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Flowering plants peddling pollen 
have developed clever strategies to 
entice pollinators co-evolving with 

them to seal the deal.  Since angiosperms 
first graced the globe as much as 200 
million years ago, they have developed 
complex visual and chemical signals and 
deceptive devices to lure the helpmates 
essential to the continuation of their 
species.

Many insects, including bees, see 
ultraviolet light invisible to the human eye.  
People perceive a simple yellow evening 
primrose, while bees spot a landing pad 
with linear markings leading to the central 
treasure.  Insects lack noses, but they do 
have sophisticated scent receptors.  Some 
find the sweet or spicy scents pleasing 
to people equally alluring.  Birds don’t 
have a sense of smell.  Flowers primarily 
pollinated by birds frequently have no 
fragrance.

Floral tricksters issue counterfeit 
sight and scent signals to pollinators.  The 
putrid odor and meat-colored flowers of 
skunk cabbage (Symplocarus foetidus) and 
pawpaw (Asimina triloba) lure certain 
flies and beetles with the false promise 
of carrion to eat.  Wafting the come-
hither-scent of the female scoliid wasp 
and mimicking her form, the blossom of 
the Copper Beard Orchid tricks the male 

wasp into gathering pollen as he tries to 
mate with the flower.

Other masters of deception ensnare 
pollinators within their flowers.  The wide-
open water lily blossom holds a pool of 
liquid on day one.  Insects drowning in the 

trap deposit pollen gathered from other 
flowers.  The second day the water lily 
flower opens with anthers ready to release 
pollen and no trap to prevent insects from 
gathering it.

Timing is one key to success.  Perennials 
don’t parade their colors during different 
calendar dates each year to frustrate 
gardeners.  Why waste energy blooming 
when the weather is too hot or cold, too 
wet or dry for compatible pollinators?  
Their sequential flowing patterns give

perennials the 
opportunity to 
limit competition 
for the attention of 
insects and birds while 
providing the pollinators 
with a continuous supply 
of food.

Some plants depend upon the service 
of specialist pollinators active for only a 
short time to ensure that their show will 
go on for the next generation.  Taking 
advantage of sunlight hitting the forest 
floor before deciduous trees leaf out, 
spring beauties (Claytonia spp.) are one 
example of plants that flower and set seeds 
in the same limited timeframe that their 
dedicated pollinator, the spring beauty 
mining bee (Andrena erigeniae), forages.

Location can also be critical.  While 
some species relocated to suitable climates 
with ideal soil and exposure find new 
friends to sip their nectar and distribute 
their pollen, others don’t adapt.  The 
sole pollinator for the vanilla orchid is 
an endangered Melipona bee endemic 
to Mexico.  The costly practice of hand-
pollination by humans keeps the world’s 
supply of vanilla beans going.

Studying the intricate relationships 
between angiosperms and pollinators 

(continued on page 4)

Pollinators in the Press
By Jody Morgan, Writer and  CT Hort member

Special guest, Doug Tallamy presents:
A Guide to Restoring the Little Things  
that Run the World
Thursday, June 20
Early start time- 6:30 p.m.
See page 3 for details 
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Individual .............................................. $49
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Student (full time with 
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Horticultural Business  
Member ............................... $100 or $250
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Contributions are tax-exempt to the 
extent permitted under Section 170 of 
the Internal Revenue Service Code. Re-
production of the CHS Newsletter in 
whole or part without prior permission 
is prohibited. 

© Copyright 2017

Bartlett Arboretum

Earth Tones Native Plant Nursery

MH Landscape Design

The Garden Barn Nursery

Wild Rose Landscape Design

Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

Sat., June 1, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Early Birds: 
8 a. m., $10) - Fine Gardening, the 
national magazine for avid gardeners and 
plant geeks, and the Newtown Parks and 
Recreation Department are having their 
3rd annual Super Cool Plant Sale at 
the Fairfield Hills campus in Newtown. 
FREE and open to the public. You’ll find 
interesting, under-the-radar varieties, 
the hidden gems, the overlooked 
performers, and the I-didn’t-know-it-
was-out-there cultivars avid gardeners go 
crazy for.  So make the trip to Newtown, 
but make sure your trunk is empty before 
you come, because it certainly won’t be 
when you leave!

