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Proposal to Keep Transit in the Segregated Transportation Fund 
 
Summary:   The Governor’s 2013-2015 calls for removal of transit funding from the 
Transportation Fund and moving it into the General Fund.  Transit is an integrated part of the 
transportation system and must remain in the segregated Transportation Fund.   
 
Reliable and predictable funding is critical to public transit’s ability to meet the mobility needs of people 
who are older or have a disability who rely on public transportation to maintain their independence and 
quality of life.  Wisconsin’s commitment to home and community based supports is dependent upon 
stably funded and reliable transportation.  Keeping a dedicated funding source for transportation makes it 
easier for people to continue living at home, avoids premature institutionalization, and keeps people 
connected to and contributing to their community and the economy. 
 
The Legislative Fiscal Bureau (LFB) paper #642 reports that “all transportation programs have been 
supported from the transportation fund in the interest of establishing a comprehensive, intermodal 
transportation system.”  Wisconsin has not historically tied program spending for particular programs to 
the amounts generated by its users.  The Transportation Finance & Policy Commission’s final report 
issued in January 2013 recommends that transit assistance continue to be funded from the segregated 
Transportation Fund. 
 
Conclusion  
Transportation is among the most requested support service for seniors and adults with disabilities.  
Moving transit funding to the General Fund makes our transit system funding vulnerable.  Older 
adults and adults with disabilities are counting on us to maintain transportation services that are 
vital to their independence and quality of life, to do so will require a stable and reliable funding 
source.   Transit Funding needs to remain in the designated Transportation Fund. 
 
Proposal 
We urge the Joint Committee on Finance and the Wisconsin Legislature to keep Transit Funding in 
the segregated Transportation Fund to ensure that we are able to continue keeping Wisconsin 
citizens living in and connected to their communities.  
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