
BACKGROUND

Transportation offers access to life-saving medical services and the

ability to continue working, stay active and civically-involved, and

contribute to the economic vitality of the community. 

The current surface transportation act — MAP-21— is a 2-year bill

that expires in 2014.  This legislation made policy reforms and

streamlined programs, but its short duration did not allow for plan-

ning and implementation of some of the changes. It also left many

concerned about funding for creating connected multi-modal trans-

portation systems for people in communities of all sizes. 

Transportation outside urbanized areas tends to be more expensive

and is least likely to be provided by public transit.  Essential services

like grocery stores or medical facilities are often miles away and be-

cause of the dispersed population, there is little opportunity to share

rides.  Rural areas are also disproportionately populated with older

adults, low-income individuals and our nation’s veterans, many of

whom need transportation services with a higher level of assistance.  

The PROBLEM

Despite the increasing need for funding for all modes of transporta-

tion, current revenue generation for the transportation fund is not

adequate.  Without new and diversified sources of revenue, the Trust

fund will be totally depleted by 2015.  

Several transportation programs were repealed and others were con-

solidated under MAP-21. The proposed formula designations for these

consolidated programs do not take into account the significant chal-

lenges for specialized transportation programs, especially outside of
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WAAN’s Position

Keep transportation funding

in the segregated fund and

authorize a long-term surface

transportation bill.  

This will provide stability and

funding to ensure transporta-

tion options are available and

adequate for individuals who

cannot or choose not to drive.
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metropolitan areas. With only 20% of the newly expanded federal

5310 program allocation dedicated to small urban and rural areas re-

spectively, increasing needs, and little flexibility for state Departments

of Transportation to reallocate funding according to the needs of their

state, lack of funding for transit and specialized transportation pro-

grams is a significant concern.  

In counties with large urban areas, there must be a balance between

adequately funding financially starved public transit systems and cre-

ating viable and affordable options for those who are unable to use

transit due to geographic area and service times of transit systems or

those who need higher levels of service due to chronic and/or dis-

abling conditions.  When someone can no longer drive and has no

way to get around, medical appointment visits decrease dramatically,

food insecurity increases, and they are at higher risk of poor health,

isolation, institutionalization and loneliness.

The SOLUTION

Passing a 6-year bill will allow transportation systems to plan long-

term, multi-year projects, attract investors, and create jobs.  Provid-

ing additional funding for alternative modes of transportation,

coupled with investment in policies like complete streets to integrate

land use planning, housing and transportation, and will create com-

munities where people can age in place.  Supporting all transporta-

tion programs from the segregated transportation fund ensures

reliable, predictable funding that allows the state to plan and estab-

lish a comprehensive, connected multimodal transportation system

for those who drive and those who do not or choose not to drive. 

Funding multiple transportation options and livability initiatives

makes good fiscal sense.  Planning communities where people can

age in place and still remain active and engaged is less expensive

than institutionalization and provides a higher quality of life for older

adults and anyone who does not or chooses not to drive. 

Reauthorization of the federal surface transportation act (currently

MAP-21) must ensure stable, long-term funding using a balanced ap-

proach and keep all transportation funding in the segregated Trust

fund.  There must be equity in funding transportation infrastructure

whether it is a transit system, pedestrian bridge, bike trail or road.

Reauthorization should aim to create communities with complete

streets that enhance mobility choices, improve health, address envi-

ronmental concerns and allow people the freedom and independ-

ence to move around, regardless of their age and ability.

What is WAAN?

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy 

Network is a collaborative group 

of individuals and associations

working with and for Wisconsin’s

older adults to shape public policy

to improve their quality of life.
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Wisconsin Association of 

Benefit Specialists (WABS)

Wisconsin Association of 

Nutrition Directors (WAND)

Wisconsin Association of 

Senior Centers (WASC) 
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