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Great Plants for Adorning Autumn

One could argue that fall is the most showy garden season of  all, at least in New England. Here, almost every tree and 
shrub puts on its most colorful cloak, and a passel of  annuals and perennials are busy strutting their stuff  as well. We 
asked a handful of  designers, plantspeople, and nurserymen for their seasonal selects, the fall favorite that is, at least 

for the moment, atop their list as the best and brightest. Here are five fantastic plants for fall.
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Sept. 5 – Board Meeting, Rocky Hill

Sept 10 – October newsletter deadline 

Sept 17 – Tuesday program meeting, 
David Culp, “The Layered Garden” 
(note day and date change from usual 
third Thursday)

Sept 27 – CHS Fall Auction and Plant 
Sale, Tolland County Agriculture 
Center, Vernon, CT.  

Oct. 3 – Board Meeting, Rocky Hill

Oct 8 – Landscape workshop: 
“Plants for Winter Interest” with 
Kevin Wilcox
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The scarlet, yellow, and green leaves of 
Joseph’s Coat, an annual, shine into fall.  

Come join the fun at the CHS 
Fall Auction and Plant Sale, 
Friday, September 27th, at the 

Tolland County Agriculture Center 
(TAC) in Vernon, CT. The plant table 
viewing will open at 6:30 p.m. with the 
sale beginning promptly at 7 p.m. The 
auction of  more select items will start 
at 7:15 p.m.

Our evening will be educational 
thanks to the commentary of  our 
knowledgeable auctioneers, including 
Kevin Wilcox of  Silver Spring Nurs-
ery, John O’Brien of  O’Brien Nurs-
erymen, Adam Wheeler of  Broken 
Arrow Nursery, and special guests. 
Although I can’t promise auctioneers 
with “flowers in their hair” again, but 
I’m sure we will laugh as much as we 
learn. All proceeds benefit the CHS 
scholarship fund, which provides 

Soon Taking Bids: CHS Fall Auction and Plant Sale
by Leslie Shields

financial assistance to selected horti-
culture students at UConn and Nau-
gatuck Valley Community College.

If  you’re considering making a 
plant donation, be selective. Bestsell-
ing items are usually hard-to-find, 
named cultivars, and unusual or one 
of-a-kind plants. Please label your 
donations with as much information 
as possible (name, color, height, width, 
bloom time and zone). Ask your fa-
vorite nursery to donate. Donations 
are tax deductible; we can provide re-
ceipts. It helps if  you can provide a list 
of  donated material with the donor’s 
name and address. If  you would like 
help getting your plants to the auction, 
please let us know. Someone will be at 
TAC by 4:30 p.m. the day of  the auc-
tion to accept plants and set up.

On the day of  the auction, we will 

A Super Sumac 
by Adam Wheeler 
Lanham’s Purple Flameleaf  sumac is an 
impressive clone of  the native decidu-
ous shrub or small tree that is often seen 
on disturbed sites throughout eastern 
North America. Plants have a suckering 
nature and are capable of  forming siz-
able colonies of  crooked and sculpted 
branches some 10-15' tall. That said, 
an annual spring hair-cut will result in a 
plant of  smaller proportions and more 
refined branching. Stems are cloaked 
with lustrous, compound leaves that, 
in spring, emerge green with bronze 
overtones and then gradually transition 
to deep burgundy-purple by late sum-
mer. The color holds wonderfully in 

also need volunteers with knowledge 
in perennials, houseplants, tropicals, 
shrubs, and/or trees to help tag dona-
tions from 4:30-6:45 p.m. And we’ll 
need runners to deliver plants to bid-
ders as well as volunteers to record the 
winning prices for the items. We need 
help at 4:30 p.m. to help set up tables 
and chairs, and after the auction for 
about 15 minutes to clean up. To volun-
teer or for more information please call 
Leslie at (860) 747-8175 You can also 
email Leslie at selchie1@comcast.net 
Directions to TAC – The Tolland 
Agricultural Center (TAC) is off  
I-84 in Vernon. Take exit 67 – From 
84 eastbound, turn left off  the exit; 
from 84 westbound, turn right. At the 
first traffic light, turn right onto Rt. 
30 (Hyde Ave.) The center is on the 
right just past the Rockville Bank.  

Tough, Long-blooming Firetail 
by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
Asking a garden designer to name a 
favorite plant is like asking a parent to 
name their favorite child. But I finally 
made my choice: Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Firetail’.

This perennial is really a workhorse. 
It starts blooming in early July and keeps 
on going until late fall. Occasionally I cut 
it back—either to reduce its size, or to 
remove the only serious pest damage this 
durable plant suffers Japanese beetles. 
Cutting it back only makes it want to 
come back bigger and better, with more 
fresh flowers to enjoy.  The unique deep 

A Coat of  Many Colors 
by Colleen Plimpton
It was the name that first piqued my inter-
est…how could a good Methodist not be 
enticed by a plant called Joseph’s Coat, 
(Amaranthus tricolor)?  The moniker sum-
moned up images of  a riot of  color, and 
that’s precisely what the stalwart annual 
Joseph’s Coat (Amaranthus tricolor) does in 
my autumn garden. Its small flowers are 
inconspicuous but oh, the foliage! Each 
plant stands some five feet tall and two 
feet wide, riveting one’s attention with 
a color combination of  scarlet, yellow, 
and green on spayed, 3-6", lance-shaped 
leaves. It rises above the asters, roses, and 
sedum to provide a visual punctuation 
point in the autumn garden.  

Grown by Thomas Jefferson at 
Monticello, this drought-tolerant old-
fashioned plant was also at home in 
Victorian times and in many a cottage 
garden. Problems in my garden have 
been few, but it does need occasional 
staking, and issues with aphids and rust 
have been reported in the literature. Use 
as a focal point, in beds and borders, or 

For Beauteous Berries 
by Tovah Martin
You’ve got to admire a maverick, espe-
cially when it busts the barriers of  con-
vention by forming berries in a different 
shade. Indeed, beautyberry is the purple 
cow of  the berry world. When a catalog 
describes Callicarpa dichotoma (beau-

Showy Seven Son 
by Steve Silk 
I decided I couldn’t let this feature 
go by without throwing in my own 
favorite. Perhaps surprisingly for a 
garden chockablock with annuals and 
tropicals, my leading luminary for the 
late season is a small tree, Seven Son 
Flower Heptacodium miconioides. This 15-
20' tall, and half  as wide showstopper 
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Connecticut
Horticultural Society

2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

fax: (860) 563-2217
email: connhort@gmail.com

website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Steve Silk
CHS Director of  Communications

74 Prattling Pond Road
Farmington, CT 06032

news@cthort.org

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $45
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $40
Family ................................................. $65
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $60
Sustaining ................................ $125-500
Business & Organization ................ $70
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the extent 
permitted under Section 170 of  the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Code. Reproduction 
of  the CHS Newsletter in whole or part 
without prior permission is prohibited.  
© Copyright 2013
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends, 

Happy New Year!  CHS new year, that is.  As 
we begin our 127th year, we have much to 
look forward to:  a top-notch speaker line-up 
kicks off  with the renowned David Culp 
on TUESDAY, September 17; (see the 
program guide on page 9 for the complete 
schedule) the Plant Auction on Septem-
ber 27; and several interesting education 
workshops to teach you new skills.  Further 
along in 2014, our Saturday, February 1, 
Symposium “Spring into the Garden” fea-
tures acclaimed naturalist and teacher Cole 
Burrell; Jenny Rose Carey, Head of  the 
Arboretum at Temple University; and Silver 
Spring Nurseryman Kevin Wilcox. 

September is membership renewal time!  We hope to make your renewal 
decision easy because—there are new benefits such as discounted Horticul-
ture magazine subscriptions; new ‘Sustaining Member’ levels and benefits; 
a new partnership program with White Flower Farm; we’re giving you easier 
ways to pay your dues: electronically, by credit card or by check. Instead of  a 
separate mailing to you, we are including our Membership Renewal Package 
in this copy of  the newsletter. It has all the details about new and expanded 
benefits, matching gift suggestions and your volunteer preferences.

 While we’ve been successfully improving our membership benefits, we’re work-
ing on ways to get more members active in our committees. Please take the time to 
let us know how you can help out—even if  its only a few hours over the next year. 
While you’re at it, let us know how we’re doing. Is there a special interest you’d like 
us to cover? a skill we should teach (or a skill you want to share with other CHS-
ers)? How about our travel program? Why haven’t you been “on the road” with us?

