
Highlights from the Historical Books 
ROMANS – FALL 2019 

CHAPTER 1 – “THE RIGHTEOUS. SHALL LIVE. BY FAITH.”  
 
 

   
 

Intro:      

➢ You can open your Bibles to the Book of Romans, chapter 1 

o Last week we picked up with Paul on his 3rd Missionary Journey 

o He was forced to Winter in Corinth but God used that dark, cold winter of 

AD 57/58 to inspire him to write his greatest work, the theological treatise 

to the Roman church 

➢ Paul had wanted to visit Rome.  

o He no doubt realized the city’s strategic importance and he’d heard 

glowing reports of a growing church at the heart of the empire.   

o As Paul was spending the winter in Corinth, he heard that a friend, Phoebe, 

from the neighboring village of Cenchrea, was headed for Rome.  

o He asked Phoebe to deliver a letter for him...   

o Paul was headed to Jerusalem to deliver the gift he’d collected from many 

Gentile churches for the poor church in Jerusalem 

o Considering his constant threat of death and/or imprisonment, this letter to 

the Romans might of been his last opportunity to expound on the truths 

God gave him, in his mind 

o It was the skeptic, Renan, who commented, "When Phoebe sailed from the 

port of Corinth, she carried beneath the folds of her robe the whole future 

of Christian theology."  



   
 

   
 

o And how right he was! What Paul wrote that winter was not his final letter 

but rather his finest letter, his Magnum Opus, his most profound 

Theological Masterpiece, The Epistle to the Romans 

➢ Almost every Bible doctrine finds its best defense and fullest explanation in 

Paul’s letter to the Romans.   

o Throughout the ages, this one book has single-handedly sparked revivals, 

incited revolutions, altered the history of nations, and transformed billions 

of lives.   

o As we talked about last week, some of the men of the church that have had 

the greatest effect on the world received their start from the contents of 

this letter 

o From John Chrysostom to Saint Augustine to Martin Luther to John and 

Charles Wesley to Chuck Smith to you and I… 

o Pastor Donald Grey Barnhouse said the Bible of any believer should be so 

worn that it automatically opens to the book of Romans ! RIGHT! 

➢ And so I want to help YOU to gain a solid grasp on the letter to the Romans 

o So I am going to teach you a great outline of the book along with the key 

verses for each section 

o I have some Memory Aids to help you to commit it to memory 

▪ The outline is from Jon Courson from his study in Romans in the 90’s 

▪ I heard it 25 years ago and began to commit it memory 

▪ I developed some memory aids along the way 

▪ P Tucker has helped take my hand-drawn stick figures and turn them 

into modern computer clip-art! 

o Run through the outline…  



   
 

   
 

➢ The title of today’s message in Ch. 1 is : “The Righteous. Shall Live. By 

Faith.”  

 

o Verses 1-7 were covered last week in the Introduction  

o In verses 8-15 we will see Paul’s love for the Roman church, his prayers and 

his desire to be of mutual spiritual benefit  

o In verses 16-17 we will talk about the overall theme of the letter, “The 

Righteous Shall Live By Faith” 

o Finally, in verses 18-32 we will see why we need righteousness by faith, 

namely, the wretched sinful state of fallen mankind that brings the mighty 

Wrath of God 

 

 

 

PRAY 

Mutual Spiritual Benefit   -  Vs 8-15 

➢ The Book of Romans has life changing truth and we are asking God to use it 

to transform US as individuals, as families, and as a church 

o However, it can be a somewhat difficult text to grasp as well 

▪ Those who approach it must do so knowing that it will require effort, 

determination and much spiritual insight to understand what the 

Holy Spirit said through the Apostle Paul in this deeply theological 

letter 

▪ But the rewards are vast for the diligent seeker! 



   
 

   
 

o Today, we continue with the remainder of Ch. 1 

Verse 1 … 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all 
the world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that 
without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I 
may now at last succeed in coming to you.  

 

o  

 

➢ Paul was thankful for the good reputation of the church in Rome, at least in 

part for its very strategic location 

o Because of where Rome was situated, this church had a special visibility and 

opportunity to glorify Jesus throughout the Empire 

▪ A strong church in that city could produce disciples who then 

travelled to all the world! 

