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A Garden Miscellany:  
An Illustrated Guide to the 
Elements of the Garden
By Suzanne Staubach
Hardcover, 220 pages
Timber Press, October, 2019
Reviewer: Jody Morgan

Meant to be savored in small bites, A Garden Miscellany offers 
short alphabetically listed essays on garden elements that whet 
your appetite for learning more about the background and 
function of items as basic as a gate or as unusual as a gypsy wagon.  
Unlike typical garden tomes so heavy the reader needs a sturdy 
surface to support them, this book is sized to be held and easily 
opened to any entry.  Illustrations digitally designed by Julia 
Yellow provide a dreamlike passage from page to page.  Even if 
you already know what a “Ha-Ha” is, you’ll find lots of amusing 
information within this volume to share with friends.

Meander through the text beginning at an “Allee” and pausing 
to take in a “Focal Point” before continuing along a “Path” that 
ends up in your own “Yard.”  Many elements are as familiar as 
“Lawn.”  But did you know that chamomile and clover lawns 
were grown during the Middle Ages along with flowery meads?  
Some less-often encountered elements have a fascinating history 
spanning the globe.  In the “Grotto” chapter Suzanne Staubach 
includes a quotation written by Hsi-Ma Kuang in 1026 describing 
the grotto in a Chinese garden much like the ones favored in 
Renaissance Europe.  Ancient Greeks and Romans made grottoes 
in seaside caves as sacred places to honor water nymphs and then 
replicated those grottoes at their villas thus creating cool spaces 
to escape the summer heat.

For a totally sustainable way to repurpose all the trees 
upturned in stormy weather, turn to the “Stumpery” chapter.  
Staubach defines a stumpery as: “a collection of tree stumps that 
have been gathered, set in proximity to each other, and arranged 

2020 Review of Gardening Books
by Karla Dalley, CT Hort member and blogger & Barbara Skomorowski, CT Hort Communications Director 

Wishing you and your loved ones  
a healthy and safe holiday.

continued on page 4

There’s a definite theme of hope, regeneration and revival in the books we reviewed for this edition of our Annual Book Review 
and it’s clear from the titles alone of over half the books we reviewed. From Nature’s Best Hope, Doug Tallamy’s latest book, to 
Gardening the Mind: The Restorative Power of Nature, two books that actually have the word “regenerative” in their titles and 
The Kitchen Garden Revival: clearly we felt that the garden was still a place of optimism this year.

We also looked at some popular trends this year: Victory Gardening (which made a huge comeback this 
year), and succulents (which have remained popular). Finally, we have a couple of ever-popular garden 
book types. Marta MacDowell returns with a look at Emily Dickinson’s garden and we review Spirit of 
Place: The Making of a New England Garden, a gorgeous coffee-table type book by the former director 
of preservation for the Garden Conservancy.  We have tried to appeal to gardeners and to gift-givers. 
Whether giving or receiving, there should be something for both on this list.
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Bartlett Arboretum

Go Organic LLC

MH Landscape Design

The Garden Barn Nursery

Trout Lily Farm

Wild Rose Landscape Design

Thank you to our generous business members and supporters!

President’s Letter  
Closing out 2020

Dear Members,

What a lovely autumn we have been enjoying, gratefully the rain dances 
worked! 

By shuttering our Rocky Hill office, we will realize a savings of approximate-
ly $850.00 per month. Unfortunately, offsetting that savings, we have a new 
expense of $300-500 monthly for bookkeeping services. The Board of Di-
rectors will vote on which firm to choose at the November Board Meeting.  

I hope you have enjoyed the online speaker programs these last two months. 
I certainly appreciate the up-front view of the photos that our speakers have 
been sharing. If you need help getting hooked up to ZOOM please contact 
Mary Anna at office@cthort.org and she will forward the information to me 
and/or James Milne who is our tech support guru.

I’ve been in touch with the Education Committee and currently all programs 
remain on hold until the spring when they will reassess the “Covid-19” risk.

Please keep an eye out for our emails on our next eBay auction/fund raiser 
for our Scholarship Fund. This sale will be gift themed for the upcoming 
holidays. I look forward to our November 12th speaker Ellen Ecker Ogden. 
Our next Newsletter comes out in January. Until then, may you and your 
loved ones be blessed with a healthy holiday season. 

Cheryl Marino

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
mailto:office%40cthort.org?subject=
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Speaker Feedback 
After you attend or view a recorded speaker meeting, please take a moment to tell us what you 
thought of the presenter. Your candid feedback helps us to arrange for speakers that will hold 
your interest. Take the five-question survey on our website – cthort.org. Click on the survey 
icon found on every page then chose the speaker you want to rate. Thank you for your feedback.

ELLEN ECKER OGDEN is an award winning kitchen garden designer who lives 
in Vermont. She entertained and educated us back in May when she shared her six 
steps to successful kitchen garden design. Ellen returns on the 12th to build on 
our understanding of design basics and will discuss plant options such as heirloom 
vegetables, forgotten fruits, and fragrant flowers. 

