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Intro:      

➢ Good morning and please turn in your Bibles to the book of Joshua 

o This is the 6th book in the Bible, the 1st of the books of History 

o This morning we will be continuing our study through Joshua in Ch. 4  

PRAYER FOR GOD’S SPIRIT TO SPEAK! 

➢ Our Family vacations to the Oregon coast… every summer… Parents, older 

brother, younger sister… 

o Sea lion caves, lighthouses, mountains, Redwoods, rocky coastlines 

o We always found momentos to take home 

▪ Rocks 

▪ Shells 

▪ Driftwood pieces 

▪ Those little wooden things with birds on them 

o We took them home and made the mementos into monuments 

▪ We put them on our bookshelves, headboards etc 

▪ We put them on display to remind of those pleasant Summer 

adventures 

➢ As time went on, things changed 

o My parents fought quite often 

o My brother got older and left the home 

o I got older and left my poor sis there alone 



   
 

   
 

o Nowadays my parents are divorced and my brother and sister don’t speak 

to one another…  

o However, to this day, when I look at some of those little monuments, my 

mom still has many of them… 

▪ It still takes me back to those sweet summer days 

▪ When the family was all together and things were good 

▪ And it inspires ME to create those kinds of moments for my own 

family 

➢ In the text of Joshua Ch 4, we pick up the narrative here where the 

developing nation of Israel has just crossed the Jordan river and they are 

ready to take the Promised Land, to rid the land of it’s evil usurpers 

o Before they get too carried away with the business of war, however, they 

have some monuments to build 

o As we will see, these monuments are directed by God to be used to 

increase the faith of not only THIS people, but coming generations 

 

➢ The title of today’s message is : “Monumental Faith”  

The Narrative   -  Ch 4 

Verse 1 … 

1 When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua,  

 

➢ A few weeks ago… 

o Ch. 3 – crossing the Jordan, “Entering In…”   



   
 

   
 

▪ Into the Promised land 

▪ Taking possession 

 

o We talked about Steps of Faith 

▪ Had to put their FEET into the water 

▪ BEFORE the water began to recede… 

▪ The water was stopped upstream 

▪ The priests stood in the middle while 

▪ 2/3 million crossed over 

▪ They were about to start their battles 

 

➢ I said that I believe the LORD has brought us here AS a CHURCH 

o On the Brink of the Jordan… 

o God is ready to MOVE amongst us 

o That’s where we left off previously… 

 

Verse 2-3 … 

2 “Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take 
twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests’ 
feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge 
tonight.’”  

 

➢ So they haven’t finished crossing over yet 

o The priests are still in the middle of the river! 

 

o 12 Men, 1 from each tribe 



   
 

   
 

▪ Remember:  They were singled out in Ch 3 

▪ Their purpose is to grab one stone each 

▪ From the priests feet – DRY not WET 

▪ One for each tribe 

▪ Bringing it WITH them from the middle of the Jordan 

▪ Into the Promised Land 

➢ In a moment comes the reasoning WHY, but for now, it’s the WHAT 

 

 

Verse 4-7 … 

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man 
from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the LORD your God into 
the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When your 
children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that 
the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it passed 
over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of 
Israel a memorial forever.” 

 

➢ Joshua calls on the 12 appointed men to perform the task required 

o They pick up some sizable stones 

 

o Big enough to be carried on the shoulder, but small enough to be carried 

by a single man 

➢ Then Joshua gives them the reason why 

o They are to be a sign and a memorial 

▪ Better translation = “Monument” 



   
 

   
 

▪ Memorial = People died [war memorials, accident sites etc] 

▪ This was to be a Reminder of God’s work 

▪ Modern monuments REMIND us of great people or events 

 

o They were to remember what happened at the Jordan 

▪ WE took that step of faith 

▪ The waters dried up as the priests walked in 

▪ God brought us into the land miraculously!!! 

▪ THESE STONEs were at the bottom of THAT river 

▪ Now they are here on the West Bank to REMIND us 

▪ To increase our faith 

 

o The Next generation, they were NOT there to experience it 

▪ They will have this MONUMENT to see to remind them 

▪ Even the current generation will be reminded when they begin to 

falter in faith 

▪ The MONUMENT will help to foster a monumental faith  

 

o It’s not going to be easy from this point fwd 

▪ There are battles, giants, enemies, iron chariots 

▪ There will be times of Faltering Faith 

▪ “How are we going to defeat these guys?  How are we going to win 

these battles?” 

▪ OH YES! These very stones remind us! 

 

Verse 8-10a … 



   
 

   
 

8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the 
midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the 
LORD told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged and laid 
them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to 
this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was 
finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had 
commanded Joshua. 

