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What’s So Special About Heirloom Veggies?
By Randel A. Agrella

More and more these days, 
you see heirloom vegeta-
bles around. Whether in 

the grocery store, the nursery or in seed 
catalogs, or even in news and magazine 
articles, you see them. You even see 
them in the box stores, and when the 
box stores take notice of a trend, you 
can be sure it’s there.

And the interest is there. But what 
are heirloom vegetables, anyway? What 
makes them so special? And why do 
more and more people want to grow 
them?

An heirloom vegetable variety is 
commonly understood to be a distinct 
variety that has existed for at least 50 
years. It must be an open-pollinated 
(OP) variety, not an F1 or F2 hybrid 
(first or second generation). There’s 
no precise, universally accepted defi-
nition, however, some say products of 
university breeding programs aren’t 
heirlooms, even though they may be 
both OP and over 50 years old. Others 
suggest only older varieties qualify, 

perhaps those in existence for 100 
years or more. There are a number 
of other parameters occasionally sug-
gested—there’s much disagreement on 
such details. (This is a good place to 
mention modern OP breeding, which 
has largely moved out of the domain 
of university/Big Ag programs; most of 
the current work is being done within 
the heirloom or organic community. 
These lines are open pollinated, yes, 
but because they’re new, they cannot 
be considered heirlooms. Many of 
them are, however, extremely worth-

while, even spectacular. The new 
“blue” tomatoes are an outstanding 
example.)

Be that as it may, an open-polli-
nated strain of any age shares a fairly 
uniform genetic make-up in all the 
individuals within the population. 
This means that no matter which two 
individuals combine their genes, the 
offspring will always be similarly uni-
form. That’s in contrast to F1 or F2 
hybrid varieties, whose parent lines are 
usually quite distinct and often dissim-
ilar. These highly specific crosses result 
in very predictable first-generation 
(F1) offspring with sometimes very 
advanced traits, like disease tolerance 
or earliness, and hybrid varieties are 
in some ways superior. But because 
of the dissimilarity of their parents, 
their offspring will also show a lot 
of variation—the controlled cross 
is a one-off, but in each succeeding 
generation some individuals revert to 
each of the original parent lines while 
many take on infinitely variable inter-
mediate forms.

That brings us to one of the major 
reasons many gardeners are taking to 
heirloom varieties: You can save seeds 
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Pink Brandywine Tomato, compliments of Baker 
Creek Heirloom Seed Company

➣ Adaptive Seeds, 25079 Brush Creek Rd., Sweet Home, Ore. 97386 
 (541) 367-1105, www.adaptiveseeds.com
➣ Annie’s Heirloom Seeds, 4646 Ransom St., Hudsonville, Mich. 49426 
 (800) 313-9140, www.anniesheirloomseeds.com
➣ Baker Creek Heirloom Seed Company, 2278 Baker Creek Rd., Mansfield, 
 Mo. 65704, (417) 924- 8917, www.rareseeds.com
➣ Fedco Seeds, PO Box 520, Waterville, Maine 04903
 (207) 426-9900, www.fedcoseeds.com
➣ Seed Savers Exchange, 3094 North Winn Rd., Decorah, Iowa 52101
 (563) 382-5990, exchange.seedsavers.org
➣ Southern Exposure Seed Exchange, PO Box 460, Mineral, Va. 23117
 (540) 894-9480, www.southernexposure.com
➣ Victory Seeds, PO Box 192, Molalla, Ore. 97038
 (503) 829-3126, www.victoryseeds.com

Sources For Heirloom Seeds
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We are saddened by the news of the passing 
of our fellow CHS member Frances “Fran” 
Schoell of Portland on May 14. Fran’s 
philosophy was to give back to the community 
and she did so in numbers by being actively 
involved in at least a dozen local organizations. 
She felt that being involved made the world 
a better place. In a 2007 CHS “Society 
Personality” Newsletter article, Fran was 
quoted as saying, “I feel if you’re joining an 
organization you should somehow be active 
in that organization to make it a good place.” 
In September, Fran would have been a CHS 
member for 25 years. Over those years, Fran 
became a familiar face at CHS while helping 
to organize the festive Pot Luck Supper in 
December and the Ice Cream Social in June or 
volunteering at the Plant Sale & Auction. She 
would also lend a hand to assign volunteers 
to host the spring Flower Show. In addition, 
Fran was a CHS Board member and served 
on the Education Committee. 
Just days before Fran passed, the Sunday, May 
8 “Hartford Courant” included an article 

Fran Schoell

1935-2016

CHS Member since 1991

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please include the title, location, time, date and 
any fee associated with the activity. Kindly format the announcement to resemble the entries below and 

email it to news@cthort.org. Deadline for Jsummer issue is June 15.

