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As gardeners, we are all itching to get 
outside and work in our early spring 
gardens. Every nice, warm day whispers, 
“it’s time to garden!” 
 Before you get started, remember that 
what we do at this time of year can have a 
big effect on our precious pollinators. Let 
me explain…
 I am now practicing a very different 
kind of garden maintenance, both in the 
fall and in the spring. First of all, I don’t 
cut all of my herbaceous perennials down 
to the ground in late fall. Instead, I leave 
up plants that have seedpods that will 
feed the birds. All winter I watched the 
birds pecking at the asters, Black-eyed 
Susans, coneflowers, even my Sanguisorba 
flowers! Another reason I leave plants 
standing is that our native tunnel nesting 
bees lay their eggs in hollow plant stems. 
Those eggs remain over the winter. 
 It looks very different to see a garden 
left partially standing over the winter and 
takes some getting used to. But seeing all 

the life in my garden during the dormant 
months has proven to me how valuable 
this method is to help sustain a happy 
habitat.
 What are native tunnel nesting bees? 
About 70% of our native bees are solitary 

and lay their eggs in hollow plant stems 
as well as holes in branches or logs. 
Classic examples are milkweed, aster, 
and Helianthus stems and elderberry 
(Sambucus canadensis) branches. The 
rule of thumb is to not cut these until the 
temperatures are above 50-55 degrees for a 

full week. This triggers many of the earliest 
native bees to emerge and seek out pollen 
and nectar. When you DO decide to cut 
things perennials down, try leaving 5-6" of 
stubble up for the later hatching bees. The 
new growth will quickly cover these short 
stems and soon you won’t even notice 
them.
 Another thing we do in late winter 
is cut down our ornamental grasses. I 
have a trick—I tie the grasses up with 
biodegradable twine. Then, after I cut 
them down, they are already bundled and 
ready for the compost pile! Low grasses 
that form hummocks are often the winter 
nesting spot for ground nesting bees. This 
includes bumblebees. Again, wait to clean 
up your low grasses such as Hakonachloe 
( Japanese forest grass) and Carexes until 
you start to see the bumblebees out and 
about. 
 One thing I ALWAYS do in late winter 
the instant the garden becomes visible—
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Bartlett Arboretum

Connecticut Gardener

The Garden Barn Nursery

Go Organic LLC

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

President’s Letter 
Help us dig up some volunteers!

Hello Gardeners! 
With spring’s warmer weather, walking around my yard and assessing the condition of 
things is always a favorite pastime–I’m sure it’s the same for you! I see many of the crocus 
bulbs from our fall bulb sale popping up. Did you know saffron comes from the autumn-
blooming crocus sativus? I was surprised to learn that we can grow them in Connecticut.

After watching Robert Clyde Anderson’s presentation last month, I decided it’s time 
to change things up in at least one section of my yard. I spent some time looking for many 
of the under-used plants he recommended, and have come up with a plan. 

Our Plant Sale & Auction on May 13 will be a great success–and we need your help 
to make that happen! Please volunteer when you receive the sign-up request in the coming 
weeks. We will need many hands to run a smooth event and even a short shift will be a great 
help. You can find a link to sign up on page 6. 

This August ends the term of many on our Board of Directors, as well as my time 
as president. As a Board member you would have the opportunity to help steer the 
organization into the future and forge great relationships with other like-minded 
individuals. We currently have no Vice-President. Without one, what will become of 
our organization? If we have a member willing to step into the Vice President position, 
I pledge to work with the Board and the new Vice-President for another year in the 
position of president. Please consider these opportunities and use your time and talent to 
serve this 135-year-old gem of a society.

Warmly,
Cheryl Marino

VILLAGE GREENE
GARDENS LLC
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Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker 
meeting , please take a 
moment to tell us what you 
thought of the presenter. 
Your candid feedback 
helps us to arrange for 
speakers that will hold 
your interest. Take the 
six-question survey on our 
website – cthort.org. Click 
on the survey icon found 
on any page then chose 
the speaker you want to 
rate. Thank you for your 
feedback.

Structure  
and Ornament  
in the Garden
with Amy Ziffer
Thursday, April 28, 2022 • 7 pm  

Amy Ziffer

The hallmark of great garden design is definition—the boundaries, vertical accents, focal 
points, and embellishments composed of non-living elements that shape both the garden 
and our experience of it. Join Amy Ziffer for a look at the importance of often overlooked 
functional and ornamental design details.