This talk is based on Ellen’s newest book, The New Heirloom Garden, that is coming 
out in February, 2021. Learn how to grow something new that is old, and revel in 
growing your own seeds to sow each year in your own garden, and to share with friends. 
Be inspired to plant varieties that add forgotten charm to your own heirloom garden 
and serve up good food.

Ellen’s lecture will be presented on Zoom to continue to guarantee the safety of our guests and members. The link to the 
meeting will be emailed to members and will also be posted the day of the meeting on our website at CTHort.org.

Ellen Ecker Ogden

The New 
Heirloom Garden
With Ellen Ecker Ogden, Author, blogger, lecturer

Thursday, November 12, 7 p.m.

Susan Kania Betts, Meriden

Margaret Blake, Stonington

Charles Harvell, Avon 

Merrybeth Lannan, South Windsor

Phil McInerney, Indian Lake New York

Rena Melendez, Middletown

Marc Nevue, South Windsor

Whitney & Ryan O’Donnell, Canton

Pamela Peters, Essex

Laurel Schwartz  
   & Harlan Neugeboren, Stamford

Mary Wamby, Old Lyme

Alanna Wigmore, Suffield

Celeste Yanni, Wallingford

Welcome to our newest members

http://cthort.org
http://ELLENOGDEN.com
https://www.ellenogden.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/00.Ellen-Ogden.-SIx-Steps-to-Successful-Design.pdf
https://www.ellenogden.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/00.Ellen-Ogden.-SIx-Steps-to-Successful-Design.pdf
http://CTHort.org
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“2020 Review of Gardening Books” from page 1      

so the roots are exhibited in the air.”  In 
the first documented stumpery design, 
created in 1856 at Biddulph Grange in 
Staffordshire, UK, the roots piled up 
to ten feet high were planted with ferns 
and vines.  The largest known stumpery 
is found at the Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden in Tacoma, Washington. 
Constructed from 140 Douglas fir tree 
stumps and logs, it is embellished with 
ferns and carefully chosen exotics plants 
from around the world.

Emily Dickinson’s Gardening Life
By Marta McDowell
Hardcover, 268 pages
Timber Press, October, 2019
Reviewer: Clare Meade

Emily Dickinson was a gardener. In fact, 
during her life she was known, not for her 
poetry, but for her lush gardens. Friends 
came to treasure her gifts of plants and 
pressed flowers. In addition to physical 
experiences, Emily Dickinson also learned 
about plants in botany courses at both 
Amherst Academy and Mount Holyoke 
Female Seminary. During her school years, 
she assembled an extensive herbarium 
(a book of pressed plants) that included 
more than 400 specimens, each labeled 
by the poet with its Latin name. The 
world of cultivated plants, as well as the 
wildflowers, trees, and shrubs of 19th 
century Amherst provided the poet with 
a constant source of inspiration. 

Emily Dickinson’s Gardening Life, 
by Marta McDowell, captures the poet’s 
passion for the natural world. The book is 

a revised and expanded version of “Emily 
Dickinson’s Gardens,” published in 2005. 
The new book incorporates the author’s 
recent experience as gardener in residence 
at the Emily Dickinson Museum. 

Marta McDowell has organized her 
writing around the calendar, beginning 
in spring and moving seasonally through 
Emily Dickinson’s year. We learn about 
Emily’s favorite spring bulbs, summer 
roses, annuals and fruit trees, autumn 
harvest and the winter conservatory. 
Ms. McDowell illustrates the pages with 
19th-century maps, engravings, herbarium 
pages, seed catalogs, color photos of 
Amherst, and dozens of Dickinson’s 
poems. There is an entire section on 
creating a poet’s garden, complete with 
design suggestions and an annotated list of 
the plants that Emily Dickinson grew. The 
book will be enjoyed by garden lovers and 
by those interested in additional nuances 
of Emily Dickinson’s life and craft.

Nature’s Best Hope: A New 
Approach to Conservation  
That Starts in Your Yard
By Doug Tallamy
Hardcover, 256 pages
Timber Press, February, 2020
Reviewer: Barry Avery

Nature’s Best Hope author Doug Tallamy 
convincingly lays out the reasons we need 
to pay a lot more attention to what we 
plant in our yards, and he gives us many 
wonderful examples for why we should 
actively participate in what he calls 
the ‘new approach.’ Tallamy compares 

gardening with cooking, saying we all love 
great food, but we don’t always ask, “Is the 
tasty food good for us?!” He implores us 
to use similar thinking in our gardening by 
keeping in mind the environmental effects 
of our plant choices. 

At present, a typical yard east of the 
Mississippi River is 90% lawn. Any space 
left for plantings are then filled with 
shrubs, trees and plants that originate 
from Europe, Asia or South America. 
On average, plants that are non-native 
to North America take up 80% of home 
gardens and are unable to support the 
complex food webs necessary to sustain a 
properly functioning ecosystem on your 
property. 