Fri. & Sat., June 10 & 11, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. – OUTDOOR CELEBRATIONS, 
a self-guided garden tour featuring eight 
of Farmington’s most beautiful outdoor 
living spaces, presented by the Farm-
ington Garden Club as it celebrates its 
75th anniversary. Fee: Tickets are $25 in 
advance – find a list of ticket outlets at 
www.farmingtongardenclub.org – or $30 
at the gate. A boutique and unusual plant 
sale will be available to ticket holders. On 
tour will be three homes in Farmington 
village, two on Old Mountain Road, and 
three in the Devonwood neighborhood. 
For further information, call (860) 
409-0610. Funds raised will go to beau-
tify Farmington’s historic Village Green 

which is overseen by the Farmington 
Village Green and Library Association. 

Sun., June 12, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. – Visit 
eight beautiful gardens in the South 
Windsor Garden Tour & Plant Sale. 
Plant sale takes place at Wood Memo-
rial Library. Visit www.swgardenclub.
org or call (860) 289-1783 (credit cards 
accepted) to order tickets or for more 
info. Tickets: $15 in advance; $20 day 
of the tour. Optional box lunch – $10 
pre-paid. After May 1, tickets are also 
available at: Agway of Ellington; Broad 
Brook Gardens; Crandall & Daughter; 
Foster Family Farm; Garden Sales; 
Mitchell Fuel; Wood Memorial Library 
in South Windsor.

(page B6) about Fran’s volunteer efforts 
to make and donate teddy bears to cancer 
patients. Fran and her daughter, Cheryl Tuttle, 
started Bears on a Journey at the Portland 
Senior Center fifteen years ago with volunteers 
making hand-crafted fleece teddy bears to 
comfort cancer patients as they underwent 
treatment. Watch a video about the Bears 
on a Journey volunteers at http://www.
courant.com/news/connecticut/hc-bears-on-
a-journey-20160506-premiumvideo.html. 
Member Reflections

“Anytime we needed to provide ‘hospitality’ 
– aka yummy food /snacks for members or 
volunteers – Fran was right there, in charge. 
Auction sandwiches twice a year and the ice 
cream with home-made toppings for our 
June Social were Fran’s work. Her talents 
were not just with real food – in 2008 Nancy 
Shipman, Fran and I made fake pies for our 
flower show display! Fran’s talents spanned a 
wide field of influence. While volunteering for 
Symposiums and Flower Shows I heard stories 

(continued on page 6)
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CHS Program Meeting 
Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org. 
Date: Thursday, June 16, 2016 
Time: 6:30 p.m. – Early start time 
for the annual, year-end ice cream 
social. Program will begin at 7:30 
p.m. 
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

The Art of Gardening at Chanticleer 
June 16 Speaker – R. William Thomas, 

Executive Director, Chanticleer Foundation  
What began as a chore to tend to the 

family vegetable garden, to help keep 
10-year-old Bill occupied and out of 
trouble for the summer, evolved into a 
hobby, a side job in college, and ultimately 
a rewarding and successful career. For the 
past 13 years, Bill Thomas has led the tal-
ented and creative staff at Chanticleer as 
their Executive Director and they recently 
co-authored “The Art of Gardening: De-
sign Inspiration and Innovative Planting 
Techniques from Chanticleer,” available in 
book stores and on Amazon.com.

On Thursday evening, June 16, Bill 
Thomas will take you on a visual tour of 
Chanticleer and share some of their design 
and gardening tips and techniques. You’ll 
leave knowing more about garden practic-
es specific to different conditions and plant 
palettes; how to use hardscape materials in 
a fresh way; and how to achieve the perfect 
union between plant and site. If you bring 
your copy of “The Art of Gardening” to 
the meeting, Bill will be available to sign 
your book.

