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Following a talk by Connecticut garden writer Suzanne Staubach 
highlighting her recent book: An Illustrated Guide to the Elements 
of the Garden, a member of the audience asked Staubach which 
of the features described in the text she most wanted to add to 
her own garden. Staubach surprised the audience by replying: "A 
gypsy wagon!" Despite Suzanne's enthusiastic declaration that the 
structure would serve as an ideal four-season room for her garden, 
her text, tucked into a chapter entitled "The Embellished Retreat," 
describes only traditional forms of the Romani conveyance, also 
known as a caravan or vardo. 

Without intending to launch a trend in garden accoutrements, 
Roald Dahl, renowned author of children's books including 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and James and the Giant Peach, 
acquired an authentic Romani caravan. Installed on the property 
Dahl and his first wife, American actress Patricia Neal, purchased 
at Great Missenden in England, the wagon served primarily as a 
playhouse for their children rather than an adult garden retreat. 
The protagonist of Danny The Champion of the World, Dahl's 
1975 release, lives in a similar wagon with his father. Roald 
and Patricia first dubbed their cottage Little Whitefield, but 
subsequently renamed it "Gipsy House."

Describing the acquisition and use of the caravan, Donald 
Sturrock writes in Storyteller: The Authorized biography of Roald 
Dahl: "Nearby a traditional gypsy caravan loitered among the trees 

in gaily painted splendor. Alfhild [Dahl's sister] and Leslie had 
originally bought it, with some of Charles Marsh's PFW money, 
for Bert Edmunds, a neighbor of theirs who had fallen on hard 
times and had nowhere to live. When Edmunds died, they sold it 
to Roald. Now it served only as a playhouse for the children, who 
ran naked around it on the long summer days, but also a private 
tribute to that Romani ideal which continued to inspire him."

Dahl had a separate hut built to secure his privacy when 
writing. Realizing he needed a place to work apart from the 
noisy chatter of his children, Dahl traveled to Wales to inspect 
the structure Dylan Thomas called his "word-splashed hut." Wally 
Saunders, the friendly giant-sized man immortalized in The BFG, 
constructed a faithful replica. Lucy Ballinger quotes Dahl's second 
wife Felicity Crosland in a BBC program aired September 14, 
2016: " 'He built it exactly to the same proportions as Dylan's 
hut, the same roof, one skin of brick. Of course, Dylan's was a 
garage originally, whereas Roald had nothing, it was an empty 
space that he built on.' "

The garden itself, rather than the caravan or the hut gave 
Dahl the kind of retreat he needed to restore his spirit. In The 
Writer's Garden, Jackie Bennett explains: "Whenever he was tired 
or disillusioned with the literary world, Roald would turn to the 
garden. After finishing Danny, he gardened non-stop for nine 
months. And, after receiving criticism for his work, he would 

continued on page 4
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Imaginative American-crafted Sedar Ayres 
Romani-inspired wagons easily fit into a  
garden setting or travel as mobile homes.
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Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

 
Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $55
Family .................................................... $75
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $50
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $70
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of the CTHort  Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2021

Bartlett Arboretum
Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery

The Garden Barn Nursery
Go Organic LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

President’s Letter 
Live Nests and Live Talks

Dear Members

Our gardens start to wane with the ebbing of 
daylight hours but continued blooms of Dahlias, 
Monkshood, Zinnias, Asters and Montauk Daisies 
still delight me in my yard in the autumn. I love the 
month of October, especially after a particularly 
humid summer. I have been watching a busy 
white-faced hornets’ nest outside my second-story 
window: this time of year, there is a big push for 
these creatures, which are actually wasps, to get 
their work completed. This nest is such a work of 
art; looking at the bands of colors it reminds me of 
sedimentary rock. 

The live meetings have resumed with a great 
beginning; listening to Bill Noble’s lecture inspiring 
us all to look for the spirit of place in each of our 
own properties. I am so pleased to have our CT 
Hort lectures offered both live and online. If you 
are uncertain about attending in person, please be 
aware that masks are required until further notice. 