In his book, Tallamy provides 
countless examples of the demise of our 
native populations of plants, insects and 
animals and the relationships that are 
necessary for them to survive. We are 
all familiar with the Monarch Butterfly 
and the dangers it faces, but it is only one 
example of the numerous threats that 
our native plants and animals face by our 
neglect of their needs. Tallamy further 
contends that we cannot correct our past 
mistakes if our efforts are only 
directed to separate patches 
of protected areas such 
as parks and preserves. 
N a t u r e  r e q u i r e s 
connected corridors 
and pathways in 
order to function 
properly. 

Nature’s Best Hope is a guide to 
how each one of us can contribute to 
correcting this problem. Tallamy suggests 
we continue to protect good native 
habitat, restore damaged native habitats, 
and build biological corridors to connect 
habitat fragments. Tallamy proposes 
Homegrown National Parks. He says the 
millions of acres of lawn can be restored 
by untrained citizens, with minimal 
expense and without costly changes to 
infrastructure. This transformation would 
begin to restore connectivity for wildlife. 
Tallamy’s book shows how anyone can 
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start turning their yard into a welcome 
center on the conservation corridor of 
wildlife habitats. 

I found Nature’s Best Hope to be 
enlightening and educational, and a 
worthwhile addition to my library. 
My hope is that your copy will soon 
contain as many page markings and 
highlighted paragraphs as mine does. I 
highly recommend you read this book 
and take it with you the next time you 
shop for plants.

Spirit of Place: The Making  
of a New England Garden
By Bill Noble
Hardcover, 288 pages
Timber Press, June, 2020
Reviewer: Stephanie Woodlock

In The Spirit of Place:  Making of a New 
England Garden,” author Bill Noble 
discusses the garden he developed over the 
last 30 years on his property in Norwich 
Vermont.  The spaces that comprise this 
garden reflect his experience as a garden 
conservator, the influence of travels in 
Europe and the specifics of the site.  He 
notes the contributions of each to the 
creation of a property that honors its 
context, expresses his love of plants, and 
relates to both its history as a working farm 
and its location in the hills of Vermont 
with long mountain views.  

The development of each garden 
space is treated, starting with the revival of 
the old fashioned farmhouse plantings in 
the front of the house.  In keeping with its 
farmhouse past, the selection of plants of 
the flower garden favors the old fashioned 

as well.  The adjacent vegetable garden is 
tied to the flower garden by an axis which 
bisects them. These two gardens are back 
dropped by an open poplar hedge that 
frames spectacular mountain views and 
links garden to the larger landscape.  A 
number of distinctly styled spaces have 
been added since these first.  These spaces 
include a rock garden, a meadow garden, 
a silver and gold garden, an orchard and 
a garden devoted to quiet contemplation 
he dubs “The Cove”.  What unites them is 
their sensitivity to context, transformation 
of what’s at hand, well planned transitions 
and a plant-centric approach. Besides 
being lovely, the generous number of 
accompanying photographs serve to 
illustrate the text page-by-page. 

This book has lessons in how to 
imaginatively incorporate existing features 
of a property into a new garden design.  
It is also useful as an introduction to a 
variety of garden styles and what goes into 
successfully realizing them.

Gardener’s Guide to Succulents
By Misa Mutsuyama
Hardcover, 96 pages
Tuttle Publishing, March, 2020
Reviewer: Beth Ann Loveland Sennet

Publication of Misa Matsuyama’s The 
Gardener’s Guide to Succulents coincides 
with a surge of interest in indoor gardening 
among people working from home during 
the pandemic (e.g., “How COVID-19 
is Changing People’s Relationships with 
Houseplants,” Sapiens.org , 9/17/20). 
Succulents and cacti are popular, perhaps 

due to their perceived manageability, 
affordability, and internet culture. Much 
related internet and social media focuses 
on species culture, propagation, and the 
sharing of plant updates and photos of 
personal “plant families.”

In this text, Matsuyama provides 
striking photographs together with brief 
descriptions of select succulents and 
cacti, followed by plant care information 
and suggested arrangements of plants. 
Featured arrangements are aesthetically 
beautiful. Matsuyama clearly has a level 
of expertise in the area of succulent and 
cactus plant arrangements that readers will 
genuinely appreciate.

The Gardener’s 
G u i d e  t o 
S u c c u l e n t s 
p r o v i d e s  a 
brief overview 
of succulents 
and cacti, and 
their culture 
and care, but has 
some limitations. 
For instance, cultural 
needs of plants discussed 
in this book vary greatly, and Matsuyama 
has provided a coding system to identify 
differences, but the coding system is 
confusing to this reader. Also, plant 
descriptions may not satisfy experienced 
growers, and plant-specific cultural 
information essential for new beginners 
may not be sufficiently emphasized so as 
to avoid disappointing results. In addition, 
because the popularity of plants is often 
tied to common names, e.g., “Bunny 
Ears” (Opuntia microdasys) and “Baby 
Toes” (Fenestraria aurentiaca), it would 
be helpful to have an index of common 
names in addition to that provided for 
Latin names.

