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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 

 

presents an 

 

Irish/Scots-Irish Genealogy Newsletter 

In this issue: 
•  Ulster Historical Foundation 

Conference — March 15 

•  Message From the President 

•  Networking at Conference 

•  Irish Immigrant Wall of Honor 

•  Ellen McBride 

•  How Many Generations Will the Glow 

Last? 

•  Websites for Irish Genealogy 

• Scotch-Irish of Northampton County 

Upcoming Events 

March 12 (Thursday) 12-2pm ~ RootsLunch 

March 15 (Sunday) 8am-4:30pm ~ Ulster Historical 

Foundation Conference 

March 24 (Tuesday) 1-2:30pm ~ Philadelphia Re-

search Special Interest Group 

March 26 (Thursday) 12-2pm ~ Brick Wall Busters 

March 28 (Saturday) 11am-12:30pm ~ PrePro    

Special Interest Group 

March 28 (Saturday) 1-3pm ~ Annual Business 

Meeting 

March 28 (Saturday) 3-4pm ~ DNA Special Interest 

Group 

All events except the Ulster Conference are held at 

the GSP office and follow these registration rules: 

REGISTRATION 

GSP Members Free.  GSP Non-Members $5 

Advance registration required due to space limitations. 

info@genpa.org 

Cliffs of Moher ~ County Clare 

GSP Office 

2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111 

Philadelphia, PA 19116 

267.686.2296 

mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=Event%20Registration
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Message from the President 

I hear the bagpipers coming. I feel the rhythm of the Irish step dancers. The air is heavy 

with the aroma of porridge and shortbread, of bangers and colcannon. Guinness and Irn-

Bru complement the food. St. Patrick, green, the language, and the music all serve to fur-

ther define the Irish and the Scots-Irish people and make them so unique. 

They were and are a proud people who cherish their rich heritage. I think it must have been 

very difficult to leave their homeland and come to America but, at the same time, I am so 

pleased they did. Through records, family stories and my DNA results, I know I share the 

treasures of mind and body they carried with them. My ancestors dreamed of a new life for 

themselves and, ultimately, for descendants like me.  

There is so much more to learn about them.  I find myself excited each year at this time 

when Fintan Mullan and Gillian Hunt of The Ulster Historical Foundation spend a day, spon-

sored by GSP, discussing various records available in Ireland and online that will help my 

research. New lecture content each year adds continuously to my knowledge of resources, 

and there is availability at this Ulster event for the opportunity to connect with other re-

searchers, find books about Irish and Scots-Irish research and so much more. 

Perhaps, at this all-day March 15th Ulster event, you and I will determine we share common 

ancestors! 

 

Carol M Sheaffer, President  

  

If you are enough lucky to be Irish, you are lucky enough!  

Irish Proverb 
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COME ONE….COME ALL 

to the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania’s 

IRISH/SCOTS-IRISH CONFERENCE 

15 MARCH 2020 
 

8 AM-4:30 PM 
BROOKSIDE MANOR 

50 Bustleton Pike 
Feasterville-Trevose, PA 19053 

Speakers: Fintan Mullan and Gillian Hunt of The Ulster Historical Foundation 

Lecture Topics: Introduction to Irish and Scots-Irish Family History Research 
Irish education and school records 

Early nineteenth-century land records 
Census substitutes and other important sources 

The Great Famine in Ireland: Sources for research 
Emigration from the north of Ireland to North America – 

sources for researching emigrant ancestors 
 
 

Includes lectures, handouts, door prizes, surname exchange board, use of Relatives Around Me, book 
shopping at speakers' table, GSP table for information and book/merchandise shopping, drawing for GSP 
gift basket, breakfast, hot Irish-themed lunch, free parking, shortbread cookie gift from Walker Shortbread 

Company, and gift of an online course (choose one of 3) from the National Institute for Genealogical 
Studies.  

