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Fruits and Vegetables for A Garden That’s Beautiful and Bountiful
By Nancy DuBrule-Clemente, Natureworks
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
April 8 – CHS Educational program: 

“The Unexpected Houseplant,” 
Tovah Martin, Glastonbury        
Riverfront Community Center, 
Glastonbury

April 14 – Deadline for May 
newsletter

April 17 – Program meeting, Christie 
Higginbottom, “The Up-to-
Date Advantages of  Heirloom 
Vegetables”

May 2 – Spring Plant Sale and 
Auction, Tolland Agricultural 
Center, Vernon

May 8 – Board of  Directors Meeting, 
Rocky Hill

I love to grow food. Nothing surpass-
es the excitement of  picking fresh 
greens, tomatoes, carrots, blueber-

ries, asparagus, peaches, herbs, and 
other edibles from my own back yard. 
I raise a lot of  my food in raised beds, 
in large pots, and in Grow Bags. But 
I also incorporate edibles 
into every garden on my 
property, mingling flowers 
and food in the most beauti-
ful landscape designs I can 
dream up.

Blueberries are the ul-
timate edible landscape 
plants. The intense red fall 
foliage on this native plant 
is gorgeous. In spring, its 
white flowers are beloved by 
bees. Even the winter twigs 
have a beautiful, burgundy 
cast. I have 23 blueberry 
bushes on my property and 
plan on adding more. Nine 
are in a patch behind my 
garage, three each of  early-, mid-, and 
late-fruiting varieties to assure their tasty 
bounty for the longest time possible. 

Last year I added five ‘Tophat’ blue-
berries. This cross between lowbush 
blueberries (Vaccinium angustifolium) and 
high bush types (V. corymbosom) out 
produce any other blueberry in my yard 
and its fruit is large, sweet, and deli-
cious. I am hooked on this little plant 
that grows only 24” tall; it makes a 
cute border in a new chives-edged bed 
that’s a total blend of  flowers and food: 
late-blooming Global Warming mums, 
Canadian burnet (Sanguisorba canadensis), 
‘Iron Butterfly’ ironweed (Vernonia ‘Iron 

White spring flowers are only one of the reasons blueberries have both edible and 
ornamental value.  Photo by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Butterfly’), a peach tree, tons of  spring 
blooming bulbs, gladiolus for summer 
cut flowers, and Japanese irises. Woven 
into the backdrop are five more high 
bush blueberry varieties with ‘Lemon 
Queen’ sunflowers, joe-pye weed, and 
daylilies behind them. 

Cranberries are related to blueberries 
and also make a fabulous ornamental 
plant. They do not need to grow in a 
bog. In my courtyard garden, in a low 
bowl that hides the pump to my water 
garden, I always incorporate annuals 
such as Agastache ‘Salmon Pink Bicolor’ 
and Texas sage (Salvia coccinea) to attract 
hummingbirds. The perennial players in 
this container combination are a couple 
of  cranberry plants (Vaccinium macrocar-
pon). No, I am not trying to grow enough 
cranberries for sauce or juice, I am sim-
ply fascinated by this plant’s texture and 
beauty. Its shiny evergreen leaves creep 
over the edge of  the pot and turn deep 

wine red in the winter, then back to green 
in the summer. I get a few berries, but 
not enough to use for anything, though 
I notice that the squirrels eat them in 
the winter. I also use cranberry plants 
combined with dwarf  evergreens in 
winter window boxes—people are always 

surprised to find out what 
they are.