▪ It was indeed a strategic location for a spiritually strong church 

 

o Apparently is WAS a vibrant church 

▪ Paul said that its reputation had spread around the Roman world 

▪ Paul did not establish this church 

• It is actually unclear how it got established 

• Some believe it was established by Peter or John Mark or simply 

by folks who became believers while travelling around and then 

brought the gospel back to Rome with them [ACTS 2:10] 

▪ Either way, even though Paul was not one to build on another man’s 

foundation, but was a pioneer where the gospel was unheard of… 



   
 

   
 

▪ … he definitely wanted greatly for the church in Rome to prosper. 

 

➢ Thus, it would make sense that this was a place that Paul prayed fervently 

for 

o At the beginning of most of his letters he spoke of this fervency in prayer 

for those to whom he was writing 

▪ Paul ministered to a lot of congregations and thus he had a lot to 

pray for  

▪ C. H. Spurgeon said, “No wonder that they prospered so well when 

Paul always made mention of them in his prayers. Some churches 

would prosper better if some of you remembered them more in 

prayer.” (Spurgeon)” 

 

o This church prospered under Paul’s prayers! 

▪ It wasn’t known for its great size or for a magnificent building 

▪ No, this church was known for its FAITH! 

▪ Oh, that we’d be known by others as a church with Great Faith!  

 

o It is our prayer here at CE that this church would prosper, under YOUR 

prayers! 

▪ We are also at a great, strategic crossroad in this day 

▪ Right here at the intersection of Interstate 5 and Hwy 2, many 

thousands of folks travel by here every single work day 

▪ Please continue to lift up this church in your prayers that we would be 

a strong, vibrant church in OUR CITY, full of faith! 

• That we would teach the word of God faithfully 



   
 

   
 

• That we would raise up strong, Biblically-literate disciples of 

Christ 

• That we would display the love of Christ to the lost world 

around us 

• Please PRAY regularly for us and our calling here in Everett! 

▪ James 5:16 says, “the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 

effective.” 

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that 
is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not 
want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have 
been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of 
the Gentiles. 14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to 
the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  

 

➢ Last week we talked about how desperately Paul desired to go to Rome  

o Folks usually flocked to Rome for amusement.  

▪ Rome had a world-renowned Forum, chariot races at the Circus 

Maximus, and ultimately the gladiatorial events at the great 

Coliseum.  

▪ All events that attracted great crowds from around the Empire 

 

o However, in the heart of this vast city, beneath the glamor and appeal, was 

a small group of people - precious in the sight of God, who loved Jesus, 

followed him humbly 

▪ …  some of which would end up being killed for their faith in those 

very arenas.  



   
 

   
 

▪ Paul desired to visit Rome, not to see their version of an NFL football 

game or UFC match, but so that he could build up these believers - to 

give to them spiritually, and to receive from them 

 

o He said that he desired mutual edification 

▪ He wanted to bless them  

▪ And he wanted to be blessed BY THEM 

▪ Imagine that, the great Apostle Paul, greatest Christian missionary 

ever, declaring that these lay people would BLESS him. Wow. 

 

o In verse 13 he says that he had intended to come but thus far had been 

prevented 

▪ Currently, he was “stuck in Corinth” 

▪ But we talked last week about how you’re never really stuck, but 

you’re right where God wants you to be until you learn or do the 

things he has for you to do or learn 

▪ We talked last week about how God used this great desire to visit 

Rome to cause Paul to pour out his heart on the parchment of this 

letter while “stuck” in Corinth 

▪ Had he visited Rome, the world would not have been affected so 

much as it has from this letter 

 

➢ Speaking of mutual blessing, we have a group of men that meets here on 

Monday nights 

o We are going through some discipleship materials to build us up as leaders 

that WE MIGHT be better equipped to disciple some of YOU 



   
 

   
 

▪ We just started this after our September month of Prayer / Fasting  

▪ We’re quickly growing into a band of bothers  

▪ When we get together, it’s definitely for mutual benefit as each of us 

is being blessed when we’re there 

 

o But this week was especially a blessing 

▪ We only meet for one hour and as I was attempting to close the 

meeting on time… 

▪ … one of the guys said, “I just feel the Lord is calling us to pray for the 

anointing of his Spirit” 

▪ We had been talking about “Not by might, nor by power, but by the 

Spirit of the Lord” 

▪ So we started to pray for that and the next thing I knew the guys 

were all on their knees crying out to God for his mercy and his Spirit! 

▪ It was a moving prayer time and I was super blessed to see that. It 

was great. 

