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In 2015, Page Dickey and her husband Bosco 
Schell moved to Falls Village, Connecticut, 
to an old church with 17 acres of fields 
and woods and a view of the Berkshire 
foothills. They were off on a new gardening 
adventure. The subsequent result was her 
book. It is a story for anyone who has had 
to begin anew—in gardening or in life. In 
the chapter, “A New Way of Thinking,” she 
reflects on the trillium she brought from her 
former residence:

“Among the plants we managed to 
bring from Duck Hill was a division of 
a double white trillium that Bosco and I 
were given as a wedding present by a good 
gardening friend. Without giving it much 
thought, I decided to plant this precious 
gift down in our low east woods, reasoning 
that trilliums grow here naturally—at least 
our wake robin, or purple trillium, Trillium 
erectum, does—and therefore it would be 
happy there. I was certainly right about 
the suitability of the moist rich woodland 
soil. I just didn’t think about how it 
might be at home in another sense. The 

glorious white trillium, T. grandiflorum, 
doesn’t grow in our woods, and, in fact, is 
not native to Connecticut, though it has 
apparently naturalized in a few areas. Its 
double form, which looks in flower like a 
hothouse gardenia, was bound to stick out 
in our woods, an overdressed stranger at the 

wrong party. Had I thought it through, I 
would have planted the double trillium in 
an intimate, humus-enriched spot in the 
front garden in the shade of one of our shad 
trees, or beneath the fothergillas among 
hellebores, where this gardenesque wildling 
might look more at home.

 But I carried our prize down into the 
east woods and planted it at the side of the 
path by a moss-covered rock here ferns and 
purple trillium abound. I thrust a white 
label in the dirt next to it, and promptly 
forgot about it. The next spring, I noticed 
the label in passing with no sign of a 
double trillium. I assumed it didn’t make 
it through the winter.

 Fast forward to the following spring. 
The trillium appeared but didn’t bloom. 
But, on a subsequent walk when spring 
was warming into summer, I came to 
a screeching halt beside the plant and 
its label. In horror, I saw Japanese stilt 
grass (Microstegium vimineum) growing 
in a circle all around it. Oh my god, I 
thought, I am going to be responsible for 
bringing Japanese stilt grass to northwest 
Connecticut! I rushed back to the house 
for a plastic bag, returned and fell on my 
knees, pulling out the delicate bamboo-
like stalks of this sinister invader. 

 Now, each time I pass this spot, I stare 
continued on page 5
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An excerpt from Page Dickey’s 2020 book,  
Uprooted: A Gardener Reflects on Beginning Again

A New Way of Thinking 

We all scream 
 “ice cream!”    

page 3

This Issue:

CT Hort is thrilled to be hosting Page Dickey on Thursday, June 16 at 7:30 pm at Emanuel Synagogue 
in West Hartford. Ms. Dickey’s talk, a personal reflection that she shared in her book Uprooted: A 
Gardener Reflects on Beginning Again, ends the speaker series for the season.

But, on a subsequent walk 
when spring was warming 

into summer, I came to 
a screeching halt beside 
the plant and its label. In 

horror, I saw Japanese 
stilt grass (Microstegium 
vimineum) growing in a 

circle all around it.
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Individual .............................................. $55
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Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of the CTHort  Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2022

Bartlett Arboretum

Connecticut Gardener

The Garden Barn Nursery

Go Organic LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

President’s Letter

Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

Our Auction this month was a smashing success! Thank you to all who worked so 
hard; the auctioneers, set-up and clean-up crews, kitchen staff, money collectors 
and finally, all of our generous donors who provided unique items. Without these 
donations there would be no auction to fund scholarships for the deserving students 
studying Horticulture. Thank you! Thank you!

Our May speaker Dan Furman of Cricket Hill Nursery shared a beautiful presentation 
on the diverse genus of peonies, giving us a perspective and appreciation for what they 
do at the nursery to raise their collection. We finish our speaker season June 16 with 
Page Dickey, who will share her love for the garden she left behind in upstate NY, and 
her love for her new home in western CT. Come and join us in person, we will enjoy 
catching up with friends and meeting new ones at 6:30 pm with ice cream. 

As this speaker season comes to a close, watch for opportunities to learn as our 
Education Committee will be announcing upcoming events and workshops.