Thank you for supporting The Connecticut Horticultural Society and its many 
programs over the last year. I look forward to hearing from you and to seeing you at 
our meetings and workshops.

Sincerely, 
Nancy B

Great Plants, from page 1      

October 17: Carl Salsedo, UConn, “Meeting the Challenge: Creating a Garden 
That’s Sustainable.” 
November 21:  Adam Wheeler, from Broken Arrow Nursery, ”Fruitful Shrubs 
for Autumn’s Beauty.”
January 16: Dave Daly, from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, will discuss “Tricks 
for Getting Kids into the Garden.”
February 20: Michael Singer, of  Wesleyan University, “Insect Drama in Your 
Garden.” 
March 20: Andrew Pighills, of  English Gardens and Landscaping, “The Stone 
Walls and Stonework of  New England and Old England: an Evolution.” 
April  17: Christie Higginbottom of  Old Sturbridge Village will show us “The 
Up-to-Date Advantages of  Heirloom Vegetables.”  
May 15: Michael Ruggiero “All About Containers: From Design to Installation.” 
June 19: Garden photographer Rob Cardillo, “Looking at Gardens with the 
Photographer’s Eye.”

The Season’s Speakers 2013-2014

Tough, Long-blooming Firetail  
continued

For Beauteous Berries continued

A Coat of  Many Colors  continued

A Super Sumac  continued

Showy Seven Son  continued

coral/pink/red color is impossible to 
describe. It changes and blends with 
pretty much every flower color I pair it 
with. Plus, it’s long and linear, which adds 
a nice texture to fall’s flat or rounded 
mums, daisies, or asters. And I love to 
use ‘Firetail’ as a cut flower.

Persicaria ‘Firetail’ adores my yard’s 
thick, rich clay soil. It also grows in 
my client’s gardens in a wide range of  
soil conditions. When I lived at the 
beach I grew it under hickory trees in 
a much leaner soil. It tolerates full sun  
or partial shade. I love plants that are 
versatile!

Give this plant plenty of  room. It will 
grow 3 feet tall and at least 3 feet wide. It 
also likes ample moisture. The best time 
to divide it is in early spring-the rhizomes 
need time to settle back in after you reset 
them. I never disturb it in the fall as it is 
always blooming profusely. 

I also grow Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Golden Arrow’ with the same flower 
but golden foliage. This prefers partial 
shade and simply glows. Try the pink 
flowering variety named ‘Pink Elephant’. 
I love them all! 

heat and is much valued for contrast and 
texture throughout the growing season. 
As autumn develops, leaves take on 
brilliant scarlet and crimson tones that 
rival anything leaf  peeping season has 
to offer. As an added perk, the upright, 
4-8” clusters of  greenish-yellow flowers 
play off  the foliage during late summer. 
Rhus coppalina ‘Lanham’s Purple’ requires 
sun and drainage and will demonstrate 
outstanding durability in infertile, rocky, 
drought prone soils. Great for massing, 
bank stabilization or naturalistic plantings.

tyberry) as lavender-colored, they are not 
exaggerating—that’s the exact hue that 
these profuse, non-edible berries blush 
when they begin to ripen in late summer. 
They follow on the heels of  tiny, jewel-like 
pink flowers that sparkle along the stems 
of  an infinitely graceful, rounded shrub. 

Frankly, I can’t get enough of  this 
plant, my favorite being ‘Early Am-
ethyst’—coloring up about 10 days prior 
to ‘Issai’. And I highly recommend these 
two cultivars over the white-berried 
C. japonica ‘Leucocarpa’ that lacks the 
graceful form (gangly would be a better 
description) with much sparser white 
(yawn) berries. I’ve also dabbled in C. bodi-
nieri ‘Profusion,’ a cultivar that definitely 
surpasses its Zone 6 designation and has 
purple-tinged spring foliage, but lacks 
the billowing habit that renders Callicarpa 
dichotoma a gem. How much do I love this 
shrub? Well, I crafted a double border 
of  solid callicarpa to run along the side 
of  my house. The only pitfall is that the 
shrubs are slow to leaf  out from winter 
dormancy in spring. But that can be a 
blessing in this new age of  unpredictable 
phantom spring frosts. As for the birds—
I once saw a sparrow clinging to the stem, 
pecking at the berries in a snowstorm. 
Apparently, he was desperate.

is a stunner year round, but this time of  
year it nearly smothers itself  in fragrant, 
cream-colored flowers, borne in clusters 
of  seven, and beloved by butterflies. The 
flowers soon yield to reddish fruits that 
bear a crown of  calyces and persist into 
late fall. And as if  that wasn’t already 
enough, its shiny, narrow green leaves are 
attractive late into the season and once 
they fall, it’s even easier to appreciate the 
creamy tan shreds of  exfoliating bark 
that flutter in the wind, revealing the 
darker cinnamon brown hues lurking in 
deeper layers of  bark.

Ordinarily multistemmed, plants can 
be pruned to a single trunk. Their foun-
tain like shape is beautiful in itself, but 
Seven Son can sometimes get a bit gangly 
looking. If  that happens I just whack it to 
the ground and let a new growth pattern 
develop. This native of  China is hardy to 
USDA Hardiness Zone 5, and prefers full 
sun but is not too picky about soil. Pests 
and diseases are rare, so this is one easy 
plant to maintain. The great bark makes 
the tree showy even in winter.

in a large container. 
Look for Joseph’s Coat at Thomp-

son & Morgan seeds. www.thompson-
morgan.com  It’s easy to start and will 
even self-sow if  happy. However you 
acquire it, give the lad full sun, dry-to-
medium soil, room to strut its stuff  and 
he’ll give you color from spring through 
frost. And leave the seeds for the birds, 
they’ll thank you.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 17

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

David Culp Garners Gold Medal from 
Garden Writers Association, to Speak  

at Tuesday, September 17 Meeting

They call him the wizard. At least 
that’s how New York Times 
garden writer Ann Raver de-

scribes him. And anyone who marvels 
at David Culp’s two-acre hillside garden 
in Downington, PA, instantly recognizes 
the sorcery that created its intricate tap-
estry. Here, the plantsmanship is excelled 
only by the design. Or is it the other way 
round?

From the broadest panoramic view 
to the most detailed close up this is a 
garden that excels from the macro to the 
micro. It includes a collection of  potted 
plants, and a showy vegetable garden 
that proves such quotidian plots can be 
dazzlingly ornamental. To give you some 
idea of  just how detailed even the kitchen 
garden is, David and his partner Michael 
Alderfer confess to trimming a few leaves 
of  their tomato plants to better reveal the 
bright reds, luminous oranges, and glow-
ing greens of  the ripening fruits beneath 
their canopy. Same for the eggplants. 

A more wide angle view of  the 
gardens at Brandywine Cottage encom-
passes intriguing hardscapes, such as the 
ruins of  an old stone foundation and a 
picket fence, which provide handsome 
counterpoints to an eye-popping pano-
ply of  plants expertly arranged to pro-
vide maximum visual impact, according 
their sizes, shapes, textures, and colors.

The gardens planted in what David 
calls “our version of  a Pennsylvania 
county garden” showcase collections 
of  everything from snowdrops, roses, 
arums, hepaticas, and cyclamen to, 
euphorbias, peonies, and iris. And, of  
course, hellebores.

David comes by his plant mastery 
honestly. He has developed the Bran-
dywine Hybrid strain of  hellebores, and 
been cited in the Wall Street Journal for 
his expertise on snowdrops. His gar-
den has been featured several times in  
Martha Stewart Living and on HGTV. 

Kiku: The Art of the Japanese Garden   
Special NYBG Curator led tour * Fours Seasons sculptures by Phillip Haas  

Tuesday, October 15, 2013  

Tower Hill Botanic Garden   
Holly Days, the French Orangerie & the Italian Limonaie 

* Holiday dining at Concord’s Colonial Inn * Verill Farm cooking demo and shopping
Wednesday, December 11

of  the Kiku exhibit and Conservatory. 
Lunch on your own at the Botanical 
Garden café. Free time to explore the 
rest of  the grounds including a tram ride 
(weather permitting).

Four Seasons is an installation of  four 
sculptures—each standing more than 15 
feet high—by contemporary American 
artist Philip Haas. Encompassing Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, and Winter, the 
works are inspired by the 16th-century 
creations of  Italian Renaissance painter 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo.

On the way home we stop at Blue 
Jay Orchards for shopping and a gift for 
everyone.

the ‘shot heard round the world’ and later 
home to noted authors Alcott, Emerson, 
and Thoreau.