▪ Definitely MUTUAL EDIFICATION 

 

o I think Paul was thinking about having such an experience with the Roman 

believers 

Let’s move on to the next section…  

The Righteous  -  Vs 16-17 

Verse 16 … 



   
 

   
 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  

 

➢ In Paul’s world, it wasn’t glamorous at all to be a pastor 

o The main benefits of being in the ministry were hardship and persecution 

 

o Christianity was looked down upon as a religious cult with little value, as is 

increasingly true today 

▪ It wasn’t at all noble to have a leader who was crucified especially a 

Jewish one 

▪ So some people were not apt to freely admit their faith in front of 

others 

▪ Not so with Paul, of course, he was NOT ashamed at all 

 

o There’s a movement in the Christian Hip Pop culture today that uses this 

verse to show that they are unashamed of the gospel 

▪ You may’ve heard of LaCrae, Andy Mineo and Trip Lee 

▪ Their label is 116  

▪ It’s a really good thing for young people in this generation! 

 

➢ Let’s talk about something that most of us are definitely NOT at ALL 

embarrassed about 

o Do we have any Seahawks fans here? 

▪ Isn’t it SO FUN to watch the game with friends and hoot and holler 

for the Hawks when they score?  Especially when they win! 

▪ Has anyone ever been to a game down at The Clink? 



   
 

   
 

▪ That is such a blast!  Yelling at the top of your lungs with the raucous 

crowd!  Fantastic! 

▪ I had the privilege of going to a game way back in the first Superbowl 

year with Matt H and Sean Alexander. 

• It was loud back then! 

• But it’s even louder now with the 12th Man and all 

 

o How about when the Hawks won Superbowl 48 by beating Peyton 

Manning and the Broncos 43 to 8? 

▪ Was that wild or what?  Do you remember where you were? 

▪ If you’re not just a FAN but a true FANATIC, you were at a place with 

lots of friends and you screamed until your voice went out 

▪ I was at a house full of people, many of you were there, and I 

remember when it was 22-0 at halftime… 

▪ … and when halftime was almost over, I had been over by the kitchen  

getting a refill on my coke  

▪ As I was filling my red solo cup, I heard the kickoff for the 3rd Quarter 

and people screaming 

▪ I carefully ran back into the living room just in time to see Percy 

Harvin running the kickoff all the way back for a touchdown 

 

o One of the guys, John, literally turned and picked me up (big guy) and we 

screamed together as my freshly filled coke went flying onto the light-

colored carpets! 

▪ But, guess what?  Our host didn’t even care because now it was 29 to 

nothing HAWKS.  WOOOOOOT!!! 

▪ There’s literally nothing like it! So much fun and camaraderie! 



   
 

   
 

 

o I’d love for us to experience that same sort of excitement about the Lord, in 

our lives and even in church! 

▪ Feel free to say “Yes and Amen!” 

▪ Feel free to hoot and holler and be excited! 

▪ I wouldn’t care if you painted your faces and guys showed up on the 

front row with J-E-S-U-S on your shirts!   

▪ Let’s get excited about Jesus and the Good News… 

▪ Let’s experience MUTUAL edification and encouragement IN THE 

LORD!  YES! 

▪ AMEN! WoOOOOOOOOT! Let’s Go!   

➢ Why ought we to be excited about this gospel message?  Because it is the 

POWER of God for salvation for every man, woman and child who believes! 

o This is why Paul is not ashamed of a gospel centered on a crucified Savior.  

 

o He knows that the gospel – the good news of Jesus Christ – has inherent 

power.  

▪ One thing that Rome boasted of the most was it’s great power 

▪ Despite all their power, however, they – like all men – were powerless 

to make themselves righteous before God.  

▪ The ancient philosopher Seneca called Rome “a cesspool of iniquity” 

and the ancient writer Juvenal called it a “filthy sewer into which the 

dregs of the empire flood.” 

 

o Philosophers of Rome knew that man was sick and needed help.  

▪ Epictetus called his lecture room “the hospital for the sick soul.”  



   
 

   
 

▪ Epicurus called his teaching “the medicine of salvation.”  

▪ Seneca said that because men were so conscious of “their weakness 

and their inefficiency in necessary things” that all men were looking 

“towards salvation.” 

 

o Yet they had no answer to these ills of mankind – the answer came in the 

life, death and resurrection of a Jewish rabbi named Jesus! His message is 

dynamite power! 

