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With thousands of varieties of roses in the world, selecting the 
right one for your garden can seem overwhelming. Which rose 
will look (and smell) best in your yard? And how do you know 
if it will thrive in your climate? Hopefully this article will help: 
The cultivars listed here serve as a practical buyer’s guide to roses 
for homeowners and landscape professionals in Connecticut 
and surrounding areas. They are garnered from my observations 
as head rose gardener at the Helen S Kaman Rose Garden at 
Elizabeth Park in Hartford as well as my work as a rosarian on 
private properties around the state. At the park we grow over 350 
unique varieties representing a cross-section of roses: modern 
shrubs, classic hybrid teas, antique varieties, and one of the 
nation’s largest collections of climbers and ramblers. Over the 
past four growing seasons I have closely inspected each bed once 
per month to evaluate blooms, foliage health, disease symptoms, 
and pest damage. I even jot down notes about fragrance (yes, I 
get paid to stop and smell the roses!). 

Hopefully, this guide will fill a useful, underserved niche. 
These roses do not represent the results of an empirical trial—
for that, I would point readers to the American Rose Trials for 
Sustainability website, americanrosetrialsforsustainability.org. 
Nor are they a roster of the latest greatest new releases—the rose 
industry is doing a more-than-sufficient job with that already. 
Rather, these roses were selected with an eye for garden design, 
having excelled in my—and hopefully soon, your—gardens. In 
order to even be considered for this list they had to first prove 
themselves tough as nails. All of these roses can thrive without 
fungicide sprays, displaying high levels of disease resistance. 
None of them struggle with Connecticut winters. In order for 
these roses to look great, all you need to do is give them a home 

in a sunny spot with well-drained, organically-rich soil. Water 
regularly until established and after that only in times of drought 
and/or during heat waves. They benefit from a few inches of 
mulch as well as an annual de-clutter pruning in early spring. 
And last but not least, you can actually buy all these roses from 
retailers (more on that later). 

All right, without further ado… 
A  sp e c im en  ro s e 

stands alone. It needs 
no introduction. And it 
should be of sufficient 
stature  to  work as  a 
centerpiece in its portion 
of the garden. Maturing 
at around five-feet tall and 
half as wide, ‘South Africa’ 
is one of our most reliable 
head-turners and photo-
hogs at Elizabeth Park. 
Hardly a day goes by from 

mid-June until autumn’s first hard frost that ‘South Africa’ isn’t in 
full bloom. I’ve heard park visitors call its blossoms “cantaloupe,” 
“mango,” and “papaya”; whichever it is, it’s definitely some sort 
of fruit. The blossoms hold their color in summer heat but reach 
their peak in fall when cool nights bring out hints of apricot and 
blood orange (yes, more fruit). 

Runners Up, Specimen Roses: 
‘Highwire Flyer’ (Radler, 2018) – deep pink
‘Poseidon’ (Kordes, 2011) - mauve

June speaker change
page 3

continued on page 4

This Issue:

A Connecticut Buyer’s Guide to Roses
By Peter Winne, Elizabeth Park Head Rose Gardener

Best Specimen Rose:  
‘South Africa’ (Kordes, 2001)

Editor’s note: It was a lucky day in December when I opened my CT Hort mailbox to find an email from Pete offering to pen  
an article for us. I’m certain you’ll enjoy his insights and also the beautiful photos he supplied for the article
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Connecticut
Horticultural Society

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

(860) 529-8713

email: office@cthort.org
website: www.cthort.org

Phone Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Barbara Skomorowski
CT Hort Director of Communications

news@cthort.org

All announcements, advertising news  
and articles for publication should be  

sent to: news@cthort.org. 

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Mary Anna Martell
Office Administrator

P.O. Box 330966
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

 
Membership Dues:
Individual .............................................. $55
Family .................................................... $75
Senior Individual (65+)..................... $50
Senior Family (65+) ........................... $70
$30 under 30 years .............................. $30
Student (full time with 
valid ID) ............................................FREE
Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
Organizations ...................................... $80

Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 
of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
Reproduction of the CTHort  Newsletter 
in whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2021

Bartlett Arboretum The Garden Barn Nursery

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

President’s Letter  
Welcome Spring

Dear Members
Spring greetings! What a gift these early warm days are. The snow has melted 
and Hellebores and Pieris in my yard are beginning to bloom. 

