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You may know some flowers called 
Fritillaries, but there is also a group of 
butterflies called Fritillaries, and the name 
for both comes from a Latin word meaning 
dice box, as one species of the flowers and 
most Fritillary butterflies are spotted. 
Since you are familiar with problems of 
odd forms and colors in violets, I will 
not mention here similar problems with 
butterfly identification. I will only tell you 
that you can recognize the typical Fritillary 
butterfly by its spangles, that is, although 
the upper side is orange with dark markings, 
the underside of the wing, especially the 
hind wing, has big silver spots that you 
can see when the butterfly is in flight or, at 
rest with its wings up. They are fast flyers, 
and the same color as a Monarch on top 
although the dark markings are splotches 
rather than lines and they are a little smaller. 
The wing shape is more rounded, and when 
you see those spangles you know it’s not 
a Monarch. Various Fritillary species can 
be seen across the U.S. from June through 
August, and once you have recognized a 
Fritillary you will realize how easy it is to 
know them by their silver spots.

     

Now, why am I going on about butterflies in 
the Violet Gazette? It is because the violet is 
the food plant for Fritillary butterflies. The 
adult butterfly takes nectar from milkweed, 
coneflowers, thistles and many other things, 
but the eggs of Fritillaries are laid on violets 
and the larvae feed on the leaves. The eggs 
are laid at the end of summer; the tiny larvae 
hatch out and spend the winter under the 
leaf litter and begin to feed in spring when 
the violet leaves come back. The larvae 
are very hairy, spiny, black or dark brown 
caterpillars, some with orange stripes at the 
base of the spines. The caterpillars feed only 
at night on the lower side of the leaves and 
hide during the day on the ground so they 
are not often seen, therefore, if something 
is chewing on your violets, it might not be 

Thursday, February 21 – 6 p.m.
February Speaker Meeting will be held  

at the CT Flower & Garden Show in Hartford
Presenter Mike McGrath will discuss “The Good, the Bad, the Ugly: 

Getting Toads, Birds and Bugs to Eat Your Garden Thugs”
View parking and entry details on page 8.

Editor’s note:
At the time this article was penned, the author, Elizabeth Scott, was an American Violet Society 

officer, Research and Events Coordinator and Associate Editor of The Violet Gazette.

(continued on page 4)

Butterflies and Violets
By Elizabeth Scott

The Value 
in Violets

by Jody Morgan, Master Gardener, 
Writer and CT Hort member

Revered for centuries for various virtues, 
violets are currently reviled as unwelcome 
weeds in a manicured lawn and aggressive 
thugs in the garden. But just as we can’t have 
monarch butterflies without milkweed, we 
can’t have fritillary butterflies without 
violets – the sole sustenance for their larvae. 
Violets have many additional attributes to 
value including their legendary association 
with St. Valentine’s Day.

In Bringing Nature Home, Doug 
Tallamy warns: “If you live east of 
Michigan, it’s too late to enjoy the regal 
fritillary (Speyeria idalia). This beautiful 
butterfly has been all but extirpated from 
the East, in part by poorly timed mowing, 
which chops up the larvae just before 
they mature.” Several other species of 
fritillaries, however, may still be seen in 
New England.  Encouraging readers of The 
Living Landscape to come to their rescue, 
Rick Darke and Doug Tallamy emphasize 
the benefits of embracing the exuberance of 
these essential host plants. “A self-sowing, 
self-perpetuating population of naturalized 
violets serves as a deciduous ground-
cover under large trees while providing 
plenty of material for fritillary larvae to 
eat.” Photographs of luxurious swathes of 
low-maintenance violets provide further 
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Thank you to our generous business members and contributors!

By Brett Isaacson, President

We ALL belong to  
the Membership Committee!!!