▪ It is SO POWERFUL that brings salvation for ALL men, Jew and gentile 

alike under the same banner of the Cross 

▪ This is because ALL MEN think, say and do things that are contrary to 

the standards found in the scriptures… The Bible calls this SIN. And 

every person does it. RM 3:23 

▪ That sin SEPARATES ALL MEN eternally from God RM 6:23; IS 59:2 

▪ The ONLY REMEDY for that separation is the CROSS where JESUS 

CHRIST took our sin upon himself and offers us HIS righteousness as 

a FREE GIFT 

• This is the Gospel Message that Paul isn’t ashamed of 

• This is the definition of a theological term that is going to make 

a lot of appearances in this study – JUSTIFICATION 

• This where sinful men are DECLARED RIGHTEOUS before God 

• It’s the legal equivalent to ACQUITTAL 

• Only, in justification, it’s as if YOU NEVER SINNED 

• IT’s, Just-as-if-I-hadn’t-done it – JUSTIFICATION 

• It only comes from the cross of Christ 

 



   
 

   
 

▪ You must CHOOSE to receive this justification in order to receive 

salvation and you can do this right now, today! JOHN 1:12; ACTS 2:38; 

ACTS 16:31 

• Anyone who believes this gospel message WILL be saved from 

sin and eternal separation from God… Jew, Gentile, Slave, Free, 

Rich, Poor, black, white… 

• … we’re all in the same boat here. Sinners in need of salvation 

• The power of the gospel BRINGS salvation! 

Verse 17 … 

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” 

➢ This verse is the Thesis Statement for this letter 

o AS most of you know I am working through my Masters of Divinity program 

currently through Liberty University 

▪ I just started in August and I have already written many papers some 

of them 12 to 17 pages 

▪ One of the most important statements in those long papers, however, 

is the Thesis Statement 

▪ It is the sentence, given towards the beginning of each paper, that 

describes the purpose of the paper and sums up everything that the 

reader is about to read 

 

o This verse accomplishes this for the letter to the Romans 

▪ The rest of the letter is going to be telling us how we are condemned 

under sin and how to become righteous through faith in Jesus Christ 

▪ The righteousness is NOT earned or GAINED in any way 



   
 

   
 

▪ It is REVEALED in Jesus Christ and HE is the ONLY way to obtain it 

▪ This is the Grace of God “The Righteous shall live by faith!” 

 

➢ This is a quote of Habakkuk 2:4 “The righteous shall live by faith” 

▪ It appears 3 times in the NT each with a different emphasis 

• In Romans 1:17 the focus is on… “The Righteous…  

• In Galatians 3:11 … the focus is on … shall live… 

• In Hebrews 10:38 … the focus is on… by faith.” 

▪ This phrase could also be translated as “He who through faith is 

righteous shall live.” 

 

o The three elements are the faith, the righteousness that comes by faith, and 

then the life that is lived as a result 

▪ Speaking of RIGHTEOUSNESS, William Barclay says that the 

meaning of this ancient Greek word is “God justifies a sinner, it does 

not mean that he finds reasons to prove that he was right – far from 

it. It does not even mean, at this point, that he makes the sinner a 

good man. It means that God treats the sinner as if he had not been a 

sinner at all.” 

▪ You remember the common theme of those men from the past 

(Augustine, Luther, Wesley etc)?  It was that they felt great conviction 

of their own UNRIGHTEOUSNESS and SIN with no way out of it 

▪ They felt CONDEMNED 

▪ When they understood this idea of righteousness being a gift 

through Jesus Christ, underserved and unmerited, that RADICALLY 

changed them! 



   
 

   
 

▪ They recognized what Biblical justification is –To be declared by God 

to be righteous It’s just as if I didn’t do it!   

▪ They realized that WE SINNERS are DECLARED RIGHTEOUS before 

God by his unmerited Grace! 

 

o And so, it can be emphatically stated: 

▪ … that Those who are righteous, are righteous NOT because of 

ANYTHING they’ve done… 

▪ … but because they’ve received the COMPLETE righteousness of 

Christ BY FAITH alone, NOT by any merit.  

▪ More simply put, the RIGHTEOUS shall live by faith.  

And now, Paul is going to further declare the reasons WHY we need the gift of 

righteousness by faith… Human Sinfulness…  

 

The Wrath of God   -  Vs 18-32 

➢ Beginning in Chapter 3, we will see how Paul explained the Gospel and 

Justification in greater detail, but first, his strategy here was to convince us 

of our need for it 

o It’s been said, “Before the Good News can be received, the bad news has to 

be believed.”  

▪ We don't sense our need for a Savior, until we first recognize our sin.   