Door Prizes 

 

 Ancestry.com   

   - One-year World Explorer subscription 

   - One-year Fold3 subscription 

       - One-year Newspapers.com subscription 

       - AncestryDNA kit 

 

 FamilyTreeDNA 

       - Family Finder DNA kit 

 

 Gaylord Archival 

       - Family History Archival Kit 

 

 GenealogyBank.com 

       - One-year subscription 

 

 Irish Origenes / Scottish Origenes 

       - Set of Irish maps 

       - Set of Scottish maps    

 

 Legacy Family Tree 

      - Legacy 9.0 Family Tree Software 

      - One-year subscription to Legacy Family 

          Tree Webinars 

 

 National Genealogical Society 

      - NGS Research in the States Series: Penn- 

         sylvania, 3rd ed. 

 

 National Institute for Genealogical Studies 

      - Choose from one of 225 online courses 

 

 RootsMagic 

      - RootsMagic 7 Genealogy Software 

 

 West Valley Genealogical Society (Arizona) 

      - One-year membership 
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Opportunities 

to 

Network, Collaborate and Just Plain Have Fun 

at 

The Annual GSP Ulster Historical Foundation Conference 

15 March 2020 
 

RELATIVES AROUND ME 

The purpose of using the Relatives Around Me tool in the FamilySearch Family Tree app is to determine whether you 

and any other nearby app users share a common ancestor. Attendees will be encouraged to have the app open dur-

ing lunch to seek matches. A Help Table will be available during registration to answer questions about this software 

scan. 

Here are the basic steps for using this tool: 

Before March 15: 

Create a FREE FamilySearch account on https://www.familysearch.org/. 

Create a Family Tree on FamilySearch.org. Any size tree will do, but the larger the tree, the more likely you are 

to find matches.  

Download the FREE FamilySearch Family Tree app. 

At the conference: 

Make sure “Location” is turned on your mobile device, and you have an internet connection. 

Open app with your account User ID/Password from FamilySearch.org. 

Once Family Tree App opens, select “More” for IOS or the menu (3 bars) for Android. 

Select “Relatives Around Me” 

Screen will say “Scan for Friends” 

Tap “Scan for Friends” to have your device find anyone who shares an ancestor with you who also has the app, 

a family tree on FamilySearch, and is within 100 feet of you. 

For further directions, see https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-tree-app-cool-features/  

 

SURNAME EXCHANGE 
 
A corkboard and index cards will be available in the lobby for anyone who wants to post their desire to find others 
with similar research interests.  A brief description of a person or family for whom one is seeking information can be 
placed on an index card along with contact information and tack it to the corkboard for others to check and, if need-
ed, copy during the day. If you also indicate willingness for your query to be published in our newsletter, it will be in 
issues over the coming months. 

https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-tree-app-cool-features/
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IRISH and SCOTS-IRISH WALL of HONOR 

With deepest gratitude, we, your descendants, thank you for your courage in coming to a new and strangely 

different world and thereby building a new life for yourself and us as well.  At this very special time of year, we 

remember and honor you through this listing.   

John Banford 
Eliza Herlihy Barrett 
James Barrett 
James Francis Barrett                                                                                                                            
Nellie Pyne Barrett  
John Black  
Robert Black  
Samuel Black  
William Black  
William Black 
Catharine Campbell 
Edward Campbell 
James Campbell 
Patrick Campbell 
Coleman Carter 
Abraham Casada 
Andrew Caughey 
Dorothy Carroll Caughey. 
Francis Caughey  
John Caughey  
John Clark 
William Cleary 
John Coles 
Ellen Colgan 
Margaret Colohan 
John Coyle  
David Craig  
Elizabeth (Betsy) Craig  
Thomas Craig  
Honora (Nora) Malone Crosbie 
John Crosby/ Crosbie 
John Joseph Crosby  
Cornelius Cunningham 
Mary Cullen 
James Dailey  
Daniel Dulany 
John Farrell 
Margaret Flannigan 
Catherine Griffin 
James Hayes 
Mary Hogan 
William Hogan 
Eleanor Johnston 
Robert Kinder  