Amy Ziffer started A Shady Lady Garden 
Design in 1998 in order to help residential 
clients create beautiful, functional ornamental 
landscapes that solve problems without sacrificing 
ecological sensitivity. She is the author of The 
Shady Lady’s Guide to Northeast Shade Gardening, 
being released in May by Comstock Publishing 
Associates, an imprint of Cornell University 
Press. She frequently lectures and teaches about 
gardening across the Northeast. 

On April 28, we go back to our in-person speaker presentations with Zoom streaming.
Member anniversaries are being celebrated at our speaker presentation on April 28!  
If you’re celebrating a special anniversary with us this year, please join us!

Coming up on May 19, in person and live via Zoom: The World of Peonies  
with Dan Furman of Cricket Hill Gardens.

Where  
flowers bloom, 
so does hope.

—Lady Bird Johnson
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after the snow melts—is to take a garbage 
bag and a pair of clippers out to the yard 
and look for any German (bearded) iris 
foliage still standing. I cut it right down 
to the rhizome, bag it, and discard it. The 
iris borer larvae overwinter in standing 
foliage. If left, they hatch, tunnel down 
into the rhizomes, and destroy them. I also 
look for any diseased foliage and discard it. 
By simply eliminating the overwintering 
larvae, you will eliminate the problem 
without chemicals. If you suspect borers 
(watch for vertical tunnels in the foliage), 
squeeze the tunnels with your fingers. If 
you have a serious problem, mark on your 
calendar to divide 4 to 5-year-old stands 
of bearded irises in August. 
 I was stunned to find some hollyhock 
leaves with rust fungus on them in late 
February. Hollyhocks are very susceptible to 
rust. Once rust is established in your garden, 
it can easily spread to New England asters. 
It is best to cull 2 to 4-year-old hollyhock 
plants, removing them completely from 
the garden and regularly replacing them 
with young seedlings. Hollyhocks are 
technically biennials, but they actually live 
for many years. Older plants are weaker and 
much more susceptible to disease. After 
doing these chores, I clean my shears with  
rubbing alcohol.

 

I always cut down my Epimedium foliage 
the instant I can get out in the garden. 
Many of the varieties are evergreen and are 
left up all winter long. Shearing down the 
spent foliage early means you don’t have 
to dance between the delicate, emerging 
flowers later, which, believe me, is a very 
tedious task. I also cut off all of the old 
Hellebore leaves as fast as I can to make 
room for the late winter and spring flowers. 
The new leaves that will emerge are so 
much nicer than the bedraggled old ones. 

Here are some other plant-specific tips for 
waking up the spring garden:
• Iberis sempervirens (Candytuft) has its 
buds set the previous fall for early spring 
bloom. Wait until flowering is finished 
to shape it or you will cut off this year’s 
flowers.

• Perennials with a woody framework 
(lavender, sage, Perovskia, Montauk 
daisies) should not be pruned until you 
see new growth emerging. Then, I cut 
the woody stems down to about 12” and 
remove some of the oldest wood from the 
inside of the plant to encourage young, 
vigorous new growth. 
• As Phlox paniculata shoots emerge in 
mid spring, I thin them to help air to flow 
inside the plants. This really helps to cut 
down on powdery mildew. I try to divide 
my summer phloxes in the fall every 4 to 
5 years to keep them healthy and happy.
• I wait to prune my roses until I see 
live buds swelling. I OPEN prune them, 
cutting to an outside facing bud and taking 
out branches that grow into the middle of 
the plant. This is the best way to reduce 
fungus later.
• Summer blooming shrubs such as 
St. Johnswort (Hypericum), Abelia, 
butterfly bushes, beautyberry (Callicarpa), 
Rose of Sharon, and blue mist shrub 
(Caryopteris) bloom on current year’s 
wood and should be pruned in the spring. 
Never prune spring bloomers such as lilacs, 
rhododendrons, and fragrant Viburnums 
at this time of year, as they bloom on 
last year’s wood and you will cut off the 
potential flowers!
• Early spring is the time to prune 
panicle hydrangeas (Hydrangea paniculata 
varieties such as ‘Limelight’), smooth 
hydrangeas (Hydrangea arborescens, such 
as ‘Annabelle’), summersweet (Clethra 
alnifolia), buttonbush (Calycanthus) and 

“Waking up your Spring Garden”     from page 1

continued on page 5
This is before and after pruning a Potentilla. It is one of the shrubs that bloom on new wood and should be 
pruned now.

