
BIRDING IN THE KLAMATH BASIN
Traveling to Klamath County in the depth of winter may seem to defy reason, 
but for the birdwatcher, the season and place combine to produce a mouth- 
watering array of species.  Year-round, seasonal opportunities for birding provide 
viewing many of the 350 species which call the Klamath Basin home.

A wide variety of habitats converge in the Klamath Basin to provide an incredible 
biodiversity, including open water, marshes, meadows, coniferous forests, 
juniper woodlands, sagebrush grasslands, and rocky cli�s.

The mountainous areas include Crater Lake and its surrounding National Park, 
reaching to nearly 9,000 feet, and vast areas of National Forest. The forests 
provide habitat for Mountain Quail, Black-backed Woodpecker, Gray Jay, 
Northern Goshawk, and eleven owl species. The strongly contrasting landscape 
of Lava Beds National Monument in the south borders the sage grasslands of the 
Great Basin and provides habitat for characteristic species such as Sage     
Thrasher, Brewer's Sparrow, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and Gray Flycatcher.

The Basin is perhaps most famous for the open water and marsh habitats          
provided by Upper Klamath Lake and the six-member Klamath Basin National 
Wildlife Refuge complex. Wet meadows in the Wood River Valley and Upper 
Klamath and Klamath Marsh National Wildlife Refuges are home to Sora, 
Virginia Rail, and the elusive Yellow Rail, and Upper Klamath Lake provides nest-
ing habitat for "dancing" Western and Clark's Grebes. The refuges along the 
border of Oregon and California (Lower Klamath and Tule Lake) host upwards of 
80% of the migrating waterfowl that use the Pacific Flyway, numbering at times 
over a million birds and including large numbers of Ross's Geese. 

Spring ushers in the dancing courtship ritual of the Western Grebes. These birds 
“Walk on Water” to impress their mates. If you think dating is hard, be glad 
you're not a grebe. These North American water birds have high standards when 
it comes to attracting and keeping a mate: If either a male or female grebe can't 
"walk" on water, they're out of luck. Western Grebes engage in a maneuver called 
rushing during the spring mating season, in which they sprint up to 66 feet (20 
meters) across the water in coordinated groups of two or more in about seven 
seconds. They're the largest vertebrates with the ability to walk on water. There 
is plenty of opportunities for photographs at Putnam’s Point.

Weather conditions, including temperature and snow depth, vary from year to 
year. Food resources, and by extension bird population levels, fluctuate as well, 
so no two consecutive winters are the same. 
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Enjoyment for any season



This was our nation’s first           
waterfowl refuge. With 46,900 
acres of shallow freshwater 
marshes, open water, grass and 
sagebrush uplands and crop 
lands. The 10 mile auto tour 
provides visitors year-round 
access to great wildlife viewing 
opportunities.  Look for Bald 
and Golden Eagles, Peregrine 
Falcon, water & marsh birds, 
pelicans, White-faced Ibis, 
Snowy Egret, Sandhill Crane, 
Short-eared Owl, 
Long-billed Dowitcher, 
Tri-colored Blackbirds and 
more.

The Tule Lake Refuge 
encompasses 39,116 
acres of mostly open 

water and croplands. A 12 mile auto 
tour route, a graveled all-weather road, allows wildlife observation 

year-round. Obtain updated information about recent bird sightings at the Tulelake 
Visitor Center as well as reserve a photography blind. Large geese flocks, grebes, 
herons, egrets, hawks and eagles, barn owls, towhees, Canyon and Rock Wrens, 
Juniper/Oak Titmouse, White-throated sparrows, and Northern Mockingbirds are 
regularly seen on this refuge.

15,000 acres of freshwater marsh and open 
water. Excellent nesting and brood rearing 
areas for waterfowl including grebes, terns, 

American white pelicans, egrets and herons, bald eagles, and 
ospreys. The best way to see these birds is by taking a canoe on the 9.5 mile canoe 
trail through the refuge.

40,646 acres of refuge provides natural 
marsh habitat for important nesting, 

feeding, and resting habitat for waterfowl, while 
the surrounding meadowlands are attractive nesting and feeding areas for 

Sandhill Crane, Yellow Rail, and various shorebirds and raptors. Canoeing is available 
for an up-close way to view the birds.

Suggested Lodging

• Days Inn
• Comfort Inn
• Cimarron Inn & Suites
• Cerulean Hotel

Suggested Dining

• Klamath Basin Brewing Co
• More Than Mongolian Grill
• Black Bear Diner
• Roosters Steak & Chop House

Additional Attractions

• Favell Museum
• Crater Lake Zipline
• Crater Lake National Park
• Lava Beds National Monument

Western Grebe 

Wildlife Overlook 

MAP IT!

For more Southern Oregon Itinerary ideas, maps, photos, DMO contact 
information and hotel referrals, visit: www.MeetMeInKlamath.com 

or contact Raena@MeetMeInKlamath.com or 541.887.8521
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