Fun with Foliage 
I have been gardening on 
my current property in 
Middletown for ten years. 
I chose this land because 
it was sunny and the soil, 
albeit heavy clay, is very fer-
tile. The very first perennial 
vegetable that I planted was 
asparagus. What a beautiful 
plant! I harvest the spears 
for six weeks in the spring. 
After that, six-foot-tall ferny 
foliage rises up and forms 
a delicate visual barrier be-
tween my courtyard and the 

rest of  my yard. The fall foliage is bright 
yellow, adding another season of  interest 
to this wonderful plant. I allow ‘Grandpa 
Ott’ purple morning glories to clamber 
up the asparagus plants each year. They 

The CHS Spring Plant Sale and 
Auction will be held Friday, 
May 2 at the Tolland Agricul-

tural Center (TAC) in Vernon. Doors 
open for donations and set up at 5:00 
p.m. Table plant viewing will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. The sale starts at 7:00 
p.m.; the auction begins at 7:15 p.m. 
Admission is free, and our auctioneers 
will include Adam Wheeler of  Broken 
Arrow Nursery in Hamden, Kevin 
Wilcox of  Silver Spring Nursery in 
Bloomfield, and John O’Brien of  
O’Brien Nurserymen in Granby. 
Please pot up donations early so 
that the plants have time to recover 
from transplant shock and adjust to 
life in their pots. And please use pots; 
plants in paper cups, plastic bags and 
the like don’t look valuable, and their 
soil spills easily. And please resist the 
urge to make small divisions, a few 
bigger plants get a better price than 

several tiny ones. Please include a 
label with the plant’s common and 
botanic names (if  possible), and its 
cultural preferences. Please drop off  
donations by 6:30 p.m., with a plant 
list and your name and address.
Ask your local nurseries and garden 
centers for plant donations. Dona-
tions are tax deductible for nurseries 
and a good way for them to advertise 
to CHS members. Most nurseries are 
receptive to the request. A form letter 
is posted to the website. Please bring 
to the auction a list of  donated plants 
and the nursery’s name and address so 
we can acknowledge them.
Lend a hand. As always, we need vol-
unteers for all sorts of  things—making 
donations, setting up the room, pricing 
Judy King’s plants on the sale table, 
and breaking the room back down. We 
also need plenty of  buyers and bidders. 
A reminder to those of  you who have 

been babysitting some of  Broken Ar-
row’s plants over the winter—bring 
them to the auction. Please drop off  
any donations from your own garden 
by 6:30 p.m. along with a plant list and 
your name and address.
Have fun. Have a great time sup-
porting a great cause. Proceeds go 
to the CHS Scholarship Fund which 
provides three scholarships to the 
University of  Connecticut and two to 
Naugatuck Valley Community College 
for students majoring in horticulture 
and plant science. 
Get there. The Tolland Agricultural 
Center (TAC) is off  I-84 in Vernon. 
Take exit 67—from eastbound, turn 
left off  the exit; from westbound, turn 
right. At first traffic light turn right 
onto Rt. 30 (Hyde Ave.) The center 
is on the right just past the Rockville 
Bank.  

—Leslie Shields

On May 2, It’s All About the Auction
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.
From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. At the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.
From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends,

It was time to laugh a few weeks ago, when an email from 
Jerry Fritz’s Linden Hill Gardens heralded a snowdrop festival. 
In my yard, there was lots of  snow, but not a lot of  drops. My 
Lenten roses never appeared in time for Mardi Gras; I may 
rename them Easter roses if  things continue. These early ris-
ers remain what I most look forward to in early spring when 
the gardening is limited to ‘surveying the estate’ and dreaming 
about planting swaths of  something to connect my sprawling 
collection of  specimens. We have to come up with a good gardening term for this 
time of  year. Planticipation?  

I have a similar sense about the months ahead with CHS. We have made many 
changes in our committees and behind the scenes, so I thought I might remind you: 

• Christine Pane, former treasurer, spent many months converting our finances 
to Intuit/Quickbooks. The job entailed entering years of  financial data history and 
recategorizing expense/income so we could better plan our budget. This preparation 
led the way to going live with the Intuit credit and payroll system, implemented by 
current treasurer Ken Stubenrauch. We are grateful for their perseverance. 