I recently came to an ‘aha’ moment during a conversation with Cheryl Marino, the 
chairperson of the Membership Committee. We were brainstorming on ways to 
find more people to staff the Membership Committee. We both feel strongly that 
increasing our membership ranks requires a personal touch; a human connection to 
our lively and interesting organization. 

Then it came to me… my mom, Lois Isaacson (who founded Friendship Tours), was 
a natural at gaining new members. When she hosted a trip and saw someone inter-
ested in the gardens, she would approach that person and mention the benefits of 
CT Hort. She always had a membership form handy to leave with them! 

Her other tactic was to approach a gardener that she’d find working in a garden. 
She’d ask a few questions to qualify the person’s love of gardening and again, leave 
behind a membership form. 

Truth be told, every member of CT Hort is an Ambassador of our great organiza-
tion. Each of us must know at least one person who would also enjoy the friendship, 
knowledge and camaraderie shared at our meetings, in our Newsletter, on our web-
site, during our trips, at the Symposium, and in our workshops. Please consider en-
couraging a neighbor, friend or family member to join you for a speaker meeting to 
discover what goes on at CT Hort. With your help we can easily sustain and build 
our membership base to support the mission of our well-meaning organization:

“The Connecticut Horticultural Society is an educational organization  
dedicated to encouraging and improving the practice of gardening and  

the dissemination of horticultural information to its members and the public.  
The society through its many and varied programs seeks to encourage  

the enjoyment, appreciation and understanding of plants,  
the environment, and the art and science of gardening.”

mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=
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The Good, the Bad, the Ugly:  
Getting Toads, Birds and Bugs  
to Eat Your Garden Thugs
with Mike McGrath

Thursday, February 21, 6 p.m. 
at the CT Flower & Garden Show 
Connecticut Convention Center, Hartford

Yes, toads! Each toad you invite into your garden will eat its own 
weight in insect pests every evening. (Toads work the night shift; 
eating problem pests while you sleep.) Mike McGrath, host of the 
Public Radio show “You Bet Your Garden” will reveal easy ways 
to get these priceless predators to prey on your problems. He’ll 
also explain how to attract beneficial and beautiful birds, bees 
and butterflies in this fast-paced workshop designed to help you 
bring Nature’s finest pollinators and pest-eaters to your property.

Mike’s CV is impressive. He hosts his own public radio show, is Garden Editor for WTOP 
News Radio in Washington, D.C, Contributing Editor and columnist for Greenprints 
magazine, was former Editor-in-Chief of ORGANIC GARDENING magazine and is 
the author of books on tomatoes, compost and kitchen gardening. 

During his time as Editor-in-Chief, “OG” was the largest circulation gardening maga-
zine in the world and became a major exhibitor at the prestigious Philadelphia Flower 
Show from 1993 to 1997, garnering four consecutive “Best of Show” awards. Mike now 
lectures at the Flower Show every year. In 1995, Media Dynamics proclaimed OG  “the 

most popular magazine in America” after research and survey data 
revealed that it was the magazine most saved by its readers 

(more than National Geographic!); the magazine most often 
read from cover to cover; and the magazine readers would 
miss most if it ceased publication.

In 2012, Mike gave a TED Talk on composting that 
has ‘gone viral’. Here’s a link to the video on You Tube: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9OhxKlrWwc. 
As we ‘go to press,’ Mike’s talk is VERY close to hitting a 

million views!  

Speaker Feedback 
After you attend a speaker meeting, 
please take a moment to tell us what 
you thought of the presenter. Your 
candid feedback helps us to arrange 
for speakers that will hold your interest. 
Take the five-question survey on our 
website – cthort.org. Click on the 
survey icon found on any page then 
chose the speaker you want to rate. 
Thank you for your feedback.

In the event of inclement weather on 
the night of a Program Meeting, tune 
into WFSB TV Channel 3, or call the 
CT Hort office at 860-529-8713 for a 
recorded message.