Warmly,
Cheryl Marino

VILLAGE GREENE
GARDENS LLC

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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Uprooted: A Gardener Reflects  
on Beginning Again
with Page Dickey
Thursday, June 16, 2022 • 7:30 pm
In person at Emanuel Synagogue (160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford),  
and live via Zoom (you’ll be sent the link on the Sunday before the talk). 

Page Dickey  Photo by Christine Ashburn

Page Dickey knew the transitions she faced walking away from her celebrated garden at Duck Hill after 34 years. What 
surprised her were the happy opportunities that came with starting over. Her talk, Uprooted: A Gardener Reflects on Beginning 
Again, reflects her 2020 book release of the same name. She’ll discuss her evolution from old to new, cultivated to wild, 
and from one type of gardener to another. It is a story for anyone who has had to begin anew—in gardening or in life.

     Page Dickey is a garden writer, lecturer, and designer. She 
has written on gardening and garden design over the years for 
House & Garden, House Beautiful, Horticulture, Elle Décor, 
Architectural Digest, and The New York Times. She is the author 
of eight books, including Gardens in the Spirit of Place; and 
the award-winning Breaking Ground: Portraits of Ten Garden 
Designers. Her first book, Duck Hill Journal, and its sequel, 
Embroidered Ground, are about Duck Hill in North Salem, 
New York, where she lived and gardened for 34 years.

Duck Hill

GOAL
$8,000

$0

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

Total $10,993

Scholarship Fund Status

Thank you  
for everything 
you do!
We've 
exceeded 
our goal 
again this 
year!  
See why  
on page 4!

Ice Cream Social 
6:30pm, Emanuel Synagogue, West Hartford 

The CT Hort season always ends on a sweet note.  
Let’s ring in summer while we enjoy some ice cream and  
a talk by Page Dickey! There will be table seating in the 
auditorium and we encourage you to bring centerpieces  

of flowers and fresh materials from your gardens  
to grace our tables! 

See you at the Social! 
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Plant Sale & Auction Raises $5,000 for scholarships
Thank you to everyone who had a hand in making the Spring 2022 CT Hort Plant Sale & Auction on May 13 
such a success. Between the plant sale, silent auction and live auction, and the $5 admission fee, our total gross 
receipts were $5,740, and $5,000 will help our efforts to assist plant science college students at UConn and 
Naugatuck Valley Community College through our scholarship program.

It was truly a pleasure to be able to greet friends and members who we weren’t able to see for so long due to Covid! 
It’s hard to believe it’s been three years since our last live plant sale and auction event!

We are incredibly grateful to everyone who helped us:

• Auctioneers Nancy DuBrule-Clemente, Jim Sirch and Kevin Wilcox, who were not only 
entertaining but provided information and advice about all of the plants being auctioned;

• All of the retail and wholesale business owners and individual donors for their generous 
contributions, and for embracing the theme to offer collections of unusual plants rarely found 
at retailers. We hope you keep them in mind when shopping for your own gardens; 

• The dozens of volunteers—too numerous to name individually—who contacted donors, 
picked up donations, and tirelessly worked the event.

We owe a special thanks to Nancy DuBrule-Clemente, for joining the auction committee and helping to curate 
the items offered. Her professional suggestions contributed to this being one of our highest producing spring 
auctions ever. 

Our supreme thanks also goes to all of you who participated in the event! May your purchases bring you much 
joy over the years! 

Sincerely,
Barbara Skomorowski and Trish Lyons
Auction Committee Co-Chairs
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at the ground for a while, looking for signs 
of the stilt grass. I usually find a few. In New 
York and southern Connecticut, I’ve seen 
Japanese stilt grass spread through open 
woodland like a plague, until it covers 
the entire floor. Even if I find no signs of 
it here today, I know to continue being 
vigilant. Although the grass is an annual, 
its seed can stay viable many years in this 
soil. This nightmare episode forced me to 
think about our woodland in a different 
light. The knowledge that I introduced a 
plant unknown to these woods, in a pot 
of foreign soil contaminated with the seed 
of a virulent exotic, made me shudder.