• Bonnie Penders, our office administrator, has completed her first membership 
renewal process—no small task. Her updates have been giving us ideas for attracting 
and keeping members. It also allows us to track, with some accuracy, how long you 
been with us. We have 30 members who have been CHSers for three decades or more!

• Both Joan Stubenrauch, chair of  the education committee, and Brett Isaacson, 
chair of  the travel committee, have the apprehension-filled job of  following iconic 
leaders, the team of  Fran Schoell and the late Joanne Luppi in education and Lois 
Isaacson in travel. These transitions have been strong and positive. Joan and her com-
mittee pulled off  an enriching symposium and several sold-out workshops. And they 
got Tovah Martin to appear east of  the river on April 8th to give a presentation on 
houseplants (see page 7) Bravo! Brett and the Friendship Tours team are engaging 
new and veteran travelers by using CHS programs to inspire tour itineraries. Now 
our members can grow their garden knowledge from meeting to tour to workshop.  

I am immensely proud of  their accomplishments and thankful for those CHS 
members who keep us vital and vibrant. Please thank them, too!

Members of  the Connecticut Horticulture Society can subscribe to Horticulture 
at the discounted rate of  8 issues for $12.00. Write Horticulture Magazine, PO Box 
421751, Palm Coast, FL 32142-1751; or call: (877) 860-9146. Please mention order 
code: J3ECHS when ordering.

Nancy B.

13th Annual Nursery Crawl   
Acer Gardens * Lunch at La Vita Gustosa * Ballek’s Garden Center

Thursday, May 22  
shrubs and trees, you’ll find all sorts of  
accessories-from garden statuary, fire 
pits and fountains to orchid pots, obe-
lisks, and high quality garden tools. The 
owners and staff  are looking forward to 
sharing their knowledge and passion for 
gardening with us. 
Depart: 9:15 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford; 9:30 a.m. 
Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. (next to the State 
Police Union bldg.), East Hartford; 10 a.m. 
Commuter Lot, Exit 21 off of Route 91 (next to 

We’ll start the day at Acer Gar-
dens, operated on 18 acres in 
Deep River. Owners Bill and 

Sharon Harris have developed display 
gardens that showcase most of  the plants 
they sell. A special luncheon awaits us 
at La Vita Gustosa in East Haddam, 
an intimate family-owned restaurant 
which sources many of  their ingredients 
from local farms. Then onto Ballek’s 
Garden Center, our final stop for the 
day. In addition to perennials, annuals, 

Burger King), Cromwell. Return: 4:30 p.m. 
Cromwell; 5:00 p.m. East Hartford, 5:15 
p.m. West Hartford. Cost: Members $72 
per person; Nonmembers $74 per person 
based on 40-52 passengers; payment 
due with reservation. No refunds on day 
trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS and mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Or 
call to reserve your seat (860) 243-1630 or 
(800) 243-1630. 

Gardens of the Brandywine Valley   
Private garden of Jack Staub * Jerry Fritz’s Linden Hill * Winterthur 

* Brandywine River Museum * Meet and Greet with the Curator of Plants 
at Longwood Gardens and Behind the Scenes Tour

Wednesday – Friday, June 18-20, 2014  
many of  them with historical architec-
ture, are furnished with a collection of  
antiques. See the new “Costumes of  the 
Downton Abbey” exhibit, with 40 his-
torically inspired costumes from the TV 
show on display. Then visit the gardens! 
Winterthur’s 1,000 acres encompass roll-
ing hills, streams, meadows, and forests. 
Du Pont developed an appreciation of  
nature as a boy that served as the basis 
for his life’s work in the garden. He se-
lected the choicest plants from around 
the world to enhance the natural setting, 
arranging them in lyrical color combina-
tions and carefully orchestrating a suc-
cession of  bloom from late January to 
November.  The afternoon finds us at 
the Brandywine River Museum with an in 
depth guided tour highlighting one of  the 
largest collections of   three generations 
of  Wyeth artists—N.C., Andrew, Jamie. 
Also, a guided tour of  the wildflower and 
native plant gardens that surround this 
renovated 19th century Grist Mill on the 
banks of  the Brandywine River.
Day 3: Morning visit to Hortulus Farm, 
the private garden of  Jack Staub and 
Renny Reynolds. This 100 acre home 

