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A Message from the President….. 

Ah, the month of May has arrived and, with it, Mother’s 

Day and, with that, a reminder of the important role wom-

en have played in our ancestry. It can be challenging to 

learn about them. When the newspaper mentions Mr. 

James Smith and wife, who is “wife”?  She seems almost 

like an afterthought, an attachment to Mr. James Smith 

with no name!  Yet she did have a first name, a maiden 

name and parents, and siblings, and a life story to be 

constructed and preserved by her descendants.  She 

helped the family exist as a well-defined unit in a larger 

world. She fed, nourished, clothed and helped those en-

trusted to her care learn about life, relationships, and val-

ues.  She is the one, like all women in your family, who 

cherished the family, knew the family history and stories 

and passed all on to the next generation.  So, the lives of 

your mother, grandmothers, and great-grandmothers are 

well worth researching.  We owe them much thanks and 

for a great deal more than just the DNA they contributed! 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President 

GSP Executive Board 
President: Carol M. Sheaffer MD 

Vice-President: Nancy C Nelson 

Secretary: Valerie Lutz 
Treasurer: Nancy Janyszeski 
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Upcoming Events 

GSP May 2018 Events 

Beginning May 2018, there will be two lunch 

events each month – ROOTS and ROOTS 

FOCUS. Both are designed to allow 

researchers to discuss genealogy over brown 

bagging lunch. ROOTS will be an opportunity 

to discuss all questions with each other and 

share research, artifacts, photos and 

questions. ROOTS FOCUS will offer an 

opportunity to discuss a specific topic. 

Participants need to register in advance as 

space is limited and bring their own lunch.  

GSP will provide coffee, tea and dessert 

The following May 2018 events are held at the 

GSP offices. 

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 

2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111 

Philadelphia, PA 19116 -  
267.686.2296    gsp.deborah@gmail.com 

(Continued on page 2) 
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What are GSP Volunteers Up To?   

Enthusiastic and energetic, GSP Volunteers are working hard 

and making a difference. There are several digitization 

projects underway which, when completed, will be uploaded 

to the website for researchers to use. 

Tina Lamb has taken on digitizing The Berryman Collection, 

Mary Phelan and Doug Mondel have tackled the membership 

applications of early GSP Members, and Debbie Malinowski 

and Doug Mondel have been working on the huge Mulligan 

Funeral Home Record Collection. You will hear more about 

these collections when they are ready for use. You should 

know that The Berryman Collection contains transcribed 

records from many Pennsylvania Counties. 

Early in its history, GSP required those applying for 

membership to complete pedigree and family group records. 

Many applicants included family photos, copies of documents 

and more. In those days, one needed to have completed a lot 

of family research in order to join GSP.  Today people join 

GSP to order to start doing family research.  What a change 

over time! The Mulligan Funeral Home Records contain 

deeds, interment records, and correspondence.  On another 

front, Frank Straup, a new Board member, is indexing a book 

for GSP and organizing the GSP Storage rooms. Angie Indik, 

who works full-time and cannot come to the office, has been 

working from home creating county repository guides for our 

website. As you may know there are 67 counties in 

Pennsylvania, so her job is a big one, and we are so pleased 

that she has taken on this project. 

There are other projects available for volunteers like those 

above.  We need volunteers to help with newsletter articles, 

copying handouts, helping in the office with completion of 

merchandise and book orders, creating copies of books we 

print and sell, set-up refreshments for in house meetings and 

lectures.  There is always need for extra hands. So, we will 

find a volunteer job that fits your interests and schedule as 

well as helping GSP.  Let us know how you can help as a 

GSP Volunteer with an e-mail to me at president@genpa.org 

Carol M. Sheaffer, President  

15 May 2018 12 Noon-2 PM 

ROOTS: Bring Your Ancestor to Lunch 

An opportunity to meet over lunch with 

other researchers to discuss research 

questions, successes, frustrations, get new 

ideas, share ancestor photos and artifacts 

Led by Carol M. Sheaffer 

Bring your own Lunch, GSP will supply 

coffee/tea and dessert 

Registration:   GSP Members Free; GSP 

Non-Members $5 

24 May 2018    1 PM 

Lecture: DON’T FORGET THE LADIES – 

Finding and Identifying the Women in 

Your Past 

Nancy C. Nelson and Carol M. Sheaffer 

Registration: GSP Members $15;  

GSP Non-Members $20 

 29 May 2018   12 Noon-2 PM 

ROOTS FOCUS 

An opportunity to meet over lunch with 

other researchers and discuss a specific 

topic.  