Matsuyama’s guide is attractive, the 
photos included are stunning, and she 
provides a brief overview of succulents 
and cacti. Her talent in the composition 
of plant arrangements is impressive. Yet, 
the author’s intended audience is unclear. 
This book would make a nice supplement 
to a gardener’s collection.

http://Sapiens.org
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The Regenerative Grower’s Guide 
to Garden Amendments
By Nigel Palmer
Paperback, 224 pages
Chelsea Green Publishing, August, 2020
Reviewer: Jody Morgan

Simple, sustainable and successful, the 
recipes Nigel Palmer presents can easily be 
made in a home kitchen using ingredients 
readily at hand from common weeds to 
windfall apples. The foliar sprays and soil 
drenches produced take far less time to 
generate mineral and biological nutrients 
than compost and can be used by plants 
and soil organisms as soon as they are 
applied. Palmer provides clear, concise 
recipes, but encourages experimentation. 
He refers to their preparation as more like 
making soup than baking a cake.

A life-long gardener, Palmer was 
inspired by Cho Ju-Young’s Natural Farming 
Agriculture Materials and Youngsang 
Cho’s JADAM Organic Farming: The Way 
to Ultra Low-Cost Agriculture to try their 

advice to increase 
the  productivit y 
of his garden. The 
r e s u l t s  a m a z e d 
h i m .  “ I  s aw  th e 

blueberries increase 
in size, grew sweet-

tasting carrots that were 
as big as my head, and 

ate Brandywine tomatoes 
that tasted as if someone 

had seasoned them to 
perfection.” As Palmer 

personally observed, the healthier plants 
become, the more resistant they are to 

pathogens and pests. Fruits and vegetables 
produced are measurably more nutritious 
as well as more flavorful. Ornamental 
plants thrive.

The regenerative gardener employs 
practices that improve the mineral content 
of the soil, biological diversity and energy 
flow year after year. The shelf stable 
concentrates in Nigel’s recipes provide 
an incredible supply of inexpensive 
amendments that don’t take up a lot 
of storage space. Depending on the 
application intended and based on the 
varying needs of each plant species 
throughout its growth cycle, vinegar 
extracts may require no more than half a 
tablespoon of extract to 4 gallons of water. 
Charts at the end of the book have precise 
scientific data on nutrients supplied by a 
wide variety of organic materials.

Methods Palmer reveals begin with 
using rainwater to extract nutrients from 
surprising sources such as dandelion and 
stinging nettle foliage. Eliminate waste 
by extracting minerals using vinegar on 
oyster shells restaurants ordinarily send 
to the landfill or bones you have already 
used to make soup. Ferment plant juices 
and fish using organic brown sugar. 
Culture indigenous microorganisms for 
amendments.

Kitchen Garden Revival
By Nicole Johnsey Burke
Hardcover, 208 pages
Cool Springs Press, May, 2020
Reviewer: Celeste Yanni

One of the few positive offshoots of the 
Covid pandemic has been the proliferation 

of kitchen gardens 
started by individuals, 
families, restaurants 
and chef s .  Nicole 
Johnsey Burke’s book 
K i t c h e n  G a r d e n 
R e v i v a l  m a k e s  a 
significant contribution to this trend. 
Her detailed “how-to” for “creating a 
stylish small scale, low maintenance edible 
garden” is targeted to the novice that she 
once was. In her succinct 8-chapter, 208-
page book this author comprehensively 
covers topics including: the proper siting, 
plant selection, framing structures, soil 
composition, routine care and harvest 
times, methods and suggested recipes for 
use of produce yielded from your own 
kitchen garden. 

The author’s conversational style and 
passion for the topic make this an enjoyable 
read on what could be an intimidating 
subject for the neophyte gardener. 
Burke’s acknowledged background as 
a self-taught gardener contributes to 
the organization and selection of the 
information provided. She does not 
presume that the reader comes with any 
previous knowledge but seeks to make the 
act of planning and executing a kitchen 
garden approachable and successful. The 
addition of frequent instructional color 
photos, charts and personal anecdotes 
accompany each chapter and enhances 
the clarity, readability and accessibility of 
the instruction.