Tues., June 4, 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. - Join 
Elizabeth Park Rosarian Stephen 
Scanniello for tours of the Heritage 
Rose Garden. Learn about the Garden’s 
exceptionally old varieties of roses, some 
of which predate 1867. The tours are 
FREE and begin at the flagpole outside 
the green Cottage in Elizabeth Park. Visit 
elizabethparkct.org/park-tours for more 
information.

Weds., June 5, 12, 19, 26, & July 3, 10 a.m. 
- Elizabeth Park Weekly Rose Garden 

Tours - Head Rose Gardener Peter Winne 
will lead FREE tours of the park’s historic 
Rose Garden. Learn about the history of 
the Garden, as well as how the beautiful 
roses are maintained year after year. No 
registration is required. Tours begin at the 
flagpole outside the green Cottage. Visit 
elizabethparkct.org/park-tours for more 
information.

Wed, June 5, 12, 19 & 26, 8:00 a.m. to 
noon - Hollister House Garden will 
be open for Plein Air Painters and 
Photographers.  Please fill out and submit 
this contact form before you come each 
week. Fee: $5 donation per visit.

Fri, June 7, 6-8 p.m. - Hollister House 
Garden will participate in ‘First Fridays.’ 
As the light fades and day turns to 
evening enjoy the company of friends and 
the beauty of the garden. Come, have a 
glass of wine and delight in the intimate 
outdoor spaces, bordered by dramatic 
hedges and overflowing with exuberant 
plantings. A perfect start to a summer 
weekend.  Reservations not required. Fee: 
$10 per person donation is requested and 
includes a glass of wine.

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an 
event, send details to news@cthort.org . Please format the announcement to 
resemble the entries below. Deadline for Summer issue is June 15.

(continued on page 4)
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A Guide to Restoring the Little Things  
that Run the World

with Doug Tallamy, Ph.D. University of Delaware

Thursday, June 20, 2019

Insect populations have declined 45% globally since 1974. 
The most alarming part of this statistic is that we don’t 
seem to care, despite the fact that a world without insects is 

a world without humans! So how do we 
build beautiful landscapes that support 
the pollinators, herbivores, detritivores, 
predators and parasitoids that run the 
ecosystems we depend on? Tallamy will 
remind us of the many essential roles 
insects play, and describe the simple 
changes we must make in our landscapes 
and our attitudes to keep insects on the 
ground, in the air and yes, on our plants.

CT Hort is pleased to host Doug as 
our final guest of our 2018-19 Season. 
He is nationally recognized as one of 
the world’s leading entomologists and wildlife ecologists. This 
outstanding lecture is made possible due to the generous funding 
from the Lois and Herb Isaacson endowment.

Doug Tallamy is a professor in the Department of 
Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware, 

where he has authored 90 research publications and has taught 
Insect Taxonomy, Behavioral Ecology, Humans and Nature, 
Insect Ecology, and other courses for 37 years. Chief among his 

research goals is to better understand the 
many ways insects interact with plants 
and how such interactions determine 
the diversity of animal communities. His 
book Bringing Nature Home: How Native 
Plants Sustain Wildlife in Our Gardens 
was published by Timber Press in 2007 
and was awarded the 2008 Silver Medal 
by the Garden Writers’ Association. The 
Living Landscape, co-authored with 
Rick Darke, was published in 2014. 
Doug is also a regular columnist for 
Garden Design, now e-published at www.

gardendesign.com. Doug is a Lifetime Honorary Director of 
Wild Ones and has won the Garden Club of America Margaret 
Douglas Medal for Conservation, the Tom Dodd, Jr. Award of 
Excellence, and the 2018 American Horticultural Society B.Y. 
Morrison Communication Award.   

Doug Tallamy

CT Hort Program Meeting 

Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org.   

Date: Thursday, June 20, 2019  

Time: To allow plenty of time for 
the end-of-season ice cream social, 
this final meeting of the season will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. 

Location: Emanuel Synagogue,  
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, 
please take a moment to tell us what 
you thought of the presenter. Your 
candid feedback helps us to arrange 
for speakers that will hold your interest. 
Take the five-question survey on our 
website – cthort.org. Click on the 
survey icon found on any page then 
chose the speaker you want to rate. 
Thank you for your feedback.