Many of you took advantage of the garden tour hosted by Dick and Sue Kaminski.  
Their unique property is a feast for the senses. Your donations at this tour funded 
scholarships. A big thank you to Dick and Sue for sharing their beautiful gardens with us! 

Our October speaker is Gordon Hayward, presenting on Garden Rooms.  
If you have a photo to include, please send to Mary Anna at office@cthort.org ASAP. 
As is tradition, we are having our annual Bulb Sale to benefit scholarships live at the 
October 21 meeting at the Synagogue. We thank Cheryl Whalen and White Flower 
Farm for their generosity. 
Warmly,
Cheryl Marino

Hornets nests are works of art, 
despite the danger of being stung. 
Cheryl has been fascinated by how 
quickly they are trying to get their 
job done. 

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
mailto:office%40cthort.org?subject=
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Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, please 
take a moment to tell us what you thought 
of the presenter. Your candid feedback helps 
us to arrange for speakers that will hold 
your interest. Take the six-question survey 
on our website – cthort.org. Click on the 
survey icon found on any page then chose 
the speaker you want to rate. Thank you for 
your feedback.

Garden Rooms – Inspirations & Ideas
With Gordon Hayward
Thursday, October 21 – 7 p.m.  
Emanuel Synagogue Auditorium, West Hartford  

We are thrilled to be hosting nationally recognized garden 
writer and lecturer Gordon Hayward. His presentation will 
include a discussion about the garden rooms that he and his wife 
have on their property as well as others he has designed across 
the country. With this real-life cross-section of photos, Mr. 
Hayward will explore the principles behind the garden room 
in a way that will encourage listeners to create their own rooms. 
Our members have also shared photos of their own garden 
rooms and Gordon will discuss these in his presentation as well. 

Mr. Hayward has been designing gardens professionally 
from his home in southern Vermont since 1985, with 
particular emphasis on gardens in the Northeast. He wrote 

for Horticulture Magazine for 25 years and lectured with the 
magazine on nine multi-city lecture tours with four other 
designers across America. 

He and his wife Mary, who grew up in the North Cotswold 
Hills of England, have been developing a 1 ½-acre garden 
around their 220-year-old farmhouse in southern Vermont 
for the past thirty-five years. Their garden is registered in the 
searchable Archives of American Gardens at The Smithsonian 
Institution. It has also been the subject of articles in such 
magazines such as Fine Gardening, Horticulture, Martha 
Stewart Living. 

Gordon Hayward

We look forward to seeing you IN PERSON at the Emanuel Synagogue Auditorium  
in October or join us virtually with Zoom.

We’re delighted to carry on our 
tradition of selling bulbs at the 
October 21 speaker meeting at 
Emanuel Synagogue! This year, the 
sale of bulbs will go towards our 
scholarship efforts.  A very special 
thank you to White Flower Farm for 
their generous donation of bulbs for 
our sale. 

Save the Date for the Bulb Sale! 
October 21

We’re delighted to welcome Aiden Usher and Elizabeth Grimaldi 
to our October speaker meeting. They are the recipients of the 
Connecticut Horticultural Society Richard Jaynes Scholarship and 
the Connecticut Horticultural Society Scholarship, respectively, 
at Naugatuck Valley Community College. Please say hello and 
congratulations when you come to the meeting.

http://cthort.org
http://Archives of American Gardens at The Smithsonian Institution
http://Archives of American Gardens at The Smithsonian Institution
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just immerse himself in cultivating his orchids until he felt more 
like writing again."

Romani tradition insists a deceased individual's wagon is 
bad luck and should be burned. Sales of genuine Roma wagons 
are all but nonexistent. Great Britain has an active market for 
reproduction caravans as vacation rentals. Wanderlust's traditional 
horse-drawn gypsy caravans (www.wanderlust.co.uk), take 
travelers from place to place through Cumbria visiting quiet 
villages each day and camping in secluded meadows overnight. 
American companies offering Romani-inspired wagons often 
have background stories as colorful as the caravans they create.