Upon finishing the book, gardeners, 
new to this subject, receive direction 
about how to continue their education. 
Burke, owner of Rooted Garden based 
in Houston, Texas and founder of the 
website, Gardenary.com, generously 
shares her interest and expertise in three 
brief appendices as well as a resource list. 
She suggests book and authors who write 
about the local and slow food movement, 
cookbooks that focus on seasonal foods, 
and favorite seed and tool companies. The 
kitchen garden conversation doesn’t have 
to end with this book -- it can continue on 
Burke’s website as the gardener’s interest 
and garden grows. 

http://Gardenary.com
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Lawns into Meadows: Growing  
a Regenerative Landscape
By Owen Wormser
Paperback, 168 pages
Stone Pier Press, July 2020
Reviewer: Zellene Sandler

I wish I had had this little book before 
I started converting my lawn to native 
plants over twenty years ago. I might have 
made many fewer mistakes! This book 
is chock-full of information on how to 
convert a plain grass lawn into a meadow, 
filled with flowers blooming throughout 
the seasons. 

Wormser states that “a meadow 
is what can happen when you give the 
earth a chance to heal itself.” He goes on 
to describe the environmental benefits 
of creating meadow habitat,  from 
sequestering carbon to hosting insects and 
wildlife.  He includes advice on choosing 
a site, designing a plot plan and preparing 
the chosen area.  As I discovered, a lot of 
work goes into creating a meadow that 
sustains itself over the years. 

A section of the book is devoted 
to plant profiles, including grasses and 
flowers. Each page displays information 
about the plant, with lovely line draw-
ings by Kristen Thompson. A chart with 
meadow plant preferences is included. 
The remainder of the book includes 
chapters on prep work, planting, and 
maintenance. Of special interest is  
the chapter on Community Building. 
Letting your neighbors know that you 
are not just letting your yard run to  
weeds can be the start of a conversation 
about the benefits  your meadow  

provides to the environment.
Long ago I found a poem by Brendan 

Galvin called Returning a Lawn to the 
Field it Was. I clipped it out and it still 
taped to my bookshelf, though now 
yellowed with age. Galvin is a wonderful 
poet and the poem is worth a read. 

Returning a lawn to the field it was

Better to dream away this profound 
June dusk,
On old loves or an ancient Chevrolet
Than squander it on this Briggs and 
Stratton
Choir, this davening with clippers
Around the edges. Let go and let
Daisy fleabane, deepen a little
And try to feel how much worse
The moles feel under those blades
Than you when a chopper passes 
over the roof.
Cancel once and for all the 
pleadings of
Maimed hearts you hear beneath 
horsepower,
And the phone ringing in the kitchen 
To say your ship’s come in. Let these 
blues
Turn bluets, violets, blue-eyed grass,
Swing an occasional scythe without 
tripping
A grasshopper out of exhausted 
dew,
Sneer at the man from Chlorophyll 
who primes
Neighborhood grass into the 
happiness
Of new toothpastes. Wait for 
November,
And the red fruiting clusters of 
Russian olives.
Then the cedar waxwings will come, 
masked,
Sleek, crested birds colored
Like cars you used to think that 
you’d own.

By Brendan Galvin

Growing Good Food:  
A Citizen’s Guide to Climate 
Victory Gardening
By Acadia Tucker
Paperback, 168 pages
Stone Pier Press, October, 2019
Reviewer: Pat Lavery

This was a funny book for me to read. Some 
time ago I gave up on vegetable gardening 
along with battling the woodchucks. But 
the message in this book is in the subtitle. 
This book is about climate change and 
carbon farming.

Most of you reading this have heard 
the message from other authors like Doug 
Tallamy but here we go. Gardening, what 
we’re doing in our backyards, is incredibly 
important and can have an effect on 
global warming by sequestering carbon 
emissions. Wow. In a few pages the author 
spends some time with facts and figures 
about what’s happening in agriculture 
and a call to action. But most of the book 
is the way to grow your Climate Victory 
Garden.

There’s an interesting section on 
climate changes that are happening in 
your region of the country and what 
those changes mean for the grower. Then 
on to dirt or soil and how to develop 
healthy soil and some 
good information 
on composting. 
Then, the rest 
of the book is 
about choosing 
and planting. 
But wait, she’s 
r e c o m m e n d i n g 
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diverse plantings, mostly perennials which 
are the best plants for healthy soil ecology 
and sequestering carbon. There’s a lot of 
information about how to deal with large 
and small spaces and pages of plant choices 
with information about their needs and 
pros and cons.

The author farmed on the West 
Coast but now lives in Maine and New 
Hampshire where she is practicing 
what she preaches. She has written 
a  compan ion b o ok ,  G ROWI N G 
PERENNIAL FOODS: A field guide to 
raising resilient herbs, fruits & vegetables, 
which is described as another resource for 
regenerative gardeners with recipes.

Now I may be looking for walking 
onions.

The Well- Gardened Mind:  
The Restorative Power of Nature
By Sue Stuart-Smith
Hardcover, 352 pages
Scribner, July 2020
Reviewer: Karla Dalley

The Well-Gardened Mind is unlike 
most garden books. Most chapters are 
bookended by experiences from the 
author’s own garden in Hertfordshire. 
Over the course of the book, the author 
talks about how her garden was developed 
from meadow to a leafy green space where 
mature trees now flourish. That, however, 

is where any similarity to a traditional 
“gardening” book ends.