▪ And in the last half of Chapter 1 Paul dissected the downward spiral 

of Roman culture into that cesspool of sin 



   
 

   
 

▪ This is where he laid down the solid legal case for the indictment of 

the whole world under sin 

▪ But he started with Rome 

 

o He discussed the stages of their moral and spiritual degradation 

▪ First, in Verses 18-23 Paul showed how the world system had 

suppressed the truth of God in unrighteousness 

▪ Then, in Verses 24-32, he described how God gave them up to live by 

their False Truths 

▪ And it is phenomenal how relevant this is to our culture 2,000 years 

later 

➢ Here’s how it happened in Rome  

o They had lost respect for human life.  

▪ Babies were viewed as an inconvenience and left at the market to be 

sold as slaves...  

▪ Marital faithfulness became unheard 

▪ The wife of Cesar Claudius, the Empress Agrippina, would leave her 

palace at night and work in the brothels simply to satisfy her lusts 

▪ Fourteen of the first fifteen emperors became so bored with their 

natural appetite for women that they sought perverse pleasure in 

sexual acts with other men 

 

o The Romans, very much like our culture today, completely legitimized 

homosexuality, even with young boys 

▪ It was considered completely normal for a stately Roman male to 

have a woman, a man, and even a small boy as a sexual slave 



   
 

   
 

▪ The boys were called catamites 

▪ Needless to say, Rome was completely perverted 

▪ People today think they are experiencing something new, but it’s not 

new, it’s just coming back again 

 

o You've heard of skid row; well this was skid Rome.  

▪ As we read through these verses, think of how this sinfulness is the 

REASON that man needs justification and salvation, because he is 

condemned under sin 

▪ As John Pollock concludes in his book, The Apostle, concerning Paul 

he stated, “His burden as a missionary stems not only from delight in 

displaying the excellencies of Christ, but from a crystal-clear, 

terrifying awareness that judgment will come on all men because all 

have sinned.” 

 

Verse 18-23 … 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they 
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. 

 

➢ Men are condemned as Sinners before a holy god 

o In Verse 17 Paul revealed that righteousness comes from God by faith 



   
 

   
 

▪ Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica that “God has not destined 

us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ…” 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 

▪ This what God wants, he is not willing than ANY should perish, but 

that ALL should come to repentance! 

 

o However, if people reject God’s righteousness, then they fall under his 

mighty Wrath, instead, which he pours out on all sin 

▪ Verse 18 shows that God’s wrath is poured out on all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men 

▪ As you can see from these verses, men are depraved and without 

excuse 

▪ Men had spiraled into a sewage of sin and we stand CONDEMNED 

▪ This is WHY we need Salvation! 

 

o But how did this happen?   

▪ First, Men SUPPRESSED THE TRUTH in unrighteousness 

▪ Then, God GAVE THEM UP…  

 

➢ Suppressing the Truth 

o God revealed himself to the world he Created 

▪ Even those who have never heard the gospel message or had the 

opportunity to read the Bible are without excuse 

▪ God has revealed himself, his purposes and his ways even in the 

natural world that he created 



   
 

   
 

▪ David declared boldly in Psalm 19 that “1 The heavens declare the 

glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. 2  Day unto 

day utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There is 

no speech nor language Where their voice is not heard. 4 Their line 

has gone out through all the earth, And their words to the end of the 

world.” 19:1-4 

▪ Ecclesiastes 3:9 says it well, God "has put eternity in their hearts..." 

and there have been cultures all around the world that have 

worshipped God correctly WITHOUT the witness of the Bible or a 

missionary 

▪ Read “Eternity in their Hearts” by Don Richardson 

 

o Hellen Keller Illustration - A childhood disease left Helen Keller without 

sight, hearing, and speech. As a young girl she was taught tirelessly by her 

dedicated teacher, Anne Sullivan.  Anne taught Helen brail and eventually 

how to talk and even how to WRITE BOOKS!  When Anne first told her 

about God, the young girl told her teacher that in her dark years without 

sight or sound God was there; she already knew God, she just didn't 

know His name! 

 

o There isn’t enough time to go into all of the evidence in the natural world 

that DEMANDS the verdict that it was designed and created by an 

immensely intelligent CREATOR. 

▪ For that, study on your own things like Josh McDowell’s “Evidence 

that Demands A Verdict” 

▪ Or Lee Strobel’s “The Case for Christ” 

▪ Or  Charlie Campbell’s “1 Minute Answers for Skeptics” 



   
 

   
 

▪ Or “The Answers Books” by Ken Ham on the most asked questions in 

Genesis 

 

o Yet, even with all of this evidence, men throughout history have rejected 

the witness of God’s great creation and worshipped the creation rather 

than the Creator 

 

o Furthermore, Paul says that they’ve SUPPRESSED the truth 

▪ David Guzik says, “Every truth revealed to man by God has been 

fought against, disregarded, and deliberately obscured.” 