What better way to prepare us for spring than being able to learn more about 
Epimediums from Karen Perkins last month. I am equally as excited to see 
Leslie Duthie’s presentation on Ferns this month. 

Last Thursday, dozens of gardeners took the opportunity to learn about 
pruning from Kevin Wilcox in a virtual workshop. CT Hort is grateful for 
Kevin’s generous donation of time and knowledge. His efforts helped to 
benefit our scholarship fund to the tune of $1,200.00! 

As the growing season unfolds we will be offering additional opportunities 
to ‘learn, grow, and travel’ with us. With vaccinations underway, we can look 
forward to being in each others company again soon!

Warmly,
Cheryl Marino 
President

Go Organic LLC

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker 
meeting, please take a moment 
to tell us what you thought of the 
presenter. Your candid feedback 
helps us to arrange for speakers 
that will hold your interest. Take 
the six-question survey on our 
website – cthort.org. Click on 
the survey icon found on any 
page then chose the speaker you 
want to rate. Thank you for your 
feedback.

Fronds with Benefits— 
Ferns from the Wild to the Garden
Thursday, April 15, 2021 – 7 p.m. 
with Leslie Duthie, Horticulturalist

You may recall that Leslie Duthie was scheduled as our guest 
twice before. She was rescheduled due to an early snow storm 
in November, 2018. And in March of 2020 we canceled the 
meeting due to COVID. As the saying goes... third time’s the 
charm!

We are delighted to finally welcome Leslie as our guest. She’s a 
life-long gardener whose devotion to ferns began the first time 
she grew a fern from spore. She has dedicated her career to 
learning about, gardening with, and propagating native plants. 

Learn how ferns grow from fiddlehead to frond and how to 
incorporate these plants into your landscape. Ferns can be 

used anywhere from specimens to 
mass plantings and in locations from the 
rock garden to the deep shade of the woodlands. 

Leslie is a horticulturalist at Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Wales, Mass. The gardens of Norcross are full of plants that 
she has raised and her knowledge of the ferns is extensive. She 
works with the local Land Trust and Conservation Commis-
sion to preserve land for both our native plants and wildlife 
as well as for people to enjoy. Leslie has a BS in Plant Science 
and has experience in greenhouse growing of both landscape 
plants and native plants.

Leslie Duthie

June Speaker Change
Our scheduled June speaker, Gordon Hayward, prefers to present in person. So we have 
rescheduled Gordon to be our October 2021 guest, when we expect to be back to live meetings 
at the Emanuel Synagogue Auditorium. 
Christine Froehlich will graciously step in with a Zoom presentation in June.   Christine has 
decades of hands-on experience which she will share with us in her presentation Gardening with 
What you Have. Christine also has a monthly blog with the same name at www.gwwyh.com. 
A request from Gordon Hayward for his October talk on GARDEN ROOMS – send in 
a photo!

Gordon Hayward, writer, designer, and lecturer, is asking members of CT Hort to e-mail him 
a single picture of a garden room they have created. Between now and late September, Gordon 
will gather these images and include a dozen or so in his October lecture. 
Gordon’s presentation will also include 
garden rooms that he and his wife have 
on their property as well as others he has 
designed across the country. With this 
real-life cross-section of photos, Gordon 
will explore the principles behind the 
garden room in a way that will encourage 
listeners to create their own rooms.
Send your best photo (only one per 
person) to Office@CTHort.org. Subject 
line: GARDEN ROOM Photo from www.haywardgardens.com

http://cthort.org
http://www.gwwyh.com
mailto:Office%40CTHort.org?subject=
http://www.haywardgardens.com
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Normally I discourage gardeners 
from growing more than three or so rose 
plants in one spot. I prefer to place roses 
at a generous distance from each other 
and mix them with perennials and other 
shrubs. Doing so minimizes pest and 
disease pressures while introducing a 
greater range of colors and textures into 
the garden. I make an exception, however, 
for ‘Caldwell Pink,’ which, owing to 
its silver dollar-sized blossoms and fine 
foliage is best enjoyed in large quantities. 