IMPORTANT 
R E MI NDER:

The Emanuel Auditorium has been 
advised to operate all events at their 
facility with additional security. 
You may notice that the front door 
remains locked and the names of 
all visitors must be recorded. We 
appreciate your patience while we 
complete this process at the entrance 
to our Speaker Meeting. 
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“Pollinators in the Press,” from page 1      

took a major leap forward in research conducted at Denmark’s 
Aarhus University.  Findings released to the international press 
on February 8, 2019 are based on using environmental DNA 
(eDNA) to analyze what creatures are landing on blossoms in a 
meadow alive with activity.  Results from testing 50 flowers from 
7 different plant species revealed the presence of trace amounts of 
eDNA from 135 distinct species of butterflies, bees, moths, flies, 
beetles, aphids, spiders and other pollinators.

National Pollinator Week 
in the United States runs this 
year from June17-23. The 
resolution establishing the 
first National Pollinator Week 
in June 2007 was passed on 
September 21, 2006.  How 
often does Congress act in 
a timely fashion?  During 
the winter of 2006-2007, 
honey bee keepers across the 

country experienced the loss of 50%-90% of their hives to a  
mysterious phenomenon labeled Colony Collapse Disorder.  
Worker bees disappeared from the hives leaving their queen 
behind with plentiful quantities of honey.  Very few dead bees 
were discovered in the vicinity of the hives.  Although hive loss 
from CCD has diminished, these non-native bees as well as 
those native to our land are still threatened by a plethora of pests  
and pesticides.

Language in the legislation indicates the measure recognizes 
“the importance of pollinators to ecosystem health and agriculture 
in the United States and partnership efforts to increase awareness 
about pollinators and support for protecting and sustaining 
pollinators…”  Financial factors take priority, but environmental 
concerns are stated: “noting it is in the strong economic interest 
of agricultural producers and consumers in the United States to 
help ensure a healthy, sustainable pollinator population; whereas 
possible declines in the health and population of pollinators pose 
what could be a significant threat to global food webs, the integrity 
of biodiversity, and human health.”

Natureworks, Northford
Sunday, June 16th, 2019 Pollinator Week Starts 

 A Day Early at Natureworks!
10:00 am – 11:00 am
A Bee’s-Eye View of our Flowers
Learn about the flowers bees look for in the garden. We will 
walk our benches and flower gardens and discuss combinations 
of plants to add to attract bees from summer to fall. Free, all 
are welcome. 

Guess the Pollinator
Any time this week find the cards we have hidden throughout 
the garden center. Guess the pollinator pictured and flip the 
card to find out if you’re right! Learn a little bit about each 
pollinator. This tour is self-guided, but Natureworkers are 
always around and happy to help.
 

Hey KIDS-Let’s make a Pollinator Mural!
Come in any time this week and color your favorite pollinator 
and we will laminate it and add it to our big pollinator mural 
here at Natureworks! Free stickers to all kids who color!
 

View additional talks and activities  
taking place at Natureworks at:  

https://naturework.com/garden-info/events/ 

The National Wildlife Federation –  
www.nwf.org 

The National Pollinator Garden Network launched the 
Million Pollinator Garden Challenge to increase the amount 
of nectar and pollen food sources to reverse the alarming 
decline of pollinators such as honey bees, native bees and 
monarch butterflies. 

The National Wildlife Federation co-founded the Network 
to rally hundreds of thousands of gardeners, horticultural 
professionals, schools, and volunteers to help reach a million 
pollinator gardens. 

Certify your garden or yard today and ‘bee’ counted towards 
the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge!

Pollinator Week • June 17-23
Events and Information



Page 5 June 2019 CT Hort Newsletter

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements  continued from page 2

Visit cthort.org for the MOST CURRENT listings and links.

Fri., June 7, 6:30 to 9 p.m. - The Elizabeth Park Conservancy 
will host the 12th Annual Wine & Roses Fundraiser at the Pond 
House Cafe in Elizabeth Park. The evening will include a cocktail 
reception, lite fare, delicious desserts, pop-up dancing, and a 
fabulous silent auction. The event will once again feature mobile 
bidding, allowing attendees to bid on silent auction items from their 
own smartphones and preview items prior to the event. “Bidding 
Buddies” will be available for assistance throughout the evening. 
Attendees must register in advance at elizabethparkct.org by 
May 31. Tickets will not be sold at the door. For inquiries, contact 
Kelly Nolen at (860) 231-9443 ext. 104 or Kathy Kraczkowsky at  
gardens@elizabethparkct.org.