Special Location:  
Don’t miss Mike’s talk  
at the CT Flower and 

Garden Show  
at the Connecticut 

Convention Center in 
Hartford. This presentation  
is open to the public as well 

as members of CT Hort.

Listen to CT Hort Member (and Mehlquist Award 
winner) Tom Christopher’s live interview with Mike 
McGrath on Wednesday, February 20 from 10 to 
10:30 a.m. on iCRV internet radio. If you prefer, 
listen to Tom’s past interviews when the timing is 
good for you by visiting his online archives. 

Mike McGrath

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9OhxKlrWwc
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“Butterflies and Violets,” from page 1      

bad slugs but good Fritillary caterpillars! When the caterpillar 
is ready to pupate, it drops off the violet plant and attaches the 
chrysalis to a rock or log or piece of bark nearby. You may find 
it difficult to locate and identify violets, but think of this little 
butterfly who is not much bigger than a violet leaf, and has never 
seen a violet but who can unerringly find one to lay her eggs on. 

The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Butterflies, 
describes an even more remarkable feat:
“In the Colorado foothills during August and September, 
females lay eggs under mountain mahogany bushes and 
other places where violets have long since dried up and 
will not reappear until the next year. The females may 
smell the violets’ dormant roots.”

When rudely asked about your “weeds” explain that what you 
have is a “butterfly garden,” and even people shocked at the idea 
of violets in the lawn might be converted. Most butterfly gardens 
concentrate on large, colorful nectar plants, however, without food 
plants for the caterpillars there can be no butterflies. Most Fritillary 
species are reasonably common, but the 
largest and most beautiful of all, the Regal 
Fritillary, is endangered and almost extinct 
in some parts of its range, with only two 
populations left in existence east of Illinois.

So plant those violets, spread those 
violets! You will be adding a double measure 
of beauty to the world, first with the violets 
and then again with the butterflies. 

incentive to value these tenacious natives as carefree coverage for 
otherwise unsightly spaces.

Butterflies are not the only creatures happy to have a stand 
of violets on hand. Native bees and flies emerging along with the 
blossoms in the early spring depend upon the nectar and pollen.  
Bumblebees, too big to drink nectar through the petals, nip off the 
spur. Birds and small mammals eat the seeds. Deer and rabbits dine 
on the leaves. 

In case ecological significance is insufficient to convince your 
lawn-loving neighbors, the history of violets is a persuasive argument 
for giving them another chance. First cultivated as early as 400 
BC, violets have been used for centuries in culinary and medicinal 
preparations.  Wreaths of violets were sported by carousing Greeks 
to nullify the effects of imbibing excess wine. Violet-flavored wine 
became popular enough in Rome that the leading contemporary poet 
Horace (65-8 BC) chided his countrymen for putting more effort 
into growing violets than cultivating olives.

Legend relates that St. Valentine, imprisoned 
in Rome prior to his execution on February 
14, 269 AD, crushed violet flowers for ink and 
penned notes to his followers on the leaves. 
Lacking access to FedEx, he employed a dove 
to deliver the missives.

Napoleon Bonaparte divorced his first wife Josephine in order 
to have an heir. Although Josephine’s gardens at Malmaison were 
famed for their roses, violets were her favorite flowers. When she died, 
Napoleon is said to have plucked violets from her garden and worn 
them in the locket found around his neck when he breathed his last. 
Exiled on Elbe, Napoleon swore he would return when the violets 
bloomed in spring. Asked whether or not they liked violets, supporters 
never answered “oui” or “non.” The code phrase was “eh bien.”

Hired as Head Gardener at Osborne House, the Isle of Wight 
summer home of Queen Victoria, Toby Beasley delved into Victoria’s 
diaries. Earliest of the 105 references to violets is an entry on March 
30, 1834.  The fourteen-year-old Victoria recorded; “Mamma gave 

me two very pretty little china baskets with violets and some pretty 
buttons.” Nurseryman George Lee named a magnificent violet he 
bred in 1873 ‘Victoria Regina’ in her honor. He sent the queen a 
bouquet of those violets every year on her birthday.