 

➢ So they set up the monument as instructed 

➢ Joshua had them do more 

o Instruction or Command Decision? 

▪ Joshua ALSO set up another set of stones in the middle  

▪ Stacking Rocks is still popular – Cairn  

• Indicates Intelligent Design 

• There’s a meaning 

• A trailhead, a location, or a MONUMENT 

 

o A monument 

▪ Bank stones = times of plenty 

▪ Riverbed Stones = times of drought, the only time you’d see them 

▪ Scuba dive to find? > 3000 years later 

▪ VBS illustration – blue tarps…. 

 

o TO THIS DAY – eyewitness account 

▪ As these books were being put together 

▪ You could still go out and SEE them with your eyes, touch them 

▪ Even longer than that, as we will see later 



   
 

   
 

 

Verse 10b-11 … 

The people passed over in haste.  

11 And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark of the LORD and the priests passed 
over before the people.  

 

➢ Comparisons to Passover 

o keep watching for intentional comparisons to the original Passover 40 years 

prior 

o It will culminate in VS 19 and then in Ch 5 

 

Verse 12-13 … 

12 The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed 
before the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed over 
before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho.  

 

➢ These 3 tribes decided to literally settle for less than the Promised Land – 

Numbers 32 

o They were courageous enough to ask Moses to settle, but NOT courageous 

enough to simply keep going into the Promised Land 

▪ These 2 ½ tribes had 136,930 men available according to Num 26 

▪ Only 40,000 men actually crossed the Jordan to fight in the Promised 

Land according to Josh 4:13 

▪ The text doesn’t mention it here 

▪ But it seems as though either they were NOT very good at 

reproduction… OR the rest remained to protect the settlements 



   
 

   
 

 

o This whole scenario is about FAITH 

▪ Faith to step into the Jordan 

▪ Faith to conquer the land 

▪ And these guys should’ve had the faith to trust in GOD as they left 

their wives and little ones, not keep warriors behind 

▪ But it seems as though they missed out as they SETTLED for less 

▪ Maybe I’m missing something…  

 

Verse 14 … 

14 On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just 
as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life. 

➢ This is exactly what Joshua needed 

o He needed the people to trust his LEADERSHIP 

▪ They admonished him to be courageous 

▪ They said they would follow him IF the Lord was with him as with 

Moses 

▪ They WANTED desperately to get into the Promised Land 

▪ Needed a leader who could take them there 

 

o The people needed to be able to follow him 

▪ They needed to know that he knew where he was taking them and 

how to get them there 

▪ Especially considering the strange instructions 

 



   
 

   
 

o Crossing the Jordan on dry ground, setting up monuments and 

circumcising in enemy territory, walking around the city of Jericho 

▪ Not exactly conventional tactics 

▪ Thus he NEEDS to be exalted in their eyes 

▪ God is giving him what he needs to lead as he trusts God to lead him! 

▪ Yeshua following Yeshua whom appears in ch 5! 

 

Verse 15-18 … 

15 And the LORD said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to 
come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 
18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the midst of 
the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the 
Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before. 

 

➢ This is a miracle 

o Even if… MUD SLIDE – 1927 

 

o It still stopped and started on que 

▪ God is in control 

▪ Sometimes he uses technology we understand 

▪ Sometimes he uses technology we DON’T understand [MIRACLES] 

 

➢ This miracle ended just as it began… as the priests feet left the dry riverbed 

it became wet again…  

Verse 19-24 … 



   
 

   
 

19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped 
at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the 
Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask 
their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children 
know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the 
waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, 
which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know 
that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.”  

 

➢ Passover 

o This is the culmination of the Red Sea comparison 

▪ 10th – 14th  

▪ Angel of death passed over 

▪ Pharoah let them depart in hast 

▪ They crossed over the Red Sea 

 

o Now, 40 years later, to the day 

▪ They cross the Jordan on the 10th 

▪ They Passover over in haste 

▪ In ch5, we will see them partake of the Passover on the 14th 

▪ Their final usage of the manna bread would be for Passover 

▪ Then the manna would stop as the ate the produce of the land 

▪ More on that in Ch 5 

➢ They celebrated the Passover right here where the monument was set up – 

in Gilgal on the Eastern side of the City of Jericho 

o Gilgal simply means “Circle” in the sense of a something that rolls 

▪ In 5:9 we will see where the name comes from 



   
 

   
 

▪ God says that he has ROLLED AWAY the reproach of Egypt from 

among them 

▪ So it’s actually just an unnamed spot in the desert until the action of 

ch 5 occurs 

 

o It is a place of great significance 

▪ Stone Memorial 

▪ Circumcision 

▪ Place of departure for the Jericho Campaign  

➢ Imagine how exciting for Joshua and Caleb 

o They were the ONLY ones who were there for the RED sea crossing AND 

the Jordan crossing 

 

o Their faith must’ve been BOILING OVER! 

