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MINUTES 

October 17, 2021 

Hybrid Workshop of the Board of Supervisors (Zoom ID was advertised in advance in the 

Pike County Dispatch) 

560 Route 6 & 209 

6:30 p.m. 

 

2023 Budget: In reply to Rachel’s inquiry, Gary said that Mr. Johnson was paid in May 

because he covered for Harvey’s absence. Rachel said that the “labor” item was broken into three 

categories, “Highway Labor”, Highway Machines Labor”, and “snow labor”, and she had asked 

Shahana to check if those were DCED chart of accounts numbers. It would be easier for 

everybody if those items are consolidated. The Solicitor added that DCED chart of accounts is 

very broad, and the accountant may not have a problem with consolidating that. Rachel added 

that keeping the snow labor separate makes sense, as this item fluctuates a lot. Gary added that 

the road crew is already getting ready with the plows, and that could be put under the snow labor 

line item. Rachel added that there is a problem with the QuickBook, Harvey’s salary was being 

entered as general journal, and then split in half between the two categories of “Highway Labor” 

and Highway Machines Labor”. The budgets are not equal in those two line items, and that’s 

why the “Highway Machines Labor” item has become overbudget. Gary said that Harvey’s pay 

for January, February, and March should be all snow removal, as he plows the snow and gets the 

equipment ready to go back out again. Penney added that the road crew probably works on 

getting ready for the snow removal. Rachel said that the salt line item was increased by $10,000, 

as the rate in the bid of the current year was higher, and that puts the budget under a lot of 

pressure. Gary added that antiskid is needed, and the cost of diesel fuels had doubled. 

Rachel said that there is a tremendous pressure on the 2023 budget to pay for the new 

truck. She added that the Borough’s LSA application was approved after a year, and DCED may 

not provide the letter of no prejudice, as the grant, which was applied for six months ago, hadn’t 

been approved for this Township yet. She further added that shopping needs to be done, and she 

could check with DCED if another program of $50,000 max with a 2% rate is available. The 

Solicitor added that for the worst-case scenario, a tax increase could be done particularly for the 

debt service line item. Penney added that the price of the truck would go up again. Rachel added 

that the other option is to lease the Mack, and that would be for five years, but then it won’t be 

owned at the end. Gary added that Liquid Fuels money could be put in, and Rachel asked Gary to 

confirm with PennDOT if that could be done when it’s a lease and what was the maximum 

amount of liquid fuels money that we could use for the truck. The Solicitor added that one of the 

municipalities had leased for five years with Penn Security, which is their local bank, and the 

next day they owned it. He added that the other option is to put a deposit, and then to do a 

onetime debt service tax. Rachel added that the residents appreciate the road conditions, while 

the taxes are kept at a reasonable level.  

With regard to sending Mr. Cozza to the DEP/Conservation District Meeting, the 

Solicitor said that the land development for the warehouse is not in front of the Board yet, and 

money shouldn’t be spent at such a preliminary stage of the project.  

In reply to the inquiry about the extension of Charles and Celeste O’Neil Subdivision 

from the Solicitor, Mr. Rinaldi said that they were still waiting for the Borough to make a 

decision. The Solicitor said that the phrase “for recording purposes only” would need to be added 

to the plan for this extension of time for recording.  
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The Solicitor said that he had reviewed the deed for the Econo-Pak lot consolidation, and 

it was fine. Mr. Fuller said that Econo-Pak holds weekly meetings that he attends, he has all the 

history, and he would get more involved in finishing up the Developers Agreement.  

 

MINUTES 

October 17, 2021 

Hybrid Meeting of the Board of Supervisors (Zoom meeting ID was advertised in advance 

in the Pike County Dispatch) 

560 Route 6 & 209 

7:00 p.m. 

 

A scheduled meeting of Milford Township Supervisors was called to order at 7 P.M. by 

Chairperson Penney Luhrs. Also present were Vice Chairperson Rachel Hendricks, Supervisor 

Gary M. Williams, Solicitor Anthony Magnotta, and Secretary/Treasurer Shahana Shamim.  

Gary made a motion to approve the revised minutes of the previous meeting, Rachel 

seconded, and it passed unanimously.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Shahana reported that since the last meeting she had received $370 from Zoning, 

$7,312.27 from R.E. Transfer Taxes, $2,796.29 from Pike County Tax Claim Bureau, and 

$6,000.16 was directly deposited onto the PLGIT General Account for the Winter Agreement. 