The overall thesis of the book is that 
our disconnect from nature is the cause 
of many of our modern ills, from burnout 
and the inability to regulate stress to much 
worse. Stuart-Smith is a psychotherapist 
and psychiatrist and she sites numerous 
studies within each chapter—as well as 
an extensive bibliography of articles—to 
back up her assertions. 

Each chapter presents a case study: 
of veterans with PTSD, prisoners on 
Riker’s Island in New York, former 
addicts enrolled in a horticultural therapy 
program, schizophrenics doing the same, 
a young mother with a brief bout of post-
partum depression. These studies, with 
rigorous scientific discussion in the center 
of each chapter, show how gardening of 
some sort, whether under the supervision 
of professionals, or, in the case of the 
mother, in her own “allotment,” can heal.

Overall, the author concludes on 
the hopeful note that since “ancient 
times gardens have helped us bridge the 
gap between doing and being….We are 
creatures of the earth.”

Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

Events for 2011 
 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 

203-288-1026
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

Upcoming Events
namental GraMagnolia Festival    April 20sses  Sept. 2th1

View our catalog and event details at:

Christmas Tree and Wreath  
sales begin  

November 21
Nursery Opening Day 2021 

April 1



 

The following nurseries 
offer CT Hort members a 
10% discount. Please 
present your membership 
card before your purchase. 
Discount normally applies 
to non-sale items. 

AL’S LANDSCAPING & NURSERY 
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111,       

(860)-667-1822, alslandscaping.com 

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St,    

East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 

betterstones.com 

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 

Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 

simsburygarden.com 

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow St., 

Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 

boscosgardencenter.com 

BOTTICELLO FARMS  

209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040                     

(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net 

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            

13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 

(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com 

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West Hartford 

06110, (860) 561-2148, 

butlerflorestandgarden.com 

CRICKET HILL GARDEN       

670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787, 

(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com 

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston Tpk., 

Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 

cropleysgardencenter.com 

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 

(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com 

GO ORGANIC LLC                              
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson 06277, 

(860) 935-5235, http://goorganicllc.com/ 

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury Tpk., 

Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 

gottasfarm.com 

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER        
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088,     

(860) 528-6806, discount applies to    

plant material only, 

harkenslandscapesupply.com 

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER          

26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             

(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com 

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 

West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 

discount applies to plant material only, 

moscarillos.com 

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 

Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        

discount applies to plant material only, 

naturework.com 

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail order 

neseed.com  

O’BRIEN NURSERY, 40 Wells Road, 

Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 

obrienhosta.com 

RIVERSIDE NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 56 River Road (Rte. 179), 

Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285, 

discount applies to plant material only, 

riversidenursery-ct.com 

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & NURSERY 

1838 New London Tpk., Glastonbury 

06033, (860) 633-8681, 

scottsorchardandnursery.com 

STONE POST GARDENS (seasonal)     

1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457, 

(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com 

THE GARDEN BARN NURSERY 
228 West Street, Vernon 06066 

(860) 872-7291, www.gardenbarn.com 

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                

(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com 

WARNER NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 

06070, (860) 651-0204, 

warnernursery.com 

WOODLAND GARDENS  

168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      

(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com 

 

 

 
Connecticut Horticultural Society 

P.O. Box 330966 
West Hartford, CT 06133 

860 529-8713  
office@cthort.org 

 
(Updated August 2020) 
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Thurs., Nov. 5, noon – West Hartford Garden Club 
presents Joan Butler and Jana Milbocker of Enchanted 
Garden Design from Holliston, Mass. They will discuss 
The Magic of a Winter Garden in a richly illustrated 
lecture that will provide inspiration and tips on 
designing your garden for winter interest. Go to www.
WestHartfordGardenClub.org to register for this free 
Zoom presentation.

Sat., Nov. 14, 10:15 a.m. – CT Master Gardener 
Association presents Jana Milbocker, discussing The 
Magic of the Winter Garden followed by Q&A. This 
richly illustrated lecture provides inspiration and tips 
on choosing the best trees, shrubs and perennials, and 
grouping them to create arresting vignettes for winter 
interest. Jana’s talk is free of charge and non-member 
guests are welcome. Please register at ctmga.org by Nov. 7, 
or email vicepres@ctmga.org for more information.

American Horticultural Society (AHS) and Wild Ones 
– Native Plants, Natural Landscapes are co-sponsoring 
Webinars for Home Gardeners & Educators. Whether 
you choose to learn how wildlife, people, and plant 
communities interact; how to share concepts of eco-literacy 
with your children; or how to collect your own seeds, this 
live and interactive series will cover an eclectic variety of 
topics while generally emphasizing the importance of 
place-based ecological landscapes. Attendees are eligible 
for an AHS membership discount! One-hour sessions: 
$25. 30-minute sessions: FREE! Click to go to the NDAL 
(New Directions in the American Landscape) website for 
more info and to register.

ctnofa lists a number of interesting distance learning 
opportunities on their event calendar. Click here to review. 
In addition, the NOFA Accreditation Course in Organic 
Land Care is being offered online this year. It will include 
the same quality programming as the in-person course, 
complete with ‘online office hours.’ Sessions will be held 
via Zoom again in October-November. Learn more and 
register at organicclandcare.net.