William Macauley 
James McAmis 
Ellen (McBride) McBride 
Michael McBride 
John McCahon 
William McCahon 
Abigail (Abby) McCarty (Farrell)  
Mary McCarty 
William McCaughey 
Matilda McCaughey 
Catharine (Burns) McGuire 
Dennis McGuire 
James McKenna 
John James McNamara 
John Roche McNamara 
George McVey 
Barbara Morrow 
Elizabeth Morrow  
Thomas Morrow  
Isabella Mulholland 
Bridget Murphy 
Francis Murphy 
John Murphy 
Johanna Murphy 
Lawrence Murphy 
Martin Murphy 
Simon Murphy 
Terence Murtagh 
Eleanor Nixon 
Johanna (Hannah) Nolan  
Jane Reed 
Michael Ryan 
Margaret Scannell 
Ellen Sheridan 
Rebecca Smith 
Elizabeth Stewart 
James Sutton  
Thomas Taggart 
Andrew Taggart (2 Andrews) 
James Taggart and wife Mary 
John Taggart (2 Johns) 
James Toland 
Sarah Dougherty Toland 
James White  

 
Board of Directors, Staff, and Volunteers of The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 
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Ancestor Spotlight: Ellen McBride 

 

The story of Ellen (McBride) McBride presents an example of an 

Irish immigrant ancestor from a family that is a challenge to research 

because of the lack of Irish records and a family in which many peo-

ple have similar names and married people with the same sur-

names. 

 

Ellen McBride was born in August 1860, the daughter of Michael and 

Mary McBride of Cranford, Donegal. She had at least one brother, 

John and one sister, Bridget. John married Susan Lynagh and Brid-

get married James McGarvey.  

 

Several members of the family emigrated over the next 30 years. 

Ellen sailed to New York on the SS California and then traveled to 

Philadelphia. In 1885, she married Michael McBride. They lived at 

2606 Salmon Street, in the Port Richmond neighborhood. 

 

Their neighbors at 2608 Salmon Street, Michael McBride and his 

wife Winifred/Unity (McBride) McBride, were also relatives. The fami-

ly is a bit challenging to research because so many people have the same names and married other McBrides. 

Winifred/Unity was known as “Aunt Uni” and appears variously as either Winifred or Unity. 

 

Michael and Winifred/Unity McBride’s children were known to be the first cousins of Michael and Ellen’s children. A 

John McBride of the right age to be Ellen’s brother John is listed in the 1900 census with Michael as his brother. 

Winifred/Unity’s sister Anna McBride Reynolds was also a known relative. Both have parents listed as Patrick 

McBride and Catherine Wilhare on their death certificates. It is possible that this Michael was Ellen’s brother and 

that Winifred/Unity and Anna were siblings of Ellen’s husband Michael. Unfortunately, the relationships cannot be 

determined with certainty as both Michaels died before parents’ names were listed on death certificates in Pennsyl-

vania, both were born before civil registration and church records, and neither marriage record lists parents’ names. 

 

Another known branch of the family is that of James McBride, born in Cranford in 1885 to Patrick and Margery 

(McBride) McBride. Family said that he was a first cousin to Ellen and Michael’s children and that he was also relat-

ed to Michael and Winifred/Unity McBride’s family. Again, lack of records prevents determining relationships with 

certainty, so we must rely on other evidence. The Irish marriage record of James’ parents Patrick and Margery 

states that their fathers were both named Patrick McBride, which rules out either of his parents being a sibling of 

Ellen, whose father’s name was Michael. It is also not likely that his father was a brother of Ellen’s husband Mi-

chael, as Michael’s brother Patrick who died in 1894 was single. The only remaining possibility seems to be that 

James’ mother Margery was a sister of Ellen’s husband Michael. 

 

Over the next 10 years, Michael and Ellen had six children, but sadly saw much tragedy. Their first child, Michael, 

born in 1886, died when he was a “few minutes” old. Patrick, born March 10, 1892 died when he was 19 days old. 

Michael’s brother Patrick passed away in 1894. Three years later, Michael died of cirrhosis of the liver at age 37. 