▪ This means that they KNOW what they’re doing is wrong 

▪ And they do it anyway, making excuses, and developing lies to suit 

their own pleasures 

▪ People know they are doing wrong, they just won’t admit it 

▪ Do you really think that when an abortion doctor goes in and kills an 

unborn child by ripping it limb from limb and sucking its brain out 

and crushing its skull that he doesn’t KNOW that what he’s doing is 

wrong? 

▪ Of course he does… but if he admits it, then he has to quit! 

▪ Supppression of the truth in unrighteousness so that they are not 

accountable to God 

▪ NEWSFLASH – Still accountable.  

 

o Professing to be Wise, they have become FOOls 

▪ Foolish because they REJECT the Biblical truth, the truth of God in 

exchange for the Devil’s lies 



   
 

   
 

▪ They suppress the truth and do what they can to PREVENT others 

from believing it 

▪ And furthermore, they Advocate and Advance FALSE narratives that 

they KNOW are not true [LIKE THE FOOLISHNESS OF EVOLUTION and SOME 

OF THE POLITICS GOING ON RIGHT NOW] 

▪ Unfortunately, this is only going to get WORSE and WORSE as we 

steadily approach the Final Days where ultimately Satan’s Man will 

FOOL nearly the Whole World into following Him and his false 

narrative!!!! 

▪ … until ALL of their FOOLISH HEARTS become darkened with the 

poisonous LIES of the Devil, the FATHER of LIES 

 

o Today, homosexuality is no longer labeled a sin, it’s a protected minority 

▪ Animals have more rights than some humans 

▪ Gender is an assignment based on how people feel rather than 

biology 

▪ A family of a father and a mother is no longer the optimum 

environment for raising kids, any configuration will do…   

▪ Abortion isn't murder, its a woman's right to choose…  

▪ When pleasing and honoring the creature becomes more important 

than obeying the Creator; then truly the patients have taken over 

the asylum!   

 

And so, God GAVE THE UP to their Depravity… 

Verse 24-32 … 



   
 

   
 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged 
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. 

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to 
do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 
to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God’s righteous 
decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them. 

➢ In His righteous wrath and judgment, God gives man up to follow the sin of 

his evil heart, allowing us to experience the self-destructive results of sin.  

o This phrase, God Gave Them UP is so important Paul repeats it three times 

in this passage 

▪ It means that he stops working to convict them and just lets them go 

in their sin 

▪ You ever try and try to help someone but they just don’t listen?  Then 

you just let them go 

▪ That’s what hes’ doing 

• When you stop listening to the Holy Spirit’s conviction, you 

stop Hearing it at all 

• Eventually, you are given over to your sin  

 

o Having worshipped animals, men began to behave like animals.  

▪ Over time a person grows to resemble whatever it is they worship.   



   
 

   
 

▪ After teaching kids for generations now that they’ve ascended from 

apes, why are we surprised when they monkey around?  

▪ Teach a child that he is nothing but an animal and he'll begin to act 

like an animal, following animalistic instincts 

▪ How can we expect a kid to develop spiritual appetites and moral 

standards if we tell them that all they are only the fortuitous results of 

random process in the evolution of animals to humanity? 

▪ Today’s moral relativism doesn’t give folks a reason why one human 

whim is any more right or wrong than another 

 

o This is no better displayed of this than in the sexual pursuits of sinful men  

▪ Like animals, People are driven by their lusts to dishonor their bodies 

in depraved ways  

▪ Paul said that when you sin sexually, you are sinning against your 

own body 

▪ “18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as 

this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body. 

19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 

who lives in you and was given to you by God?” 1 Cor 6:18-19 NLT 

 

o But, here in Romans 1, Paul describes how they didn’t listen… Remember, 

he was in CORINTH when he wrote this, surrounded by this rampant 

Roman immorality: 

▪ Women gave up natural relations with men for those that are 

unnatural 

▪ Men committed shameful acts with other men 

▪ They lost any concept of the sanctity of human sexuality 



   
 

   
 

▪ So God gave them up to a depraved, debased mind to do what ought 

NOT to be done, in all manner of unrighteousness 

 

➢ So, Am I saying that those who practice the LGBTQ lifestyle and those who 

approve of their activities are of a depraved mind? 

o No, I am not. 