Special Holiday Lunch at Concord’s 
Colonial Inn, an enduring landmark set 
in Monument Square. The inn was built 
in 1716 and is beautifully decorated for 
the holidays...  Enjoy a delicious lunch: 
Garden Salad with House Dressing, Chicken 
Piccata or Potato Crusted Haddock, potato, 
veggies, fresh rolls, their famous homemade 
cornbread, Holiday Dessert. 

After free time to enjoy Monument 
Square, we arrive at Verrill Farm to 
enjoy a Holiday Hors d’oeuvres demo 
with tasting, perfect timing for holiday 
entertaining. The shop features a wide 
range of  vegetables and fruits, jams, jel-

The chrysanthemum, known as 
kiku in Japanese, is the symbol 
of  autumn in Japan. Discover 

the   exquisite beauty of  Kiku—meticu-
lously cultivated chrysanthemums, a tra-
ditional Japanese art. These techniques 
have been developed over 1,500 years. 
The New York Botanical Garden has 
a Kiku Master from Japan who works 
solely on Kiku full time. Some of  his 
works this year include a single chrysan-
themum with 518 flowers, 12 foot Spider 
Mums, and a 22 foot tall tower of  white 
chrysanthemums. 

We will enjoy a special tour led by 
a New York Botanical Garden curator 

Tower Hill Botanic Garden in 
Boylston, MA is lovely in De-
cember when the French Or-

angerie and Italian Limonaie, an 18th 
century style greenhouse, become lush 
environments for the winter months. 
Many of  the plants are in winter bloom, 
clustered around four large palms in 
exquisitely handcrafted Versailles boxes. 
‘Holly Days’ is in full swing with elegantly 
decorated trees created by local Garden 
Clubs. After a special welcome by the 
Tower Hill Director we will see the Gar-
den In 4 Seasons, tour the green house & 
have time for holiday shopping.

We will then visit the historic village 
of  Concord, MA, famous for both its 
revolutionary and literary history, site of  

 Depart: 7:00 am, The Emanuel Syna-
gogue, 160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford; 
7:30 am, *Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. 
(next to the State Police Union bldg), East 
Hartford (Note new location.) Return: 6:00 
pm, East Hartford / 6:30 pm, West Hartford  
Cost: $88 pp members; $90 pp non mem-
bers based on 40-52 passengers. Payment 
due with reservation please. No refunds on 
daytrips. Please  provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS & mail to: 
Friendship Tours, 533 Cottage Grove Rd, 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 ATTN: CHS Daytrips. 
Payment Due with Reservation. Questions? 
Barbara, Friendship Tours 860-243-1630 or 
800-243-1630.

Brandywine Cottage is also listed in the 
Smithsonian Institution Archives of  
American Gardens. He is a recipient of  
the Distinguished Garden Award from 
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 
He has also been awarded the Pennsylva-
nia Horticultural Society Award of  Merit.  

David has been lecturing nationally 
about gardens for more than 15 years. 
His articles have appeared in Martha 
Stewart Living, Country Living, Fine 
Gardening, Green Scene, and many 
other publications. He is a former 
contributing editor to Horticulture 
magazine and served as chairman of  the 
Mid-Atlantic Hardy Plant Society. He is 
also Vice President for Sunny Border 
Nurseries in Kensington, Conn., and 
is a herbaceous perennials instructor at 
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
PA. He serves on the Pennsylvania Hor-
ticultural Societies Gold Medal Plant 
Selection Committee.

But perhaps more than anything 
else, it is his recent book, “The Layered 
Garden,” published  by Timber Press, 
which brings him to the podium at this 
month’s CHS meeting.  In the book, writ-
ten with Adam Levine and photographed 
by Rob Cardillo (our June 19 speaker, 

lies, a full from-scratch bakery, holiday 
gifts, etc. Traditional Holiday Party en 
route home. 

Depart: 8:00 am, Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford; 8:30am, 
Commuter Lot, 500 Main St., East Hartford 
(note new location). Return: 6:00pm, East 
Hartford / 6:30pm, West Hartford. (The East 
Hartford pick up is in a NEW location from 
now on.) Cost: $87.pp members;$89.pp 
non members based on 40-52 passengers 
No refunds on daytrips. Please provide 
a substitute. Please make checks payable 
to CHS & mail to: Friendship Tours, 533 
Cottage Grove Rd, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
ATTN: CHS Daytrips. Payment Due with 
Reservation Questions? Barbara, Friendship 
Tours 860-243-1630 or 800-243-1630.

as it happens), David describes a design 
style based not only on layering plants to 
create a canopy, understory, and ground 
cover, but also on layering different spe-
cies in the same area so that as one plant 
goes by, another rises to take its place in 
an ongoing display extending from the 
first hellebore to the last glittering Asian 
wildflowers of  late fall.

To demonstrate, this book takes 
readers on an armchair journey through 
Brandywine Cottage’s kitchen garden 
and on to its woodland garden, the pe-
rennial border, walled garden and more. 
It also includes a compendium of  the 
best plants for each of  the four seasons, 
providing ample proof  that a garden with 
year-round interest is attainable even in 
our challenging climate.

And did I mention the book just won 
a gold award from the Garden Writers 
Association? With David, the garden 
magic never stops. Spend an evening 
with the wizard Tuesday September 17 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford.   
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Tovah Martin: A Passion for Plants and Prose 

Tovah Martin, winner of  the Con-
necticut Horticultural Society’s 
Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award, 

says “When it comes to gardening, the 
most important thing is to follow your 
instincts. Your natural impulses can be 
very inspiring, and they allow you to get 
lost in your creations. The actual physical 
process of  gardening is therapeutic. The 
end results are beautiful gardens that love 
you back.”

You can see Tovah’s passion for all 
things growing at her seven-acre remnant 
of  a dairy farm in Roxbury, Connecticut. 
Tovah lives in a converted 18th century 
barn connected to a 1790s cobbler shop 
by a glass corridor—the greenhouse 
where hundreds of  her potted plants 
bask in the sunlight.

In addition to the houseplants, which 
she brings outdoors in the spring, Tovah 
shares her sanctuary with her extensive 
gardens, a goldenrod meadow for birds, 
her Maine coon cat Einstein and two 
Saanen goats Flora and Sweetpea.  Tovah 
also loves pollinators. “Every garden 
needs them,” she says, “and bees are 
among the very best. Without bees there 
would be limited flowers and even fewer 

fruits and vegetables.”
“We are all part of  the web of  life,” 

adds Tovah. “Animals need plants and 
plants need animals and, ultimately, we 
all need each other.”

With her infectious desire to open 
up gardening and nature to everybody, 
Tovah continues to share her knowledge. 
“I’m all about roping people into garden-
ing,” she says. “People who don’t think 
they have the slightest interest in plants 
are my unsuspecting victims and I seduce 
them with flowery words.”

Tovah credits her mother, a librar-
ian, for her love of  reading and writing. 
Tovah spent her youth in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania and Lexington, Massachu-

setts before moving to Connecticut as a 
young woman.

It was here that Tovah met Joy Logee 
Martin, who would later become her 
mother-in-law, and here that she would 
spend the next 25 years working at Lo-
gee’s Greenhouses in Danielson, where 
she tended citrus, begonias and other 
plants. “My mother in-law took me under 
her wing and taught me everything about 
gardening,” Tovah said. “She had high 
expectations for me, and I never wanted 
to disappoint her.”   

Tovah has become a well-known 
author, freelance writer, and lecturer 
and received many horticultural and 
literary awards. Even so, Tovah says she 
was speechless upon learning she was 
the recipient of  the 2013 Gustav A. L. 
Mehlquist Award. “It means a lot to me 
to be recognized by my peers; my horti-
cultural family,” she says.  

 Reflecting on being honored as a 
prominent Connecticut plants woman 
who has significantly contributed to the 
art of  gardening, Tovah remembers her 
mentor and mother-in-law. “This award 
is for you, Joy Logee Martin,” she says.  
“I hope you are proud of  me.”   

Tovah Martin Receives the Mehlquist Award 

Roxbury, CT author and gar-
dener Tovah Martin is the 2013 
recipient of  the Gustav A. L. 

Mehlquist Award, the highest honor 
bestowed by the Connecticut Horticul-
tural Society. It is awarded periodically 
to state residents whose work signifi-
cantly benefits the art of  gardening or 
makes an extraordinary contribution to 
horticulture.

An obsessed gardener all her life, To-
vah says, ”I came into this world armed 
with a trowel in one hand and a pen in 
the other, and I’ve been wielding both 
ever since.” 