Symbolizing modesty and fidelity in the Victorian “Language 
of the Flowers,” violets figure prominently on vintage valentines. 
Ancient Greek writers referred to Athens as the “Violet Crowned 
City,” but Rhinebeck, New York was known from the 1880s to the 
1960s as “Violet Capital of the World.”  European cultivars rather 
than our more numerous American species were the stock in trade. 
In its heyday, Rhinebeck boasted 18 violet houses producing 6 
million plants annually. Pickers lay prone on planks placed across 
the greenhouse beds to pluck the blossoms. The most expert could 
harvest 5,000 flowers a day. The favored offering was a bunch of 25 
blossoms surrounded by their leaves and tied in a bouquet. Sadly 
the shelf life of violet blossoms is short – only a few days.

Following World War I, violets got bad press as “grandma’s 
flowers.” Roses took over as the reigning floral expression of 
devotion. Nevertheless, Elizabeth Taylor ordered 40 violet bouquets 
in 1992 for her 60th birthday bash at Disneyland.

Without providing research to corroborate the claim, Jack 
Sanders comments concerning violets in Hedgemaids and Fairy 
Candles: The Lives and Lore of North American Wildflowers: 
“Perhaps its most interesting medicinal use, mentioned in several 
herbals right up to modern times, has been as a treatment for 
cancers, such as those of the tongue, skin and colon.”  He also 
notes that in springtime the basal leaves of the common blue violet 
“contain more vitamin C per 100 grams than the equivalent weight 
of oranges and 2 ½ times more vitamin A than spinach has.” Violet 
salads, violet syrups and violet marmalades can be made from leaves 
and flowers free of pesticides and herbicides.

You don’t have to believe in the lore of Valentine’s Day to 
recognize the value in violets. Welcome them as problem solvers 
in the landscape, essential elements of our native ecosystems and a 
potential source of sustenance and succor for humans.

“The Value in Violets,” from page 1      
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2019 Service Award
By Justine Ramsey, Awards Committee

Our much loved Connecticut Horticultural Society (CT Hort) exists largely due to the help of many volunteers. They 
are a source of inspiration, knowledge and encouragement which is valued and enjoyed by all of us. If you’ve attended 
lectures, bought a cool plant at the auction, traveled to amazing gardens, participated in workshops, or benefited from any 
of the offerings CT Hort provides, it was possible because of our amazing volunteers.  Think back and try to remember 
a face you consistently see or a voice you love to hear at our monthly meetings or other various events, they could be our 
next service award winner.  Please take a moment to recognize an individual who has enhanced your experience with CT 
Hort by nominating them as the 2019 Service Award recipient. Nominations should include a brief explanation of why 
you feel they should be considered and as much background about them as you can. Send nominations to:

Mary Anna Martell, CT Hort Office
2433 Main Street                                             OR       Email: office@cthort.org, Subject line: Service Award 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067

It only takes a few minutes to thank someone who has given so much of themselves. Nominations must be received 
by March 30, 2019. 

Thurs. February 7, noon – West Hartford 
Garden Club welcomes FGCCT Judges 
Council Chair, Trish Manfredi.  Trish 
will discuss the finer points of ‘Interpret-
ing Paintings with Floral Arrangements.’   
Location: Saint John’s Episcopal Church, 
679 Farmington Ave., West Hartford. 
Parking available on So. Highland St. and 
in the various church parking lots.  Entry 
to the meeting hall is in the back of the 
church. If West Hartford Schools are closed 
due to weather, the meeting is cancelled. Fee: 
Guest donation of $10 includes a light buf-
fet lunch. Reservations preferred. Contact 
Susan @ 860-305-6370 or reserve on line 
at  www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org.