Native Plant Trust Online Educational Programming 
The nation’s first plant conservation organization and the 
only one solely focused on New England’s native plants, 
offers an abundance of online courses in plant science. 
Click here for more information and to register.

The Trust has re-opened Garden in the Woods to the 
public with timed ticketing. Visit their website to purchase 
your advance ticket.

Rutgers University Home Gardeners School @Home 
Edition will air a series of one-hour online workshops. 
Continue learning from the comfort and safety of your 
home. Click for more info (including fees) or to register.

Upcoming workshops include:

– Nov. 11: Dirty Little Secrets: Top 10 tips to Great  
     Garden Soil, 5-6 p.m.

– Nov. 2-16:  Bee-ginner’s Beekeeping Online: The  
 Basics of Apiculture

- Nov. 17: Shake Up Your Bake with Sugar and  
 Spice, 1-2 p.m.

UConn Home & Garden Education Center (HGEC)  
www.ladybug.uconn.edu. An invaluable horticultural 
information resource for novice and seasoned gardeners. 
At present, analysis of physical samples has been 
suspended but digital images can be sent to ladybug@
uconn.edu along with description of symptoms or 
problems, and any other relevant information/questions. 

UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural 
Resources (CAHNR) Blog https://blog.extension.
uconn.edu/vegetable-gardening/. Here you’ll find an 
abundance of information on current topics from COVID 
to Vegetable Gardening. Check link regularly as content 
changes frequently. 

Horticultural Happenings: Community Calendar

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org . Please format your announcement to resemble  
the entries below. Thanks! To satisfy your curious nature, you’ll find a number of interesting online  
horticultural programs, classes and tours listed here. Deadline for November issue is October 15.

http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://ctmga.org
mailto:vicepres%40ctmga.org?subject=
https://ahsgardening.org
https://wildones.org
https://wildones.org
https://ndal.org/webinars-for-home-gardeners-educators/
https://ndal.org/webinars-for-home-gardeners-educators/
https://ndal.org/webinars-for-home-gardeners-educators/
https://ctnofa.org/events/
http://organicclandcare.net
http://www.nativeplanttrust.org/education/classes/
http://www.nativeplanttrust.org
http://www.nativeplanttrust.org
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/HGSatHome/
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu
mailto:ladybug%40uconn.edu?subject=
mailto:ladybug%40uconn.edu?subject=
https://blog.extension.uconn.edu/vegetable-gardening/
https://blog.extension.uconn.edu/vegetable-gardening/
mailto:news@cthort.org
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The Friendship Tours & Ship Shop team is working remotely with temporary office hours  
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday thru Friday. With busy phone lines anticipated, the best way  

to reach them is by email. Staff email addresses are simply the first name of the person  
with @friendshiptours.net. Or you can email: office@friendshiptours.net.

Regular updates will be posted on the www.FriendshipTours.net website or sent to you via email.  
Please check their website regularly.

CT Hort Travel 

GARDENS OF SPLENDOR
Untermyer Gardens Conservancy, 

Yonkers, New York
Postponed to Spring 2021

Once called “America’s Most Spectacular 
Garden,” Untermeyer Gardens is a 46-acre 
former estate that is now a public garden. 
You’ll find several gardens on the grounds: a 
Walled Garden, a grand Vista, a Ruin Garden, 
the Temple of Love, a Rhododendron Walk 
and a Rock and Stream Garden. Your day-long 
adventure includes a docent-led tour of the 
amazing Untermyer gardens, sit down lunch 
at Agostino’s in New Rochelle and a stop at 
Larchmont Nurseries in Westchester.  

Cost: $112 per person
Non-members please add $6

Cape Cod  
Christmas Weekend
December 5-6, 2020
Are you looking for a festive December getaway to ring in the holiday 
season this year? This may be the perfect answer – an overnight trip to 
beautiful Cape Cod. 

DAY 1:  Your getaway begins with a stop at Brown & Hopkins Coun-
try Store in Chepachet, Rhode Island where you can explore two floors 
of wonderful gifts for yourself, friends, and family.  Shopping will work 
up a hunger so our next stop is Providence for lunch at Yoleni’s, a Greek 
market modeled after its flagship store in Athens. Explore an appetizer 
tasting before enjoying lunch on your own. Then on to Hyannis where 
we’ll settle in to our rooms at the Cape Codder Resort. For the holidays, 
they transform their grounds into an Enchanted Village decorated with 
lights, topiaries, miniature Christmas trees and Santa’s Village. 

