trumpet when doing good deeds so that 

everyone might see and praise them as Holy 

▪ Jesus exposed the error of such interpretations in the Sermon on the 

Mount in Matthew 5-6-7 

• He said that if you’ve hated your brother it’s like murder 



   
 

   
 

• … if you’ve lusted after someone it’s like committing adultery 

• He said to love your enemies and pray for those who hate you 

  

o Jesus was pointing out that God applies His law to both our actions and 

our attitudes, not just one or the other 

 

➢ Paul reminded the Jew that God said in the Old Testament that the failure 

of the Jew to obey the law causes Gentiles to blaspheme God. 

o He quotes Isaiah 52:5 where the Gentles blasphemed God because of 

Jewish behavior 

▪ As I said previously, God intended for Jews to be a light to Gentiles,  

▪ … instead Jewish hypocrisy became a hindrance to them 

 

o Likewise, hypocrisy in the church today has caused unbelievers to avoid the 

church  

▪ You invite someone to church and they say, “I ain’t going in there; 

they’re all hypocrites!” 

▪ However, You could reply, “Come on then, you’ll fit right in!” 

▪ Because we’re all hypocrites to a degree 

▪ However, if we are endeavoring the speak the truth in love, and walk 

in obedience to our Master, in response to his love rather than Rules, 

Rituals, and Regulations…   

▪ The world will take notice 

▪ It was Brennan Manning (April 27, 1934 – April 12, 2013) who said, “The 

greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians who 

acknowledge Jesus with their lips, walk out the door, and deny Him 



   
 

   
 

by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving world simply finds 

unbelievable.” 

 

o Let’s not be that kind of church 

Verse 25 … 

25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your 
circumcision becomes uncircumcision.  

 

➢ Here’s another Jewish assumption - circumcision alone made a man right with 

God.  

o You’ll recall from our study in Joshua 5 what the deal was with 

circumcision 

▪ It was a surgical procedure performed on the males that was a 

personal sign that they are God’s chosen  

▪ It wasn’t something to brag about, but something to be reminded of 

each day when duty called 

 

o And, once again, they lost the meaning of this rite 

▪ They had concluded that if they were circumcised, they were 

descendants of this promise from God and thus THEY WERE SAFE 

from judgment, regardless of their actions… 

▪ Trypho, a first century Jewish wrote, "They who are the seed of 

Abraham according to the flesh shall in any case, even if they be 

sinners and unbelieving and disobedient towards God, share in the 

eternal Kingdom."  



   
 

   
 

▪ A Jewish scholar wrote, "Our Rabbis have said that no circumcised 

man will see Hell."  

▪ Needless to say, The Jews felt safe, and spiritually secure, because 

they practiced circumcision, which proved they were descendants of 

Abraham 

➢  Yet Paul was reminding them that circumcision is just a symbol.  

o What matters to God is what’s happening in the heart.  

▪ If you’re a lawbreaker at heart; then circumcision is worthless.   

▪ Circumcision was to be a reminder NOT to break the law, NOT 

something that give you an excuse TO BREAK the law 

 

o Unfortunately, there are Christians who make the same mistake.  

▪ They substitute symbol for substance, replica for reality.  

▪ They think that Christianity is about Rules, Rituals & Regulations 

▪ People think that if they've been baptized, or take communion, or 

worship on a certain day, or join a specific church they are ritually 

acceptable to God.   

▪ Religious Form never replaces faith!  

 

o That’s what happened to the Pharisees whom Jesus called “Whitewashed 

Tombs” because they were clean on the outside but filthy on the inside! 

 

 But faith can override the lack of form – look at Verse 26-29… 

 

26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision 
be regarded as circumcision? 27 Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will 



   
 

   
 

condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 28 For no one is a 
Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But a Jew is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is 
not from man but from God. 

 

 

➢ To a Jew this was like a ton of bricks falling on their head! 

o Paul rattled them, big time with this statement… Radically challenging their 

longstanding traditions! 

▪ They had put all of their confidence in the circumcision of the flesh 

▪ Paul was telling them that the true family of God was comprised of 

the humble and circumcised of heart.   

▪ In Deuteronomy 30:6 God made a promise to Israel, "The LORD your 

God will circumcise your heart... to love the LORD... with all your heart 

and with all your soul, that you may live.”  

 

o Physical circumcision was merely the symbol of a deeper cut - the removal 

of the flesh…  

▪ Circumcision (or any other NT rite like baptism) is like a label on a 

can… If it doesn’t match what’s inside, it’s pointless! 

  

▪ A genuine child of God - a person Paul would call a true Jew - has 

experienced spiritual surgery.  

• He’s been born again!   

• The Holy Spirit has replaced his callous heart with a caring 

heart.  

• Love has replaced lust.  



   
 

   
 

• Because Being a Christian is not the work of a scalpel, but the 

work of the Spirit. 

Conclusion 

➢ Hypocrisy 

➢ Law & Judgment 

 

➢ Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector  

o READ LK 18:10-14 – Summary of this whole chapter! 

o One man though very highly of himself 

 

o The other recognized his own filthiness before God and pled for mercy! 

 

o Don’t forget, on the one hand, God is the Righteous Judge who will judge 

the world of men for their sinfulness 

 

o However, on the other hand, he is a Loving Father who sent his Son Jesus 

to RESCUE us from being stranded in our sin 

▪ If you take your filthiness to the cross and PLEA for mercy 

▪ Your pleas will NOT fall on deaf ears! 

▪ You can stand confidently ROBED in the Righteousness of Christ 

▪ Because God’s love RESCUES you from Sin and separation from God 

▪ His love never fails, never gives up, never runs out on you 

▪ On and on and on and on it goes… 


