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Proposal to Include an Increase of $678,000 in General Purpose Revenue (GRP) to 

Fund Specialized Transportation Assistance (85.21) in the 2013 – 2015 Biennial 
Budget and Keep All Wisconsin Counties at 2012 Funding Levels 

 
Summary:   In 2013, the reallocation of 85.21 funding based upon new census numbers of 
older adults and adults with disabilities in each county has resulted in a significant number 
of counties losing funds, bringing their funding levels below their 2012 amounts. This 
comes at a time when demand for transportation is increasing.  Including an additional 
$678,000 in GPR to fund the 85.21 program will keep counties at their 2012 funding levels.  
In addition, making updates to state statute [85.21 (3)(f)] to require adjustments to county 
allocations more frequently will prevent significant funding level changes to county 
allocations from occurring in the future.  
 
Access to transportation is a key factor in giving people who are older or have a disability the 
opportunity to remain living in their own homes and involved in their communities.  The 85.21 
state funding is especially important in rural areas with a higher population of low-income 
individuals, seniors, tribal members and veterans and where essential services are often miles 
away.  In addition, many areas of the state use 85.21 funds to leverage additional Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) funds allowing them to increase transportation options for all citizens 
needing to get to jobs, medical facilities, grocery stores, and other essential services. Counties 
that lose 85.21 funding may also lose additional local and federal funding.   
 
The majority of Wisconsin’s citizens who are older want to remain living in the community, 
unfortunately, driving expectancy is significantly less than life expectancy.  The average man 
outlives his driving ability by six years and for women this increases to ten years.  Transportation 
and independence go hand in hand.  Supporting people to remain independent in the community 
requires us to ensure that transportation alternatives are available to those who cannot drive 
themselves. 
 
Conclusion  
Cuts to 85.21 funding will likely have a major impact on people who are older or have a 
disability.  People without transportation options have 15% fewer doctor visits, 59% less 
trips for shopping or going out to restaurants, and 65% fewer trips for social, family and 
religious purposes. Wisconsin is nationally recognized as a leader in transportation options.  
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Restoring lost funding to county 85.21 programs will help keep Wisconsin’s citizens living 
in and connected to their communities. 
 
Proposal 
We propose an additional $678,000 be added to the biennial budget to keep county 85.21 
programs facing cuts, funded at their 2012 funding levels.  We further propose a change be 
made to state statute [85.21 (3)(f)] to require adjustments to county allocations more 
frequently to prevent significant funding level changes to county allocations from occurring 
in the future.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
Janet L. Zander, ADPAW Legislative/Advocacy Committee Chair 
(715) 346-1415; zanderj@co.portage.wi.us 
 