Chanticleer has been called the most 
romantic, imaginative and exciting public 
garden in America. It is a place of pleasure 
learning and relaxing, and chock full of 
gardening ideas for you to use at home. 
Whether you’re already under Chanti-
cleer’s spell or have yet to visit, you’ll leave 
June’s lecture understanding some of the 
special magic that pervades this most artful 
of gardens and be able to incorporate it 
into your own home landscape.

Bill recently discussed the changes 
that have taken place in gardening and 
horticulture over the span of his career, 
which began back in the 1970s. He is 
delighted to see the shift to more envi-
ronmentally friendly, organic gardening 
practices. Gardeners are steering clear of 
using chemicals, opting for more organic 
methods to feed and protect their gardens. 
People have developed a greater ecological 
awareness and are increasingly sensitive to 
what they plant or remove from a garden 

and how their choices will affect local birds 
and insects. This, in turn, has placed great-
er emphasis on including native plants in 
gardens. Another gardening advancement 
is in the availability and variety of plants. 
Unusual varieties that were difficult to find 
in years past are more readily available and 
new hybrids are more accessible. 

“In this delightful book, 
the staff gardeners are full 
of advice—on using small 
evergreens for screens, 
deploying bursts of color, 
choosing plants for dry shade—
useful in any size garden, even 
one where you’re the only 
gardener on staff.”

              - New York Times 

Bill also mentioned that he has a soft 
spot in his heart for ‘big trees.’ He feels 

Bill Thomas, Executive Director, 
Chanticleer Foundation  

they are precious and makes it a point to 
keep planting young trees so that future 
generations will enjoy the beauty and 
wonder he feels when in the presence of 
a big tree. 

Prior to Chanticleer, Bill spent 26 
years in the Horticulture and Education 
Departments of Longwood Gardens. He 
received his B.S. and an M.S. in Orna-
mental Horticulture from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Looks as if the family vegetable gar-
den did, indeed, help Bill to stay out of 
trouble! 

Online Speaker Evaluation 
Please tell us what you think of 
the speakers. It will take you only 
a minute to answer four quick 
questions: 
• Please visit our website – 
   cthort.org 
• On the Home page, click on   
  ‘Speakers’
• Click on the link at the end of    
  each speaker’s posting to evaluate
Your candid feedback will help 
to assure that future speakers will 
discuss topics of interest. Thank 
you for your input.

“The Art of 
Gardening: Design 

Inspiration and 
Innovative Planting 

Techniques from 
Chanticleer” by 
The Chanticleer 

Gardeners and R. 
William Thomas, 

Photographs 
by Rob Cardillo
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provided detailed plant descriptions 
and worked tirelessly. No plant was left 
without a home. By night’s end, every 
table and chair was put away, the floor 
was swept, lights shut off and doors 
locked. Weary volunteers slept well that 
night knowing that a handful of young, 
inspired students would get some help 
with college costs because of their efforts. 
Rest assured, you’ll see me again at the 
fall Plant Sale & Auction! 

Barbara has been a CHS member since 
January, 2016. She is also the CHS Direc-
tor of Communications. Please contact her 
at news@cthort.org with any news stories 
or suggestions.

gardeners – were placed for sale on tables, 
upholding a tradition as old as gardening 
to split-and-share with others. Mean-
while, sandwiches, snacks and home-
made desserts were being plated in the 
kitchen to share with the volunteers and 
auction goers. Donations for the food 
were encouraged to generate additional 
scholarship dollars. The plant sale was 
over in a flash and then the auctioneers 
began working the room, auctioning off 
an interesting assortment of nursery, in-
dividual and UConn Horticulture Club 
plant donations. The results: Nearly every 
tabled plant was bought during the sale. 
Anything that remained at closing could 
be taken. The knowledgeable auctioneers 

The CHS Plant Sale & Auction: Through the eyes of a ‘newbie!’
By Barbara Skomorowski

On the last Friday in April, I was 
lucky enough to take part in 
the CHS Plant Sale & Auction. 