 I’ve never owned wild land before, 
I mean and now in a natural state, 
uncultivated. We had a woodland walk 
at Duck Hill, but it was a fantasy as such, 
merely a copse of trees along the south 
and west borders of our 3-acre property 
where I created paths and planted shade-
loving plants—epimediums, hellebores, 
primroses, spring ephemerals, native 
woodland phlox, anemones, violets, early 

bulbs. And yes, trilliums, all of which 
flourished and spread with abandon in this 
small shadowy garden. Our wedding gift 
of a double white trillium tripled in size. 
It didn’t look out of place. 

 I loved that woodland path and 
probably miss it the most of all the various 
areas at Duck Hill. When we first came to 
Church House, at about the same moment 
I naively planted that white trillium, the 
idea crossed my mind to take a small 
section on either side of the pathway 

that leads to our neighbors in the upper 
woodland and make it into a garden like 
the one I missed at Duck Hill. After the 
trillium-stilt grass incident, I thought 
better of it. For our small stretches of 
forest have a character of their own, and it 
became clear to me that I wanted to listen 
to the land, discover its denizens, thrill to 
what it offers, nurture it—not make it into 
something else.    

“A New Way of Thinking”     from page 1

Church House

Thank you to all of the Donors to the Spring 2022 CT Hort Plant Sale & Auction
Retail Donors:
Broken Arrow Nursery, Hamden
Butler Florist & Garden Center,  

West Hartford
Cheshire Nursery, Cheshire
Cricket Hill Garden, Thomaston
Dunning Stone & Supply Nursery, 

Farmington
E. Draghi & Sons Farm,  

South Glastonbury
Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery, 

Woodbury
Ellen Hoverkamp Photography,  

West Haven
Garden Sales, Manchester
Horticulture Club at UConn, Storrs
JillyBeans Farmstand, Farmington
Littel Acres Farm Market, Glastonbury
Natureworks, Northford
Sam Bridge Nursery & Greenhouses, 

Greenwich

Retail Donors:
Scott's Orchard & Nursery,  

Glastonbury
Select Seeds, Union
Stonehenge Landscape & Garden 

Center, Newington
Sub Edge Farm, Farmington
The Garden Barn Nursery, Vernon
Toro Loco, Farmington
Tower Farms, Cheshire
Twin Gardens, Collinsville
Woodland Gardens, Manchester
Woodward Greenhouses, Chaplin

Wholesale Donors:
Plant Group, North Franklin
Michael's Greenhouse, Cheshire
Monrovia Nursery Co - Connecticut, 

Granby
Summer Hill Nursery, Madison

Individual Donors:
Cheryl Marino
Elizabeth Morin
Helen Kuzina
Judy King
Karen Ellsworth
Kathy Cipes & Tina Krueger
Katy Hanlon
Kevin Wilcox
Lucky Avatapalli
Robert Herman
Roman & Theresa Mroczkowski
Sarah Bailey
Trish Lyons
Valerie Bryan



Page 6 June 2022 CT Hort Newsletter

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. 
To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org.  
Please format the announcement to resemble the entries 
below. Deadline for the Summer issue (including July and 
August) is Wednesday, June 15.

 Sat., June 4, 7am-12pm— Plant Sale hosted by the Suburban 
Garden Club of Cheshire, Congregational Church Green, 
Route, Cheshire Center. Selling a wide range of perennials 
from members gardens. A garden-related tag sale with gently 
used items will be held at the same time. All proceeds support 
the Club’s scholarship, civic responsibilities and programs. Go 
to https://www.cheshiregardeners.org/ or call 203-272-1533

Sat., June 11, 11am-2pm—Plant Sale – Leete’s Island 
Garden Club, Hyland House Museum, 84 Boston Street, 
Guilford. The garden club’s own member/donor perennials, 
annuals, vegetables, herbs, ground covers, and propagated 
house plants will be for sale with 10% of the proceeds donated 
to the Hyland House Museum. Colonial flower arrangement 
demonstration at 11:30am. For info call 203-453-0780.

Sat. & Sun., June 11 & 12, 10am-5pm—Art and Garden Tour 
of Northeastern Connecticut, Ashford, Coventry, Mansfield 
and Willington. Visit 11 artists' gardens displaying the works 
of 17 professional artists in the beautiful northeastern hills of 
Connecticut. Enjoy paintings, sculpture, ceramics, woodwork, 
photography, woodblock prints, gourds, jewelry and other 
works of art. Art work, much of it horticulturally inspired, will 
be available for purchase. All are welcome. This self-guided 
tour is free. For more information and a map, please visit our 
website: ArtGardenCT.com or contact Suzy Staubach 860-
287-8056, suzy@willowtreepottery.us.