▪ God is. The Bible does. 

▪ The argument is NOT with ME> IT’s with God.  

▪ He is the one who declared this to be so. And it is so.  

 

o  The primary indicator One that Paul gives that a society is on the verge of 

collapse… that God has given a people over to sin..  is the cultural 

acceptance and legitimization of homosexuality 

▪ America isn’t the first society to attempt to force these practices on 

their citizens 

▪ The Romans did it long before us, and Sodom & Gomorrah did it 

long before them 

 

o God has given humanity an environment to practice sexuality that is good, 

natural, healthy, fruitful, pleasurable, and most importantly, Righteous.  

▪ The context is between and man and his wife WITHIN the sacred 

framework of marriage – THIS is Holy Sexuality 

▪ It is an atmosphere that provides everything a person needs sexually 

while maintaining purity and holiness before God 

▪ Hebrews 13:4 says, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed 

undefiled” 



   
 

   
 

▪ It’s fulfilling, it’s procreative, it’s natural, it’s healthy – everything 

about it is good. 

▪ Most of all, it provides a method of fulfilling sexual desires that 

remains RIGHTEOUS! 

 

o The LGBTQ community has taken this environment of Holy Sexuality and 

replaced it with a depraved substitution that is straight from the Devil and 

his lies 

▪ It is NOT good.   It is NOT natural 

▪ It is not fruitful procreatively 

▪ And as much as they want to force it on everyone else as simply a 

fulfillment of natural love, it is NOT Holy or Righteous 

▪ It is depraved and detestable in the eyes of God 

▪ And yes, so are many of the things that Heterosexual people 

participate in 

▪ The standard is the same for everyone – HOLINESS as defined in the 

Bible 

 

o A repentant mind sins, but it responds to conviction by admitting sin and 

desiring to change…  

▪ A debased mind sins, but refuses to admit that what he does is 

actually sin and ultimately rejects God’s definition of it altogether 

▪ Just another example of Suppressing the truth in unrighteousness 

▪ People do this so that they can continue in their sin 

▪ I believe that every person of LGBTQ persuasion KNOWs in their 

hearts that what they’re doing is wrong… 

▪ … but they suppress it.  



   
 

   
 

➢ So, that brings us to a very important question… How do we respond? This 

is a HUUUUUGE issue in this world that we’ve inherited today! 

o God has placed us in a very peculiar time  

▪ We have a difficult task in attempting to show the love of God to this 

generation without sacrificing Truth 

▪ But how can we speak the Truth of God without losing the love? 

▪ How can we display God’s Love without forsaking his truth? 

▪ This is a most difficult task indeed 

 

o First, we need to remember that we are all sinners – ROMANS 3:23 

▪ God’s standard for sexuality is the same for everyone – HOLINESS 

▪ Heterosexuals and Homosexuals are BOTH guilty of violating and 

corrupting this paradigm 

▪ The standard is the same for all: 

• Chastity in singleness 

• Faithfulness in marriage (man & wife) 

▪ But also notice the list that comes AFTER the description of 

homosexual sin:  “envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness, gossip, 

slanderer, insolence pride, boasting, inventing evil, disobedient to parents, 

foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless” 

▪ Has anyone every been guilty of any of these?  Yes, all of us.  

• So our attitude must be that we have recognized our own sin 

and now we want to help others with theirs 

• The attitude is one of RESCUE not condemnation or 

condescension  

 



   
 

   
 

o Second, we need to remember that God loves the LGBTQ community just 

as much as he loves us, in every way 

▪ He wants them to hear his voice and repent of their sin and TURN to 

him, not willing that ANY should perish – 2 PT 3:9 

▪ He wants them to understand his plan of Holy Sexuality and turn 

from their depravity 

 

o Third, we must have Tolerance but not Acceptance, compassion not 

condescension / condemnation…  

▪ Tolerance means that even though we have a MAJOR difference in 

our sociopolitical worldview, we can still be friends 

• WE recognize their right to participate in their chosen lifestyle, 

if they so choose, because we live in a secular, democratically 

free society 

• But, we reserve the right to tell them the truth that we deeply 

believe that their lifestyle is sinful in God’s eyes and they need 

to repent 

• We are able to have civil discourse and friendship anyway 

▪ Acceptance is what they are really asking for 

• This means that we are NOT allowed to say that it’s wrong 

• They are demanding that we have no right to the Biblical truth 

which makes it INCREDIBLY DIFFICULT 

• This is where the trap is set:  If we say that it’s wrong, which is 

the truth, then they completely ignore the LOVE we desire to 

show them 

• But guess what, people set many similar traps for Jesus, and he 

sprung them all 



   
 

   
 

▪ So WE need to seek Jesus and ask him for the WISDOM to be able to 

spring the traps as he did so that we can speak the TRUTH to this 

world as well as display the LOVE of Christ 

 

o Christopher Yuan Illustration – A man who was gay and living a very 

immoral homosexual lifestyle.  He began using drugs and landed in prison.  