Day 1: Aboard our deluxe motor 
coach to Longwood Gardens, 
we will tour the renowned for-

mer Du Pont estate with more than 40 
indoor and outdoor gardens, a conserva-
tory, dancing fountains and a lovely gift 
shop. We will meet Tomasz Anisko, the 
Curator of  Plants and recent speaker at 
CHS, who will guide us on a behind the 
scenes tour of  these spectacular gardens. 
We then continue to our home for the 
next two nights in the heart of  down-
town West Chester, the brand new Hotel 
Warder with comfortable guest rooms, 
indoor pool and fitness center and within 
walking distance to many shops and res-
taurants. Dinner that night will be at the 
fabulous Brandywine Prime Restaurant. 
Our delicious meal starts with either a 
spinach salad or French onion soup, fol-
lowed by a choice of  pan seared salmon 
or Chianti braised short ribs, beverage 
and dessert choice of  crème brulee or 
molten chocolate lava cake.                        
Day 2: Morning visit to Winterthur to 
see the exquisite home in which Henry 
Francis du Pont entertained family and 
friends in grand style. The 175 rooms, 

and farm tries to respect the integrity 
of  the farm’s historical significance and 
natural landscape, with the occasional 
whimsical or formal statement thrown 
in. We will also have time to visit the 
specialty ‘connoisseur’s nursery’ which 
offers the rare and unusual. After a stop 
for lunch on your own, we make our way 
to the exquisite Linden Hill Gardens de-
signed by landscape craftsman Jerry Fritz 
(presented at our February 2013 CHS 
program meeting). Jerry and his staff  will 
guide us through their display gardens. 
Their retail nursery specializes in rare 
and cutting edge plants. Happy plant 
shopping with a special CHS discount!
COST: Members $439 per person, twin; 
$549 per person, single. Nonmembers add 
$50. Deposit: $100 per person due with 
reservation by March 14. Final payment: 
due by April 28. Includes deluxe motor 
coach, two nights lodging, tax, baggage, 
three continental breakfasts, one dinner, 
sightseeing per itinerary, driver gratuity, $25 
per person donation to CHS, escorted by Brett 
Isaacson. Make checks payable to: CHS. 
Mail to: Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomfield 
Ave. (note new address), Bloomfield, CT 
06002. Questions? Barbara, Friendship 
Tours (860) 243-1630 or (800) 243-1630
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 
Date:  Thursday, April 17
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for so-
cializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford
Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

Christie Higginbottom gardens 
with one foot in the present 
and one foot in the past. As a 

dedicated home gardener she tends a 
plot that provides food all summer and 
into the fall, and as a costumed inter-
preter and garden research historian at 
Old Sturbridge Village in Sturbridge, 
Mass., she explores literally and figura-
tively the gardening plants, tools, and 
techniques of  the early 19th century.

It’s her experience digging into hor-
ticultural history that brings Christie to 
the podium at our next meeting. She 
has worked to recreate kitchen, flower, 
and herb gardens at Old Sturbridge and 
in the process become acquainted with 
the plants grown more than 150 years 
ago. These vegetables and flowers stem 
from a more innocent era, a time before 
the GMOs, F1 hybrids, monocultures 
and other hallmarks of  modern food 
production, and might be thought of  as 
niche plants, plants bred through hard-
won experience to thrive and produce 
in sometimes very specific conditions. 

Passed down through the genera-
tions, heirloom plants are helping to fuel 
a rekindling of  interest in vegetable gar-
dening. People are looking for a return 
to growing plants that were bred for 
taste and resilience, rather than the often 
deracinated varieties chosen by modern 
agriculture for virtues such as their ease 
of  shipping. And as result, Old Stur-
bridge Village, so firmly rooted in the 
past, is now growing toward the cutting 
edge of  what’s hot in horticulture. 

