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Proposal to Include $1.76 million in General Purpose Revenue (GRP) in the 
2013 – 2015 Biennial Budget to Make “Whole” Aging Units that Lost Older 

Americans Funding Due to Shifts in the Low-Income, Population Age 60 and Older 
 
Summary:  Allocations of state money going to OAA programs are based on a county’s 
percentage of people who are age 60 and older and are low-income.  The 2010 census data 
revealed shifts in the population of low-income people age 60 and older throughout the 
state.  As a result, some counties are in danger of OAA funding cuts to these vital 
programs.  More than 40% of all counties will see a decrease of 5% or more and 28% of 
Wisconsin’s counties are faced with double-digit funding cuts (two in excess of 20%)!  For 
the first half of 2013, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) allocated GPR 
funds to cover some of the losses resulting from these population shifts, but for programs to 
continue at 2012 funding levels, the state biennial budget must include additional funding.  
An additional $1.76 million ($850,000 per year) in GPR in the 2013- 2015 budget is needed 
to hold these counties “harmless” through June 30, 2015. 
 
Older Americans Act (OAA) programs have been helping Wisconsin’s older adults remain living 
in the community for the past four decades.  OAA programs include elderly nutrition (both 
home-delivered and meals provided at dining sites), family caregiver support, health promotion, 
and supportive services.  Wisconsin has been supplementing federal OAA program funds with 
state dollars to help meet the needs of its seniors, as these programs help people maintain their 
independence and provide an important safety net for people who might otherwise not qualify for 
Medicaid funded long term care services.  
 
The Nutrition Program is the largest of the OAA Programs.  Home-delivered meals are often the 
first in-home service that older adults receive.  This service often serves as an access point for 
identifying individuals in need of other home and community based services.  Home-delivered 
nutrition services are effectively targeted to individuals who live alone, are frail, are poor or near 
poor, are over 75 years old and/or have difficulty with activities of daily living such as eating, 
dressing, bathing, etc.).  Participation in the home-delivered meal program helps caregivers 
maintain their own health and well-being and offers participants a “safety check” and “friendly 
visit” when meals are delivered.   
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Conclusion  
Cuts to OAA funding will likely have a major impact on the older people served by these 
programs.  Continuing Wisconsin’s proven investment in the home-delivered meal 
program and other OAA programs is one mechanism to help older adults remain in their 
own homes. 
 
Proposal 
We propose an additional $850,000 be added to each year of the biennial budget to keep 
county/tribal OAA programs facing cuts, funded at their 2012 funding levels.   
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Janet L. Zander, ADPAW Legislative/Advocacy Committee Chair 
(715) 346-1415; zanderj@co.portage.wi.us 
 