Tovah’s career began as a staff  
horticulturist at the famous Logee’s 
Greenhouses, but she is better known 
as an author, having penned eight books 

(her most recent are “The Unexpected 
Houseplant” published by Timber Press 
and “The New Terrarium” published by 
Clarkson Potter/Random House) and 
countless magazine articles for publi-
cations such as Horticulture, Country 
Gardens, and Connecticut Magazine. 
TV appearances include “The Victory 
Garden” and “CBS Early Sunday.” Tovah 
was an editorial producer for the PBS 
TV gardening series “Cultivating Life.” 
In addition, she is recognized nationally 
as a lecturer and blogger.

Tovah’s contributions also have been 
recognized by the Massachusetts Horti-
cultural Society, which awarded her its 
Gold Medal, and by the Garden Clubs 
of  America for “Outstanding Literary 
Achievement.” “People, Places, Plants” 

Magazine named her one of  the top 10 
educators and one of  the 50 most influ-
ential people in New England gardening.

The award will be formally presented 
to Tovah at CHS’s Tuesday, September 
17 meeting. It honors the memory of  
Gus Mehlquist, a long time Connecticut 
gardener, UConn professor and Rhodo-
dendron hybridizer, who evaluated tens 
of  thousands of  plants to find those 
most worthy of  introducing to com-
merce. One of  his greatest successes 
is the still popular, tough, compact and 
showy Rhododendron ‘Ingrid Me-
hlquist’. The award was established in 
1988 to honor exceptional Connecticut 
horticulturists. Past recipients include 
Nancy DuBrule-Clemente, Dick Jaynes, 
and Sydney Eddison.  

Education Committee Programs
Plants for Fall and Winter Interest, with Kevin Wilcox
Tuesday, October 8, 7:00 p.m.
CHS office, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill
Plantsman Kevin Wilcox, founder of  Silver Spring Nursery in 
Bloomfield and maestro of  woody plants, will share his favorite 
trees and shrubs for fall and winter, along with tips on their care, 
and no doubt a humorous anecdote or two, during an hour long 
talk at the CHS office in Rocky Hill Tuesday, October 8 at 7 p.m. 
“We will discuss the various features for fall and winter interest, 
such as colorful foliage, exfoliating bark and flowers,” he says. “A 
slide presentation will accompany the talk, highlighting the ex-
ceptional attributes of  these plants.” Cost: $10 for members; $15 
for nonmembers. To register call the CHS Office (860) 529 8713
  
Designing Holiday Arrangements, with Kris Urbanik  
Tuesday, November 12, 7:00 p.m.
CHS office, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill
Join Kris Urbanik, National Garden Club accredited flower show 
judge and floral designer for a fun evening at the CHS office 
in Rocky Hill on Tuesday, November 12, at 7:00 p.m. Kris will 
demonstrate easy holiday designs for your Thanksgiving table.  
The program will include basic design tips and tricks. Kris will 
create several simple floral designs. Kris, her flowers, greens, and 
pumpkins will make your holiday table sing. All of  the arrange-
ments will be raffled off.  Cost $10.00 for members; $20.00 for 
nonmembers. To register call the CHS office (860) 529 8713.
 
Terrarium-making Workshop, with Pat Cannon 
Saturday, January 18, 2014, 9:30 a.m.
Woodland Gardens, 168 Woodland St, Manchester 
This workshop on terrarium making, conducted by Pat Cannon, 
also includes a brief  history of  terrariums in Victorian times. The 
cost of  the workshop will include all necessary items to complete 
a terrarium; closed glass terrarium, soil, charcoal, plants. You will 
leave with a completed terrarium and information on how to take 
care of  it. This is a great way to keep gardening alive during the 
winter months. Cost: $40 for members; $50 for nonmembers.  
Limit 25. To register call the CHS office (860) 529 8713.
 
Save the Date! Spring Symposium: Saturday, February 1, 2014
Portland Middle/High School, 93 High St, Portland
The Connecticut Horticultural Society hosts its biennial garden 
symposium this winter and is proud to announce its keynote 
speaker C. Colston Burrell. Cole is an acclaimed lecturer, garden 
designer, award winning author and photographer. A certified 
chlorophyll addict, he is also an avid and lifelong plantsman, 
gardener and naturalist as well as a popular internationally known 
lecturer on topics of  design, plants and ecology.  He is principal 
of  Native Landscape Design and Restoration, which specializes 
in blending nature and culture through artistic design. In 2008 
Cole received the Award of  Distinction from the Association 
of  Professional Landscape Designers for his work in sustainable 

gardening.
Cole worked as curator at the U.S. National Arboretum 

and the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and is currently 
a lecturer in the College of  Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture at the University of  Virginia where he teaches 
about plants and their ecological connections to natural 
systems and cultural landscapes. After tending a city lot 
alive with birds and butterflies in Minneapolis, MN, he now 
gardens on 10 wild acres in the Blue Ridge Mountains near 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

Cole will give two presentations. His topics will be “The 
Sustainable Garden: Magic, Myth or Reality” and “Finishing 
Touches: The Power of  Details in Garden Design.”

Rounding out the day’s roster Jenny Rose Carey, director 
of  the Ambler Arboretum of  Temple University in Am-
bler, PA, will discuss “Dry Gardening: A Garden Without 
Watering.” And last but by no means least, our own Kevin 
Wilcox, of  Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield, will share 
his knowledge about tough woody ornamentals with high 
levels of  eye appeal with “A New Twist: Native Trees and 
Shrubs for Fragrance and Form.” 

The 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. symposium will include morning 
refreshments and lunch, as well as vendors and a Silent Auc-
tion. Cost:  $75.00 for members and $85.00 for non members 
until December 20, 2013; $85.00 for members and $95.00 for 
non members after December 20, 2013. For information on 
any CHS program or the symposium please visit our www.
cthort.org website, call the CHS office (860) 529-8713 or 
email connhort@gmail.com.
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Laurels to Dick Jaynes on Scholarship 
Day at Broken Arrow Nursery

On  Sunday June 9th with perfect weather and peak Moun-
tain Laurel bloom, more than 50 CHS enthusiasts, includ-
ing several students, gathered at Broken Arrow Nursery in 
Hamden, for our first ever Scholarship Day. The celebration 
was an opportunity to praise Dick Jaynes for his work with 
Naugatuck Valley Community College students while for-
mally announcing a CHS scholarship to the college named 
in his honor. Participants enjoyed a full lunch and bevy of  
desserts after the presentation. Dick was presented with his 
favorite strawberry rhubarb pie and encouraged NOT to 
share it! The day featured three special tours and a mountain 
laurel slide show narrated by the Kalmia guru himself. All 
CHS members received a 10% discount on their purchases. 
A silent auction of  plants donated by Broken Arrow, which 
included several extremely rare mountain laurels that have 
not yet been introduced to commerce, raised more than $500 
dollars for the scholarship program. Anonymous donations 
of  $470 and entry donations  of  $830 offset expenses to give 
us a total of  $1,131 raised for our scholarship fund.
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THE CONNECTICUT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Your Membership Benefits September 1, 2013 - August 31, 2014 
 

Basic Membership 
 

Individual:        $45 
Family:              $65 
Senior:               $40 
Senior Family:  $60 
Organization:   $70 
Business:           $70 
Student:           Free 

*  10% discount at selected nurseries 
*  Horticulture magazine at 67% cost saving--new this year! 
*  Dues include 9 monthly meetings with national, regional, and local gardening 
    specialists 
*  Discounts on Education Workshops, Symposiums, and special CHS events 
*  10 Newsletters  full of the latest gardening advice 
*  Reduced travel pricing for local, national, and international tours 
*  Advance email notification of all CHS events 
*  Opportunities to socialize and network with other horticultural enthusiasts 
*  Free access to CHS library 
*  NEW members get a $25 gift certificate to White Flower Farm,  
    recyclable CHS garden tote, and $10 Auction Bucks 

 
Help CHS Grow! 

Become a 
Sustaining Member 

3 Levels Below 
 

 
• Our sustaining member contributions help to support and                                 

expand our educational related programs.  
• Contributions at these levels also include the additional    

benefits unless waived by the donor. 