Clethra alnifolia 'Ruby Spice'
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Virginia sweetspire (Itea), because they 
bloom on new wood.
• I never prune oakleaf hydrangeas in the 
spring as the flower buds are set up on the 
TIPS of the branches. Bigleaf hydrangeas 
(H. macrophlla) should be left alone 
until you see the new growth breaking 
dormancy. Then, leave as much of the 
stems up as you can, topping them only 
a bit if they are too tall. Flowers form on 
shoots that arise from buds on old wood. 
Reblooming hydrangeas will also form 
flowers later in the season on their new 
growth. 

As you work in your garden this spring, 
keep an eye out for “free gifts,” self-
sown plants that you want to keep. 
Asters, columbines, foxgloves, hollyhocks, 
perennial sunflowers, and coneflowers 
will all self sow. Don’t weed out anything 
you don’t know! If you see a valuable free 
baby seedling and it is in the wrong place, 
quickly dig it up and move it to a new spot. 
In late winter and very early spring, I direct 
sow cool-season annuals such as poppies 
and bachelor’s buttons. I have had great 
success with this method and my garden 
is filled with these beautiful flowers in 
June that I simply sprinkled on very cold 
soil and scratched in. I always label where 
I do this cool-season sowing so I don’t 
accidentally weed out my babies or plant 
something else in that spot. 
 Late winter and early spring is usually 
a very wet time of year. I try not to walk 
too much on the soggy wet soil as it will 
compact it. I grow my veggies in raised 

beds and they are much easier to work 
in as they are covered with shredded leaf 
mulch and all I have to do is pull the 
leaves aside and lean over to plant the 
early season crops like peas, radishes, beets, 
carrots, beets, lettuce, and kale. I always 
use my soil thermometer and check the 
soil temperature before planting. 
 I follow a lot of English gardening sites 
and all of them talk about transplanting 
snowdrops “in the green.” That means, 
dig and move them right after they have 
flowered and before the leaves turn yellow. 
I have been doing that for the past few 
years and I am thrilled with the results: 
more snowdrops everywhere! 
 Finally, as soon as the soil starts to 
thaw, I remove the cut evergreen boughs 
and berries that I stuck into my winter 
pots and replace them with pussy willow 
stems! Not only is it a cheerful way 
to greet the season, they often root in 
the soil and I get more plants! As soon 
as they show up in the garden center, 
I add pansies, Nemesias, Erysimiums 
(wallflowers), blue honeywort (Cerinthe), 
sweet alyssum, calendulas, and other cold 
tolerant annuals to beautify my deck and 
porch in April and May while waiting for 
the warm weather to arrive. 
 Welcome spring 2022! Enjoy your 
first forays into your yard and wake up 
your garden with pollinators in mind this 
year.   

Annabelle Hydrangea

April 8-10 
New Gardener’s Bootcamp
A weekend of garden lessons  

with Daryl Beyers.

April 23 
Perennial Plant Combinations

Richard Rosiello on creating  
season-long interest

April 30
Edible Landscaping in New England

Dan Furman on the what, where  
and how of growing fruit

May 7
Shade Revealed

Amy Ziffer on gardening  
successfully in low light

Hollister 
House  
Garden

BARN TALKS

For information and 
reservations: 

hollisterhousegarden.org 
or 860.868.2200

300 Nettleton Hollow Road 

Washington, CT 06793

Epimedium
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CT Hort Spring Plant Sale & Auction 
IS BACK!

Friday, May 13, 2022
Bethany Covenant Church, 785 Mill Street (Rt. 372), Berlin, CT

After a two-year hiatus, the CT Hort Spring Plant Sale & Auction will be held in-person, once 
again. And the Auction Committee has been preparing for weeks to plan an even bigger 
and better event. The evening will include a plant sale, silent auction, and ends with a live 
auction of the most unusual offerings. 

With guidance from the one-and-only Nancy DuBrule-Clemente – longstanding auctioneer 
and CT Hort member – this year’s event will offer a thoughtfully curated array of unusual 
perennials, annuals, vegetables & herbs, shrubs and silent auction treasures. 