Sun., June 8, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Experience a day of wine 
and beer tasting while enjoying the southern part of our beautiful 
state with the Hartford Cooperative Extension Council. Tour 
and tasting at Chamard Winery in Clinton followed by lunch 
and tasting at Thimble Island Brewery in Branford. Bring your 
own lunch or purchase from a food truck. A room for eating  
and beer tasting is reserved. The bus will leave The Exchange,  
270 Farmington Ave, Farmington CT parking lot at 9:30 a.m. 
Price is $75 per person. Reserve your spot by calling Joyce Boncal 
at (860) 666-8312.

Sat. & Sun., June 15 & 16, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. - America’s oldest 
public rose garden will celebrate its 115th anniversary at 
Elizabeth Park with a wide range of free educational and family-
friendly activities. The annual event showcases Elizabeth Park’s 
stunning gardens at the peak of their seasonal beauty, featuring 
thousands of rose bushes and arches in bloom. Rose Weekend 
highlights include poetry readings; free rose garden tours; painting 
in the Park by local artists; displays by community, cultural and 
arts organizations; a scavenger hunt for the whole family; and 
horticultural exhibitions. All events are free and open to the 
public. For more information about Rose Weekend programs and 
activities, visit elizabethparkct.org/event/rose-weekend-2019.

Fri. & Sat., June 28 & 29, 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. – Hollister 
House Garden presents a two-day water color workshop ‘For the 
Love of Roses,’ presented by Betsy Rogers-Knox.  This step-by-step 
art workshop will focus on the accurate drawing of rose flowers 
and buds, followed by a careful layering of light washes to achieve 
subtle transparent colors, folds, ripples and shadows of one of our 
most celebrated flowers.  Advanced registration required https://
hollisterhousegarden.org/events/categories/workshops/ 

Sat. & Sun., Aug 10 & 11 - NOFA Summer Conference at Hampshire 
College in Amherst, Mass. Keynote Speaker: Sandor Katz. 

Individual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55

Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75

Senior Individual (65+) . . . . . . . . . . . . $50

Senior Family (65+)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70

Age 30 years and under . . . . . . . . . . . $30

Student (full time with valid ID). . . . Free

SUSTAINING:

Garden Builder  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $125

Plant Expert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $250

Dream Designer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500

Garden Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80

Business  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100

Business Benefactor . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250

The Connecticut Horticultural Society
September 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

September 1 will begin the 2019-20 Season for Connecticut 
Horticultural Society (CT Hort). It is the 133rd year 
that CT Hort has been in existence (established in 1887). 
And 2019 marks the 60th year that we have been granting 
scholarships to students involved in the plant sciences. 

Your membership keeps this non-profit 
institution going.  Please continue your support. 
Members in attendance at the May Speaker Meeting voted 
to approve an increase in the price of membership for 
the upcoming season.  The last time dues went up was in 
September of 2015. Your membership includes many valuable 
benefits: attendance to nine lectures from gardening experts; 
ten issues of our respected newsletter; travel program to 
garden adventures near and far; discounts to local nurseries; 
practical educational workshops; fall and spring plant 
auctions of rare and unusual plant material, and more!
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Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort)
2019-20 Officers and Board of Directors

By Brett Isaacson, CT Hort President

During my year as your President, I’ve learned just how much effort it takes to keep this organization 
going. CT Hort is an amazing 137-year-old group with lots of moving parts; speakers, meetings, trips, 
Symposium, auctions, raffles, sales, Flower Show, workshops, talks… the list seems endless on some days. 

I can attest that making all this happen “takes a village.” Yet the society has only two part-time people 
on payroll. Everyone else volunteers. 

As the 2018-19 season draws to a close and we have been working on filling the positions for Officers 
and the Board, I can’t stress enough how much we could use your help!  Please consider stepping up to 
lend a hand. The only requirement or experience needed is a desire to keep CT Hort going. If more people 
don’t participate in the workings of the Society, it will go by the wayside. We all know of a garden club or 
local nursery that no longer exists because of lack of interest. Don’t let CT Hort be added to that list.

Our season starts in September and runs through the end of August. Board members and Officers are 
tasked with attending nine evening meetings a year that fall on the first Thursday of the month (excluding 
December, July and August.) 

Please call me at 860-930-3480 or send an email to office@cthort.org if you would like to help out. 
Thank you. 

Meanwhile, here are the folks who have committed to watching over the Society for the upcoming 
year.  Officers Cheryl Marino and Elaine Widmer were elected by the Board subsequent to being put forth 
for a vote at the May Annual Meeting. 