Fascinated by genuine wagons he saw as an exchange student 
in the 1990s, Ryan Perritt, a 2004 graduate of Michigan Institute 
of Aeronautics, constructed his first replica using aircraft design 
principles to interpret photographs and paint chips supplied 
by friends in Great Britain. He named the Michigan company 
he founded in 2016 Bateman Gypsy Wagons, honoring his 
grandfather who taught him carpentry and cabinetry skills 
as a child. Perritt's dedication to building authentic replicas 
proved challenging. He relates, "I am not of Roma heritage, I'm 
a 'Gonja' -- an outsider, and individuals are not very willing on 
sharing building and paint techniques and trade skills." Yielding 
to pressure to serve the American market, he creates exquisitely 
detailed towable custom wagons that permit customers to furnish 
their own interiors. Quite a few, he notes, use the wagons as garden 
offices and guest accommodations. See the authentic design 
elements he has researched as well as his open floor plan wagons 
at www.batemangypsywagonco.com.

Given the romantic story behind the establishment of Sedar 
Ayres Wagon Company, it's not surprising that each of their 
colorful awarding-winning wagons is an imaginative work of art 
skillfully crafted to function long-term. Teenage sweethearts who 
later reunited as wife and husband, both lived unbeknownst to 

the other in the same wagon. Andy Ayres called it home in 1969 
as a college student in Gunnison, Colorado. Coincidentally, 
Sedar borrowed the same wagon from a friend to use as a living 
space while she was working at a tiny red schoolhouse in Jackson, 
Wyoming in 1979.

Sedar developed a career rescuing historical structures in 
remote locations and creating entire interiors as well as unique 
furniture from discarded items with historical interest. Ayres 
established his business building custom houses. Together they 
make magical wagons as free-spirited as the American West where 
they live and work. Imagine their surprise when they discovered 
the wagon a client was asking them to reconfigure as a greenhouse 
was the one they had each once called home. Together they 
remodeled it in 2008. Visit sedarayreswagonco.com to discover 
their extensive and diverse caravan creations.

If you feel inspired to startle your neighbors by parking 
an American-crafted caravan in your garden, many additional 
resources appear online. American Vardo's website explains: 
"The caravan is the original 'Tiny House' and it may be used as 
a camper, an office, a studio, extra bedroom, a child's playhouse 
or whatever your imagination dictates." Staubach talked about 
winter heating by a traditional woodstove. Several solar heating 
and cooling options exist.

Correction: In our story from last month, Ensuring Their 
Garden Gifts Grow On, it was mentioned that the Garden 
Conservancy Open Days were first offered in 2005. In fact, they 
were started in 1995. Our apologies for that mistake. 

“A Room for Your Garden” from page 1      

Inspired to add a room to your garden? Fully functional wagons such 
as this free-spirited example are being built in America.

The original "tiny home," American interpretations of the Romani wagon 
offer cozy extra rooms, garden retreats and year-round living spaces.

http://www.wanderlust.co.uk
http://www.batemangypsywagonco.com
http://sedarayreswagonco.com
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Scholarship Fund 
Status

We're off to a great start!  
We've got $370 in the 

scholarship fund. Thank you 
for everything you do! 

Service Award Recipient 
Barbara Skomorowski

 
By Justine Ramsey, Awards Committee 

Congratulations to our own Barbara Skomorowski, our 
recipient of this year’s Service Award! Barb won for all of 
her hard work with the Auction Committee. A lot of people 
may also know Barb as the Communications Director for 
CT Hort, a position she took on in January of 2016 and just 
left after moving to Cuyahoga Falls, OH, to downsize and be 
near family.  

Working on the Auction Committee began when she 
volunteered at the Spring Auction in 2016. “I recall being so 
impressed at how much was accomplished in those few hours 
by all the volunteers from Master Gardeners, CT Hort, and 

our business supporters,” she said. “It reminded me of a barn raising! I've been involved 
in the auction ever since.” 