She also reported the financial institution account balances as $236,757.68, $150,619.44, 

$21,735.10, $22,615.11, $32,832.19, and $125,276.22 in Wayne Bank (Investment), Wayne 

Bank (General), Wayne Bank (Payroll), NBT Bank, PLGIT (General), and PLGIT (Liquid Fuels) 

accounts respectively.  

 

Roadmaster:  
 Mr. Williams, the Roadmaster, said that the after the last meeting, the road crews had 

patched the holes in the dirt portion by the Lily Pond. The spring in the F750 truck, which has to 

be ready for the snow season, was broken, and fortunately there were springs in stock in 

Scranton. Thus, it was repaired, and it cost $2,000. The generator did not start when the power 

went off, Pike County Generator was called, and they found a problem with the carburetor. They 

adjusted the valves, and they recommended changing the battery, which was placed in 2016. The 

road crews replaced the battery, it cost $68, and the service cost was about $300. The thermostat, 

which had been there since the garage was built, needed to be replaced, so Gary had installed and 

automated one. It is set to lower the temperature to 58 degrees, and bring it back up to 68 at five 

every morning to save money. Rachel added that roadcrews sometimes work overnight in the 

Winter season and would need to be able to adjust the temperature on those occasions. 

 

Public Participation #1: 

 None 

   

Secretary’s Report: 
Shahana presented various correspondences received, including from the Solicitor, 

PIRMA, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury, United Way, Rinaldi Land Surveying, HRG, Pike 

County Tax Administration, and John Fuller. 
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Old Business:  
a. Act 537 Plan: Penney said that Mr. Roberts from HRG had called her, and she had 

told him that an informational meeting is needed. She made a motion for herself, Rachel, and any 

Planning Board Members to attend the Zoom meeting of October 19 at 5:00 P.M. with HRG, 

Gary seconded, and it passed unanimously.  

b. Econo-Pak - Developers Agreement & Lot Consolidation Application: The 

Solicitor said that him and Mr. Fuller are in agreement that a lot of work needs to be done on the 

Developers Agreement, as multiple items are missing. He continued that the variance that was 

granted for DOT RED, LLC. was conditioned on the building façade and the front of the 

building, and he asked Mr. Fuller to explain it to Mr. Coon, who was probably not aware of this 

variance. The lot consolidation is okay, and the Engineering and County comments were 

incorporated. The last page of the deed stated that it would have to be recorded in 190 days, 

which should be changed to 90 days. Rachel made a motion to table the developers agreement, 

Penney seconded, and it passed unanimously. Rachel confirmed with the Solicitor that there 

were no conditions left that was not met, and she made a motion to approve this lot 

consolidation. Gary seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

c. Charles and Celeste O’Neil Lot Improvement - Extension for Recording: Chris 

Rinaldi said that they were on hold until the Borough officially vacates the roadways, and hence 

he was requesting a 90-day extension. The Solicitor said that the maps that were signed were 

dated, and hence, those would need to be signed again, as the County Planning won’t stamp if it 

is 90 days beyond the Township’s approval, and the recorder won’t take them. He asked to add a 

reapproval signature box in the map for recording purposes only, and they would have another 

90 days from that reapproval. Rachel made a motion to approve a 90-day extension for recording 

purposes, Penney seconded, and it passed unanimously.   

d. Budget proposal for 2023: Rachel said that this item was discussed during the 

workshop, and a lot more work needs to be done on it. She made a motion to table this item at 

the next meeting, Gary seconded, and it passed unanimously. 

e. National Land Developers  

- advertisement of the continuation date of the Variance Hearing: Rachel said 

that the Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB) cannot spend money, and that ability needed to be 

given to them. She made a motion to give the ZHB permission to spend funds to 

advertise the new date for the continued variance hearing, Gary seconded, and it passed 

unanimously. She added that the new date is November 10
th

. Mr. Stroyan added that the 

ZHB decided to continue the Hearing because the applicant did not notify the neighbors 

about this Hearing, and the concerning part of this continuation is that the actual Hearing 

might be placed during the Christmas time. Rachel said that the ZHB gets 45 days to 

make their decision, and it was discussed at one of the earlier meetings that this Hearing 

won’t be held during the holiday time. She added that if the ZHB doesn’t make a decision 

on November 10
th

, then they would have to reconvene at a later date to make a decision, 

but they won’t have to take testimony, which they would have already taken. The 

Solicitor added that they can deliberate that night, and then announce the decision later. 