‘Caldwell Pink’ found its way into 
commerce though a cohort of antique-
rose enthusiasts known as the “Texas rose 
rustlers,” who, beginning in the 1970s, 
scoured the countryside looking for long-
forgotten rose cultivars. When the rustlers 
found something they liked they would 
take cuttings for their home gardens. Some 
of the roses they discovered, including 
“Caldwell Pink,” performed so well that 
Texas nurserymen reintroduced them into 
commerce. Often classified as a polyantha 
rose, this pink beauty was found by Texas 

A&M horticulturist, Dr. Bill Welch, near 
Caldwell, Texas—hence the name. 

Now, if I were to ask you which rose 
provides the longest season of color in 
Connecticut, you would be forgiven for 
answering ‘Knock Out.’ After all, the 
‘Knock Out’ blooms non-stop from early 
June until first freeze. That’s about four 
and half months in a good year. “Caldwell 
Pink” blooms non-stop too, albeit starting 
a little later, around the summer solstice. 
But after first frost, when most roses start 

looking like a pile of sticks, ‘Caldwell 
Pink’ encores with russet fall foliage well 
into December. That’s almost six months 
of color! Add to that its attractive green 
canes in winter and ‘Caldwell Pink’ is 
arguably a four-season plant.   

Runners Up, Mass-Planting:
‘Rainbow Knock Out’ (Radler, 2007) – 

pink blend
‘Brick House’ (Meilland, 2018) – medium 

red

First, a disclaimer: Gardeners seeking 
the most fragrant roses should probably 
avoid cultivars bred over the last 125 
years or so. Instead, they should look 
to the 19th century and earlier, back to 
when roses were cherished primarily for 
their scent. Many old roses, in fact, were 
cultivated expressly for perfumeries and 
apothecaries. Many also happen to make 
beautiful garden roses. That said, the 
cult of the antique rose is one into which 
I’m largely uninitiated, so I would refer 
interested readers to two great texts related 
to growing old roses in Connecticut: 
Thomas Christopher’s book, In Search of 
Lost Roses (1989), and Michael Pollan’s 
essay, “Into the Rose Garden” (1991). 

Antique roses aside, in recent decades 
breeders have taken an encouraging turn 
toward producing fragrant cultivars again. 
The best ones combine the prolific blooms 
and manageable growth habits of modern 
roses with the sublime aromas of older 
varieties. Of this newer class,

‘Beverly’ is my favorite. ‘Beverly’ 
might actually be the most fragrant rose 
in the Helen S Kaman Rose Garden. Its 
remarkable scent combines with excellent 
disease resistance to make it something of 
a unicorn among modern rose cultivars. 
With generous blush-pink blooms and an 
upright growth habit, Beverly’s tall canes 
deliver direct-to-nose notes of citrus and 
other delicious fruits. Plant ‘Beverly’ along 
a path or patio to perfume walkways and 
gathering spaces on your property.
Runners Up, Fragrance:
‘Purple Pavement’ (Baum, 1986) – mauve
‘Orchid Romance’ (Radler, 2012) - mauve

“A Connecticut Buyer’s Guide to Roses” from page 1      

continued on page 5

Best Rose for Mass-Planting: ‘’Caldwell Pink’’ (Unknown)

“Caldwell Pink” still blooming during heat wave Autumn colors, early December 2020