She’s taken on a lot of projects on her own time since then. “I volunteered for the 
2018 and 2020 Symposiums,” she said. “I've volunteered to read and review gardening 
books for our annual Winter Book Review Newsletter. Most recently, I took on the 
task to find homes for CT Hort's library books so that the Rocky Hill office could be 
closed but the books would remain available for public viewing. The books were taken by 
Connecticut College Arboretum, Bartlett Arboretum, Connecticut Botanical Society, 
and Naugatuck Valley Community College. My volunteering didn't end there... a group 
of us proceeded to empty the office, finding homes for furniture and equipment, and 
ultimately cleaning the space.”

There is so much to learn through CT Hort, she added. “The meetings and events 
tend to attract like-minded people who remain curious regardless of age, so I've made 
friendships with interesting people who have taught me a lot. Gardeners tend to be 
sharers—they'll give you plants and their thoughts on various subject. Our speakers are 
at the top of their fields of expertise. Some have encouraged me to think about things 
I never thought of before! The Newsletter and website are solids resources of useful 
information.” 

“I would really encourage people to get more involved in our organization. There 
are lots of moving parts to what is accomplished each year. Member volunteers have 
kept CT Hort going and growing since 1887 and we need hands and minds to continue 
keeping the parts moving. Find a friend who will try something new with you. Try 
something new yourself and make a new friend.”

Barb’s work with CT Hort isn’t over yet. “I've been asked to join the Board of 
Directors and can conference in for meetings and will certainly tackle some projects to 
move our organization along, even from a distance.” 

 Downsizing now offers her a chance to enjoy different and fun hobbies. “I love to 
grow things I can eat—vegetables, berries, herbs,” she said. “I am a devoted canner who 
looks to capture the harvest in mason jars to enjoy throughout the year.”

“This year, my gardening challenge is to create a 'kitchen garden' in pots and grow 
bags on a cement, eight by 12-foot patio. So far, I've managed to cram two varieties of 
cherry tomatoes, two jalapenos, pole beans, lettuce, spinach, arugula, and seven varieties 
of herbs in. Not a bad start! Wish me luck for next season.”

Thank you, Barb Skomorowski, for volunteering your time every year for our 
wonderful organization.

SAVE THE DATE:
Wreath-Making Workshop

Dec. 4

$370
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Sat., Oct. 2 & 9 from 10-11:30 am, Barn Talks at Hollister 
House Garden, Washington. Learn Best Practices for Fall 
and How to Plan for Spring and Summer Gardens at Hollister 
House Garden’s ongoing fall lecture series. Experts educate 
new and experienced gardeners on how measures to take in 
the garden this fall and offer advice and guidance on planning 
ahead for spring and summer gardens. On October 2, they 
present “Enhancing Your Garden with Spring Bulbs,” and on 
October 9, “The New Heirloom Garden.” HHG members 
$25, Non-members $35. Reservations can be made online at 
www.hollisterhousegarden.org/lectures. 

Sat., Oct. 2 from 10am–2 pm, Plant Sale by the Garden 
Club of Woodbridge, Church Green, Meetinghouse 
Lane, Woodbridge. Members will offer a large selection 
of perennials, and possibly some shrubs or trees from their 
gardens. Plants generously donated by a garden center will 
also be available. Perennials for sale include iris, peonies, 
hosta, coreopsis, coneflower, columbine, day lilies and more.  
The photo shows some of the items sold at the club’s previous 
plant sale.

Thurs., Oct. 7 at 1 pm, West Hartford Garden Club 
Meeting. Steve Colgan, Advanced Master Gardener presents 
“Opportunities for Moss, Ferns and Their Cronies in Stony 
New England Landscapes.” Steve will help debunk the myths 
of moss and suggest ways to incorporate moss and ferns in 
your garden. Register for this free Zoom presentation at www.
WestHartfordGardenClub.org. You will receive a Zoom link 
a few days prior to the presentation.