He found a NT copy in the trash can, and, like St. Augustine, he “picked it 

up and read it through.” In so doing, he began to be convicted about his 

lifestyle. He talked with the prison chaplain who told him not to worry 

about that and gave him a book that explained how you can be gay and 

Christian.  As he read both, he decide, on his own, that the book from the 

chaplain was garbage and he put it in the garbage.  He eventually got out 

of prison, straightened his life out, started attending church, eventually 

went to seminary, and now has a Ph.D in theology!  He travels around with 

this parents who all three present a message of how this whole scenario 

affected them all. His Parents were Christians who raised him to follow 

Christ.  He unfortunately still has HIV from those days.  You can check out 

some of his books or videos on youtube.  

▪ This is how people are “cured” of this lifestyle… The Word of God and 

the conviction of the Holy Spirit 

▪ We cannot put people in gay conversion therapy and force it out of 

them; that doesn’t work and it’s abusive 

▪ People have to CHOOSE to repent from this lifestyle 

▪ They have to CHOOSE to stop believing the LIES of Satan and believe 

the TRUTH of God 

▪ We may have the opportunity to help someone if we are willing to 

LOVE them through it, but they still have to choose 



   
 

   
 

▪ My Wife’s relative illustration…   A girl who was lesbian and started 

attending a girls Bible study.  They said nothing about her lifestyle, 

just loved on her and discipled her. She eventually came under 

conviction and now she helps others with the same issue.   

➢ This fits EXACTLY with our vision for 2020 and beyond 

o We want to be a discipling church 

 

o If the Lord brings those from the LBBTQ community into our midst, we will 

treat them with love and respect 

▪ We will find a way to spring the trap  

▪ So that we can tell them the truth of scripture [AT THE APPROPRIATE 

TIME] AND help them to connect to the Love of Jesus, too 

▪ WE won’t condemn them or judge them harshly 

▪ WE will disciple them in the Word and help them to walk with Jesus 

 

o So be praying church… 

▪ Pray for YOURSELF that you walk in truth and not lies 

▪ Pray that YOU walk in Sexual Holiness before God 

▪ Pray that you walk in the RIGHTEOUSNESS that comes by FAITH in 

Jesus Christ 

▪ Pray for the depraved world around you that you can speak the truth 

in Love 

In conclusion…  

 



   
 

   
 

Conclusion 

➢ The Word for Today: 

o IN John 8 Jesus met a woman who’d been caught in the very act of 

adultery  [PICTURE?] 

 

o She was brought before Jesus with an angry mob that wanted to stone her: 

▪ She had clearly broken God’s commands 

▪ She had violated his desire for sexual holiness 

▪ She was worthy of punishment, which was, in the Old Testament, 

stoning 

▪ Thus, it was a trap for Jesus: 

• If he said to stone her, the people would think him merciless 

• If he said to let her go, they could arrest him for breaking the 

law 

 

o But what did Jesus do?  HE SPRUNG THE TRAP.  

▪ He quieted the angry mob by reminding them of their own sin 

▪ One by one they dropped their stones and walked away 

▪ Jesus acknowledged her sin by telling her to “Go and sin no more.” 

▪ Yet she was not condemned 

 

o Let’s reimagine this in a modern setting  [NEW PICTURE?] 

▪ Suppose it was a gay man or a lesbian caught in the very act of sexual 

perversion 



   
 

   
 

▪ They brought him or her to the church leadership demanding 

prosecution 

▪ The angry church mob looked down on them condemningly and 

condescendingly demanding judgment 

▪ But Jesus sprung the trap by reminding them of their own sexual 

perversion 

▪ Not only physically but on their screens, in their shows, in their 

thoughts 

▪ Then, he lovingly said, “Go. And sin no more…” 

 

o Only Jesus can do such things… and WE can only participate if we listen to 

his Spirit and ALLOW him to work in and through us! 

 