Dream Designer 
$500 

• All Basic Membership Benefits 
• One February 1, 2014 Garden Symposium ticket 
• One ticket to a CHS pre-meeting dinner with our monthly             

keynote speaker 
• Two $10 member discount tickets to Education Workshops 
• Recyclable CHS garden tote 

Plant Expert 
$250 

• All Basic Membership Benefits 
• One ticket to a CHS pre-meeting dinner with our monthly             

keynote speaker 
• Two $10 member discount tickets to Education Workshops 
• Recyclable CHS garden tote 

Garden Builder 
$125 

• All Basic Family Membership Benefits 
• Two $10 member discount tickets to Education Workshops 
• Recyclable CHS garden tote 

 

 
 

 

Membership Form 2013-2014
The Connecticut Horticultural Society 

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067-2569
Phone:  (860) 529-8713  •  Fax:  (860) 563-2217

Email: connhort@gmail.com • Website: www.cthort.org

Est. 1887

Member Name(s): Date:

Organization or Business Name (if related to horticulture): Type of Business:

Street Address: City: State: Zip Code:

Phone:

( )
Email (please print clearly): Fax:

( )

How would you like to receive the CHS Newsletter?       Email only     Email and print copy Print copy only

May we contact you by Email concerning CHS events?     Yes     No

Please select your membership level:

  Individual .......................................... $45          Senior Individual (65+) ...................... $40

      Family .............................................. $65          Senior Family (65+) ........................... $60

       Organization or Business.................. $70           Student (full-time with valid ID) ...... FREE

       Sustaining:   $500 Dream Designer       $250 Plant Expert     $125 Garden Builder

     Memberships Run From September 1, 2013 to August 31, 2014

Please let us know (Use the reverse side for additional information):

    I have suggestions for the Board in the areas of programs, garden visits, workshops, trips, etc.
    I am willing to have other CHS members visit my garden by appointment (include a short

description of your garden).
    I am a garden writer, photographer, and/or artist who would be interested in submitting

work for publication in the CHS Newsletter and/or website (tell us briefly about your talents).

I am interested in helping with (Select all that apply):

    Plant Auctions
     Awards/Scholarships
    Flower Show

     Education
    Membership
    Hospitality - Meetings

    Symposium
     Office
      Library

      Newsletter/Publicity             Planned Giving

Please return your membership form and dues check to the CHS office or
pay online at www.cthort.org.
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Tovah Martin: A Passion for Plants and Prose 

Tovah Martin, winner of  the Con-
necticut Horticultural Society’s 
Gustav A. L. Mehlquist Award, 

says “When it comes to gardening, the 
most important thing is to follow your 
instincts. Your natural impulses can be 
very inspiring, and they allow you to get 
lost in your creations. The actual physical 
process of  gardening is therapeutic. The 
end results are beautiful gardens that love 
you back.”

You can see Tovah’s passion for all 
things growing at her seven-acre remnant 
of  a dairy farm in Roxbury, Connecticut. 
Tovah lives in a converted 18th century 
barn connected to a 1790s cobbler shop 
by a glass corridor—the greenhouse 
where hundreds of  her potted plants 
bask in the sunlight.

In addition to the houseplants, which 
she brings outdoors in the spring, Tovah 
shares her sanctuary with her extensive 
gardens, a goldenrod meadow for birds, 
her Maine coon cat Einstein and two 
Saanen goats Flora and Sweetpea.  Tovah 
also loves pollinators. “Every garden 
needs them,” she says, “and bees are 
among the very best. Without bees there 
would be limited flowers and even fewer 

fruits and vegetables.”
“We are all part of  the web of  life,” 

adds Tovah. “Animals need plants and 
plants need animals and, ultimately, we 
all need each other.”

With her infectious desire to open 
up gardening and nature to everybody, 
Tovah continues to share her knowledge. 
“I’m all about roping people into garden-
ing,” she says. “People who don’t think 
they have the slightest interest in plants 
are my unsuspecting victims and I seduce 
them with flowery words.”

Tovah credits her mother, a librar-
ian, for her love of  reading and writing. 
Tovah spent her youth in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania and Lexington, Massachu-

setts before moving to Connecticut as a 
young woman.

It was here that Tovah met Joy Logee 
Martin, who would later become her 
mother-in-law, and here that she would 
spend the next 25 years working at Lo-
gee’s Greenhouses in Danielson, where 
she tended citrus, begonias and other 
plants. “My mother in-law took me under 
her wing and taught me everything about 
gardening,” Tovah said. “She had high 
expectations for me, and I never wanted 
to disappoint her.”   

Tovah has become a well-known 
author, freelance writer, and lecturer 
and received many horticultural and 
literary awards. Even so, Tovah says she 
was speechless upon learning she was 
the recipient of  the 2013 Gustav A. L. 
Mehlquist Award. “It means a lot to me 
to be recognized by my peers; my horti-
cultural family,” she says.  

 Reflecting on being honored as a 
prominent Connecticut plants woman 
who has significantly contributed to the 
art of  gardening, Tovah remembers her 
mentor and mother-in-law. “This award 
is for you, Joy Logee Martin,” she says.  
“I hope you are proud of  me.”   

Tovah Martin Receives the Mehlquist Award 

Roxbury, CT author and gar-
dener Tovah Martin is the 2013 
recipient of  the Gustav A. L. 

Mehlquist Award, the highest honor 
bestowed by the Connecticut Horticul-
tural Society. It is awarded periodically 
to state residents whose work signifi-
cantly benefits the art of  gardening or 
makes an extraordinary contribution to 
horticulture.

An obsessed gardener all her life, To-
vah says, ”I came into this world armed 
with a trowel in one hand and a pen in 
the other, and I’ve been wielding both 
ever since.” 

Tovah’s career began as a staff  
horticulturist at the famous Logee’s 
Greenhouses, but she is better known 
as an author, having penned eight books 

(her most recent are “The Unexpected 
Houseplant” published by Timber Press 
and “The New Terrarium” published by 
Clarkson Potter/Random House) and 
countless magazine articles for publi-
cations such as Horticulture, Country 
Gardens, and Connecticut Magazine. 
TV appearances include “The Victory 
Garden” and “CBS Early Sunday.” Tovah 
was an editorial producer for the PBS 
TV gardening series “Cultivating Life.” 
In addition, she is recognized nationally 
as a lecturer and blogger.

Tovah’s contributions also have been 
recognized by the Massachusetts Horti-
cultural Society, which awarded her its 
Gold Medal, and by the Garden Clubs 
of  America for “Outstanding Literary 
Achievement.” “People, Places, Plants” 

Magazine named her one of  the top 10 
educators and one of  the 50 most influ-
ential people in New England gardening.

The award will be formally presented 
to Tovah at CHS’s Tuesday, September 
17 meeting. It honors the memory of  
Gus Mehlquist, a long time Connecticut 
gardener, UConn professor and Rhodo-
dendron hybridizer, who evaluated tens 
of  thousands of  plants to find those 
most worthy of  introducing to com-
merce. One of  his greatest successes 
is the still popular, tough, compact and 
showy Rhododendron ‘Ingrid Me-
hlquist’. The award was established in 
1988 to honor exceptional Connecticut 
horticulturists. Past recipients include 
Nancy DuBrule-Clemente, Dick Jaynes, 
and Sydney Eddison.  

Education Committee Programs
Plants for Fall and Winter Interest, with Kevin Wilcox
Tuesday, October 8, 7:00 p.m.
CHS office, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill
Plantsman Kevin Wilcox, founder of  Silver Spring Nursery in 
Bloomfield and maestro of  woody plants, will share his favorite 
trees and shrubs for fall and winter, along with tips on their care, 
and no doubt a humorous anecdote or two, during an hour long 
talk at the CHS office in Rocky Hill Tuesday, October 8 at 7 p.m. 
“We will discuss the various features for fall and winter interest, 
such as colorful foliage, exfoliating bark and flowers,” he says. “A 
slide presentation will accompany the talk, highlighting the ex-
ceptional attributes of  these plants.” Cost: $10 for members; $15 
for nonmembers. To register call the CHS Office (860) 529 8713
  
Designing Holiday Arrangements, with Kris Urbanik  
Tuesday, November 12, 7:00 p.m.
CHS office, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill
Join Kris Urbanik, National Garden Club accredited flower show 
judge and floral designer for a fun evening at the CHS office 
in Rocky Hill on Tuesday, November 12, at 7:00 p.m. Kris will 
demonstrate easy holiday designs for your Thanksgiving table.  
The program will include basic design tips and tricks. Kris will 
create several simple floral designs. Kris, her flowers, greens, and 
pumpkins will make your holiday table sing. All of  the arrange-
ments will be raffled off.  Cost $10.00 for members; $20.00 for 
nonmembers. To register call the CHS office (860) 529 8713.
 
