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In 2017, I crossed that important life 
threshold of home ownership, purchasing 
a 1941 Colonial Revival home on the 
north side of Des Moines. In reality, I 
bought a garden and a place to sleep. 
The garden wasn’t much more than a 
foundation planting and a half-acre of 
turf, but I saw the potential to stitch my 
best artistic intentions with ecological 
conscience. In the last four years, I’ve 
begun a series of interventions with place; 
gardening, by some definition, but less for 
immediate gratification. My garden is a 
laboratory for curiosity and a studio for 
expression. This patch atop a hill over the 
Des Moines River isn’t merely an aesthetic 
endeavor, but rather an odyssey with place. 
 I call the garden Three Oaks in 
homage to three stately trees that define 
the canopy: two bur oaks (Quercus 
macrocarpa), affectionately nicknamed 
Big Bur and Little Bur; and a black oak 

(Quercus velutina) that marks the curb 
where the driveway meets the street. Big 
Bur and the black oak date to the time 
the house was finished. Little Bur was 
purportedly planted in the 1980s. That 
tree and I share a decade, food for thought 
as I scurry beneath its low spreading 
branches with a handful of weeds.
 As a gardener who practices in 
ecological art, I’m planting for life over 
the long haul. Garden habitats are complex 
regardless of the creatures they comfort, 
and ecological processes inherently 
involve time, a cadence of change over 
years. Yet, in a relatively short period, the 
transition from this lot into something 
more than turf has been dramatic. In 
the fall of 2020, I observed 12 species of 
warblers migrating through the property, 
alighting the hackberry trees to devour 
their oily black berries. 
 continued on page 4
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Timothy Tilghman shares the  
splendor of Untermyer Gardens.  
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Kelly D. Norris is one of the leading 
horticulturists of his generation. He 
will present two talks on Feb. 5 at 
the CT Hort Virtual Symposium, 
Finding New Inspiration in 
Gardening. Go to cthort.org to 
register.

Plantsman and artist Kelly Norris takes the long view of what  
a garden is and can be in the middle of corn country

RECONSIDERING THE GARDEN

http://cthort.org
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Connecticut
Horticultural Society

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

(860) 529-8713

email: office@cthort.org
website: www.cthort.org

Phone Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tracey Weiss
CT Hort Director of Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

 
Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $55
Family .................................................... $75
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $50
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $70
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of the CTHort  Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2022
Bartlett Arboretum

Connecticut Gardener

The Garden Barn Nursery

Go Organic LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

President’s Letter 
Inspiration and Education

“The most serious gardening I do would seem very strange to an  
   onlooker, for it involves hours of walking round in circles, apparently  
   doing nothing.”                                                                                            — Helen Dillon

Dear Members, 

Now, I can’t say I am walking in circles for hours, but I surely spend time observing 
what needs doing and changing. This time of year is great for observing the bones of our 
gardens, evaluating if we need more structural plants. After listening to Linda Beutler’s 
lecture I will find spots for more Clematis. Looking forward to this month’s virtual 
lecture on the 17th with Timothy Tilghman from Untermeyer; he will surely stoke new 
inspiration for each of our gardens in all that he has learned. 

In just a few short days at our CT Hort Symposium we have the opportunity to learn more 
on how to make positive environmental change in our yards and gardens, gain insight on 
how to maintain a that broader green-wildlife perspective and the quintessential plants 
that will help us put it all together. Join us in “Finding New Inspiration in Gardening” 
with Kelly Norris, Michael Russo and Katherine Tracey…there is still time to sign up. 
Looking forward to many more informative events this winter season.

Warmly,
Cheryl Marino

VILLAGE GREENE
GARDENS LLC

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, 
please take a moment to tell us 
what you thought of the presenter. 
Your candid feedback helps us to 
arrange for speakers that will hold 
your interest. Take the six-question 
survey on our website – cthort.org. 
Click on the survey icon found on 
any page then chose the speaker 
you want to rate. Thank you for 
your feedback.