Ellen wore long black dresses, customary for widows during this era, for the rest of her life. 
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Opportunities for women were few at the time and Ellen had four small children: Edward (age 9), Mary (age 8), Hugh 

(age 3), and Bridget (age 2). By then the family was living in a larger house at 2565 Salmon Street and Ellen began 

taking in boarders, a common way for people (but particularly widows and other women) to generate income. Living 

with the family in 1900 were Patrick O’Donnell, John McBride, Hugh Harkins, and James McFadden. All are common 

names in Donegal. Son Edward was employed as a glass worker at age 12, helping to support the family. 

 

Two years after Michael’s death, tragedy struck the family again when Mary, age 10, died. Ellen and Michael’s three 

children who survived to adulthood were Edward (born 1888), Hugh (born 1894), and Bridget (born 1895), who later 

changed her name to Catherine B. 

 

Edward barely survived to adulthood, dying at age 22 in 1910. The family story was that he was dressed up to go out 

and was assaulted by a group of boys and knocked under the water of a fire hydrant, but the official cause of death 

was aortic regurgitation and mitral regurgitation. His death greatly affected Ellen and the family, as might be ex-

pected.  

 

Ellen’s grandson William Lutz later noted that she used to “sign for immigrants to come over from Ireland.” There are 

several instances of passenger lists with people who list a Mrs. McBride at her address as their contact. 

 

By 1915, Ellen and her daughter Catherine had saved enough money to purchase a house at 2908 Cedar Street. 

Catherine married Albert Lutz, eight years her junior, in 1927. Ellen lived with Catherine and Albert and their children 

Catherine and William for the rest of her life. 

 

William Lutz remembered his grandmother teaching him to read by reading the Public Record newspaper with him. In 

later years, he noted that he was taught to read by a woman born in Ireland before the American Civil War. He also 

recalled that she could speak Irish as well as English. 

 

Ellen died in 1939 at the age of 79 and was buried at New Cathedral Cemetery in Philadelphia. In her will, she left her 

house and her possessions to her “beloved daughter Catherine.”  

 

 

 

 

Images: Ellen McBride, SS California. 

Image of Ellen McBride courtesy of Catherine Lutz Pleskunas 

Image of the ship California courtesy of the late William Lutz. The re-

verse has a handwritten note, “The ship I traveled on.” This might be the 

California built in 1907, rather than the ship on which Ellen emigrated in 

1880, which was probably the California built in 1872. 

~ Valerie-Anne Lutz, Secretary 
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How Many Generations Will the Glow Last? 

Over the last few hundred years, many, many immigrants have come to America from numer-

ous countries.  Ireland, Scotland, and the Scots-Irish area in Northern Ireland have certainly 

been well represented. My Murphy family, according to evidence found thus far, came to Phila-

delphia in 1816 on the ship Ceres from County Wexford, Ireland. John and Johanna appear to 

have been the parents of the others including Francis Murphy, my ancestor. Members of this 

family are found by 1830 in Falls Township, Bucks County, some remaining there and others 

moving around 1850 across the Delaware River to Trenton, NJ. They had already begun to ap-

pear in records of St John’s (Catholic) Church in Trenton in the early 1830s. Many Catholic 

Bucks County residents traveled across the river to that church for religious events like mar-

riages and christenings. Francis and his wife Bridgit Conlin had their children christened in that 

church. They and their children were among those who moved to Trenton to live around 1850. 

Francis and Bridgit (Conlin) Murphy had a son William who, in turn, had his own son William F. 

Murphy. The latter, with wife Gertrude Farrell Glenn, had a daughter Laura E. Murphy, my ma-

ternal grandmother. I was always told that Laura aka “Nan” often prepared colcannon for din-

ner. Colcannon, made with mashed potatoes and cabbage was a traditional Irish food. So, it 

seems, it survived as a favorite in my Murphy family through several generations (John, Fran-

cis, William, William F., Laura). 