Auctioneers are horticulture professionals who provide a fact-filled background of each 
plant’s merits, culture, and distinction. This year, the LIVE auction portion of the evening 
will be streamlined in order to assure an earlier end time. Expanding the SILENT auction 
offerings to include collections of edible veggies or herbs, butterfly or pollinator collections, 
native plants, woodland wildflowers, recent releases, and beautiful hanging baskets will 
help us meet that goal.  

In addition, plants offered for sale will come from local growers and wholesalers –not 
from member gardens, as in past years. Member plants will instead be sold at our monthly 
speaker meetings that are held in person in the months of April, May, June, September and 
October at the Emanuel Synagogue Auditorium in West Hartford. 

Proceeds from all sales are deposited into the Scholarship Fund and used to provide 
scholarships to Plant Science students at the University of Connecticut (since 1959), and 
Naugatuck Valley Community College (since 2011). To be able to maximize the amount 
we can donate to the Scholarship Fund, we’ll be charging a modest $5 admission fee to 
cover the cost of refreshments and the cost of the hall rental.

"Many of the most unusual and interesting plants in my home gardens  
have come from the CT Horticultural Society auctions. So many of these are not  

readily available in retail stores anymore. Plus, it makes me feel so good to be 
supporting horticulture students who we desperately need in our industry."

—Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

To help make the auction a success, we will need helpers on the evening of the 
auction AND during the month of April (to make calls or pick up donations).  
Sign up here to let us know you're interested. Thank you for lending a hand.
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Plant Tulips, Plant Daffodils,
Plant Colorblends this Fall 

colorblends.com  |  1 (888) 847-8637

McVane, Bellobuono, Kuzmak, 
Wiezalis, and Bibisi, LLP.

ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE ADMINISTRATION,  
REAL ESTATE , PERSONAL INJURY

Buying or selling?  
Let us help with our extensive experience with closings  

of houses and business properties.

Rest easier with the proper estate plan in place.

Need help settling a loved one's estate? We Have more than  
50 years experience navigating the Probate Court process.

Injured by another in an accident ? or at work? We can help. 

Our partners provide over 150 years of collective experience  
so don't hesitate to call us for any issue.

Contact us:  
MBKWBLAW.COM   860-956-0043

Meet with us at our office:  
801 Maple Avenue (South end)  Hartford, CT 06114

Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

Events for 2011 
 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 

203-288-1026
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

Upcoming Events
namental GraMagnolia Festival    April 20sses  Sept. 2th1

View our catalog and event details at:

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Nursery Opening Day 

April 1
Mountain Laurel Festival 

June 4–5
Cutting Propagation 

June 15

Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

Events for 2011 
 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 

203-288-1026
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

Upcoming Events
namental GraMagnolia Festival    April 20sses  Sept. 2th1

View our catalog and event details at:

Prevent, Treat, 
and Control
Plant Diseases
n  Prevent diseases
     like powdery mildew, 
     downy mildew, leaf
     blight, and more

n  Promotes strong
     roots and plants

n  Kills algae on siding,
     walkways, and
     landscaping rocks

1-888-273-3088 | BioSafeSystems.com

CONNECTICUT

BASED COMPAN
Y
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2021-22 CONNECTICUT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

Rev. 01/2022 

 
The following nurseries 
offer CT Hort members a 
10% discount. Please 
present your membership 
card before your purchase. 
Discount normally applies 
to non-sale items. 

AL’S LANDSCAPING & NURSERY 
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111,       

(860)-667-1822, alslandscaping.com 

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St,    

East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 

betterstones.com 

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 

Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 

simsburygarden.com 

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow St., 

Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 

boscosgardencenter.com 

BOTTICELLO FARMS  

209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040                     

(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net 

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            

13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 

(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com 

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West Hartford 

06110, (860) 561-2148, 

butlerflorestandgarden.com 

CRICKET HILL GARDEN       

670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787, 

(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com 

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston Tpk., 

Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 

cropleysgardencenter.com 

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 

(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com 

GO ORGANIC LLC                              
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson 06277, 

(860) 935-5235, http://goorganicllc.com/ 

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury Tpk., 

Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 

gottasfarm.com 

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER        
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088,     

(860) 528-6806, discount applies to    

plant material only, 

harkenslandscapesupply.com 

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER          

26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             

(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com 

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 

West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 

discount applies to plant material only, 

moscarillos.com 

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 

Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        

discount applies to plant material only, 

naturework.com 

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail order 

neseed.com  

O’BRIEN NURSERY, 40 Wells Road, 

Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 

obrienhosta.com 

RIVERSIDE NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 56 River Road (Rte. 179), 

Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285, 

discount applies to plant material only, 

riversidenursery-ct.com 

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & NURSERY 

1838 New London Tpk., Glastonbury 

06033, (860) 633-8681, 

scottsorchardandnursery.com 

STONE POST GARDENS (seasonal)     

1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457, 

(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com 

THE GARDEN BARN NURSERY 
228 West Street, Vernon 06066 

(860) 872-7291, www.gardenbarn.com 

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                

(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com 

WARNER NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 

06070, (860) 651-0204, 

warnernursery.com 

WOODLAND GARDENS  

168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      

(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com 

 

 

 
Connecticut Horticultural Society 

P.O. Box 330966 
West Hartford, CT 06133 

860 529-8713  
office@cthort.org 
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GOAL
$8,000

$0

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

$5,881

Scholarship Fund 
Status

Onward and 
upward! 

We've got 
$5,881 in the 
scholarship 
fund. 

Thank you for 
everything 
you do! 

Organic Lawn, 
garden and  
Land care

860-935-5235 • GoOrganicLLc.com
CT HIC #0617420 • B-2670

 Organic Lawn Perennial Plant Care
 Lawn Maintenance Organic Vegetable Garden
 Lawn Seeding & Renovations Organic Tick Control

Safe fOr yOu,  
yOur chiLdren, petS 

and the envirOnment

JUST $12 for a year of ‘Horticulture’ magazine
That’s 67% off the cover price. Horticulture is dedicated to 
celebrating the passion of avid gardeners, who take delight 
not just in gardens but in garden-making. The engaging 
writing and brilliant photography help gardeners to create 
beautiful and useful spaces. 

Place your order by calling  
1-877-860-9146 or by mail to 
Horticulture Magazine 
P.O. Box 842, Des Moines, IA  
50304-0842.

To get the discount, be sure 
to mention Promo Code 
PCONN22

$10 DISCOUNT  
on a NEW or GIFT MEMBERSHIP to 
American Horticultural Society

CT Hort has arranged a discount 
on membership with the American 
Horticultural Society (AHS). A new or gift 
‘single membership’ costs only $25 for a 
year, rather than the going rate of $35.

NEW MEMBERS ALSO RECEIVE:
$10 in Auction Bucks,  
redeemable at our Plant Sales & Auctions

Additional discounts included with your membership:
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Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. 
To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org.  
Please format the announcement to resemble the entries 
below. Deadline for May issue is April 15.

Thurs., Apr. 7, 12 pm — West Hartford Garden Club 
Meeting presents “Dahlias, Selection and Care” with Kevin 
Wasilewski, President, Connecticut Dahlia Society, Saint 
John’s Episcopal Church, 679 Farmington Avenue, West 
Hartford. Mr. Wasilewski will enlighten event-goers with his 
recommendations for Dahlia variety selection, planting, care, 
dividing, and winter storage. Guest donation of $10. Go to 
www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org to register.

Fri., Apr. 8, 5-6:30 pm, Sat., Apr. 9, 10 am-3:30 pm, and 
Sun., Apr. 10, 10 am-3:30 pm, Hollister House presents 
“Garden Workshop: New Gardener’s Bootcamp, with 
Daryl Beyers, 300 Nettleton Hollow Rd, Washington. 
Enjoy a weekend of garden lessons, based on Daryl Beyers’ 
book, The New Gardener’s Handbook, including classroom 
lectures, hands-on projects, and a field trip to a local nursery, 
all designed to present the fundamentals of gardening in a fun 
and informative way. HHG members bootcamp is $250; non-
members $275. Register at https://hollisterhousegarden.org/
event/new-gardeners-bootcamp/

Wed., Apr. 13, 10 am, Federated Garden Club Annual 
Meeting featuring keynote speaker Leslie Martino, Aqua 
Turf Club, 556 Mulberry St., Plantsville. Leslie, a landscape 
designer, and a member of the Landscape Design Council, 
will help us celebrate the bicentennial of the birth of Frederick 
Law Olmsted, considered the father of American landscape 
architecture. Also enjoy coffee and tea, browse vendor booths 
and purchase drawing tickets. Register online: https://
ctgardenclubs.org/annual-fgcct-meeting-and-luncheon-
online-registration/

Thurs., Apr. 21, 7-9 pm, North Haven Garden Club 
presents “Spring Décor” with Carmelina Villani, president 
of Wallingford Garden Club, North Haven Congregational 
Church, 28 Church Street, North Haven. Carmelina will 
present an interesting collection of containers and flowers that 
can be used to create designs that can be enjoyed in our homes 
throughout the season. $5 entry fee. 