Best Rose for Fragrance: ‘Beverly’ 
(Kordes, 2008)
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Like “Caldwell Pink,” “Peggy Martin” is a found rose that entered 
commerce by way of Dr. Bill Welch. As recently as twenty years 
ago, few knew about this rose outside a handful of rustlers in Texas 
and Louisiana who called it the “Pink Cemetery Rambler” (after 
the location where they typically encountered it). One cutting 
found its way into the home 
garden of an antique-rose 
enthusiast in Plaquemines 
Parish, Louisiana by the 
name of—surprise—Peggy 
Martin. Tragically, Martin’s 
yard flooded under twenty 
feet of brackish water during 
Hurricane Katrina. As the 
waters subsided, Martin 
returned to her property to 
find all her roses destroyed 
exc ept  one —the “Pin k 
Cemetery Rambler.” Not 
only was the rose alive, 
but it was putting on new 
growth! Moved by this story, Dr. Welch named the rose 
“Pegg y Martin” after the homeowner and generously 
shared cuttings he had taken a few years earlier with 
regional rose nurseries. The nurseries in turn donated 
$1 from each sale to a non-profit dedicated to rehabilitating 
gardens affected by Hurricane Katrina. 

“Peggy Martin” is classified as a rambling rose. Ramblers 

are known for long, lax canes and generous sprays of small-but-
abundant blooms. Of the ramblers that thrive in Connecticut, 
Peggy probably has the most to offer. As the dramatic backstory 
demonstrates, the will to live is strong in “Peggy Martin.” 
Practically all you need to do is stick a cutting in the ground and 

Peggy will grow. Drought, 
flood, heat,  cold, pests, 
blackspot—nothing phases 
this survivor. And Peggy is 
nothing if not vigorous. In 
fact, I wouldn’t recommend 
growing “Pegg y Martin” 
without a large support 
structure such as an arbor, 
pergola, or even the entire 
side of a house. At Elizabeth 
Park we planted Peggy from 
a 2-gallon pot in spring, and 
by October its canes had 
reached the top of a 12-foot 
arbor. “Peggy Martin” is also 

one of only a handful of ramblers that bloom more than once 
per season: In addition to a peak-season bloom in June and July, 
once established Peggy rewards gardeners with a second flush 
in September and October. 
Runners Up, Climbing:
‘Malvern Hills’ (Austin, 2001) – yellow blend
‘Laguna’ (Kordes, 2006) – deep pink

“A Connecticut Buyer’s Guide to Roses” from page 4      

Best Climbing Rose: ‘’Peggy Martin’’ (Unknown)

“Peggy Martin” at Antique Rose Emporium in Brenham, Texas

A Note 
on Buying Roses

I would caution against shopping at big-box nurseries unless you want to grow the same dozen or 
so roses as everyone else. For the best selection, I suggest working with a landscaping professional 
(such as yours truly) with access to wholesalers. Otherwise, mail order is your best bet. Several of 
the roses on this list can be purchased from the Antique Rose Emporium (antiqueroseemporium.
com) in Brenham, Texas. Normally I am weary of potted roses that travel halfway across the 
country to reach me, but Antique Rose Emporium practically bombproofs their 2-gallon plants 
in custom-fit cardboard boxes before shipping. Other mail-order companies include Roses 
Unlimited, Heirloom Roses, A Reverence for Roses, Rose Petals Nursery, Regan Nursery, and 
Edmunds’ Roses, among others. Don’t be alarmed if the plants arrive as dormant bare roots. 
They may look at first like a sad pile of twigs, but a bare-root rose typically adapts better to its 
new home than a bushy, green potted rose. Alternatively, for Connecticut customers who prefer 
to see and smell before they buy, I recommend taking a daytrip to Roseland Nursery outside 
New Bedford, Massachusetts. Roseland is one of the finest brick-and-mortar rose retailers east 
of the Mississippi. May and September are ideal times to plant potted roses in Connecticut 
while April and October are good times to plant bare-root. If you plant in the fall I recommend 
applying a thick, loose layer of mulch once temperatures dip below freezing to insulate new 
plants against our winters.   
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What You Thought 
About Getting Together

The CT Hort Board wanted to get a read on how many of us 
are ready to return to in-person activities. So late in February 
we sent out a survey to our members and to our list of contacts 
(someone who has expressed an interest in our events but not 
a member). Of the 965 who received our email request to 
complete a survey, 155, or 16% responded.

Here are some of the results: 

• Almost 85% of those who responded would be comfortable 
going to a meeting in September compared to only a third 
who would be interested in April, May, or June meetings.