Twice a year – spring and fall – these 
events take place to generate money for 
the CHS Scholarship fund. It was the 
first I’d ever attended – not just at CHS 
but anywhere. Being new to CHS, I de-
cided to volunteer to get a firsthand look 
at what it takes to run such an event. In 
short, I found it to be remarkable. I never 
knew that this slice of Americana existed. 
It’s like a bake sale on steroids! In a matter 
of minutes, the volunteers transformed 
the rented church hall into an auction 
hall. Then, hundreds of plants – care-
fully potted donations from individual 

of setting up the tables and chairs. They 
also helped put everything back in order at 
the end of the evening including sweeping 
the floor so we didn’t leave a trace of dirt. 
Fairlee Latawic and her amazing crew of 

A big shout out to Broken Arrow Nurs-
ery and Natureworks for their very 
generous plant donations and for 

providing three of our terrific auctioneers: 
Adam Wheeler, Nancy DuBrule-Clemente 
and Kassie Moss. Rounding out the auc-
tioneering crew were the educational and 
entertaining Maryanne Gryboski, Judy King 
and Kevin Wilcox. 

Many individuals also donated plants to 
the sale and auction including Gail Bruhn, 
Lynn Cavo, Sarah Fiedorowicz, Faith Geist, 
Judy King, Fairlee Latawic, Elizabeth Morin 
and Barb Skomorowski. Thanks to Kamil 
Jablonowski and the Horticulture Club at 
UConn for donating a van full of plants! 
Special thanks to the people who contact-
ed our nurseries and garden centers and 
brought their donations to the auction: 
Sarah Bailey, Nancy Brennick, Katy Hanlon, 
Fairlee Latawic, Pat Lavery, Keri Milne, Lea 
Anne Moran, Ben Nichols, Deb Pike, Leslie 
Shields, Barb Skomorowski, Joan Stuben-
rauch, Rosemarie Tamiso, Elaine Widmer, 
Carolyn Wilcox and Kevin Wilcox. 

Sarah Bailey, her Master Gardeners and 
several other volunteers made quick work 

Plant Sale & Auction Recap: It Takes a Village!
By Trish Lyons, Plant Sale & Auction Committee Co-Chair

The following nursery/garden centers generously donated 
to our auction. Please consider patronizing them when   

shopping for your garden:
Al’s Landscaping and Nursery, Newington
Baggot Family Farms, East Windsor
Bosco’s Garden Center, Simsbury
Broken Arrow Nursery, Hamden
Butler Florist and Garden Center, West Hartford
E. Draghi and Sons Farms, South Glastonbury
Garden Barn, Vernon
Garden Sales, Manchester
Gledhill Nursery, West Hartford
Gotta’s Farm, Portland
Kurtz Farms, Cheshire
Larson’s Garden Center, Burlington
Moscarillo’s Garden Shoppe, West Hartford
Natureworks, Northford

Revay’s Gardens, Broad Brook
Stonehedge Landscape and Garden Center,  
   Newington
Tower Farms, Cheshire
Winterberry Gardens, Southington
Wojtusik Nursery and Garden Center,   
   Bristol

These wonderful wholesalers 
also contributed plants to our auction:
Plant Group, North Franklin
Prides Corner Farms, Lebanon
Summer Hill Nursery, Madison

(continued on page 6)

Reminder:

June 16 meeting starts early - 
6:30 p.m. - 

for the Ice Cream Social!!!
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from heirloom/open-pollinated vari-
eties. And so long as no new genetics 
are introduced from other sources (like 
your neighbors’ garden or a nearby 
farm) your seed will be true to type, 
generation after generation.

For a couple of generations gar-
deners have been taught to close the 
natural cycle of soil fertility, faithfully 
composting and returning their plant 
residues to the soil. Seed-saving offers 
yet another opportunity to close one of
nature’s cycles—you allow your plants 
to set and mature their seeds, then you 
harvest, process and store the seeds for 
some future use. Dyed-in-the-wool 
growers delight in witnessing this 
process. It’s a thrill to plant your own 
saved seed, then watch the plants de-
velop, that many find deeply satisfying. 
It also introduces an additional har-
vest—in many cases, you harvest the 

veggie crop in its time, then later you 
take a seed crop as well. What’s more 
satisfying than an extended harvest?