Rachel clarified that the ZHB won’t meet again before November 10
th

 to vote for 

advertising that extended date of the Hearing. The Solicitor added that the purpose 

opening the meeting and announcing a continuation date is that there is no legal 

requirement to advertise that new date. Rachel added that Kevin’s point was that the 
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meeting was over in five minutes and hence it’s not fair to the public. It was agreed that 

this legal advertisement would be placed to notify the public. 

- Lou Cozza to the DEP/Conservation District Meeting 8: Penney said that 

money doesn’t need to be spent on something that is at a very preliminary stage. Rachel 

asked Shahana to inform Mr. Cozza that he won’t have to attend this meeting. 

New Business:  
a. Chair Donation – Mary Gaynor: Rachel said that this request is actually for a 

memorial bench, and Shahana added that Ms. Gaynor was looking for some places, such as 

gardens, to place a bench in her parents’ memory. The Solicitor said that there is a plastic 

recycling program in Jefferson Township in Lackawanna County, they make benches out of 

recycled plastics, and they already have seven of them. The company puts the donation areas in 

that township. They make a bench when it reaches a certain amount, and they give it to the 

Township.  

 

Public Participation #2:  
 

Mr. Stroyan asked what the status about the Wednesday’s meeting with HRG was. 

Penney replied that it would be informational only, it’s open to the Planning Commission and the 

Board of Supervisors, and it would be via Zoom. She added that questions could be asked also. 

Mr. Stroyan said that some questions were sent to Milford Water Authority (MWA), those 

needed to be asked at Wednesday’s meeting, and he asked if MWA had sent any replies to those 

questions yet. Rachel said that Mr. Roberts had told her that the contents of Act 537 Plan are not 

related to the Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA). She asked who drove that bus in the direction, 

which is not this Township’s intention. Penney added that this Township being just the 

transmission line is fine, but the option for the residents to hookup is still questionable. Rachel 

added that blocking this Township is bad for them, and that this Township had been consistent 

about it. The Solicitor added that the latest version of the Act 537 Plan still has the initial 

language, which state that this Township won’t have a mandatory hookup ordinance, and if 

somebody wants to hookup, then they will have to comply with all appropriate rules, regulations, 

and land development. Rachel added that those properties would spend their own money to 

connect, a sufficient volume of people is needed to make it cost effective, and this Township 

does not feel that need. Conversely, the system has a capacity and using it up with unnecessary 

connections makes the future growth more difficult. The Solicitor added that the line is coming 

down the three-lane, and hence, there will only be commercial properties, and no residentials. 

Rachel disagreed, and she said that there are some residential properties across the street with the 

potential to hook up.  

Mr. Stroyan said that there has been a lot of new residential developments in Westfall 

Township, he inquired if those were added to the calculation, and Rachel added that a nursing 

home was also added the previous year. She asked what the response of “the other Municipalities 

not being on the docket” from DRBC meant. The Solicitor replied that a sewer plant, which 

serves a municipality or an authority acting for a municipality, has a service area that it serves. 

He continued that a docket is the DRBC’s version of permit, whereas the DEP issues the NPDES 

permit for the discharge. The response from DRBC was that Milford East, Milford West, North, 

South and Matamoras are not included in that service area. Rachel added that that implies that 

they have to file a new permit application, and that leads to the question of whether HRG’s scope 

of work included amending that docket from DRBC. Mr. Stroyan said that the 2017 letter from 
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DRBC also had clearly stated that Westfall Municipal Authority should have clearance letters for 

any developments that have been done since that docket, and he asked if those clearance letters 

existed. The Solicitor replied that those clearances are quite similar to permits, and when they 

approve the land development, they send applications to DEP and DRBC. Mr. Stroyan said that 

such developments should have created a definite increase in the solids, and there should be a 

threshold that the M & S Plant can handle. Rachel added that that’s a valid point, as the solids 

will be significantly increased when several entire Municipalities will be added, and some 

potential development would be added also. The Solicitor replied that the Westfall Authority 

each month has to electronically file the BOD, CBOD, including how they handle the solids, and 

those are all public records, which are on the DEP website. 

 

Executive Session: 

 None  

 

There was no other business to discuss. Rachel made a motion to pay the bills and 

adjourn, Gary seconded, and it passed unanimously. Adjournment was at 7:40 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Shahana Shamim  

Secretary/Treasurer 

 