▪ They were Finally on the OTHER side of the Jordan 

▪ They crossed the Red sea 40 years before 

▪ They had been slaves and were rescured when Moses returned and 

brought about the Passover 

▪ They were there in the first spying of the land with the 10 unfaithful 

spies  

▪ They witnessed the ENTIRE ministry of Moses 

 

o But they were FINALLY across the Jordan and they were Pumped! 

▪ They didn’t really need the stones at THAT time 

▪ But I can imagine them yelling to get BIGGER ones worthy of the 

occasion! 



   
 

   
 

▪ Don’t miss the JOY of Faith 

▪ Exciting!!! 

Transitional statement…  

 

Now, here’s what I believe the Word for Today is 

What God would have Calvary Everett take away from this chapter… 

 

The Word for Today 

There are many lessons to be learned from this text, but on this day I believe 

the Lord wants to give us monumental faith! 

 

➢ Hebrews 11:1 

o Believing is seeing 

o With a monument, God makes it even easier 

▪ The stones were there that came from INSIDE the Jordan River 

▪ He WANTED them to see it and believe 

▪ Jesus said that it’s better to believe without seeing 

▪ But in this context, God is giving us BOTH! 

▪ Which makes Monumental Faith  

 

➢ Mustard Seed Faith – Matthew 17 

o Jesus also said that Mustard Seed faith moves mountains 



   
 

   
 

 

o When you have a monument to touch and see and feel, it turns Mustard 

Seed faith into Monumental Faith 

▪ Jesus didn’t say you should have ONLY mustard seed faith 

▪ He just said that the SMALLEST faith, like a mustard seed, moves 

mountains 

▪ Epitome of Hyperbole?  Maybe.  

▪ How much more does Monumental Faith do! 

 

o So we as people need those monuments to increase out faith 

▪ We need to be REMINDED of what God has done 

▪ Especially in those times of faltering faith or doubt 

▪ So how can we be reminded? 

▪ The Word of God 

 

➢ Psalm 18, 78, 105, and 106 

o Speak of God’s providential care in the past specifically for Israel 

 

o But it applies to each of us PERSONALLY 

▪ From my recognition of faith initially to where I am today! 

▪ Reminding me of ALL that he’s done 

▪ Salvation, Sanctification, Provision, Protection etc 

 

o It increases my faith 

 

o Look at Psalm 78:1-8 



   
 

   
 

▪ You need to be reminded of God’s faithfulness 

▪ You need those monuments 

▪ I don’t know what they are for YOU 

▪ But at the very least, you need to be reading through the Word 

so that HE can remind you of his love for you, how he takes care 

▪ Psalm 18, 78, 105,106 – [2 x per year] 

▪ Like those trinkets from my family vacations that take me back.. 

 

o You need those spiritual reminders… 

▪ I have some water from the Jordan, a rock 

▪ A jar of sand from where you got baptized 

▪ Something that will stimulate faith in those difficult days! 

 

o Summerblast is going to be one of these opportunities 

▪ Principle Paul Edwards, 6 teachers 

▪ 4 days, 50 kids already preregistered 

▪ Need more volunteers to connect 

▪ GOD IS WORKING BIG TIME 

▪ Paul said “Think Big” 

▪ God has already increased my faith 

▪ I’m GOING TO HAVE a monument from SUMMERBLAST to remember 

God’s faithfulness 

▪ Come be a part of it 

▪ OUTDOOR SERVICE on the Sunday following 

▪ I believe this will CHANGE our church  

 

➢ Mark 9:23 - “I believe; help my unbelief !” 



   
 

   
 

 

 

Conclusion 

➢ Let’s review the narrative of Ch. 4 again … 

 

➢ The Word for Today: 

o God wants you to make monuments to his greatness in the past 

o To help increase our faith in the present 

o And in the future for us and new generations 

 

 

➢ Pithy Ending – “Bethabara”   MT 3, LUK 3 

▪ John the Baptist 

▪ “Brood of vipers… God can raise up from THESE STONES…” 

▪ It is my firm belief… THE same stones of Gilgall 

▪ In the very place of Monumental Faith were the Pharisees and 

Sadducees who completely missed it… So Sad you see… 

▪ IN the very place where they should’ve been leading God’s people 

was total unbelief 

▪ Messiah was there and they were unaware   

▪ Let’s make sure that doesn’t havppen to us 

 



   
 

   
 

➢ FINAL CALL TO APPLICATION OR ACTION 

o “I believe, help my unbelief!” 

o “Make my faith MONUMENTAL!” 

▪ Read the words of the final song… 

▪ “Here again” 

 


