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This month marks the start of the Islamic New Year. During this sacred month of Muharram, 

Shi’a Muslims around the world will celebrate Ashura, a day of mourning and remembrance 

of Husayn ibn Ali, grandson of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Sadly, Ashura is a flashpoint 

for Sunni-Shi’a conflict and violence in many parts of the world. Over the past decades, 

Pakistan has suffered some of the most severe sectarian conflict anywhere in the world, and 

many Muslim communities remain divided and suspicious of one another. 

Last summer, ICRD and its local partners convened top religious scholars and civil society 

activists to identify the theological doctrines and historical narratives that call for harmony 

and respect across sects. These leaders represented all major Islamic sects in Pakistan – 

Deobandi, Salafi, Barelvi, and Shi’a – and together they produced a joint document that 

challenges the prejudices and myths that have been used to justify sectarian extremism. This 

document represents not only a critical resource for messaging, but a point of common 

ground between estranged communities.  

Building on this success, local religious actors from across all major sects were trained to 

advocate for sectarian harmony and reconciliation in their communities. Over the past several 

months, these advocates have undertaken a number of local activities, including: 

 

• Hosting exchange visits to mosques and                                                                                       

religious schools of other sects;  

• Resolving local conflicts between Sunni    

and Shi’a groups; 

• Delivering sermons that call for respect of    

other sects;  

• Publishing articles on sectarian harmony 

in major national newspapers; and  

• Forming networks of respected religious 

leaders from all sects.      

 

Through these efforts, advocates have directly engaged thousands in their local communities 

and spread their message through media channels that reach hundreds of thousands more. 

Beyond just serving as messengers, however, they have personally served as models for 

transformation. One local Salafi leader who had previously condemned Shi’a as “non-

Muslim” hosted an event in which he and his colleagues actively invited Shi’a to join in an 

open dialogue on the problem of sectarianism. 

In the spirit of peace, during this sensitive and holy time, ICRD wishes to acknowledge the 

courageous efforts of its partners and allies across Islamic sects in Pakistan who have been 



working to dispel sectarian prejudice and prevent further hatred and bloodshed – and others 

like them who are working to foster peace. 
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