Sun., Feb. 17, 11 a.m. – Elizabeth Park 
Conservancy presents a brunch and jazz 
concert at 11 a.m., Sunday, Feb. 17 at the 
Pond House in Elizabeth Park, West Hart-
ford. Nat Reeves and students from the 
Jackie McLean Jazz Studies Division, will 
perform jazz standards and selections from 
the iconic Great American Songbook, a 
collection of the most memorable Amer-
ican music from the 1920s to the 1950s. 

The event will benefit the gardens at Eliza-
beth Park, including America’s oldest public 
rose garden. Fee: Cost of the brunch is $65 
per person, or $40 for students.  Menu in-
cludes home-fried potatoes, chicken piccata,  
vegetable quiche, coffee, tea and juices, 
as well as sweets, fruit salad, dessert and 
cash bar.  Reservations can be made on-
line at winterjazzbrunch2019.eventbrite.
com.  For questions, call Kelly Nolen at  
(860) 231-9443, x104, or e-mail admin@
elizabethparkct.org.

Sat., Feb. 23, 11 a.m. – Kerry Ann Men-
dez of Perennially Yours presents Not 
Your Grandma’s Hydrangea: Exceptional 
Hydrangeas Plus Tried-and-Proven Tips 
for Growing Them.  This webinar includes 
many new cultivars as well as recommenda-
tions for growing gorgeous specimens, even 
in colder climates. Fee: $12 registration fee 
for one hour lecture. Registrants do NOT 
have to watch the live broadcast.  All regis-
trants receive a personal link and password 
after the live broadcast so they can watch 
the presentation wherever, whenever, and as 
many times as they wish!

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Visit cthort.org for the MORE listings and links.

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. To submit an event, send details to 
news@cthort.org . Please format the announcement to resemble the entries below. Deadline 
for March issue is February 15.

Save 
the date! 

Spring Plant Sale 
& Auction 

Friday, April 26, 6:30 p.m.
Bethany Covenant Church 

Berlin

Mark your calendar for the  
CT Hort Spring Plant Sale &  
Auction on Friday, April 26. 

Same great spring location - 
Bethany Covenant Church  

in Berlin. 

More details to come  
as the date draws near.

http://www.WestHartfordGardenClub.org
http://winterjazzbrunch2019.eventbrite.com
http://winterjazzbrunch2019.eventbrite.com
mailto:admin%40elizabethparkct.org?subject=
mailto:admin%40elizabethparkct.org?subject=
https://pyours.com/webinar-grandmas-hydrangea/
https://pyours.com/webinar-grandmas-hydrangea/
https://pyours.com/webinar-grandmas-hydrangea/
https://pyours.com/webinar-grandmas-hydrangea/
http://cthort.org
mailto:news%40cthort.org?subject=


Page 6 February 2019 CT Hort Newsletter

Easy and Elegant Floral Design 
Saturday, February 16, 2019, 1-3 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran School  | Bristol, Conn.

Are you looking to unlock the secrets of flower arranging and learn the tricks of the trade? 
Then this is the workshop for you! Create an arrangement while exploring how to buy 
flowers, which flowers to choose, and the tools to use. Head home with your beautiful 
arrangement along with tips on how to properly care for it. 

Workshop instructor, Justine Ramsey, is the owner of Floral Designs by Justine. Fee is 
$30 for members, $40 for non-members and $15 for students with a valid ID. Register 
early as class size is limited to 20 attendees. 

 
To register, visit cthort.org OR call the CT Hort office at (860) 529-8713.

CHS Travel 

Philadelphia 
Flower Show

Sunday & Monday, March 3-4, 2019 
Flower Power… The Power of Flowers! is the 
theme of the 190th year of the Philadelphia Flower Show, 
presented by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
(PHS). It is America’s largest horticultural event, attracting 
250,000 guests each year. Enjoy acres of gardens, thousands 
of displays, more than 180 shops in the Marketplace, 
interactive exhibits and so much more.