Christie’s long experience at Stur-
bridge Village has made her uniquely 
qualified to teach others about heirlooms 
and about old-fashioned gardening tech-
niques. She consults and writes of  his-
toric gardens and plants, and has lectured 
everywhere from the Thomas Jefferson 
Center for Historic Plants at Monticello 

to Old Mystic Seaport, and she teaches 
home gardening classes through the Bay 
Path Regional Vocational High School 
and the Worcester Regional Environ-
mental Council.

Every heirloom has a story, and 
learning their lore is part of  the fun of  
becoming acquainted with them. These 
are plants with a past. In the early 1800s 
era that Old Sturbridge Village recreates, 
tomatoes were just becoming popular 
in everyday gardens. People were still 
experimenting with them; at least one 
writer extolled their virtues for curing 
everything from baldness to bilious colic. 
Other medicinal plants and herbs of  
the era include some of  the Eutrochiums 
(whorled leaves), formerly known as 
Eupatorium (opposite leaves), Joe-Pye 
weed (Eutrochium purpurea), for example. 
It was grown and used to treat Dengue 
fever (known as breakbone fever for the 
accompanying joint pain) by the Native 
American healer whose name now graces 
the plant.

Christie will be telling the tales of  
those and of  many more heirloom veg-
etables, many carry even deeper stories, 
rich with cultural heritage. Some people 
are lucky enough to still be growing 
vegetables their ancestors brought with 

them—special paste tomatoes from 
Italy, or peppers from Latin America. 
Some are from closer to home. New 
Englanders have saved good beans that 
are excellent for making baked beans and 
other traditional dishes, and they all have 
their individual historic stories.

In the meantime, Christie will be 
starting work at her Leicester, Mass, 
home, in her own garden, a 30x30 foot 
patch devoted to all kinds of  heirloom 
vegetables and pollinator-attracting 
plants and surrounded by espaliered 
apple trees including Ribston Pippin, 
Hubbardston Nonesuch, and Rhode 
Island Greening.

  Christie says she couldn’t live with-
out a garden. And it might be fair to add, 
she wouldn’t want to garden without 
heirlooms. After listening to her slide-
illustrated lecture, you might feel the 
same way.  

“The Up-to-Date Advantages  
of Heirloom Vegetables”  

April 17—Speaker Christie Higginbottom,  
Old Sturbridge Village

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the May issue is April 14. Costs given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Perfect Plant Pairings with Ken 
Druse and Ellen Hoverkamp 
Broken Arrow Nursery hosts award-
winning garden writer and photographer 
Ken Druse and West Haven artist Ellen 
Hoverkamp, who will present “Natural 
Companions: Inspiring Combinations of  
Plants that Grow Together—Culturally & 
Aesthetically—and Bloom at the Same 
Time”, a how-to guide for creating perfect 
plant pairings. Their presentation will be 
organized by theme within topics includ-
ing: seasons, color, fragrance, foliage, 
grasses, wetlands and much more. These 
inspirational guidelines will be presented 
in Ken’s witty style and with stunning 
presentation techniques based on Ellen’s 
distinctive use of  a flatbed scanner to 
create unusual plant portraits. 
And for those looking to find new ways 
to portray plants using photographic tech-
niques but no camera, Ellen will use plants 
gleaned from Broken Arrow to demon-
strate the unique way she creates art from 
the garden using an affordable flatbed 
photo scanner and Photoshop Elements. 
Basics of  design theory will inform her 
spontaneous creation of  the bouquet, 
botanical, still life and macro image. The 
results reveal the vivid characteristics of  
favorite plants with amazing color, depth 
and clarity. Fee: $25. To register, visit bro-
kenarrownursery.com, or contact Broken 
Arrow Nursery, 13 Broken Arrow Road, 
Hamden or call (203) 288-1026. Sunday, 
April 13, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life
There aren’t many books more beloved 
than The Tale of  Peter Rabbit and even 
fewer authors as iconic as Beatrix Potter. 
Her characters—Peter Rabbit, Jemima 
Puddle Duck, and all the rest—exist in 
a charmed world filled with flowers and 
gardens. Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life is 
the first book to explore the origins of  
Beatrix Potter’s love of  gardening and 
plants and show how this passion came 
to be reflected in her work. Author Marta 
McDowell’s book begins with the gar-
dener’s biography, highlighting the key 