Save the Date: Friday, May 13, 2022
CT Hort’s Annual Plant Sale & Auction

Bethany Covenant Church, 785 Mill Street (Route 372), Berlin, CT

Look for more information here and on cthort.org soon! 

Untermyer Gardens:  
Past, Present, & Future
With Timothy Tilghman
Thursday, February 17, 2022 at 7 pm (Virtual only)  

Timothy Tilghman

Our virtual programs continue 
through the winter:

March 17, 2022 
The Labor Day Garden

Robert Clyde Anderson, lifelong 
gardener, garden designer, and 
creative director of Pondside 
Nursery in Hudson, NY, outlines 
strategies for keeping our garden 
interest alive throughout the late 
summer and early fall, and suggest 
specific plants and techniques 
to design for a “second peak” of 
herbaceous plants at the end of the 
season. 

We’re thrilled to welcome Timothy Tilghman, who will present “Untermyer Gardens: 
Past, Present & Future” via Zoom on February 17 at 7pm. The talk will be  and is 
followed with a Q&A.
 Tilghman, head gardener at Untermyer Gardens 
Conservancy, introduces us to this celebrated property, 
its recent restoration of its 43 acres in Yonkers, NY, and 
how it is being cared for today by the Untermyer Gardens 
Conservancy. 
 In 1899, Samuel Untermyer purchased Greystone, 
the former estate of Samuel Tilden. In the 41 years 
Untermyer owned Greystone, he transformed the gardens 
and greenhouses into some of the most celebrated gardens 
in America. The Conservancy was founded in 2011 and 
collaborates with the City of Yonkers to facilitate the 
restoration of Untermyer’s gardens. Untermyer Park and 
Gardens is a City of Yonkers public park. 

http://cthort.org
http://cthort.org
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With house renovation still in progress, I set about planting my 
front yard meadow on Labor Day weekend in 2017. For all my 
training in good horticulture and design, I wanted the garden to 
feel well situated in my neighborhood and in relation to my home. 
Blessed with the noble canopy of oaks to frame the view from the 
street, I conceived a loose and unselfconscious meadow abounding 
from the former rectangle of lawn sandwiched between the house 
and street. 
 For a long time, “meadow” was a term that irritated me. 
Designers and horticulturists lob it around with careless literary 
application, describing everything from the colossal tallgrass 
prairie to a weedy patch of hayfield that looks poetically charming 
when the alfalfa comes into flower. The word meadow lacks an 
empirical definition–it’s largely a colloquialism. But the idea 
of a meadow has had a profound impact on contemporary 
horticulture in the last two decades and continues to inspire 
eclectic, hybrid arrangements of plants that simulate the essence 
of wildness. For that alone, I adopt and accept its usage.
 The notion of a front yard meadow has been variously 
characterized as brave and defiant. It shakes the traditional, 
Jeffersonian norm of the front yard as a conformative tableau.  
Yet, I wasn’t striving for heroism as much as I was making a 
statement about who I am and how I welcome others to my 

home. The front yard is a doormat to my domain. Why settle 
for the sterility of turf and hedge when you could offer your 
neighborhood something beautiful? 
 Four years later, the garden offers new alchemy daily. Vignettes 
blur in and out of focus with the changing of the seasons. The 
restless gardener-artist redrafts the canvas a little each year as 
interests wax and wane. Neighbors stop to talk, curious about 
what’s in bloom and a little more of the story. The story of course 
is always unfurling, a botanical tale of wonderment and awe.  

“Reconsidering the Garden”                 from page 1      
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Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Thurs., Feb. 3, 10:30 am – “Life in the Studio: Inspiration 
and Lessons on Creativity,” Speaker – Frances Palmer, 
Rowayton Community Center, Rowayton. Rowayton 
Gardeners present the internationally-renowned printmaker-
turned-potter and author of ‘Life in the Studio: Inspiration 
and Lessons on Creativity,’ for a rare talk. http://
rowaytongardeners.org/ to register.