Terrarium-making Workshop, with Pat Cannon 
Saturday, January 18, 2014, 9:30 a.m.
Woodland Gardens, 168 Woodland St, Manchester 
This workshop on terrarium making, conducted by Pat Cannon, 
also includes a brief  history of  terrariums in Victorian times. The 
cost of  the workshop will include all necessary items to complete 
a terrarium; closed glass terrarium, soil, charcoal, plants. You will 
leave with a completed terrarium and information on how to take 
care of  it. This is a great way to keep gardening alive during the 
winter months. Cost: $40 for members; $50 for nonmembers.  
Limit 25. To register call the CHS office (860) 529 8713.
 
Save the Date! Spring Symposium: Saturday, February 1, 2014
Portland Middle/High School, 93 High St, Portland
The Connecticut Horticultural Society hosts its biennial garden 
symposium this winter and is proud to announce its keynote 
speaker C. Colston Burrell. Cole is an acclaimed lecturer, garden 
designer, award winning author and photographer. A certified 
chlorophyll addict, he is also an avid and lifelong plantsman, 
gardener and naturalist as well as a popular internationally known 
lecturer on topics of  design, plants and ecology.  He is principal 
of  Native Landscape Design and Restoration, which specializes 
in blending nature and culture through artistic design. In 2008 
Cole received the Award of  Distinction from the Association 
of  Professional Landscape Designers for his work in sustainable 

gardening.
Cole worked as curator at the U.S. National Arboretum 

and the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and is currently 
a lecturer in the College of  Architecture and Landscape 
Architecture at the University of  Virginia where he teaches 
about plants and their ecological connections to natural 
systems and cultural landscapes. After tending a city lot 
alive with birds and butterflies in Minneapolis, MN, he now 
gardens on 10 wild acres in the Blue Ridge Mountains near 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

Cole will give two presentations. His topics will be “The 
Sustainable Garden: Magic, Myth or Reality” and “Finishing 
Touches: The Power of  Details in Garden Design.”

Rounding out the day’s roster Jenny Rose Carey, director 
of  the Ambler Arboretum of  Temple University in Am-
bler, PA, will discuss “Dry Gardening: A Garden Without 
Watering.” And last but by no means least, our own Kevin 
Wilcox, of  Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield, will share 
his knowledge about tough woody ornamentals with high 
levels of  eye appeal with “A New Twist: Native Trees and 
Shrubs for Fragrance and Form.” 

The 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. symposium will include morning 
refreshments and lunch, as well as vendors and a Silent Auc-
tion. Cost:  $75.00 for members and $85.00 for non members 
until December 20, 2013; $85.00 for members and $95.00 for 
non members after December 20, 2013. For information on 
any CHS program or the symposium please visit our www.
cthort.org website, call the CHS office (860) 529-8713 or 
email connhort@gmail.com.
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Laurels to Dick Jaynes on Scholarship 
Day at Broken Arrow Nursery

On  Sunday June 9th with perfect weather and peak Moun-
tain Laurel bloom, more than 50 CHS enthusiasts, includ-
ing several students, gathered at Broken Arrow Nursery in 
Hamden, for our first ever Scholarship Day. The celebration 
was an opportunity to praise Dick Jaynes for his work with 
Naugatuck Valley Community College students while for-
mally announcing a CHS scholarship to the college named 
in his honor. Participants enjoyed a full lunch and bevy of  
desserts after the presentation. Dick was presented with his 
favorite strawberry rhubarb pie and encouraged NOT to 
share it! The day featured three special tours and a mountain 
laurel slide show narrated by the Kalmia guru himself. All 
CHS members received a 10% discount on their purchases. 
A silent auction of  plants donated by Broken Arrow, which 
included several extremely rare mountain laurels that have 
not yet been introduced to commerce, raised more than $500 
dollars for the scholarship program. Anonymous donations 
of  $470 and entry donations  of  $830 offset expenses to give 
us a total of  $1,131 raised for our scholarship fund.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 17

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

David Culp Garners Gold Medal from 
Garden Writers Association, to Speak  

at Tuesday, September 17 Meeting

They call him the wizard. At least 
that’s how New York Times 
garden writer Ann Raver de-

scribes him. And anyone who marvels 
at David Culp’s two-acre hillside garden 
in Downington, PA, instantly recognizes 
the sorcery that created its intricate tap-
estry. Here, the plantsmanship is excelled 
only by the design. Or is it the other way 
round?

From the broadest panoramic view 
to the most detailed close up this is a 
garden that excels from the macro to 
the micro. There is a collection of  pot-
ted plants, and a showy vegetable garden 
that proves such quotidian plots can be 
dazzlingly ornamental. To give you some 
idea of  just how detailed even the kitchen 
garden is, David and his partner Michael 
Alderfer confess to trimming a few leaves 
of  their tomato plants to better reveal the 
bright reds, luminous oranges, and glow-
ing greens of  the ripening fruits beneath 
their canopy. Same for the eggplants. 

A more wide angle view of  the 
gardens at Brandywine Cottage encom-
passes intriguing hardscapes, such as the 
ruins of  an old stone foundation and a 
picket fence, which provide handsome 
counterpoints to an eye-popping pano-
ply of  plants expertly arranged to pro-
vide maximum visual impact, according 
their sizes, shapes, textures, and colors.

The gardens planted in what David 
calls “our version of  a Pennsylvania 
county garden” showcase collections 
of  everything from snowdrops, roses, 
arums, hepaticas, and cyclamen to, 
euphorbias, peonies, and iris. And, of  
course, hellebores.

David comes by his plant mastery 
honestly. He has developed the Bran-
dywine Hybrid strain of  hellebores, and 
been cited in the Wall Street Journal for 
his expertise on snowdrops. His gar-
den has been featured several times in  
Martha Stewart Living and on HGTV. 

Kiku: The Art of the Japanese Garden   
Special NYBG Curator led tour * Fours Seasons sculptures by Phillip Haas  

Tuesday, October 15, 2013  

Tower Hill Botanic Garden   
Holly Days, the French Orangerie & the Italian Limonaie 

* Holiday dining at Concord’s Colonial Inn * Verill Farm cooking demo and shopping
Wednesday, December 11

of  the Kiku exhibit and Conservatory. 
Lunch on your own at the Botanical 
Garden café. Free time to explore the 
rest of  the grounds including a tram ride 
(weather permitting).

Four Seasons is an installation of  four 
sculptures—each standing more than 15 
feet high—by contemporary American 
artist Philip Haas. Encompassing Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, and Winter, the 
works are inspired by the 16th-century 
creations of  Italian Renaissance painter 
Giuseppe Arcimboldo.

On the way home we stop at Blue 
Jay Orchards for shopping and a gift for 
everyone.

the ‘shot heard round the world’ and later 
home to noted authors Alcott, Emerson, 
and Thoreau.

Special Holiday Lunch at Concord’s 
Colonial Inn, an enduring landmark set 
in Monument Square. The inn was built 
in 1716 and is beautifully decorated for 
the holidays...  Enjoy a delicious lunch: 
Garden Salad with House Dressing, Chicken 
Piccata or Potato Crusted Haddock, potato, 
veggies, fresh rolls, their famous homemade 
cornbread, Holiday Dessert. 

After free time to enjoy Monument 
Square, we arrive at Verrill Farm to 
enjoy a Holiday Hors d’oeuvres demo 
with tasting, perfect timing for holiday 
entertaining. The shop features a wide 
range of  vegetables and fruits, jams, jel-

The chrysanthemum, known as 
kiku in Japanese, is the symbol 
of  autumn in Japan. Discover 

the   exquisite beauty of  Kiku—meticu-
lously cultivated chrysanthemums, a tra-
ditional Japanese art. These techniques 
have been developed over 1,500 years. 
The New York Botanical Garden has 
a Kiku Master from Japan who works 
solely on Kiku full time. Some of  his 
works this year include a single chrysan-
themum with 518 flowers, 12 foot Spider 
Mums, and a 22 foot tall tower of  white 
chrysanthemums. 

We will enjoy a special tour led by 
a New York Botanical Garden curator 

Tower Hill Botanic Garden in 
Boylston, MA is lovely in De-
cember when the French Or-

angerie and Italian Limonaie, an 18th 
century style greenhouse, become lush 
environments for the winter months. 
Many of  the plants are in winter bloom, 
clustered around four large palms in 
exquisitely handcrafted Versailles boxes. 
‘Holly Days’ is in full swing with elegantly 
decorated trees created by local Garden 
Clubs. After a special welcome by the 
Tower Hill Director we will see the Gar-
den In 4 Seasons, tour the green house & 
have time for holiday shopping.

