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 Newsletter of the Jackson Mississippi HOG Chapter #2496 

Director@jacksonmshog.com 

We have had a great start to our riding season.  

I hope everyone was able to check the Twisted Sisters off  

your bucket list.  I think we had a great time visiting San An-

tonio and all the tourist towns around Kerrville.   

We have a full calendar of  riding in May.   So Come out and join us.   

The Trail of  Honor is on the weekend of  the 20th.   If  you haven’t been, 

you might want to go.  This year or at the latest next year will be the last 

one.   So, if  you haven’t been, Go! 

During the month of  June I’m planning on having a cookout at my house. 

Dwight will lead a ride down to Prentiss, MS. for breakfast,  then ride 

back.  Around 2:00-3:00 Bryan Freeman said he will bring his Rankin Co. 

Barbecue Trailer to my house and smoke chicken, ribs and brisket.  I’ll 

pay for the meat but I’ll need everyone to bring a side.  BYOB!  I’ll let eve-

ryone know when I get a date nailed down.  

 

  We also will be finishing the ride schedule for the rest of  the year.  

So if  you have suggestions for rides, please let David Sessums, Dwight or 

me know.    Everyone have a great May and hope to see everyone soon! 

  

Rusty 
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Peggy Lockert 

April 11, 2023 

20 People Present 

Rusty Hilton welcomed everyone to meeting and asked if  any 

prayer request.  Prayer was given and pledge to flag. 

Kevin Lansford reported the group has $1,498.60 in the checking  

account.   

Tonight the 50/50 will be $28 for each. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

David Sessums  stated the Bike Night Out was at Dockery Grill on 

March 30.   

Weidermans in Meridian  was on April  1.   

The ride April 8 was canceled due to rain.  

Upcoming ride for April 15 – 22 is to Texas and expecting 16 

bikes. 

Bike Night Out will be April 25 at Cerami’s.   

Lake Tiak-O’khata will be April 29.   

The meeting for May will be May 9.   

May 13 will be to Greenville. 
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Secretary@jacksonmshog.com 

Dwight Williams stated everyone should check oil and tire pressure 

often and especially before a long trip. 

Sylvia Sessums stated we have 65 paid members. 

Angie Whittington stated the Ladies of  Harley outing will be May 16 

and details will be sent out per facebook page.    

She also stated the Christmas program will be December 2 at 

Jake’s Restaurant starting at 4:00 pm with dirty Santa being done 

first before the restaurant opens and we can order starting at 5:00 

pm. 

Debbie Windham stated she has spoken with Walk-Ons for Bike 

Night Out and they stated we can come but no one can be seated 

until everyone is present.  

20 questions this month will be Scott Singleton. 

The drawing was held and there being no other business, the group 

adjourned.      
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1.   Name/nickname, age - Scott Singleton 

2.   Job outside the HOG group—Vans Sporting Goods 

3.   What do you ride? Street Glide 

4.   How/why/when did you start riding? 8 Years old, Love of riding 

5.   What was your first bike? Qa50 

6.   How long have you been in the Jackson HOG group? 6 Years 

7.   What’s one of your favorite rides you’ve been on with the HOG       

group? Texas Hill Country Ride 

8. My favorite thing about being in the HOG group is 

   Great folks to ride with and are organized for the Rides .  

9.   Are you married? Kids? Grandkids? Pets? no Yes Yes No 

10.  I grew up in Florence 
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11.  Watching sports I ALWAYS root for New Orleans Saints.  

12.  Bet you didn’t know that I  

13.  Name one thing on your bucket list. Sturgis Rally 

14.  What’s something you would NEVER do? (i.e. skydiving, 

bungee jumping, etc.)  

15.  Other than riding, I spend time working (i.e. hunting, knit-

ting, horseback riding, etc.). 

16.  Favorite book and/or movie? Forest Gump 

17.  Tea is always in my fridge. 

18. If I could sit down and chat with one person (anyone), it 

would be Jesus. 

19. As a kid, I wanted to grow up to be a Airplane Pilot 

20. What extracurricular activities were you involved with in 

school (HS and/or College)?  Football 
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Headlady@jacksonmshog.com 

Angie 

 Time to start getting a count for the social May 16th at 

Stacey’s house.  

All the information is on the HOG calendar.  

Food being provided is Stacey- hamburgers, buns, and condiments, 

Sylvia- dessert, Peggy- cheeseball with triscuits, Kellie- pasta salad, 

Lynda- potato salad, Angie- tomatoes and cheese.   

We still need paper goods, drinks, chips, dips, baked beans, etc.  

This social is about Honoring our Veterans so please wear Red!  