After a delicious welcome dinner at Hearth & Kettle Restaurant, the 
evening will continue at the Gardens Aglow display in the Heritage Mu-
seums and Gardens in Sandwich. Their festivities include nine miles of 
holiday lights, marshmallow roasting, merry music, Santa, and model 
train displays. 

DAY 2:  Following breakfast our day begins at Country Gardens where 
we will attend a workshop to make your own air plant ornament. There 
will also be time to do some holiday shopping before we head off to enjoy 
lunch at the historic Dan’l Webster Inn.  Lunch will be followed by a 
cabaret performance featuring Jody Ebling at the Inn. Our final stop takes 
us to the Sandwich Glass Museum for a Glassblower’s Christmas where 
local glass artists display their creations on a forest of trees. While at the 
museum, don’t miss the special exhibit – Glass Menagerie A-Z – and be 
sure to save time to watch a glass blowing demonstration.

Cost:  $419 per person double occupancy   |   $489 per person single 
             Non-members please add $50

A second departure point has been added for convenience:
1.  Emmanuel Synagogue, West Hartford 
2.  Buckland Street Commuter Log, Manchester

Day 1:  We head for a fun festive 2 days on Old Cape Cod.  En route we visit BROWN & HOPKINS 
COUNTRY STORE, one of America’s oldest country stores, see all the holiday offerings! We will then 
make a stop at YOLENI’S a Greek Market in Providence. This store was modeled after the flagship 
store in Athens, Greece. Enjoy an appetizer tasting of Greek specialties. Time for lunch on own. 
Continue to the Cape for our overnight at the CAPE CODDER RESORT in Hyannis.  The Cape 
Codder grounds are decorated as an Enchanted Village with a glow of thousands of lights setting the 
mood for a nostalgic display.  Topiary animals will greet you as you make your way past rows of 
miniature Christmas Trees and Santa’s Village reminiscent of an old fashioned Enchanted Village.   
Welcome dinner at the HEARTH & KETTLE RESTAURANT. This evening we’re off to GARDENS 
AGLOW at the HERITAGE MUSEUMS AND GARDENS in Sandwich.  Featuring over nine miles of 
holiday lights, marshmallow roasting, merry music, visits from Santa, model train displays—this twinkling 
wonderland is sure to dazzle anyone who enters the festive grounds.                                  D 
 

Day 2:  Following breakfast we head to COUNTRY GARDENS for a workshop to make your own air 
plant ornament  and do some holiday shopping at this wonderful Garden Shoppe. We are off to enjoy 
lunch at the historic DAN’L WEBSTER INN before enjoying a holiday cabaret performance by Jody 
Ebling.  Our last stop is the SANDWICH GLASS MUSEUM for a GLASSBLOWER’S CHRISTMAS.  
The museum will feature Cape Cod glass artists on their forest of Christmas trees, a special exhibit Glass 
Menagerie A-Z featuring glass animals in a winter setting and don’t miss the glass blowing demonstration.  
We head for home following a fun overnight on Old Cape Cod.                                      B, L 

COST:  $469 pp double / $539 pp single based on minimum of 30 

JOIN CHS AND SAVE!    
Member discount: $419pp dbl / $489 pp single  

 

INCLUDES:  Deluxe motorcoach, 1 night hotel, 1 breakfast, 1 tasting, 1 lunch, 1 dinner, 
sightseeing & admissions per itinerary, Escorted by Brett Isaacson, Driver Gratuities  

              and $25 donation to CHS 

* Shop at one of the oldest Country Stores in America  
* Tasting at Yoleni’s Greek Market 

* Heritage Museum & Gardens - Gardens Aglow 
* Sandwich Glass Museum - Glassblowers Christmas  

* Cabaret Show & Lunch at the Dan’l Webster Inn  
* Make an Ornament & shop at Country Gardens 

 

Dec 5 - 6, 2020 Sat/Sun 

Continued on back…. 

mailto:office%40friendshiptours.net?subject=
http://www.FriendshipTours.net
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CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Monday, Nov. 2 –  Board of Directors   
 Remote Meeting, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Nov. 12 –  CT Hort ONLINE  
 Program Meeting, 7 p.m.,  
 Ellen Ecker Ogden presents  
 The New Heirloom Garden  
 Go to CTHort.org  
 for a  link to the meeting. 

Tuesday, Dec. 15 –  Deadline for January  
 Newsletter

Coming in November:  
A Gardener's Marketplace
by Trish Lyons, Auction Committee Chairperson

To help generate dollars for the CT Hort Scholarship Fund, we will 
be offering a holiday-themed sale/auction in our eBay online store 
later this month. One-of-a-kind treasures will be up for auction while 
other gardening staples — Spearhead Spades, for example — will be 
for sale. The common thread is that the gardener in us will delight in 
receiving any of these as gifts.

                                      Stay tuned, we'll be sending you an email with  
                                      details and a link.

http://CTHort.org