Alas, they say, all good things must come to an end and that was true of colcannon for this 

Murphy family.   Laura’s children with husband Newell Earlin, begged their mother Laura to 

make their new favorite food – spaghetti and meatballs!   Apparently, Laura did her best but, 

according to the family story, ended up cooking enough spaghetti to feed an army and needed 

help with the sauce and meatball preparation.  She learned from that experience and from try-

ing recipes supplied to her by Italian friends and neighbors for meatballs and spaghetti sauce. 

Her children loved it.  I did, as well, since my mother used that final chosen recipe to make my 

favorite dinner – spaghetti and meatballs!  I own the recipe and this story. From time to time I 

make the meatballs and sauce and, while doing so, think of my Irish ancestors! 

 

Carol M. Sheaffer, President 
 
 

May you have the hindsight to know where you’ve been, 
the foresight to know where you are going, 

and the insight to know when you have gone too far. 
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Websites for Irish Genealogy 

Free websites 

National Archives of Ireland- https://genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/ 

Irishgenealogy.ie https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/  

National Library of Ireland- https://www.nli.ie/en/homepage.aspx 

General Register Office- https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a62251-general-register-office/?

referrer=https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/General-Register-Office.aspx 

PRONI- Public Record Office of Northern Ireland- https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni 

General Register Office (Northern Ireland)- https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/ 

FamilySearch Irish collections - https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/

location/1927084?region=Ireland 

Family Search Northern Ireland collections- https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/

location/1986326?region=Northern%20Ireland 

Representative Church Body Library- https://www.ireland.anglican.org/about/genealogy 

Ask About Ireland (Griffith's Valuation)-  http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/ 

Genealogical Society of Ireland- http://familyhistory.ie/wp/ 

North of Ireland Family History Society- https://www.nifhs.org/ 

GENUKI Ireland- https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl 

 

 

Paid subscription 

 

Ulster Historical Foundation- https://www.ancestryireland.com/ 

Ancestry's Ireland collections-  https://www.ancestry.com/search/places/europe/ireland/ 

Find My Past Ireland- https://www.findmypast.ie/ 

My Heritage Irish collections-  https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-Ireland/

ireland-genealogy-vital-records 

Roots Ireland- https://www.rootsireland.ie/  

Irish Ancestors- https://www.johngrenham.com/ 

Emerald Ancestors (Northern Ireland)- https://www.emeraldancestors.com/ 

Irish Newspaper Archives- https://www.irishnewsarchive.com/ 

 

~ Angie Indik, 2nd Vice President & Copy Editor 

https://genealogy.nationalarchives.ie/
https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/
https://www.nli.ie/en/homepage.aspx
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a62251-general-register-office/?referrer=https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/General-Register-Office.aspx
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a62251-general-register-office/?referrer=https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/General-Register-Office.aspx
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1927084?region=Ireland
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1927084?region=Ireland
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1986326?region=Northern%20Ireland
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1986326?region=Northern%20Ireland
https://www.ireland.anglican.org/about/genealogy
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/
http://familyhistory.ie/wp/
https://www.nifhs.org/
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl
https://www.ancestryireland.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/places/europe/ireland/
https://www.findmypast.ie/
https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-Ireland/ireland-genealogy-vital-records
https://www.myheritage.com/research/category-Ireland/ireland-genealogy-vital-records
https://www.rootsireland.ie/
https://www.johngrenham.com/
https://www.emeraldancestors.com/
https://www.irishnewsarchive.com/
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GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities at home, in the office or on location. 

Email at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org or call the office: 267.686.2296 

 

Newsletter Committee: Angie Indik, Nancy Janyszeski, Joseph Roby, Carol M. Sheaffer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GSP RESEARCH 

GSP does not offer phone consultations. We require that all research requests be in writing. 

Request Form – PDF Document 

Check the Research page on our website for additional information. https://genpa.org/research/  

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org 

The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to find great Pennsylvania 

research sources. https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

JOIN GSP 

mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
https://genpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/RESEARCH-REQUEST-FORM_2018-08-1.pdf
https://genpa.org/research/
mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=Research%20Request
https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/
https://genpa.org/membership-login/join/