Sat., Oct. 9 from 10 am – 3 pm, Fall Harvest Festival at 
Heirloom Market at Comstock Ferre, 263 Main Street, 
Wethersfield. Natural foods market and cafe featuring 
organic, non GMO produce and products whenever 
possible. Baker Creek heirloom seeds and gardening supplies 
too! www.heirloommkt.com.

Sat., Oct. 16 from 11 am – 1 pm, Backyard 
Beekeeping, Catherine Violet Hubbard 
Animal Sanctuary, 3 Old Farm Road, 
Newtown. Join Peter Ferreira, certified master beekeeper, to 
learn the time-honored tradition of keeping and caring for 
bees. Sanctuary classes introduce beekeeping to adults and 
children (12 and older) in order to support and improve 

the environment for honey bees, wild bees, and 
other pollinators. Reserve your spot now to begin 
your beekeeping adventure! Individual classes 
are $50 and space is limited to 12 registrants per 
class. Learn more or register at: https://www.
cvhfoundation.org/event/backyard-beekeeping/.

Tues., October 19 from 9:30am – 12:30pm, DCA 
Greenhouse Group Fall Gardening Workshop, Darien 
Community Association, 274 Middlesex Road, Darien. 
Join the Greenhouse Group for their annual Fall Gardening 
Workshop to learn how we put our garden “to bed” by 
dividing plants, lightly pruning various shrubs, and updating 
winter pots. Novice gardeners will be given tips; experienced 
gardeners are welcome to just help out. This event is free 
to all, and children are welcome under parent/guardian 
supervision. Afterwards participants will enjoy lunch on the 
patio. Free to all. Reservations are requested to ensure there’s 
plenty of lunch for all or 203-655-9050 ext. 10. https://
dariendca.org/gardening-activities/.  

Sat., Oct. 23 at 11 am, Middletown Garden Club Open 
Meeting/Pollinator Pathway presented by Pollinator 
Pathway/Middletown, General Mansfield House, 151 Main 
Street, Middletown. Come learn how you can become 
part of a movement to create safe places for our pollinating 
insects. Jackie Algon, a founding member of the Northeast 
Pollinator Pathway project, will be our featured speaker. She 
will share her expertise and experience on making our yards, 
neighborhoods, and public spaces a welcoming place for 
butterflies, bees, and birds. There will be a Q&A time and 
a chance to network with others who want to be part of this 
effort. Email middletown.pollinator.pathway@gmail.com.

Fri. Nov. 5 from 9 am-1:45 pm, UConn Native Plants 
and Pollinators Conference, virtually via Zoom. Learn 
how native plants support pollinator health throughout the 
year! Presentations feature current science-based research 
and information on supporting pollinators in managed 
landscapes. Registration $35, students, $15. Register at 
s.uconn.edu/NPPC2021Register!   

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org. 
Please format the announcement to resemble the entries below. Deadline for November issue is October 15.

http://cthort.org
http://www.hollisterhousegarden.org/lectures
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://www.heirloommkt.com
https://www.cvhfoundation.org/event/backyard-beekeeping/
https://www.cvhfoundation.org/event/backyard-beekeeping/
https://dariendca.org/gardening-activities/
https://dariendca.org/gardening-activities/
mailto:middletown.pollinator.pathway%40gmail.com?subject=
https://secure.touchnet.com/C21646_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=2508
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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CT Hort Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information,  
please call Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 or 

toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

DAY 1:
• A stop in Brown & Hoskins Country Store—one 

of America’s oldest country stores and it will be 
dressed for the season.

• Enjoy an appetizer tasting at Yoleni’s Greek Market 
in Providence—modeled after its flagship store in 
Athens—followed by lunch on your own.

• Arrive at the Cape Codder Resort in Hyannis in 
the afternoon with time to enjoy their incredible 
grounds, decorated as an enchanted village. 

• Freshen up for dinner at the Hearth & Kettle 
Restaurant, known for its commitment to ‘fresh, 
wholesome food, thoughtfully prepared.’

• After dinner the day is concluded with a visit 
to Gardens Aglow at the Heritage Museums 
and Gardens in Sandwich to delight in a 9-mile 
wonderland trail of lights, marshmallow roasting, 
music, and model trains.