We will then visit the historic village 
of  Concord, MA, famous for both its 
revolutionary and literary history, site of  

 Depart: 7:00 am, The Emanuel Syna-
gogue, 160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford; 
7:30 am, *Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. 
(next to the State Police Union bldg), East 
Hartford (Note new location.) Return: 6:00 
pm, East Hartford / 6:30 pm, West Hartford  
Cost: $88 pp members; $90 pp non mem-
bers based on 40-52 passengers. Payment 
due with reservation please. No refunds on 
daytrips. Please  provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS & mail to: 
Friendship Tours, 533 Cottage Grove Rd, 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 ATTN: CHS Daytrips. 
Payment Due with Reservation. Questions? 
Barbara, Friendship Tours 860-243-1630 or 
800-243-1630.

Brandywine Cottage is also listed in the 
Smithsonian Institution Archives of  
American Gardens. He is a recipient of  
the Distinguished Garden Award from 
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 
He has also been awarded the Pennsylva-
nia Horticultural Society Award of  Merit.  

David has been lecturing nationally 
about gardens for more than 15 years. 
His articles have appeared in Martha 
Stewart Living, Country Living, Fine 
Gardening, Green Scene, and many 
other publications. He is a former 
contributing editor to Horticulture 
magazine and served as chairman of  the 
Mid-Atlantic Hardy Plant Society. He is 
also Vice President for Sunny Border 
Nurseries in Kensington, Conn., and 
is a herbaceous perennials instructor at 
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
PA. He serves on the Pennsylvania Hor-
ticultural Societies Gold Medal Plant 
Selection Committee.

But perhaps more than anything 
else, it is his recent book, “The Layered 
Garden,” published  by Timber Press, 
which brings him to the podium at this 
month’s CHS meeting.  In the book, writ-
ten with Adam Levine and photographed 
by Rob Cardillo (our June 19 speaker, 

lies, a full from-scratch bakery, holiday 
gifts, etc. Traditional Holiday Party en 
route home. 

Depart: 8:00 am, Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford; 8:30am, 
Commuter Lot, 500 Main St., East Hartford 
(note new location). Return: 6:00pm, East 
Hartford / 6:30pm, West Hartford. (The East 
Hartford pick up is in a NEW location from 
now on.) Cost: $87.pp members;$89.pp 
non members based on 40-52 passengers 
No refunds on daytrips. Please provide 
a substitute. Please make checks payable 
to CHS & mail to: Friendship Tours, 533 
Cottage Grove Rd, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
ATTN: CHS Daytrips. Payment Due with 
Reservation Questions? Barbara, Friendship 
Tours 860-243-1630 or 800-243-1630.

as it happens), David describes a design 
style based not only on layering plants to 
create a canopy, understory, and ground 
cover, but also on layering different spe-
cies in the same area so that as one plant 
goes by, another rises to take its place in 
an ongoing display extending from the 
first hellebore to the last glittering Asian 
wildflowers of  late fall.

To demonstrate, this book takes 
readers on an armchair journey through 
Brandywine Cottage’s kitchen garden 
and on to its woodland garden, the pe-
rennial border, walled garden and more. 
It also includes a compendium of  the 
best plants for each of  the four seasons, 
providing ample proof  that a garden with 
year-round interest is attainable even in 
our challenging climate.

And did I mention the book just won 
a gold award from the Garden Writers 
Association? With David, the garden 
magic never stops. Spend an evening 
with the wizard Tuesday September 17 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford.   
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends, 

Happy New Year!  CHS new year, that is.  As 
we begin our 127th year, we have much to 
look forward to:  a top-notch speaker line-up 
kicks off  with the renowned David Culp 
on TUESDAY, September 17; (see the 
program guide on page 9 for the complete 
schedule) the Plant Auction on Septem-
ber 27; and several interesting education 
workshops to teach you new skills.  Further 
along in 2014, our Saturday, February 1, 
Symposium “Spring into the Garden” fea-
tures acclaimed naturalist and teacher Cole 
Burrell; Jenny Rose Carey, Head of  the 
Arboretum at Temple University; and Silver 
Spring Nurseryman Kevin Wilcox. 

September is membership renewal time!  We hope to make your renewal 
decision easy because—there are new benefits such as discounted Horticul-
ture magazine subscriptions; new ‘Sustaining Member’ levels and benefits; 
a new partnership program with White Flower Farm; we’re giving you easier 
ways to pay your dues: electronically, by credit card or by check. Instead of  a 
separate mailing to you, we are including our Membership Renewal Package 
in this copy of  the newsletter. It has all the details about new and expanded 
benefits, matching gift suggestions and your volunteer preferences.

 While we’ve been successfully improving our membership benefits, we’re work-
ing on ways to get more members active in our committees. Please take the time to 
let us know how you can help out—even if  its only a few hours over the next year. 
While you’re at it, let us know how we’re doing. Is there a special interest you’d like 
us to cover? a skill we should teach (or a skill you want to share with other CHS-
ers)? How about our travel program? Why haven’t you been “on the road” with us?

Thank you for supporting The Connecticut Horticultural Society and its many 
programs over the last year. I look forward to hearing from you and to seeing you at 
our meetings and workshops.

Sincerely, 
Nancy B

Great Plants, from page 1      

October 17: Carl Salsedo, UConn, “Meeting the Challenge: Creating a Garden 
That’s Sustainable.” 
November 21:  Adam Wheeler, from Broken Arrow Nursery, ”Fruitful Shrubs 
for Autumn’s Beauty.”
January 16: Dave Daly, from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, will discuss “Tricks 
for Getting Kids into the Garden.”
February 20: Michael Singer, of  Wesleyan University, “Insect Drama in Your 
Garden.” 
March 20: Andrew Pighills, of  English Gardens and Landscaping, “The Stone 
Walls and Stonework of  New England and Old England: an Evolution.” 
April  17: Christie Higginbottom of  Old Sturbridge Village will show us “The 
Up-to-Date Advantages of  Heirloom Vegetables.”  
May 15: Michael Ruggiero “All About Containers: From Design to Installation.” 
June 19: Garden photographer Rob Cardillo, “Looking at Gardens with the 
Photographer’s Eye.”

The Season’s Speakers 2013-2014

Tough, Long-blooming Firetail  
continued

For Beauteous Berries continued

A Coat of  Many Colors  continued

A Super Sumac  continued

Showy Seven Son  continued

coral/pink/red color is impossible to 
describe. It changes and blends with 
pretty much every flower color I pair it 
with. Plus, it’s long and linear, which adds 
a nice texture to fall’s flat or rounded 
mums, daisies, or asters. And I love to 
use ‘Firetail’ as a cut flower.

Persicaria ‘Firetail’ adores my yard’s 
thick, rich clay soil. It also grows in 
my client’s gardens in a wide range of  
soil conditions. When I lived at the 
beach I grew it under hickory trees in 
a much leaner soil. It tolerates full sun  
or partial shade. I love plants that are 
versatile!

Give this plant plenty of  room. It will 
grow 3 feet tall and at least 3 feet wide. It 
also likes ample moisture. The best time 
to divide it is in early spring-the rhizomes 
need time to settle back in after you reset 
them. I never disturb it in the fall as it is 
always blooming profusely. 

I also grow Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Golden Arrow’ with the same flower 
but golden foliage. This prefers partial 
shade and simply glows. Try the pink 
flowering variety named ‘Pink Elephant’. 
I love them all! 

heat and is much valued for contrast and 
texture throughout the growing season. 
As autumn develops, leaves take on 
brilliant scarlet and crimson tones that 
rival anything leaf  peeping season has 
to offer. As an added perk, the upright, 
4-8” clusters of  greenish-yellow flowers 
play off  the foliage during late summer. 
Rhus coppalina ‘Lanham’s Purple’ requires 
sun and drainage and will demonstrate 
outstanding durability in infertile, rocky, 
drought prone soils. Great for massing, 
bank stabilization or naturalistic plantings.

tyberry) as lavender-colored, they are not 
exaggerating—that’s the exact hue that 
these profuse, non-edible berries blush 
when they begin to ripen in late summer. 
They follow on the heels of  tiny, jewel-like 
pink flowers that sparkle along the stems 
of  an infinitely graceful, rounded shrub. 