Wed., Apr. 27, 7-9 pm, Ornamental and native grasses, 
presented by the Hardy Plant Society of NE CT Chapter 
(virtual only). Andy Brand from Coastal Main Botanical 
Gardens will speak on ornamental and native grasses. The 
virtual event is free to HPSNE CC members; guest donation 
is $10. Call 860-680-3686.

In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the Connecticut 
Horticultural Society (CT Hort) established the 
Gustav Mehlquist award to honor our member Dr. 
Gustav Mehlquist for his extraordinary contribution 
to horticulture. Dr. Mehlquist, who had been long 
recognized as one of the leading horticulturists in the 
United States, was a member of CT Hort, the American 
Rhododendron Society, The Connecticut Nurseryman’s 
Association and a professor of Plant Science at the 
University of Connecticut (UConn). 

Born in Sweden, Dr. Mehlquist earned his 
bachelor’s degree from UConn in 1936 and earned his 
doctorate from the University of California at Berkeley 
in 1939. He was also the recipient of a Guggenheim 
Fellowship for Biology and Plant Science in 1947 and 
subsequently studied orchid genetics in England. After 
many years of outstanding work in plant breeding, 

specializing in orchids, delphiniums and carnations,  
Dr. Mehlquist joined the staff at the UConn in 1952 where 
he continued his work as a horticultural researcher, plant 
breeder, hybridizer, educator and writer. While at UConn 
his interest in rhododendrons led to the development of 
several vigorous cold- hardy rhododendrons. 

Every year CT Hort seeks nominations for this 
prestigious award named in honor of Dr. Gustav 
Mehlquist. Nominations must be received by April 30. 

If you know a Connecticut resident who deserves 
to be honored and recognized for their significant and 
extraordinary contributions in horticulture or the art of 
gardening, please submit a nomination letter describing 
the background and qualifications of your nominee to 
Mary Anna Martell or via email to office@cthort.org.  
Or, mail the office: CT Hort Office, P.O. Box 330966, 
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966. 

2022-23 Mehlquist Award
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SECRET GARDENS OF SANTA FE
JUNE 14-20, 2022
Escorted by C. Colston Burrell

Friendship Tours has partnered with Garden and Nature Tours to plan exciting itineraries 
focused on private garden experiences and escorted by C. Colston Burrell - author, speaker, 
gardener. Join Cole Burrell in Santa Fe to explore the rich cultures, storied traditions, 
colorful gardens and innovative cuisine of the oldest Capital city in the United States. 

Visit a collection of private and public gardens including Santa Fe Botanic Garden 
and Georgia O'Keeffe's home at Abiquiu. Peruse the collections of modern and folk art 
at world-class galleries. Explore the historic city and delve into ancient and contemporary 
indigenous art and culture.
To Download the Tour Brochure, click here: https://gardenandnaturetours.com/santafe/
To Make a Reservation, https://www.friendshiptours.net/group-travel
Select "Group Sign In." Enter the TOUR CODE: 22JUN14SANTAFE in the box 
labeled "Make a New Reservation."
Or call Barb at Friendship Tours for more information at 860-243-1630.

SECRET GARDENS OF SANTA FE 
JUNE 14-20, 2022 

AN EXCLUSIVE TOUR ESCORTED BY 

C. COLSTON BURRELL

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call Friendship Tours  
at (860) 243-1630 or toll-free (800) 243-1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

Philadelphia Flower Show
Sat-Weds, June 18-22, 2022

2022 Flower Show Theme: 
‘IN FULL BLOOM’ 

Admission to Flower Show – Outdoors at FDR Park 
• Dinner Cruise in Philadelphia  

• Visits to: Grounds For Sculpture, Winterthur  
David Culp’s Brandywine Cottage, Chanticleer Private Gardens  

• 2 nights at Marriott Downtown Philadelphia  
2 nights at Mendenhall Inn  

•  2 Breakfast, 2 Boxed Lunches  &  4 Dinners

Proof of Covid vaccination is required on this trip.