Wed., June 15, 10am-2pm—Charter Oak Flower Show 
hosted by the Garden Club of Hartford as part of the 
Garden Club of America Zone II's annual meeting, 
Goodwin Hotel, One Haynes Street, Hartford. All are 
welcome to the show, which has two rooms of photography 
and horticultural exhibits focusing on this year’s theme: the 
importance of urban trees. Admission to the Flower Show is 
free. Go to gchartford.org for more information.

Special Anniversary
For the first time in two years, CT Hort honored 
members celebrating special anniversaries in person, at 
the April speaker presentation. Congratulations to all of 
those who celebrated this year! 

Kasha Furman is this year’s recipient of the annual Mehlquist 
Award, CT Hort’s highest honor. Sadly, Ms. Furman was ill 
and unable to attend June’s monthly presentation, where she 
would have accepted the award. Fortuitously, Ms. Furman’s son,  
Dan Furman, was the featured speaker that evening and accepted 
the award in her honor from CT Hort President Cheryl Marino. 
The Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) established 
the Gustav Mehlquist award to honor our member Dr. Gustav 
Mehlquist for his extraordinary contribution to horticulture. It is 
given to an individual who deserves to be honored and recognized 
for their significant and extraordinary contributions in horticulture 
or the art of gardening. Look for an article in the next issue of our 
Newsletter with a more in-depth look at Ms. Furman’s life’s work. 

Mehlquist Award

http://cthort.org
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
https://www.cheshiregardeners.org/
http://ArtGardenCT.com
mailto:suzy%40willowtreepottery.us?subject=
http://gchartford.org
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To reserve your spot or for more information, please call Friendship Tours  
at (860) 243-1630 or toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

Monday, July 11, 2022
This mid-summer day trip will take you to Litchfield County and 
the foothills of the Berkshire Mountains. First stop is Hollister 
House Garden where you’ll explore an American interpretation 
of classic English gardens such as Sissinghurst, Great Dixter and 
Hidcote. Although formal in its structure, Hollister House Garden 
is informal and rather wild in its planting style. Lunch will be enjoyed 
at the Market Place Tavern in Litchfield. Finally, you’ll be treated 
to an exclusive tour and Begonia demonstration at White Flower 
Farm by CT Hort Board member Cheryl Whalen who is White 
Flower Farm’s Head Gardener. https://www.friendshiptours.net/
tours/litchfield-hills

Cost: $129 per person   |   CT Hort Members: $124

 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents 

Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are 
handled on a per trip basis.  Refunds will depend on timing of the cancellation and supplier policies. 
Tickets to theaters / events are non-refundable. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost 
based on fuel surcharges. 

To reserve, please go to www.friendshiptours.net or call Friendship Tours at 860.243.1630.  
Make checks payable to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT  06002.  

Payment due at time of reservation. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 

Price Includes: Informal garden tour of Hollister House Garden, 
lunch at GW Tavern, Behind-the Scenes Tour at White Flower Farm, 
and Friendship Tours Tour Director. 

$118. per person 

$112.pp w/ CHS Mbr. Discount 

Depart  Estimated Return 
8:00am   MANCHESTER: Commuter Lot, corner of Buckland & Pleasant Hills. 7:00pm 

8:30am   Emanuel Synagogue, WEST HARTFORD, 160 Mohegan Drive. 6:30pm 

 
Beautifully situated on a sloping, terraced site in 

the rolling hills of Litchfield County in 
northwestern Connecticut, Hollister House 
Garden is an American interpretation of such 
classic English gardens as Sissinghurst, Great 

Dixter and Hidcote, formal in its structure but 
informal and rather wild in its style of planting. 
It’s a 30 year labor of love. We’ll have time to 

explore these gardens & an informal tour. 
 

GW Tavern will serve up a delightful luncheon 
for us. Named after our first president in honor 

of his passage through the small town of 
Washington Depot in the foothills of the 

Berkshire Mountains. 

TTuueessddaayy,,  JJuullyy  2211,,  22002200  

Special afternoon visit to White Flower Farm 
with a behind-the-scenes tour hosted by our 
own Cheryl Whalen, Head Gardener at 
White Flower Farm. 