But there are other reasons to rel-
ish growing heirloom varieties. Many 
enthusiasts believe that heirlooms 
taste better. That generalization may 
or may not be strictly valid, but there 
can be little doubt that at least certain 
outstanding heirloom varieties do taste 
better. Heirloom tomatoes like ‘Pink 
Brandywine’ or ‘Paul Robeson’ are 
often judged to be the gold-standard 
for tomato flavor—there simply is 
nothing better. Many heirloom va-
rieties—whether tomatoes, peppers, 
squash, or even other crop types like 
tree fruits and grains--have their ad-
herents, sometimes quite passionate 
in their convictions. 

Taste is subjective, but some heir-
loom types are known or reasonably 
believed to contain higher levels of 
nutrition. Their very colors, often rich 
and intense compared to mainstream 
modern varieties, signal the presence of 
increased levels of phytonutrients like 
flavonoids, anthocyanins and more. 
And it is widely agreed that higher 
nutritive levels in fruits and vegetables 
do in fact taste better. 

Perhaps the biggest attraction of 
heirloom varieties lies in their rich 
history. Many heirlooms come to us 
with a story. Whether a type originated 
within a particular family, following 
it in its migrations from Old World 
to New, or whether it’s a native type, 
cherished and maintained by some 
Native American nation or clan, heir-
looms come with context, with an 

Heirloom Veggies, from page 1      

often-colorful, always-interesting past. 
Such ties are engaging, adding 

depth to choices and texture in the 
garden or at the table. Some growers 
specialize, collecting Native American 
varieties, or perhaps varieties originat-
ing in the native lands of their ances-
tors. Others may enjoy varieties from 
colonial days, or perhaps treasure only 
a single variety handed down from a 
grandparent or great-grandparent.

There’s yet a deeper level of con-
text that only heirlooms can provide. 
Knowing the origins of specific vari-
eties, there’s an implicit realization of 
ourselves, positioned in time, place 
and circumstance, yet embracing our 
turn in the chain of preservation of the 
varieties we love. We come to see our-
selves as living links in a chain stretch-
ing back in time. We stand in awe of 
the agricultural accomplishment of 
generations long past, and in hope of 
those yet to come. Such realizations 
ground us in an unsteady world, con-
tributing a sense of timelessness into 
our garden space. 

There’s a lot to be gained from a 
handful of seeds.

Randel A. Agrella has overseen rare 
seed production at Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company since 2005. His writ-
ing appears in numerous publications. 
Together with his wife, Pamela, he is 
building a northern Maine homestead 
called Parsnippity Farm and document-
ing the process on Facebook. The couple 
also owns and operates Abundant Acres 
Growers, abundantacres.net, selling 
heirloom plants in season and shipping 
throughout New England. 

Heirloom tomatoes come in various sizes, 
colors and shapes

“Perhaps the biggest 
attraction of heirloom 
varieties lies in their 
rich history. Many 
heirlooms come to us 
with a story. Whether 
a type originated 
within a particular 
family, following it in 
its migrations from 
Old World to New, or 
whether it’s a native  
type, cherished and 
maintained by some 
Native American nation 
or clan, heirlooms come 
with context, with an 
often-colorful,   
always-interesting past.” 

                 – R. Agrella
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gift may also have significant tax ben-
efits for the giver or the giver’s estate. 
Such gifts can be part of a meaningful 
legacy and help to meet the planning 
and philanthropic goals of the donor. 
Donors should consult their professional 
financial advisors to review and select 
the various techniques to maximize the 
value of gifts.
 Another approach that benefits the sus-
taining funds of the Society is to request 
that memorial gifts (mentioned in obit-
uaries) be directed to the Society. Such a 
request serves two purposes; it recognizes 
the horticultural and gardening interest 
of the deceased and provides ongoing 
support to CHS.
 The long history of the Connecticut 
Horticultural Society attests to the care-
ful and considered use of sustaining and 
endowed funds. Additional gifts all pro-
vide opportunities both to the giver and 
the Society. Please share you questions 
and ideas with Herbert Isaacson, CHS 
Planned Giving Chairman, at 
Herbert.isaacson@gmail.com.