Cost:  $1,349 per person, double occupancy 
$1,699 per person single

CHS Member Discount: $1,299 per person, double 
occupancy  |  $1,649 per person single

https://www.friendshiptours.net/tours/chs-
philadelphia-flower-show-brandywine-valley

Monday, July 11, 2022
This mid-summer day trip will take you to Litchfield 
County and the foothills of the Berkshire Mountains. 
First stop is Hollister House Garden where you’ll 
explore an American interpretation of classic English 
gardens such as Sissinghurst, Great Dixter and Hidcote. 
Although formal in its structure, Hollister House Garden 
is informal and rather wild in its planting style. Lunch 
will be enjoyed at the Market Place Tavern in Litchfield. 
Finally, you’ll be treated to an exclusive tour and Begonia 
demonstration at White Flower Farm by CT Hort Board 
member Cheryl Whalen who is White Flower Farm’s 
Head Gardener. https://www.friendshiptours.net/tours/
litchfield-hills

Cost: $129 per person   |   CT Hort Members: $124

 

Connecticut Horticultural Society Presents 

Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are 
handled on a per trip basis.  Refunds will depend on timing of the cancellation and supplier policies. 
Tickets to theaters / events are non-refundable. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost 
based on fuel surcharges. 

To reserve, please go to www.friendshiptours.net or call Friendship Tours at 860.243.1630.  
Make checks payable to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield, CT  06002.  

Payment due at time of reservation. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 

Price Includes: Informal garden tour of Hollister House Garden, 
lunch at GW Tavern, Behind-the Scenes Tour at White Flower Farm, 
and Friendship Tours Tour Director. 

$118. per person 

$112.pp w/ CHS Mbr. Discount 

Depart  Estimated Return 
8:00am   MANCHESTER: Commuter Lot, corner of Buckland & Pleasant Hills. 7:00pm 

8:30am   Emanuel Synagogue, WEST HARTFORD, 160 Mohegan Drive. 6:30pm 

 
Beautifully situated on a sloping, terraced site in 

the rolling hills of Litchfield County in 
northwestern Connecticut, Hollister House 
Garden is an American interpretation of such 
classic English gardens as Sissinghurst, Great 

Dixter and Hidcote, formal in its structure but 
informal and rather wild in its style of planting. 
It’s a 30 year labor of love. We’ll have time to 

explore these gardens & an informal tour. 
 

GW Tavern will serve up a delightful luncheon 
for us. Named after our first president in honor 

of his passage through the small town of 
Washington Depot in the foothills of the 

Berkshire Mountains. 

TTuueessddaayy,,  JJuullyy  2211,,  22002200  

Special afternoon visit to White Flower Farm 
with a behind-the-scenes tour hosted by our 
own Cheryl Whalen, Head Gardener at 
White Flower Farm. 

With an exclusive Tour of White Flower 
Farm with head gardener, Cheryl Whalen! 

Hollister House and 
White Flower Farm
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      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Thurs. April 7 –  Board of Directors  

 Remote Meeting, 7 p.m. 
Fri. April 15 –  Deadline for May  

 Newsletter
Thurs. April 28 –  CT Hort in-person and

  virtual Program Meeting,  
 7:00 p.m. Amy Ziffer 
  presents Structure and  
 Ornament in the Garden

Go to CTHort.org for information on these 
and all other meetings and programs.

Printed on recycled paper.

Welcome New Members!

Mary Bailly
Rita Borovicka
Pamela Bosward
Gioia Browne
Heather Campbell
Mary Lou Carlson
Marjorie Chapman
Anne Charlton
Shirley Clevenger
Colorblends (Business)
Joan Cominski
Lisa Cushman
Joan Dimonda
Christopher Dreisch
Rachael Duwart
Elizabeth Fenton
Robin Franklin

Giovanna Giordano
Glengate Company (Business)
Pamela Guay
Kimberly Harrison
John Hill
Patricia Hubbard
Maria Huntsman
Kimberly Kelly
Sally Kernan
Stephanie Kronau
Peter Lange
James Louey
Martha MacAvoy
Sue Mackiewicz
Michele MacKinnon
Joyce Mandel
Noreen Mangan

Colleen McDermott
Jeanne Merola
Shirley Ostertag
Karen Pierson
Kelle Ruden
Ralph Rudolph
Ellen Saegaert
Anne Sheffield
Vi Smalley
Susan Stark
Suzanne Steadham
Jessica Turgoose
Amy Tyson
Mary Weinheimer
Katie Wilcock
Carole Williamson