See y’all soon!!!  
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David Sessums 

 Well, our first long ride of  the season is out of  the way.  The Texas 

Hill Country trip was a total success.  First of  all, our weather control of-

ficer, Scott, did an outstanding job.  We got about three drops of  rain at 

the staging area on Saturday, and then rode all the way to Jacksonville 

under increasingly clearing skies.  We had two days on the whole trip 

where we put our rain suits on early due to misting rain, but by 11:00 AM 

on both days, it was gone.  

 Sunday, we got up and made our way to Waco to visit the Texas 

Ranger Museum.  One thing I noticed is that Texas has a lot of  history, 

and has gone to some pains to preserve it.  The Texas Ranger Museum is 

a good example, tracing the history of  the Rangers from their genesis as 

light cavalry during the Texas war of  independence.  Today, they are the 

only state law enforcement agency whose existence is mandated in the 

state constitution.   

 Monday, we rode the Three Twisted Sisters.  Really excellent scenic 

motorcycle roads.  We also stopped at the motorcycle shop in Bandera 

which is really something to see.  Everything was going along fine and 

then King spotted a pair of  kangaroos under a tree!  You never know 

what you’ll see in Texas!  
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 Tuesday, we went over to Fredericksburg and had the best 

breakfast I’ve had in a long time!  The Old German Bakery served Ger-

man pancakes!  If  you’ve never had them, you’re missing a treat!  We 

had also intended to visit the National Museum of  the Pacific War in 

Fredericksburg, which is also the birthplace of  Admiral Chester Nimitz 

who was commander in chief  of  the Pacific Fleet during World War II. 

Sadly, it was closed that day.  So, we made our way over to Lucken-

bach, Texas!  We saw no sign of  Willie, and if  Waylon had showed up, 

I’d have been gone!  

 On Wednesday, we got up and rode to San Antonio where we vis-

ited the Alamo and the Riverwalk.  Again, Texas showed how much 

they care about their history.  The Alamo is well preserved and the dis-

plays and monuments around it tell the story of  the Alamo as well as 

that period of  Texas history.  The Riverwalk is a wonderful example of  

how a major city revitalized their downtown area with an attractive 

and functional area.  I still hate we didn’t get to explore the area where 

the dinosaur was!  

 Thursday, the forecast was for rain all day, so we decided to 

hang around the hotel and rest up.  However, when the morning ar-

rived, the rain didn’t.  So a few of  us rode back over to Fredericksburg 

and visited the war museum.  If  you ever get a chance to see it, go! 

One of  the finest and most informative museums I’ve ever seen.  That 

afternoon, we hung around the hotel and that night, the rain arrived! 

Boy did it!  We had thunder, lightening, rain and hail!  Scott let Mother 

Nature get it all out of  her system.  

David Sessums 
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 Friday, we divided up into two groups.  Some of  the members, 

mostly the ladies, wanted to see Magnolia Market in Waco, so I led that 

group while David Basye took the ones who had no interest in Magno-

lia on to the Harley Shop there.  We also made a stop by the Harley 

Shop and then went on to the hotel in Jacksonville for our final night 

on the road.  

 Saturday was a 350 mile ride back home, and it went well.  Well, 

except for fun with trailers. The main thing is that everyone made the 

ride safely and brought the trip to a good end.  Our final stop on the 

road was the Harley Shop in Monroe.  

 For me, a couple of  things were reinforced on this trip.  These 

are things that we’ve all known for years, but sometimes, we forget in 

the name of  expedience.  

  First off, always break large groups up into smaller groups.  

Make sure the leaders of  both groups know where the ride will end up 

that day.  When you try to take a group of  15 bikes through a town with 

traffic lights, some of  the group, usually including the poor sweep, will 

invariably get caught at the traffic lights.  Then you have the problem 

of  trying to get back together.  Having two smaller groups is much 

easier.  I think the group that went with me to Waco will agree!  

David Sessums 
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 David Sessums 

 Second thing is, when we stop for gas, if  anyone buys gas, every-

one buys gas.  If  I’m leading the group, the only way I have to estimate 

how the group is doing on gas is by how I’m doing.  Of  course, I know 

that the trikes use a little more than me, and Rusty uses a lot more than 

me, but generally, if  I have half  a tank left, I can figure that everyone else 

has enough to make the next fuel station.  On secondary roads in Texas, 

there is often a significant distance between gas stations. I guess that’s 

because everyone has an oil well in their front yard, but if  you’re passing 

through, it can be nerve wracking!  

 Finally, if  it’s raining or if  the pavement is wet, be gentle in your 

control inputs.  We were pulling away from a stop light and I forgot how 

torquey that dang 114 M8 is, and my rear wheel broke loose and tried to 

step to the side.  I caught it, but it reminded me how quickly things can 

go south if  you’re not watching yourself.  You guys on the new bikes with 

the RDRS traction control system don’t have that to worry about!  