Tues., Feb. 8, 11:30 am–2 pm, the Wallingford Garden 
Club presents “Composting and Worm Husbandry 
Wallingford Garden Club,” St. Paul’s, Episcopal Church, 
65 North Main Street, Wallingford. Hetti Motoc, UCONN 
Master Composter and member of Middletown Garden 
Club, discusses composting and worm husbandry. $5 will be 
collected at the door.

Thurs., Feb. 10, 12 pm – West Hartford Garden Club 
Meeting presents “Gardening in Difficult Locations: Site 
Preparation for Landscape Transformation” with Kathleen 
Connolly, Landscape Designer, at Saint John’s Episcopal 
Church, 679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford. Kathy 
is a landscape designer, writer, reporter, and speaker who 
emphasizes earth-friendly designs, native plants, and low-
impact land care techniques. Guest donation is $10 at the 
door. Register at www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org. 

Thurs., Feb. 19, 7 pm – The North Haven Garden Club 
presents “The Selection and Care of Houseplants, North 
Haven Congregational Church, 28 Church St., North Haven. 
Roberta Hillinski, Bell Nursery horticultural sales. She will 
focus on important considerations when selecting plants for 
the interior home setting. Pet and child safe plants (some 
plants are toxic).  She will also demonstrate the proper potting, 
transplanting, and daily care and upkeep of houseplants.  
$5 will be collected at the door.

Tues., Feb.15, 6 pm – I Like It, I Love It and the Deer 
Don’t Eat It (virtual), presented by Bartlett Arboretum & 
Gardens. Join us for a detailed and informative virtual lecture 
that explores a garden free from the impact of deer. Adam 
Wheeler of Broken Arrow Nursery will discuss the ornamental 
qualities and essential cultural details for a diverse assortment 
of underutilized and exceptional plants that show strong 
resistance to deer browse. In addition, strategies for managing 
the impact of deer in the garden as well as tricks to succeed 
with “deer candy” in “deer country” will be highlighted. 
Registration is $25. Bartlett members receive a $10 discount 
at checkout. Go to https://60674.blackbaudhosting.
com/60674/I-Like-It-I-Love-It-and-the-Deer-Dont-Eat-It

Friday, Feb. 18–Sun., Feb 20 – Home & Garden Show, 
Mohegan Sun, Uncasville. The CT Garden and Home Show 
offers a diverse array of home and garden care products and 
services by local New England Businesses, from New London 
to Hartford, to national vendors, each presenting innovative 
and imaginative displays.$10 for adults; $8 for seniors. https://
www.jenksproductions.com/tickets/annual-southeastern-ct-
home-and-garden-show/

Tues., Feb. 22, 11 am-1 pm, Bird House Make and Take 
Workshop, presented by the Daytime Gardeners of North 
Haven, North Haven Recreation Center, 7 Linsley Street, 
North Haven. Member Walter Brockett directs a workshop 
in making a birdhouse. Assembled kits are available. There 
will be a charge for materials. Preregistration is required for all 
program. Call 203-239-1557 for more information.

Tues., Feb. 22,  1–2 pm, the Garden Club of Newton 
presents “Stone in the Garden,” CH Booth Library, 25 
Main Street, Newtown. Andrew Pighills of English Gardens 
and Landscaping in Killingworth will explore the myriad ways 
in which structure is created in the landscape using natural 
stone. He’ll elaborate on where to place stone walls to define 
garden areas, paths, walkways and patios to direct one through 
the garden, and where one may happen upon follies, benches, 
seats, mosaics and other whimsies. He will describe which 
materials are most suitable for creating contrast and harmony. 
Call 203-258-0676 for more information.