I can’t thank you enough for rolling up your sleeves and pitching in. 

OFFICERS
President Brett Isaacson Incumbent
Vice President Cheryl Marino New
Secretary Elaine Widmer New
Treasurer Yilin Sun Incumbent
Past President Ken Stubenrauch Incumbent

DIRECTORS
Justine Leeper term ends August 2020
Christopher Tuccio term ends August 2020
OPEN
Pat Lavery term ends August 2021
Elizabeth Valdez term ends August 2021
Elaine Widmer term ends August 2021
Diane Erling term ends August 2022
Trish Lyons term ends August 2022
Carol Quish term ends August 2022
Emeritus: David Berg, Rudy Favretti
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CT Hort Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

This 3-day summer exploration in Ithaca is a compilation of one-of- 
a-kind experiences.  The first stop is MacKenzie-Childs, home of  
handmade, hand-decorated majolica pottery, furniture and home fur-
nishings.

Next, we’ll settle in to our home base—the Statler Hotel locat-
ed on the campus of Cornell University. Within walking distance of 
the Farrand, Uris and Azalea gardens, this upscale hotel is run by sea-
soned hospitality professionals working alongside energetic students 
from Cornell’s world-renowned School of Hotel Administration. A  
welcome dinner will be enjoyed at the Statler.

Day two will be split between the Cornell Botanical Gardens and 
The Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, located on campus. Lunch 
is on your own at one of the many fabulous eateries at Ithaca Com-
mons—a four-block, pedestrian-only section of downtown. In the 
afternoon, we return to campus to tour the Johnson Museum of Art 
which was designed by IM Pei. The museum is home to over 35,000 
works as well as an extensive collection of Asian Art.  We wrap up day 
two with a farm-to-table meal at Agava, where you’ll find a fabulous 
choice of dishes created with fresh ingredients from local suppliers. 

The final day begins with a hearty breakfast buffet at the Statler 
followed by a visit to the private garden of Wayne Myers. His six acres 

of rolling lawn and perennial beds contain more than 550 different 
varieties of plants nestled among fieldstone walls and outbuildings.  

The last stop will be Stonegate Farm, the property of award-win-
ning photographer Matthew Benson. Matthew will be our guide to this 
historic treasure. There will be farm-sourced refreshments and a book 
signing of Mathew’s latest book, “Growing Beautiful Food.”
Cost: $779 per person – double occupancy, $999 per person – single 
occupancy for members of CT Hort.  Non-members please add $50.

Ithaca, New York 
Tuesday, July 30 to Thursday, August 1

Only a  couple of seats  remain!

Set aside this long weekend in December to celebrate the holidays in Maine. Home 
base for the weekend will be the Westin Portland Harborview.  Its central location 
provides travelers a perfect vantage point to explore Maine’s largest city.

Details are being ironed out but here are some of the activities being planned:
• Gardens Aglow at the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
• Evening Performance at Portland Stage – ‘It’s a Wonderful Life: A Radio Play’
• Portland Museum of Art
• Victoria Mansion – ‘Ghosts of Christmas Past’
• Seashore Holiday Trolley ride in Kennebunkport
• Time at the Kennebunkport Holiday Prelude
• And more….

Interested?! Call and ask Barbara to send you details once they are finalized. 

Maine-Style Holiday
Friday, December 6 to  
Sunday, December 8

Save
the date!



Connecticut Horticultural Society
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Rocky Hill, CT  06067

      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Weds., June 5 –  Board of Directors  

 final meeting, TBD

Thurs., June 20 –  Early start time: 6:30 p.m.  
   for Ice Cream Social. 7:30 p.m.:  
 Dr. Doug Tallamy presents A  
 Guide to Restoring the Little  
 Things that Run the World,  
 Emanuel Synagogue  
 Auditorium, West Hartford

Printed on recycled paper.

The CT Hort season always ends on a bright note. First 
there is the tradition of welcoming the coming of summer 
by enjoying ice cream at our last Speaker Meeting. 

And the speaker is someone extra-special, funded by the 
Lois and Herb Isaacson endowment. This year we are 
delighted to have Doug Tallamy as our guest. 

There will be table seating in the auditorium and we 
encourage you to bring centerpieces using materials fresh 
from your garden to grace the evening. 

See you at the Social!

Ice Cream Social!
Thursday, June 20, 6:30 p.m.

Please note earlier  
start time of 6:30 p.m.