Cost: $399 per person, double occupancy ($479 per 
person single) for members of CT Hort. Non-members 
please add $50.

Wednesday, April 3, 2019 
MATINEE

Broadhurst Theatre, New York City
The Broadway Collection Anastasia, inspired by the beloved films, 
transports us from the twilight of the Russian Empire to the euphoria 
of Paris in the 1920s, as a brave young woman sets out to discover the 
mystery of her past. Pursued by a ruthless Soviet officer determined to 
silence her, Anya enlists the aid of a dashing conman and a lovable ex-
aristocrat. Together, they embark on an epic adventure to help her find 
home, love, and family.

Lunch before the show will be enjoyed at Bistro La Bonne Soupe. 

Cost: $222 per person for members of CT Hort. Non-members please 
add $10.

Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent suppliers 
of services  including motor coaches. Trips cancelled due to weather conditions are    handled on a per trip 
basis.  Refunds will depend on  timing of the   cancellation and supplier policies. Tickets to theaters / events are 
non-refundable. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost based on fuel surcharges. 

Wednesday, April 3, 2019    MATINEE 
Broadhurst Theatre, New York City 

The Broadway Collection Anastasia, inspired by the beloved films, transports us from the twilight of 
the Russian Empire to the euphoria of Paris in the 1920s, as a brave young woman sets out to 
discover the mystery of her past. Pursued by a ruthless Soviet officer determined to silence her, 
Anya enlists the aid of a dashing conman and a lovable ex-aristocrat. Together, they embark on an 
epic adventure to help her find home, love, and family. 
 
With its opulent settings, dazzling costumes, and a soaring score including the song favorites from the 
hit animated film, “Journey to the Past” and “Once Upon a December,” Anastasia is the spectacular 
new musical about discovering who you are and defining who you’re meant to be.  

Connecticut Horticultural Society presents: 

To reserve, please go to www.friendshiptours.net or call Friendship Tours at 860.243.1630.  
Make checks payable to Friendship Tours and mail to Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomeld Ave., Bloomeld, CT  06002.  
Payment due at me of reserva on. No refunds on daytrips. Please provide a subs tute. 

Price Includes: Reserved Orchestra ticket, sit down lunch at French 
Bistro LA BONNE SOUPE , Deluxe Motorcoach transportation, 

and Friendship Tours Tour Director. 

$232. per person 

$222.pp w/ CHS Discount 

Depart  Estimated Return 
7:00am   WEST HARTFORD: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Dr. 8:30pm 

7:30am   EAST HARTFORD: Commuter Lot, 500 Main St. 8:00pm 

Lunch at BISTRO LA BONNE SOUPE: Salad with house dressing Choice of: Lasagne a la 
Francaise or Poulet roti with  mashed potatoes and mushroom sauce, or All American 

cheeseburger with pommes frites. Dessert: Crème caramel  

Few spots  

remain!
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CHS Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call  
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

This 3-day summer exploration in Ithaca is a compilation of 
one-of-a-kind experiences.  The first stop is MacKenzie-Childs, 
home of handmade, hand-decorated majolica pottery, furniture 
and home furnishings. Stretch your legs in their sprawling gar-
dens and explore the farmhouse that is furnished with MacKen-
zie-Childs designs.
We settle in to our home base – the Statler Hotel located on the 
campus of Cornell University. Within walking distance of the 
Farrand, Uris and Azalea gardens, this upscale hotel is run by 
seasoned hospitality professionals working alongside energetic 
students from Cornell’s world-renowned School of Hotel Ad-
ministration. A welcome dinner will be enjoyed at the Statler.
Day two will be split between the Cornell Botanical Gardens and 
The Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, located on campus. At 
the Gardens, we’ll be treated to a guided tour with added talks on 
the Tropical collection and sustainable gardening at the Pound-
er Vegetable Garden. Lunch is on your own at one of the many 
fabulous eateries at Ithaca Commons – 
a four-block, pedestrian-only section of 
downtown. In the afternoon, we return 
to campus to tour the Johnson Museum 
of Art which was designed by IM Pei. 
The museum is home to over 35,000 
works as well as an extensive collection 
of Asian Art. The 5th floor offers spec-
tacular views of Ithaca and the Cayuga 
Lake that should not be missed! We 
wrap up day two with a farm-to-table 
meal at Agava, where you’ll find a fab-
ulous choice of dishes created with fresh 
ingredients from local suppliers. 
The final day begins with a hearty break-
fast buffet at the Statler followed by a 