Herb Isaacson is a past-President of CHS 
and a lifetime member. 

is recognized as the sponsor of the lec-
ture. Such contributions assure the best 
possible and most current educational 
information for members.
 It should also be understood that the 
sustaining funds of the Society are 
a significant source of support to its 
ongoing budget. Because year-by-year 
expenditures from these sustaining funds 
constitute approximately one-third of 
the annual budget of the Society, these 
funds help to maintain annual dues at 
levels which make it possible for many 
members to afford membership. A larger 
fund would offer greater opportunities 
to expand activities without having to 
increase yearly dues.
 Because the Society qualifies as a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization, charitable gifts 
made to CHS may be tax deductible. 
Thus such contributions can be made at 
little or no cost to the giver.
 Planned gifts can be made either during 
the lifetime of the member or as part of a 
member’s estate or death planning. The 
gifts can consist of many and varied types 
of property. Many gifts can be made by 
methods and in forms which provide 
special tax advantages. The timing of a 

Planned Giving
By Herb Isaacson

How often do you get to contrib-
ute to the success of a 130-year-
old organization? Your contri-

bution to the sustaining and investment 
funds of the Connecticut Horticultural 
Society (CHS) provides an opportunity 
to support its mission of encouraging, 
improving and teaching the practice of 
gardening and promoting the apprecia-
tion of plants and the environment to its 
members and to the community. Your 
long-term support is a way to encourage 
the enjoyment, appreciation and under-
standing of plants, the environment and 
the art and science of gardening.
 Planned giving contributions to the 
Society can support many of its ongo-
ing activities including the speakers at 
monthly meetings, the CHS website and 
newsletter, symposiums and commu-
nity-wide gardening programs or other 
programs of the giver’s choice.
 One program of particular benefit 
to the Society is to provide endowed 
speakers for each of its monthly meet-
ings. By making a significant gift to the 
endowment of the Society, a member can 
provide the funds necessary to pay for a 
distinguished lecturer and the endower 

Plant Sale, from page 4      

helpers handled all of the receiving, pricing 
and distribution of the plants to the sale and 
auction tables. The PA system was set up 
by Ginny Gingras. The Food Committee, 
Elizabeth Morin, Leslie Shields, Barb Sko-
morowski and Carolyn Wilcox, kept us well 
fed. Diane Erling and Cheryl Marino did a 
great job handling credit card sales despite 
technical difficulties. Barb Skomorowski 
was incredibly helpful getting publicity out. 
Many thanks to you all! Sharon Orlich and 
Betty Standish of Bethany Covenant Church 
were very welcoming and supportive. We 
loved being in this beautiful venue. 

As you can see it takes many hands to make 
the CHS plant sale and auction a success. 

Thank you to everyone! We raised nearly 
$5000 for the scholarship fund and had a 
lot of fun in the process. 

And last but certainly not least, a very special 
thanks to Leslie Shields for her many years 
of working on this event and for providing 
expert guidance to me as a new co-chair. 
If you would like to volunteer to help with 
the next auction (scheduled for September 
30 at TAC in Vernon) or if you have any 
comments/suggestions, please email 
cthortauction@gmail.com

of pottery, sewing, teaching and gardening. I 
remember thinking ‘there is nothing she can’t 
do!’ Fran and her best friend the late Joanne 
Luppi were a dynamic volunteering duo for 
CHS, co-chairing the Education Committee 
and supporting the Symposium for many 
years. In 2011, Fran and Joanne were honored 
together with the CHS Service Award for their 
many years of service to CHS. Fran’s legacy 
of always stepping up when there was a need 
is an unforgettable contribution to all of us 
member volunteers who follow.”   
Nancy Brennick, CHS President 2012-2016
“Fran was the nicest person. She was always 
willing to lend a hand. We will miss her.” 
Bob and Nancy Shipman, 
CHS Members since 1965

Fran Schoell, from page 2      
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Spots still available!!! Save the dates!