DAY 2:
• Following breakfast, a local garden shop—Country 

Gardens—will host a workshop to make an air plant 
ornament. There will be time to shop as well.

• The historic Dan’l Webster Inn will be our spot 
for lunch before enjoying a live holiday cabaret 
performance by Jody Ebling. 

• Before leaving the Cape for home, the final stop will 
be to the Sandwich Glass Museum to experience 
a Glassblower’s Christmas. The museum will 
feature glass blowing demonstrations along with the 
creations of local Cape Cod glass artists. 

2021 Christmas in Cape Cod
Saturday-Sunday, 
December 4-5, 2021

Although unable to make this overnight in 2020 due to travel restrictions in place at the time, this trip was so 
well received that we have brought it back in 2021. The weekend will be escorted by Brett Isaacson and includes:

A deposit of $75 per person will hold your spot with final payment due October 1, 2021.
Cost:  $439 per person, double occupancy 

$519 per person single   |   Non-members must add $50

http://www.friendshiptours.net
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CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Thurs., Oct. 7 –  Board of Directors  
 Remote Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Fri., Oct. 15 –  Deadline for November  
 Newsletter

Thurs, Oct. 21 –  CT Hort IN-PERSON  
 and virtual Program Meeting, 
   Emanuel Synagogue  
 Auditorium, West Hartford  
 7:00 p.m. (Zoom starts at  
 7:30 pm), Gordon Hayward  
 presents Garden Rooms:  
 Inspirations & Ideas

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.

Printed on recycled paper.

CT Hort’s library of more than 1500 books is now accessible 
again, thanks to an enterprising crew of member volunteers. 
Barb Skomorowski, former communications director and now a 
member of the board, decided she needed to put a plan in action 
when the office in Rocky Hill was closing. 

“Some of the books are very valuable and old,” she said. 
Fortunately, they had already started to scan the ISBN numbers 
using an app, so a list of the books existed. 

After a lot of legwork, they found homes for about 400 
books at the Connecticut College Arboretum. 

“Then we reached out to Bartlett Auditorium and they took 
150 books,” Barb said. “The Connecticut Botanical Society took 
a little more than 100.”  

The remainder went to Naugatuck Valley Community 
College.

“They’re all in good homes and cared for by libraries,” Barb 
said. “Everyone who took the books got some CT Hort stickers 
to put in the books so they know where they came from. 

“Barb did so much cataloguing,” said CT Hort President 
Cheryl Marino. 

And all of the volunteers, including Nancy Brennick, 
Flower Show Chair and a past President of CT Hort, Linda 
Jensen, Cheryl Jourdan, Pat Lavery, Trish Lyons, Yilin Sun, and 
Rosemarie Tamiso did a lot of packing and physical hauling. 

“When they literally had to get them out of the office to 
move them, they were lugging them up from the lower level office 
and upstairs to put them in the car,” Cheryl said, “until Barb came 
up with the idea of taking the screen out of the office windows 
and forming an assembly line to move them into the cars.” 

Because of Covid, the books bound for the college spent a 
few months in the law office of McVane, Bellobuno, Kuzmak, 
Wiezalis, and Bibisi, LLP, before the college reopened and took 
them. 

It was worth all of the effort, according to Cheryl. “Some of 
those books are priceless. I remember looking at this collection 
of Smithsonian prints. They were incredible. Beautiful things. 
And the books were saved!” 

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i n d i n g  t h e  
CT Hort library collection of books at 
Connecticut College Arboretum and 
Bartlett Auditorium, The Connecticut 
Horticultural  Society Collection  
at Naugatuck Valley Community College 
can also be viewed by going to the 
school’s library and has been catalogued 
online at Connecticut Horticultural 
Society Collection - Naugatuck Valley 
Community College (exlibrisgroup.com)

Our library is now accessible again, thanks to the Book Brigade!

http://CTHort.org
https://cscu-nvcc-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/collectionDiscovery?vid=NVCC_V1&collectionId=81125879990003463