▶ April Speaker – 17.4%

▶ May Speaker – 8.3% 

▶ June Speaker – 10.3%

▶ Maybe in September when we start the  
 new season – 48.3%

▶ Not at all in 2021 – 14.1% 

▶ No response – 1.2%

• 75-80% of respondents were ‘Very’ or ‘Somewhat 
Comfortable’ in attending events that would be ‘held 
outdoors.’ Conversely, indoor events drew from 14% to 
46% in the ‘Very’ and ‘Somewhat Comfortable’ categories.

• Taking a virtual tour of a public garden was also an event 
of interest. 61% answered YES, they would be interested 
in a virtual tour, with 31% answering MAYBE.

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who took time to respond.  As an 
organization we want to be responsive to our members while 
adhering to our state’s public safety guidelines. 

Welcome New Members
Glad you joined us, even in the midst of a pandemic!

Elizabeth Bradley, Milford

Susan Bushnik, Windsor Locks

Virginia Dicesare, Easton

Richard Gresham, Gulford

HOLLISTER HOUSE GARDEN, Washington

Carol Jugenheimer, Simsbury

Pamela Levy, Belmont Mass.

Phatak Sumira, Logon Utah

Paul Rossi, Westport

Shirley Sholes, North Franklin

Michelle Winkler, Canton

                           Be honest. Be nice.  
Be a flower. Not a weed.

Aaron Neville - singer, songwriter
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LAST CALL: 2021 Mehlquist Award
By Fairlee Latawic, Awards Committee

Do you know a Connecticut resident who deserves to be honored and recognized for their significant and extraordinary 
contributions in horticulture or the art of gardening? If you do, please submit a nomination letter describing the 
background and qualifications of your nominee for the Connecticut Horticultural Society Mehlquist Award. 

In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) established the Gustav Mehlquist 
award to honor our member Dr. Mehlquist for his extraordinary contribution to horticulture in our state. Dr. Mehlquist, 
who had been long recognized as one of the leading horticulturists in the United States, was a longstanding member of 
CT Hort. Every year since 1987, nominations are sought for this prestigious award named in his honor.

Nominations must be received by April 30, 2021. Send your nomination to:

Mary Anna Martell 
CT Hort Office                                             OR  Email: office@cthort.org
P.O. Box 330966,              Subject line: Mehlquist Award
West Hartford, CT 06133-0966

Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

Events for 2011 
 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 

203-288-1026
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

Upcoming Events
namental GraMagnolia Festival    April 20sses  Sept. 2th1

View our catalog and event details at:

Nursery Opening Day 
April 5

Mountain Laurel Festival 
June 4–7
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2020-21	CONNECTICUT	HORTICULTURAL	SOCIETY	MEMBER	DISCOUNTS	
 

The following nurseries 
offer CT Hort members a 
10% discount. Please 
present your membership 
card before your purchase. 
Discount normally applies 
to non-sale items. 

AL’S LANDSCAPING & NURSERY 
204 Kelsey St., Newington 06111,       
(860)-667-1822, alslandscaping.com 

BETTER STONES, 200 Tolland St,    
East Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 
betterstones.com 

BIDWELL’S YARD, GARDEN AND 
PET, 133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), 
Weatogue 06089, (860) 651-8555, 
simsburygarden.com 

BOSCO’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1376 Hopmeadow St., 
Simsbury 06070, (860) 658-2428, 
boscosgardencenter.com 

BOTTICELLO FARMS  
209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 06040                     
(860) 649-2462, botticellofarms.net 

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY,            
13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden 06518, 
(203) 288-1026, brokenarrownursery.com 

BUTLER’S FLORIST & GARDEN 
CENTER, 416 Park Road, West Hartford 
06110, (860) 561-2148, 
butlerflorestandgarden.com 

CRICKET HILL GARDEN       
670 Walnut Hill Road, Thomaston 06787, 
(860) 283-1042, treepeony.com 

CROPLEY’S GARDEN CENTER & 
LANDSCAPING, 1262 Boston Tpk., 
Bolton 06043, (860) 649-6364, 
cropleysgardencenter.com 