Frankly, I can’t get enough of  this 
plant, my favorite being ‘Early Am-
ethyst’—coloring up about 10 days prior 
to ‘Issai’. And I highly recommend these 
two cultivars over the white-berried 
C. japonica ‘Leucocarpa’ that lacks the 
graceful form (gangly would be a better 
description) with much sparser white 
(yawn) berries. I’ve also dabbled in C. bodi-
nieri ‘Profusion,’ a cultivar that definitely 
surpasses its Zone 6 designation and has 
purple-tinged spring foliage, but lacks 
the billowing habit that renders Callicarpa 
dichotoma a gem. How much do I love this 
shrub? Well, I crafted a double border 
of  solid callicarpa to run along the side 
of  my house. The only pitfall is that the 
shrubs are slow to leaf  out from winter 
dormancy in spring. But that can be a 
blessing in this new age of  unpredictable 
phantom spring frosts. As for the birds—
I once saw a sparrow clinging to the stem, 
pecking at the berries in a snowstorm. 
Apparently, he was desperate.

is a stunner year round, but this time of  
year it nearly smothers itself  in fragrant, 
cream-colored flowers, borne in clusters 
of  seven, and beloved by butterflies. The 
flowers soon yield to reddish fruits that 
bear a crown of  calyces and persist into 
late fall. And as if  that wasn’t already 
enough, its shiny, narrow green leaves are 
attractive late into the season and once 
they fall, it’s even easier to appreciate the 
creamy tan shreds of  exfoliating bark 
that flutter in the wind, revealing the 
darker cinnamon brown hues lurking in 
deeper layers of  bark.

Ordinarily multistemmed, plants can 
be pruned to a single trunk. Their foun-
tain like shape is beautiful in itself, but 
Seven Son can sometimes get a bit gangly 
looking. If  that happens I just whack it to 
the ground and let a new growth pattern 
develop. This native of  China is hardy to 
USDA Hardiness Zone 5, and prefers full 
sun but is not too picky about soil. Pests 
and diseases are rare, so this is one easy 
plant to maintain. The great bark makes 
the tree showy even in winter.

in a large container. 
Look for Joseph’s Coat at Thomp-

son & Morgan seeds. www.thompson-
morgan.com  It’s easy to start and will 
even self-sow if  happy. However you 
acquire it, give the lad full sun, dry-to-
medium soil, room to strut its stuff  and 
he’ll give you color from spring through 
frost. And leave the seeds for the birds, 
they’ll thank you.
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Great Plants for Adorning Autumn

One could argue that fall is the most showy garden season of  all, at least in New England. Here, almost every tree and 
shrub puts on its most colorful cloak, and a passel of  annuals and perennials are busy strutting their stuff  as well. We 
asked a handful of  designers, plantspeople, and nurserymen for their seasonal selects, the fall favorite that is, at least 

for the moment, atop their list as the best and brightest. Here are five fantastic plants for fall.
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Sept. 5 – Board Meeting, Rocky Hill

Sept 10 – October newsletter deadline 

Sept 17 – Tuesday program meeting, 
David Culp, “The Layered Garden” 
(note day and date change from usual 
third Thursday)

Sept 27 – CHS Fall Auction and Plant 
Sale, Tolland County Agriculture 
Center, Vernon, CT.  

Oct. 3 – Board Meeting, Rocky Hill

Oct 8 – Landscape workshop: 
“Plants for Winter Interest” with 
Kevin Wilcox
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The scarlet, yellow, and green leaves of 
Joseph’s Coat, an annual, shine into fall.  

Come join the fun at the CHS 
Fall Auction and Plant Sale, 
Friday, September 27th, at the 

Tolland County Agriculture Center 
(TAC) in Vernon, CT. The plant table 
viewing will open at 6:30 p.m. with the 
sale beginning promptly at 7 p.m. The 
auction of  more select items will start 
at 7:15 p.m.

Our evening will be educational 
thanks to the commentary of  our 
knowledgeable auctioneers, including 
Kevin Wilcox of  Silver Spring Nurs-
ery, John O’Brien of  O’Brien Nurs-
erymen, Adam Wheeler of  Broken 
Arrow Nursery, and special guests. 
Although I can’t promise auctioneers 
with “flowers in their hair” again, but 
I’m sure we will laugh as much as we 
learn. All proceeds benefit the CHS 
scholarship fund, which provides 

Soon Taking Bids: CHS Fall Auction and Plant Sale
by Leslie Shields

financial assistance to selected horti-
culture students at UConn and Nau-
gatuck Valley Community College.

If  you’re considering making a 
plant donation, be selective. Bestsell-
ing items are usually hard-to-find, 
named cultivars, and unusual or one 
of-a-kind plants. Please label your 
donations with as much information 
as possible (name, color, height, width, 
bloom time and zone). Ask your fa-
vorite nursery to donate. Donations 
are tax deductible; we can provide re-
ceipts. It helps if  you can provide a list 
of  donated material with the donor’s 
name and address. If  you would like 
help getting your plants to the auction, 
please let us know. Someone will be at 
TAC by 4:30 p.m. the day of  the auc-
tion to accept plants and set up.

On the day of  the auction, we will 

A Super Sumac 
by Adam Wheeler 
Lanham’s Purple Flameleaf  sumac is an 
impressive clone of  the native decidu-
ous shrub or small tree that is often seen 
on disturbed sites throughout eastern 
North America. Plants have a suckering 
nature and are capable of  forming siz-
able colonies of  crooked and sculpted 
branches some 10-15' tall. That said, 
an annual spring hair-cut will result in a 
plant of  smaller proportions and more 
refined branching. Stems are cloaked 
with lustrous, compound leaves that, 
in spring, emerge green with bronze 
overtones and then gradually transition 
to deep burgundy-purple by late sum-
mer. The color holds wonderfully in 

also need volunteers with knowledge 
in perennials, houseplants, tropicals, 
shrubs, and/or trees to help tag dona-
tions from 4:30-6:45 p.m. And we’ll 
need runners to deliver plants to bid-
ders as well as volunteers to record the 
winning prices for the items. We need 
help at 4:30 p.m. to help set up tables 
and chairs, and after the auction for 
about 15 minutes to clean up. To volun-
teer or for more information please call 
Leslie at (860) 747-8175 You can also 
email Leslie at selchie1@comcast.net 
Directions to TAC – The Tolland 
Agricultural Center (TAC) is off  
I-84 in Vernon. Take exit 67 – From 
84 eastbound, turn left off  the exit; 
from 84 westbound, turn right. At the 
first traffic light, turn right onto Rt. 
30 (Hyde Ave.) The center is on the 
right just past the Rockville Bank.  

Tough, Long-blooming Firetail 
by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
Asking a garden designer to name a 
favorite plant is like asking a parent to 
name their favorite child. But I finally 
made my choice: Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Firetail’.

This perennial is really a workhorse. 
It starts blooming in early July and keeps 
on going until late fall. Occasionally I cut 
it back—either to reduce its size, or to 
remove the only serious pest damage this 
durable plant suffers Japanese beetles. 
Cutting it back only makes it want to 
come back bigger and better, with more 
fresh flowers to enjoy.  The unique deep 

A Coat of  Many Colors 
by Colleen Plimpton
It was the name that first piqued my inter-
est…how could a good Methodist not be 
enticed by a plant called Joseph’s Coat, 
(Amaranthus tricolor)?  The moniker sum-
moned up images of  a riot of  color, and 
that’s precisely what the stalwart annual 
Joseph’s Coat (Amaranthus tricolor) does in 
my autumn garden. Its small flowers are 
inconspicuous but oh, the foliage! Each 
plant stands some five feet tall and two 
feet wide, riveting one’s attention with 
a color combination of  scarlet, yellow, 
and green on spayed, 3-6", lance-shaped 
leaves. It rises above the asters, roses, and 
sedum to provide a visual punctuation 
point in the autumn garden.  

Grown by Thomas Jefferson at 
Monticello, this drought-tolerant old-
fashioned plant was also at home in 
Victorian times and in many a cottage 
garden. Problems in my garden have 
been few, but it does need occasional 
staking, and issues with aphids and rust 
have been reported in the literature. Use 
as a focal point, in beds and borders, or 

For Beauteous Berries 
by Tovah Martin
You’ve got to admire a maverick, espe-
cially when it busts the barriers of  con-
vention by forming berries in a different 
shade. Indeed, beautyberry is the purple 
cow of  the berry world. When a catalog 
describes Callicarpa dichotoma (beau-

Showy Seven Son 
by Steve Silk 
I decided I couldn’t let this feature 
go by without throwing in my own 
favorite. Perhaps surprisingly for a 
garden chockablock with annuals and 
tropicals, my leading luminary for the 
late season is a small tree, Seven Son 
Flower Heptacodium miconioides. This 15-
20' tall, and half  as wide showstopper 
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