moments and places throughout Potter’s 
life that helped define her, including her 
home Hill Top Farm in England’s Lake 
District. Next, the reader follows Beatrix 
Potter through a year in her garden, with 
a season-by-season overview of  what is 
blooming that truly brings her gardens 
alive. The book culminates in a traveler’s 
guide, with information on how and 
where to visit Potter’s gardens today.  
Richly illustrated and filled with quota-
tions from her books, letters, and journals, 
it is essential reading for all who know and 
cherish Beatrix Potter’s classic tales. This 
program is presented by The Mark Twain 
House & Museum, the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Center and Connecticut His-
toric Gardens. The Mark Twain Museum 
Center, 351 Farmington Ave., Hartford. 
Monday May 5 at 5:30 p.m. Book sale 
and signing to follow. Free. Reservations 
recommended.  (860) 280-3130. 

Succeeding in Shade
Amy Ziffer, of  A Shady Lady Garden 
Design in Sherman, will present “Shade 
Revealed: How to Have Success in Low 
Light” a slide illustrated lecture show-
ing her design and plant strategies for 
gardening without sunshine. Fee: $15. 
White Flower Farm, 167 Litchfield Road, 
Morris. For more info, or to register, call 
(860) 567-8789 or go to www.whiteflow-
erfarm.com, Saturday April 12, 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m.

All About Altered Genes
GMO or GE? What’s the difference? 
What’s the big deal? Sandy Merrill of  
Chas C. Hart Seed Co. will discuss a few 
of  the fine points on genetically altered 
seeds. Genetically Modified (GMO) 
and Genetically Engineered (GE) are 
often interchangeable, but most people 
are unaware that they are not the same 
when it comes to food, crops or garden 
seed. That difference is important to 
know so each of  us can make informed 
decisions concerning healthy food for 
ourselves, our families and our gardens. 
Without hype, learn why it’s so important 
to use the correct terminology. In this 

case, semantics really does matter. Free. 
Please register in advance. Gilbertie’s 
Herb Gardens, 7 Sylvan Lane, Westport, 
Conn. Visit  www.gilbertiesherbs.com or 
call (203) 227-4175 to register. Saturday, 
April 12, 1:30 p.m. 

Wholly Hydrangeas 
Everybody loves hydrangeas, and Adam 
Wheeler of  Broken Arrow Nursery will 
discuss their care and cultural needs, the 
latest and greatest cultivars, and more 
during a slide illustrated lecture. North 
Haven Garden Club, North Haven 
Congregational Church, 28 Church St., 
North Haven. For registration or more 
information, contact Ellie Tessmer (203) 
269-2653. Guest donation: $5, Thursday, 
April 10, 7 p.m.

Good News About Connecticut Farms
Data was recently released from the 
USDA’s Preliminary 2012 Census of  
Agriculture which shared these statistics:
1. Connecticut had the fastest growth 

rate in New England in terms of  to-
tal number of  farms between 2007 
and 2012!

2. The number of  Connecticut farms 
during the five-year period grew by 
1,061, or 22 percent, to 5,977 farms 
in 2012!

3. The data also revealed that the amount 
of  land being farmed in Connecticut 
grew by 8 percent, or 30,790 acres, 
to 436,406 acres in 2012.