EDMONDSON’S FARM GIFT SHOP 
& FLORIST, Route 44, Coventry 06238, 
(860) 742-6124, edmundsonsfarm.com 

GO ORGANIC LLC                              
1244 Thompson Road, Thompson 06277, 
(860) 935-5235, http://goorganicllc.com/ 

GOTTA’S FARM, 661 Glastonbury Tpk., 
Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844, 
gottasfarm.com 

HARKEN’S GARDEN CENTER        
287 Route 5, East Windsor 06088,     
(860) 528-6806, discount applies to    
plant material only, 
harkenslandscapesupply.com 

LARSON’S GARDEN CENTER          
26 Covey Road, Burlington 06013,             
(860) 404-5747, larsonsgardencenter.com 

MOSCARILLO’S, 2600 Albany Ave., 
West Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
moscarillos.com 

NATUREWORKS, 518 Forest Road, 
Northford 06472, (203) 484-2748,        
discount applies to plant material only, 
naturework.com 

NE SEED, 10% CHS members: Mail order 
neseed.com  

O’BRIEN NURSERY, 40 Wells Road, 
Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163, 
obrienhosta.com 

RIVERSIDE NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 56 River Road (Rte. 179), 
Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285, 
discount applies to plant material only, 
riversidenursery-ct.com 

SCOTT’S ORCHARD & NURSERY 
1838 New London Tpk., Glastonbury 
06033, (860) 633-8681, 
scottsorchardandnursery.com 

STONE POST GARDENS (seasonal)     
1185 Randolph Road, Middletown 06457, 
(860) 343-0360, stonepostgardens.com 

THE GARDEN BARN NURSERY 
228 West Street, Vernon 06066 
(860) 872-7291, www.gardenbarn.com 

TORRISON STONE & GARDEN             
422 Main Street, Durham 06422,                
(860) 349-0119, www.torrisonstone.com 

WARNER NURSERY & GARDEN 
CENTER, 76 Riverside R0ad, Simsbury 
06070, (860) 651-0204, 
warnernursery.com 

WOODLAND GARDENS  
168 Woodland St., Manchester 06040,      
(860) 643-8474, woodlandgardens-ct.com 

 

 

 
Connecticut Horticultural Society 

P.O. Box 330966 
West Hartford, CT 06133 

860 529-8713  
office@cthort.org 

 
(Updated August 2020) 
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JUST $12 for a year of ‘Horticulture’ magazine
That’s 67% off the cover price. Horticulture is dedicated 
to celebrating the passion of avid gardeners, who take 
delight not just in gardens but in garden-making. The 
engaging writing and brilliant photography help gardeners 
to create beautiful and useful spaces. 

Place your order by calling  
1-877-860-9146 or by mail to 
Horticulture Magazine 
P.O. Box 842, Des Moines, IA 
50304-0842.

To get the discount, be sure 
to mention Promo Code 
PCONN21

$10 DISCOUNT  
on a NEW or GIFT MEMBERSHIP to 
American Horticultural Society

CT Hort has arranged a discount 
on membership with the American 
Horticultural Society (AHS). A new or gift 
‘single membership’ costs only $25 for a 
year, rather than the going rate of $35.

NEW MEMBERS ALSO RECEIVE:
$10 in Auction Bucks,  
redeemable at our Fall and Spring Plant Sale  
& Auction – when auctions resume

Additional discounts included with your membership:

Scholarship Fund Status
GOAL

$8,000

$4,401
Raised

$0

We are more than halfway there! 
The Pruning 101 virtual workshop 
and individual donations totaled 
$1,405 in March. Thanks everyone! 

Since 1959, CT Hort has awarded 
scholarships to horticulture 
students at UConn. In 2010, 
scholarships for plant science 
students at Naugatuck Valley 
Community College were added. 
To help grow the Scholarship 
Fund, go to  CTHort.org  
and donate!

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

http://CTHort.org
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. 
To submit an event, send details to news@cthort.org. Please 
format the announcement to resemble the entries below. 
Deadline for May issue is April 15.