Topic for May 2018: Researching Female 

Ancestors 

Led by Carol Sheaffer 

Bring your own Lunch, GSP will supply 

coffee/tea and dessert 

Registration:  GSP Members Free;  

GSP Non-Members $5 

(Continued from page 1) 

mailto:president@genpa.org?subject=Newsletter_Inquiry
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WHEN IS A NAME NOT A NAME? 

A cousin in East Tennessee was trying to 

trace a great-great uncle named Slater 

Thomas, Thomas being the surname. He 

also found him referred to as George 

Slater Thomas. Lonnie guessed that 

Slater was the mother’s or a 

grandparent’s surname, and so was trying 

to find evidence of a family in the area 

named Slater. He was not having any 

luck – until he spoke with an elderly aunt 

who told him that George had gone deaf, 

and while he could speak perfectly and be 

understood, he carried a slate so that 

people could communicate with him. 

There was another George Thomas in the 

family, and he was called “Slater” to 

distinguish him from his cousin. He was 

even recorded by that name in church 

and court records 

Nancy Nelson 

SHARED FAMILY HISTORY 

I found the Baptismal record for John 

McCANNEY, son of James and Madge 

McGLENSEY McCANNEY,  born 20 July 1846 

baptized 30 July 1846.  James and Madge 

McCANNEY, my second great-grandparents left 

County Tyrone, Ireland about 1845.  They left 

two sons with grandparents in Ireland, Thomas 

born 1843 and my great-grandfather James born 

1844. 

I am sure their intent was to have their sons 

brought to them in Philadelphia.  Tragedy struck!  

I found death certificates for Margary 

McCANNEY and John McCANNEY.  Margary 

died      1 August 1846 of fever___.  John died 15 

August 1846 of marasmus.  They were both 

buried at St. Augustine, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

James and Madge endured a horrible voyage 

from Ireland to Philadelphia, undoubtedly to 

escape death from the Great Hunger, only to 

have their family torn apart by death and 

separation. 

Thomas and James came to Philadelphia in 

1861.  I have never been able to find their father 

James in any records beyond 1850 census.  I 

like to think father and sons were reunited! 

Regards,    

Mary McCanney Finley 

Share  your family research story by emailing 

editor@genpa.org 

Q&A 

Do you have questions about Pennsylvania 

genealogy? We have answers! For example, 

we can answer questions such as “Where-

How can I find marriage license records?” or 

“When did Pennsylvania start recording birth 

certificates?” We’ll feature the question and 

answer in the newsletter. Submit your 

questions (not family specific research)  

to: editor@genpa.org  

mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
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Upcoming GSP Events - June and July 
https://genpa.org/events/ 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays –  12:00 –2:00 

Bring your Lunch to GSP 

JUNE 

DNA Basics –  

Thursday June 21st 6-8pm 

JULY 

Excel & Genealogy –  

Thursday June 21st   6-8pm 

DNA CORNER 

Genetic genealogy made the news again last week when the online service Gedmatch was 

used to catch a serial murderer. Gedmatch enables people to compare their DNA results with 

people who have tested from a variety of DNA services, including Ancestry, 23andMe, 

FamilyTreeDNA, and WeGene, and uploaded their results for comparison. Concerns have 

been raised over the use of these services by law enforcement and their impact on people's 

rights to informed consent and 4th amendment rights regarding search and seizure.  

These are legitimate concerns, of course, and people need to be aware of the impact of 

uploading their data to online services. However, many people feel that the benefits of these 

services outweigh any risks. Through genetic genealogical research, people are able to find 

family, work their way back in their family research to earlier generations based on shared 

matches, and learn more about their possible genetic heritage. 

Valerie Lutz, Treasurer 

https://genpa.org/events/
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania   

2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111 

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296  

gspnewsletter01@gmail.com  

GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities, at home, in the office or on location. 

  E-mail at gsp.deborah@gmail.com   or   editor@genpa.org    or    call the office    267-686-2296  

Newsletter Committee: Doug Mondel and Mary Ann Lubinsky  

 
Share your Research Story 

 

Briefly share amusing, touching, 

unusual, interesting or tragic stories 

you have unearthed in your family 

research - 

editor@genpa.org 

JOIN GSP 

GSP RESEARCH 

GSP does not offer phone consultations.  We require that all re-

search requests be in writing.  Request Form –   PDF Document  

Check the Research page on our website for additional infor-

mation. 

https://genpa.org/research/ 

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org 

The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer 

where to find some Pennsylvania research sources.   

https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/ 

mailto:gsp.deborah@gmail.com
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
https://genpa.org/membership-login/join/
https://genpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/RESEARCH-REQUESTFillin-FORM_2018-04-05.pdf
https://genpa.org/research/
mailto:INFO@GENPA.ORG?subject=Research%20Request%20-%20