 All in all, I thought it was a great trip and I hope everyone enjoyed it 

as much as I did! 

 I read a series of  three books lately by the same author.  They are 

Motorcycle Smarts, Motorcycle Dream trip and Motorcycle Hacks. They 

were written by David Mixson who was an engineer for NASA.  He and a 

friend rode their bikes from Alabama to Alaska and back.  He has dis-

tilled the causes of  most motorcycle accidents not involving another ve-

hicle down two the basic causes, and then shows how they can be great-

ly reduced.  One of  the things he put in one of  his books is called the Mo-

torcycle Smarts Creed.  I reprinted it here because there’s a lot of  good 

stuff  in it.  
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 David Sessums 

The Motorcycle Smarts Creed 

 

 I will only ride my motorcycle on this day if  my mind 

is clear, my body is rested and my soul is undistracted. 

 Today, I will focus on improving my riding skills. I 

will practice doing what I do well and what I don’t do 

well.  

 I will ride defensively and assume others don’t see 

me.  

 I will watch closely for distracted drivers and give 

them extra space.  

 I will position myself  so others can see me and ride 

at a comfortable pace, even if  this means I arrive at my 

destination a few minutes late.  

 I will represent the motorcycling community to the 

best of  my abilities. I will wave to every motorcyclist, re-

gardless of  what they’re riding. 

 I will stay focused on the tasks before me. I will re-

main patient and expect nothing from the drivers around 

me. If  someone does something stupid, I will not blow a 
fuse, make a hand gesture or yell inside my helmet.  
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David 

Roadcaptain@jacksonmshog.com 

 I will notice the beauty of  nature around me.  

I will appreciate the smells of  changing seasons and 

the uniqueness of  every cloud.  

I will enjoy the warmth of  the sun shining on me and 

the different shades of  green Mother Nature has 

painted for me.  

 And when my ride is done, and my thoughts are 

clear, I will document today in my journal-the good, 

the bad and the silent thoughts that pop into my 

head only when I ride.  

Because today is a special day.  

 

 Now, you may not agree with all of  that.  I struggle with the 

blowing the fuse thing sometimes, and I’m sure not much at keeping 

a journal!   But a lot of  what is included in there are some of  the 

basic reasons we all ride.  At any rate, there it is for your considera-

tion.  Everyone stay safe and I’ll see you on the road!  



                                                                                  

  

   

 May, 2023 17 

JACKSON, MS  HOG  #2496 

 
 

 Clois Hill 

 You will also ways hear that the best advice is to not ride in 

the rain.  But we all know that there are going to be situations 

that will require us to ride in the rain.  So, like it are not, let's 

deal with riding in the rain.  They keys to doing it safely are 

management of  three highly variable factors: traction, visibility 

and comfort. 

 Traction 

One of  the most overlooked improvements in the world of  
motorcycles over the years is the performance and quality of  
the tires on which we depend.  Today’s touring tires are mar-
vels at accommodating all the various surface, high-mileage, 
intense-heat, and wet-road conditions that we’re continually 
up against.  Despite all this, they still can’t give you the same 
degree of  traction and confidence on a wet road as they can 
on a dry one.  How you deal with this difference will deter-
mine your success in the wet. 
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Clois Hill • Safety Officer 

 Rule Number One is, simply, slow down.  Generally, your 
braking distance is increased on wet roadways.  A lower 
speed will help offset this, plus it reduces your lean angle in 
turns, which is where wet-road problems often pop up. 

 

 Which leads to Rule Number Two: keep it upright.  Now 
don’t get silly on me here.  I’m not saying that you slow to the 
point where turns are taken at a parade pace, but keep in mind 
the more upright you are, the more weight that is applied per-
pendicular to mother road, thus increasing the amount of  trac-
tion available to you.  Avoid last-second turns and unneces-
sary swerves. 

 

 Rule Number Three in wrestling with the wet is, read the 
road.  The worst rains of  the season are the first ones.  As the 
oily scum has yet to have been washed off, the surface can be 
particularly treacherous, all the more so at stop signs, toll-
booths and in parking lots as these locations are often large 
drip pans for leaky cars.  Subsequent rains serve to wash the 
surface a bit affording improved traction, but rules number 
one and number two still apply. 
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Clois Hill • Safety Officer 

 Watch carefully for standing water, those nasty pools that 
can lead to hydroplaning, which occurs when a layer of  water 
sandwiches between your front tire and the road, resulting in 
zero traction.  Reducing your speed reduces this possibility. 
(Are we noticing a thread here? Slower is better in the wet.) 
Rain also has the bad habit of  spreading gravel and dirt 
around where you least enjoy it; watch for this stuff, particu-
larly in rural areas.  The best strategy is to assume that every 
turn is dirty, and ride accordingly. 