With most social events on hold, most entries you’ll find 
here and on our website are virtual and online horticultural 
programs, classes and tours.

Thurs. April 4, noon – West Hartford Garden Club presents 
Erin Ivy Fletcher of Vine & Ivy Flowers of Suffield. She will 
present “Spring Flower Celebration.” Erin will design 3 
“Spring in Bloom” floral creations and discuss seasonal flowers. 
Completed floral arrangements will be raffled. To register for this 
free Zoom presentation, go to www.WestHartfordGardenClub.
org. You will receive a Zoom link to attend a few days prior to 
the presentation.  The club business meeting is 12:30 – 1:00 
followed by the speaker at 1:00.  Please sign in thru the Zoom 
link at 12:50 in order to attend the 1:00 presentation.

Thurs. April 8, 9:00 am to noon – Connecticut Assoc. of 
Wetland Scientists (CAWS) hosts a virtual wetland science 
conference. Ecologists, land use professionals, state and local 
official, municipal commission members, and other interested 
parties are welcome. Click here to see flyer for more details.

Sat. April 11, 10:00 a.m – Garden in the Woods, Framingham, 
Mass. reopens for the season. Visit their website to reserve a 
time to visit (last timed ticket is 4:00 p.m.) and to view their 
current safety protocol details.

Sat. April 17, 10-11:30 am – Hollister House Barn Talk: 
Waking Up Your Garden, Presented by Daryl Byers Spring 
cleaning is crucial to get shrubs and herbaceous borders looking 
their best, and to prepare beds for a successful season  Daryl will 
review a checklist of gardening tasks to be performed during 
spring maintenance that will give your garden a head start on 
a great season. Click here for additional details and to register:  
https://hollisterhousegarden.org/event/waking-up-your-
garden/

Thurs. May 6, 9:00 am to 4 pm – Rather than holding its 
traditional plant sale at Boy Scout Hall, The Gardeners of 
Simsbury will partner with Gresczyk Farm, 860 Litchfield 
Tpke. (Rte. 202), New Hartford for their spring fundraiser. On 
this one day, 20% of sales will be donated to the club. The farm 
carries a beautiful selection of annuals, perennials, and beautiful 
hanging baskets. www.gresczykfarms.com

UConn Home & Garden Education Center (HGEC) 
www.ladybug.uconn.edu
An invaluable horticultural information resource for novice 
and seasoned gardeners. At present, analysis of physical samples 
has been suspended but digital images can be sent to ladybug@
uconn.edu along with description of symptoms or problems, 
and any other relevant information/questions.

UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural 
Resources (CAHNR) 
Blog https://blog.extension.uconn.edu/vegetable-gardening/
Here you’ll find an abundance of information on current topics 
from COVID to Vegetable Gardening. Check link regularly as 
content changes frequently.

2021 CHRISTMAS IN CAPE COD 
Saturday-Sunday, December 4-5, 2021

Although unable to make this happen in 2020 due to state health restrictions in 
place at the time, this overnight was so well received that we have brought it back 
as the 2021 holiday trip. The weekend will be escorted by Brett Isaacson. You’ll find 
a flyer with detailed itinerary on our website - CTHort.org/Travel or by calling 
Friendship Tours.  

A deposit of $75 per person will hold your spot with final payment due October 1, 2021.

Cost:  $439 per person, double occupancy   |   $519 per person single   |   Non-members must add $50

http://cthort.org
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://ctwetlands.org/uploads/1/3/0/0/130028447/2021_caws_annual_meeting_rev1.pdf 
https://www.nativeplanttrust.org/visit/garden-woods/ 
https://hollisterhousegarden.org/event/waking-up-your-garden/
https://hollisterhousegarden.org/event/waking-up-your-garden/
http://www.gresczykfarms.com
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu 
mailto:ladybug%40uconn.edu?subject=
mailto:ladybug%40uconn.edu?subject=
https://blog.extension.uconn.edu/vegetable-gardening/
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CT Hort Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

For the first time in its 200-year history, the Philadelphia 
Flower Show will take place outside—and CT Hort will 
be there! The backdrop for this year’s show will be the 
beautiful, lush landscape of FDR Park in Philadelphia. 
Overnight accommodations have been made at the Marriott 
Downtown, in the heart of Philadelphia, just steps from 
Reading Market.