With an exclusive Tour of White Flower 
Farm with head gardener, Cheryl Whalen! Hollister House and White Flower Farm

CT Hort Travel 

Join us on this great trip through the Hudson Valley to Brooklyn! We’ll 
be escorted by Brett Isaacson and joined by special guest Jana Milbocker, 
garden designer, speaker, and author of the Garden Tourist travel guides.

Highlights include: 
• Olana: Frederic Church Estate
• Cedar Grove: Thomas Cole National Historic Site
• Stonecrop
• Boscobel
• Night in NYC to enjoy Broadway or other show
• The High Line
• Brooklyn Botanic Garden
• 2 Nights in Hudson Valley & 1 Night in NYC
• Meals: 2 Dinners, 3 Lunches

DOUBLE - PER PERSON MEMBER  $1,269 (with CT Hort discount)
DOUBLE - PER PERSON NON MEMBER. $1,319
SINGLE - PER PERSON MEMBER  $1,549 (with CT Hort discount)
SINGLE - PER PERSON NON MEMBER. $1,599
Learn more and/or register at  
https://www.friendshiptours.net/tours/chs-gardens-of-ny

Gardens of New York: Hudson Valley to Brooklyn
Sep 28, 2022 - Oct 1, 2022

wwwwww..ffrriieennddsshhiippttoouurrss..nneett                    

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents: 

  Olana: Frederic Church Estate 
  Cedar Grove: Thomas Cole National Historic Site 

  Stonecrop    *    Boscobel 
  Night in NYC to enjoy Broadway or other show 

  The High Line 
  Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

2 Nights in Hudson Valley & 1 Night in NYC 
  2 Dinners, 3 Lunches 

SPECIAL GUEST:  Jana Milbocker, ggaarrddeenn  ddeessiiggnneerr,,  ssppeeaakkeerr,,  
aanndd  aauutthhoorr  ooff  tthhee  GGaarrddeenn  TToouurriisstt  ttrraavveell  gguuiiddeess.. 
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Connecticut Horticultural Society
P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Thurs. June 9 –  BOD meeting, President's  

 house, 5:30 pm  
Wed. June 15 –  Deadline for Summer  

 Newsletter, which covers 
  both July and August

Thurs. June 16 –  Ice Cream Social 6:30 pm  
 and Page Dickey, who  
 presents  “Uprooted: A  
 Gardener Reflects on  
 Beginning Again”, 7:30 pm

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.

Printed on recycled paper.

Date Speaker Presentation Speaker Info

September 15, 2022 David Culp A Bountiful Year:  
Six Seasons of Beauty from 
Brandywine Cottage

https://www.davidlculp.com

October 20, 2022 Andrew Pighills Stone in the Garden http://www.englishgardensandlandscaping.com

November 17, 2022 Lorraine Ballato  Shrubs, the New Perennial https://www.lorraineballato.com

January 19, 2023 James Dillon Designing with Native Plants http://www.nativehavens.com

February 16, 2023 Deborah Chud A Piet Oudolf Story - 
Naturalistic Landscape  
and Garden Design

https://notyourmothersgarden.com/about

March 16, 2023 Nancy Stevens Poppies, Peacocks and 
Parterres - Gardens of 
Scotland

https://nancystevens.co.uk

April 20, 2023 Russ Cohen Nibbling on Natives in  
Your Back Yard and Beyond

http://users.rcn.com/eatwild/bio.htm

May 18, 2023 Nick Goltz Healthy Plants,  
Indoor and Out

https://news.extension.uconn.edu/2021/08/13/
uconn-extension-welcomes-goltz/

June 15, 2023 Edwina Von Gal The Eye of the Beholder: Is it 
Messy, or an Acquired Taste?

https://perfectearthproject.org

2022-2023 SPEAKER SEASON

http://CTHort.org
https://www.davidlculp.com
http://www.englishgardensandlandscaping.com
https://www.lorraineballato.com
http://www.nativehavens.com
https://notyourmothersgarden.com/about
https://nancystevens.co.uk
http://users.rcn.com/eatwild/bio.htm
https://news.extension.uconn.edu/2021/08/13/uconn-extension-welcomes-goltz/
https://news.extension.uconn.edu/2021/08/13/uconn-extension-welcomes-goltz/
https://perfectearthproject.org