visit to the private garden of Wayne Myers. His six acres of rolling 
lawn and perennial beds contain more than 550 different vari-
eties of plants nestled among fieldstone walls and outbuildings. 
Wayne also constructs sculptures from discarded farm machinery 
parts that you’ll find displayed throughout the gardens. 
The last stop will be Stonegate Farm, the property of award-win-
ning photographer Matthew Benson. Matthew will be our guide 
to this historic treasure. The farm was built in the mid-19th centu-
ry and was originally part of a large estate. The Italianate Villa and 
farm outbuildings have been restored while the surrounding land 
has been re-cultivated as a local, organic farm and CSA with active 
membership. There will be farm-sourced refreshments and a book 
signing of Mathew’s latest book, “Growing Beautiful Food.”

Cost: $779 per person – double occupancy, $999 per person – 
single occupancy for members of CT Hort. 
Non-members please add $50.

Ithaca, New York 
Tuesday, July 30 to Thursday, August 1

http://www.friendshiptours.net
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      CT Hort Calendar at a Glance 
Thurs., Feb. 7 –  Board of Directors meeting,  

 7:00 p.m., Friendship Tours, 
 Bloomfield

Sat., Feb. 16 –  Easy and Elegant Floral  
 Design workshop, 1-3 p.m.,  
 Immanuel Lutheran School,  
 Bristol

Thurs., Feb. 21 –  Speaker Meeting at the  
 CT Flower & Garden Show  
 6:00 p.m. Mike McGrath  
 presents:  The Good, the Bad,  
 the Ugly: Getting Toads, Birds  
 and Bugs to Eat your Garden  
 Thugs, Connecticut  
 Convention Center, Hartford 

CT Flower & Garden Show Particulars
Thursday through Sunday, February 21-24

PARKING: Thursday and Friday only, there is free parking with a shuttle to the 
Convention Center at LAZ Parking on Pequot Street (off Market St.). For all days, the 
cost to park at Front Street North and Front Street South is $5. Connecticut Convention 
Center garage offers no parking discount and is often full. Their usual rates apply.

CT HORT MEMBERS GET FREE ENTRY TO THE SHOW ON THURSDAY 
AFTER 3 PM: Bring your CT Hort Membership Card with you to the main entrance. 
To the right of the ticket takers you’ll see a desk which is the Show Office. Show them 
your membership card to get your hand stamped for free entry after 3 p.m. 

HEAR MIKE McGRATH SPEAK THURSDAY AT 6 PM: Enjoy a couple of hours 
viewing the displays and visit the vendors or take in another lecture. Then, come see 
Mike McGrath talk at 6 p.m. upstairs where the seminars are presented.

DISCOUNTED TICKETS: Until Tuesday, February 12, CT Flower & Garden Show 
tickets will be available for $13 each (rather than $18 at the door) at the CT Hort office 
in Rocky Hill. These tickets are good for any day of the show. Regular office hours are 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Before you head over, please call Mary 
Anna at (860) 529-8713 to confirm someone will be there. 
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https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efz7nfsda81655b7&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07efz7nfsda81655b7&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.cartct.com/events/locations/hartford-ct-laz-parking/
https://www.lazparking.com/local/hartford-ct/front-street-north
https://www.lazparking.com/local/hartford-ct/front-street-south