SATURDAY includes lunch and a guided tour of the 
Morris Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania. The 
arboretum is a new kind of ornamental garden inspired by 
John and Lydia Morris’ extensive travels through Europe and 
Asia and includes native and exotic flora and art from around 
the world. CT Hort’s friend and past speaker Bill Cullina 
(formerly of Coastal Maine Botanical Garden) will greet us 
as he was appointed Executive Director of the Arboretum in 
2019. Once we reach Philadelphia and settle in to our hotel, 
the welcome dinner will be held at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 
conveniently located right next door to the hotel. 

SUNDAY will be spent at the show. This year’s theme, 
’HABITAT: Nature’s Masterpiece’ will explore the beauty 
of life through nature’s kaleidoscopic lens. Visitors should 
be ready to see exceptional beauty, learn from a diverse 
line-up of designers and leading horticulturalists and enter 
a new gardener-centric experience that invites everyone at 
all skill levels to nurture a lifelong connection to plants and 
gardening.

After the show, you’ll enjoy a private after-hours tour and 
wine & cheese reception at the Barnes Foundation. The 
Foundation houses one of the finest collections of 19th and 
20th century French paintings in the world. The museum’s 
permanent collection features 181 Renoirs, 69 Cézannes, 
and 59 Matisses, along with works by Van Gogh, Manet, 
Degas, Seurat, Prendergrast, Picasso and more, set among 
ground breaking African sculpture and Native American 
ceramics, jewelry, and textiles. Following the reception, 
we’ll have dinner together at one of Philadelphia’s great 
restaurants.

On MONDAY, it’s back to the Philadelphia Flower Show 
to catch what you may have missed and to do some shopping. 
Lunch will be on your own before we head home. 

A deposit of $100 per person will hold your spot with final payment due April 16, 2021.
Cost:  $819 per person, double occupancy   |   $999 per person single   |   Non-members must add $50

Spots available – final payment due April 16!

2021 Philadelphia Flower Show
Saturday–Monday, June 5-7, 2021

HABITAT: Nature’s Masterpiece

http://www.friendshiptours.net
https://phsonline.org/phs-news/the-flower-show-blooms-next-summer-habitat-nature-s-masterpiece-june-5-through-13
https://www.barnesfoundation.org
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CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 

Thurs., April 1 –  Board of Directors  
 Remote Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Thurs, April 15 –  Deadline for May  
 Newsletter

Thurs, April 15 –  CT Hort ONLINE  
 Program Meeting, 7:00 p.m.,  
 Leslie Duthie presents  
 Fronds with Benefits 
 Go to CTHort.org to link  
 to the meeting. 

Printed on recycled paper.

In Search of the Next 
Director of Communications
After five years at the helm, our current Communications 
Director Barbara Skomorowski will be leaving to retire to 
Ohio and be closer to family. As a result, we are searching 
for candidates who are interested in the role.  This is a 
part-time, paid position at the Connecticut Horticultural 
Society that should take no more than 10 hours/week. 

Responsibilities include: Newsletter and website content 
and production; Member and event communications; 
Publicity and social media promotion. 

For additional information and a detailed job description, 
please contact Mary Anna at office@cthort.org or call her 
at (860) 529-8713.

HELP WANTED

April 17th
Waking Up Your Garden:  

Expert advice from Daryl Beyers

April 24th
Designing Your Garden from Scratch:  

A master class with Page Dickey

May 1st
Thinking Outside the Box:  

Lecture and plant sale with Adam Wheeler

Visit www.hollisterhousegarden.org 
or call 860.868.2200

300 Nettleton Hollow Road  •  Washington, CT 06793

BARN TALKS

Hollister House Garden

Limited seating. Advance reservations required. 
Masks mandatory.

http://CTHort.org
mailto:office%40cthort.org?subject=