Visibility 

 If  the rain you’re riding in is overpowering the windshield 
wipers of  passing cars and causing bow waves to form, stop, 
as the only view you’ll have is a very distorted one through a 
sheet of  water.  Get safely off  the road and wait it out.  The 
most common visibility problem is one of  a fogged face shield 
and/or glasses.  The cause of  this is, simply, the difference in 
temperature between the outside air and the inside of  your 
helmet.  Your body is a 98-degree heater.  Ride in, say, 45-
degree weather and that 53-degree difference can mean in-
stant fog.  Usually this problem is at its worst when you first 
start off  because the air is still.  Get moving and the airflow 
will usually dissipate the fog.  However, that time between still 
and moving can be dangerous.  Combat this problem by using 
any of  the various anti-fog solutions on the market (be sure to 
also treat the lenses of  your glasses), leaving your face shield 
slightly open until you’re moving, and waiting till the last mo-
ment to put on your helmet. 
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Clois Hill • Safety Officer 

Comfort 

 

 Anything that distracts you is potentially dangerous.  In 
rain conditions that distraction often takes the form of  a trick-
le of  cold water that leaks past your collar, chilling your whole 
body.  Make sure that your rain gear fits properly and is in 
good shape.  Cold is a huge distraction and, carried to its ex-
treme, can cause hypothermia that dulls the senses and slows 
your reaction time.  Finding the right combination of  rain gear, 
including a warm jacket and proper pants, boots and gloves 
can be a hit-or-miss process that requires a bit of  experience.  
Finding out that you’ve made a wardrobe mistake when the 
rain starts to fall is not fun.  Road test your full cold/wet weath-
er gear for fit and comfort in the sun. 

 

 Properly managing these three factors allows you to con-
centrate on the road and appreciate the fact that you’ve add-
ed another skill set to your riding.  That’s when it really be-
comes an enjoyable, rewarding experience. 
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Clois Hill • Safety Officer 

Pro Tips 

1. Choose a rain suit that incorporates a breathable mem-
brane such as Gore-Tex, Reissa, Hipora or similar material. 

2. Pack your rain suit on top, not at the bottom of  your sad-
dlebag. 

3. Watch windshield wipers of  oncoming cars to see if  it’s 
raining ahead. 

4. Put your rain gear on before the rain starts. 

5. Wear bright colors for increased visibility to others. 

6. Transfer wallet, keys, and other essentials to waterproof  
outside pockets. 

7. Your windshield should be low enough to look over, not 
just through. 

8. Use four-way flashers in heavy rain or fog. 

9. Increase your following distance, and watch for tailgat-
ers. 

10. Avoid standing water as it can hide potholes and debris. 
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Safety@jacksonmshog.com 

Clois 

 

11. Check tire pressures periodically. Underinflated tires are 
more likely to hydroplane. 

12. Tap rear brake in advance of  normal braking distance to 
alert followers. 

13. Gently apply brakes periodically to wipe rotors of  water/
mud/debris. 

14. Watch out for painted lines, arrows, etc. as they can be par-
ticularly slippery. 

15. After the ride, don’t pack your rain gear away until after it’s 
dry. 
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Thank you  

to Earl  

and all the staff  

@ 

Harley-Davidson  

Of Jackson 

for all of your support. 
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JACKSON HOG CHAPTER #2496 OFFICERS 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

CHAPTER MANAGER 

Jimmy Nelson BRIAN FREEMAN 

SPONSOR 

Earl Rottman 

hdmanager@jacksonmshog.com OWNER 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

TREASURER 

Kevin Langford 

treasurer@jacksonmshog.com 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

membership@jacksonmshog.com 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 

ASSISTANT-DIRECTOR 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

roadcaptain@jacksonmshog.com 

David Sessums 

HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN 

adirector@jacksonmshog.com director@jacksonmshog.com 

DIRECTOR 

Rusty Hilton 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

secretary@jacksonmshog.com 

SECRETARY 

Peggy Lockert Sylvia Sessums 

Dwight Williams 
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JACKSON HOG CHAPTER #2496 OFFICERS 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

webmaster@jacksonmshog.com 

WEBMASTER 

Richard Courtney 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

headlady@jacksonmshog.com 

LADIES OF HARLEY OFFICER 

Angie Whittington 

BRIAN FREEMAN 

editor@jacksonmshog.com 

EDITOR 

Steve Phelps 

safety@jacksonmshog.com 

SAFETY OFFICER 

Clois Hill 

chaplin@jacksonmshog.com 

CHAPLAIN 

Desiree Hilton 
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Held at the Harley Davidson dealership.  

Meet and greet starts at 6:00 PM.  

Chapter meeting starts at 6:30 PM.  
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