Thurs., Feb. 24–Sun. Feb. 27 – Connecticut Flower & 
Garden Show, Connecticut Convention Center, Hartford. 
Explore over 200 exhibits overflowing with fresh flowers, 
plants, herbs, bulbs, seeds, gardening books, garden equipment 
and more. View beautifully landscaped gardens and stop 
by the Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut design & 
horticulture competition. There will be more than 80 hours 
of seminars and demonstrations across a variety of topics. For 
discounted tickets, go to https://ctflowershow.com

Sat., Feb. 26, 8 am–1 pm – “Gardening for Everyone” 
presented by Rutgers’ Home Gardening School, virtual only. 
Feeling the wintertime blues and can't wait for spring? Then 
don't miss your chance to get inspired and learn innovative 
gardening techniques from experts at our upcoming online 
Home Gardeners School. For all levels of gardeners. $80. 
Register at http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/
ah0201wa.html

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org.  
Please format the announcement to resemble the entries below. Deadline for March issue is February 15.

http://cthort.org
http://rowaytongardeners.org/
http://rowaytongardeners.org/
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
https://60674.blackbaudhosting.com/60674/I-Like-It-I-Love-It-and-the-Deer-Dont-Eat-It 
https://60674.blackbaudhosting.com/60674/I-Like-It-I-Love-It-and-the-Deer-Dont-Eat-It 
https://www.jenksproductions.com/tickets/annual-southeastern-ct-home-and-garden-show/
https://www.jenksproductions.com/tickets/annual-southeastern-ct-home-and-garden-show/
https://www.jenksproductions.com/tickets/annual-southeastern-ct-home-and-garden-show/
https://ctflowershow.com
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/ah0201wa.html 
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/ah0201wa.html 
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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wwwwww..ffrriieennddsshhiippttoouurrss..nnee          **  Proof of Covid Vaccination required on this tour.  See back of flyer for details. 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents: 

2022  FLOWER SHOW THEME: ‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 
  Admission to Flower Show  - Outdoors at FDR Park 

  Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia 
  Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur, 
 David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer 

  Private Gardens 
  2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia 

  2 nights at Mendenhall Inn 
  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners  

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call Friendship Tours  
at (860) 243-1630 or toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

wwwwww..ffrriieennddsshhiippttoouurrss..nnee          **  Proof of Covid Vaccination required on this tour.  See back of flyer for details. 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents: 

2022  FLOWER SHOW THEME: ‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 
  Admission to Flower Show  - Outdoors at FDR Park 

  Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia 
  Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur, 
 David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer 

  Private Gardens 
  2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia 

  2 nights at Mendenhall Inn 
  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners  

2022 FLOWER SHOW THEME: ‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 
Admission to Flower Show  - Outdoors at FDR Park 

Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia • Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur  
David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer Private Gardens • 2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia  

2 nights at Mendenhall Inn •  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners

Proof of Covid vaccination is required on this trip.

Cost:  $1,349 per person, double occupancy  |  $1,699 per person single 
CHS Member Discount: $1,299 per person, double occupancy  |  $1,649 per person single

https://www.friendshiptours.net/tours/chs-philadelphia-flower-show-brandywine-valley

http://www.friendshiptours.net
https://www.friendshiptours.net/tours/chs-philadelphia-flower-show-brandywine-valley 
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CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Thurs., Feb. 3 –  Board of Directors  
 Remote Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Tues., Feb. 15 –  Deadline for March  
 Newsletter

Thurs, Feb. 17 –  CT Hort VIRTUAL  
 Program Meeting, 7:00 p.m.  
 Timothy Tilghman 
 presents Untermyer  
 Gardens: Past, Present,  
 & Future

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.

Printed on recycled paper.
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Scholarship Fund Status

Onward and 
upward! 

We've got $5,781 
in the scholarship 

fund. 

Thank you for 
everything you do! 

McVane, Bellobuono, Kuzmak, 
Wiezalis, and Bibisi, LLP.

ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE ADMINISTRATION,  
REAL ESTATE , PERSONAL INJURY

Buying or selling?  
Let us help with our extensive experience with closings  

of houses and business properties.

Rest easier with the proper estate plan in place.

Need help settling a loved one's estate? We Have more than  
50 years experience navigating the Probate Court process.

Injured by another in an accident ? or at work? We can help. 

Our partners provide over 150 years of collective experience  
so don't hesitate to call us for any issue.

Contact us:  
MBKWBLAW.COM   860-956-0043

Meet with us at our office:  
801 Maple Avenue (South end)  Hartford, CT 06114

http://CTHort.org
http://MBKWBLAW.COM