Enjoy tulips and 
windmills next spring

CHS Travel 

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call                 
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 (toll-free (800) 243-1630) or                                                

visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 13-16, 2016 

Grand Estates and Gardens of Pennsylvania & Delaware
Visit some of the most beautiful gardens on the east coast 
during this four-day, weekday motor coach tour of Delaware 
and Pennsylvania. September is an ideal time of year to avoid 
the mid-summer crowds to get a behind the scenes look of:
  • Bartram’s Garden
  • Neumours Mansion and 
     Gardens
  • Hagley Museum
Exclusive access to gardens and collections not available to the 
general public are included. There is still space available for this 
garden lover’s tour. Please call for detailed itinerary and cost.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
APRIL 18-28, 2017 

in Holland & Belgium
This once-in-a-lifetime adventure lets you experience spring 
blooms in the countries where these bulbs originated. Enjoy 
the breathtaking views as can only be appreciated from a state-
of-the-art, river cruise aboard a Viking Longship. The 11-day, 
9-night journey includes eight guided shore excursions, gourmet 
meals featuring fresh, regional specialties prepared by Swiss-
trained chefs, and impeccable service from your Ship Shop 
Escort, an English-speaking staff and your onboard Viking 
Concierge. Call for pricing and ongoing promotions.

SATURDAY – SUNDAY
DECEMBER 3-4, 2016 
Christmas in Vermont

Although snow is likely the furthest thought from your mind, mark 
your calendar to enjoy a quintessential Vermont holiday weekend 
at The Essex – Vermont’s Culinary Resort  & Spa, nestled at the 
foot of the Green Mountains  in the scenic Lake Champlain val-
ley. This overnight trip includes transportation, lodging, cooking 
demo with dinner and Sunday brunch at The Essex, visits to the 
Shelburne Museum and to Gardener’s Supply Garden Center 
for gardening supplies and holiday items. In addition, luncheon 
reservations have been made at The Waybury Inn – made famous 
as the home of the Bob Newhart Show. Don’t miss this fun-filled 
weekend! More details in the coming months…

Nursery Crawl Enjoyed by All!

FROM THE FIELD

Enjoying the May 18 Nursery Crawl at Project Native in Housatonic, Mass. 
are, from left to right: Susan Bement, Joan Stubenrauch, Dori Albert, 

Project Native associate, Ben Nichols and Nancy Brennick

The 16th annual CHS Nursery Crawl took place under a bright 
blue sky on Wednesday, May 18th. Attendees visited Windy 
Hill Farm and Ward’s Nursery and Garden Center in Great 
Barrington, Mass. As an extra bonus, a stop at Project Native in 
Housatonic, Mass. was added to the itinerary. When the day was 
done, there was no room left on the bus for even one more plant!

  • Longwood Gardens
  • Chanticleer Garden
  • Paxson Hill Farm
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      CHS Calendar at a Glance
Weds., June 15 - Summer newsletter   

 content deadline

Thurs., June 16 - CHS Ice Cream Social -  
 early start, 6:30 p.m.  
 Program meeting at  
 7:30 p.m., Bill Thomas -  
 The Art of  Gardening at  
 Chanticleer (page 3)

Tues., July 12 -  Begonia Tour, 10 a.m. at    
 White Flower Farm  
 (page 8)

Weds., July 27 -  Garden Talk & Farmer’s  
 Market, 4 p.m. at Ballek’s  
 (page 8)

CHS Exclusive: 
Tour the Begonia House

Tuesday, July 12, 10 a.m.
White Flower Farm, Litchfield

Meet at White Flower Farm on Tuesday, July 12 at 
10 a.m. for a CHS exclusive tour of the tuberous 
begonia collection that was established by the 
late David Smith. Cheryl Whalen, White Flower 
Farm’s Horticulturalist and Head Gardener, will 
be our guide. Refreshments & raffle included. 
Members: $5; non-members: $10. You can reserve 
your spot at the June 16 monthly meeting, email: 
connhort@gmail.com or call the CHS office at 
(860) 529-8713. 

Sign up ends Thursday, July 7!

Garden Talk and Farmer’s Market
Wednesday, July 27, 4 p.m.

Ballek’s Garden Center, East Haddam

Set time aside for a mid-summer afternoon conversation with 
Nancy Ballek Mackinnon on Unusual Plants for the Late-Sum-
mer Garden. We’ll meet at Ballek’s Garden Center and have 
time to shop the Farmer’s Market from 4-6 p.m., hear about the 
out-of-the-ordinary annuals and perennials that Nancy’s garden 
can’t be without, and enjoy a light bite. Although free to CHS 
members, please register at the June 16 monthly meeting, email: 
connhort@gmail.com or call the CHS office at (860) 529-8713. 
Sign up ends Wednesday, July 20. 

Ballek’s Garden Center

Education
Committee
Programs