Edible Container Gardens
Create containers that look—and taste 
—good enough to eat. Nancy Ballek 
MacKinnon, a partner in Ballek’s Garden 
Center, will show how to create contain-
ers that are both beautiful and useful 
using herbs and vegetables. Putting these 
containers near the kitchen door brings 
the garden to the table. West Hartford 
Garden Club, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 2080 Boulevard, West Hartford. 
Reservations required (860) 521-2439. 
Guest donation: $10. Thursday, April 
10 a.m. - noon.

Christie Higginbottom
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Fruits and Vegetables, from page 1      

come up from seed on their own and the 
two are very compatible. In my landscape 
design work, I often suggest to clients 
that they add asparagus plants to their 
borders. At first they look at me as if  I’m 
nuts, but once I show them how pretty 
the plants are and they start contemplat-
ing picking their own fresh asparagus, 
they usually say yes. 

One of  the keys to success with ed-
ible landscaping is to be very aware of  
the ornamental qualities of  the food you 
are growing, as some make more lasting 
contributions than others. With some 
edibles, I plan on using a succession of  
crops to produce for the entire growing 
season. Red leaf  lettuce has wonderful 
ornamental qualities in the spring. I 
tuck plants in the foreground of  flower 
gardens and in containers on the deck, 
combined with pansies, osteospermum, 
nemesias, diascias, and other cool 
weather annuals. But lettuce is beautiful 
for only two or three months. It bolts 
to seed by mid June, when the weather 
gets hot. So, you don’t want to fall into 
the design booby trap of  thinking your 
red lettuce will remain in your planting 
scheme all summer. 

When the lettuce comes out, I often 
replace it with ‘Bull’s Blood’ beets. These 
beets are yummy and the leaves are bright 
red. You can eat the beet greens and then, 
when you are ready to put the red lettuce 
back in the pots, pull the beets and eat the 
roots! I replant lettuce again in August 
for a fall crop to take advantage of  the 
second season of  cool weather.

Swiss chard is a much more per-
manent colorful foliage plant for the 
mixed garden or containers. ‘Bright 
Lights’ chard is glowing yellow; ‘Scarlet 
Charlotte’ has red stems. There is even a 
new pink variety of  swiss chard this year. 
The more you feed swiss chard and pick 
its leaves, the more it keeps on growing, 
right up until hard frost.

Pollinators Love Herbs
The beautiful, bountiful, edible garden 
wouldn’t be complete without herbs. I 
don’t have a separate herb garden in my 

yard. Instead, I weave them in every-
where. On the south side of  my garage, 
the bed is edged with winter savory, a 
hardy perennial ground cover that gets 
white flowers every year in November. 
It’s a tough, reliable plant. Even in this 
year’s snowy winter, it didn’t skip a beat. 
When the snow melted, the winter sa-
vory was green, aromatic, and ready for 
picking. 

My sunny courtyard (formerly an in-
ground swimming pool that I imploded) 
has the best drainage on my property. It 
is there that I grow culinary thyme with 
great success; everywhere else I tried it 
was too soggy. 

Chives are also an integral part of  my 
edible landscape designs. I grow them 
with ‘Therese Bugnet’ roses. They are 
also part of  the mixed border surround-
ing my 14 raised beds. These borders are 
filled with aromatic plants that deer don’t 
eat, such as mountain mint (Pycnanthe-
mum muticum), peppermint, chives, garlic 
chives, and lots of  self-sown annual bor-
age, whose brilliant blue flowers I add to 
salads. On the south side of  my house, 
culinary sage—in gray and tricolor—in-
termingles with edge worthy perennials 
such as stokesia, old-fashioned coral 
bells, and November blooming Allium 
thunbergii ‘Album’. Herbs grow absolutely 
everywhere that I garden. They are vital 
to the pollinators which in turn pollinate 
my edible crops. 

A Vision of  Bounty 
Imagine strolling down the path in my 
backyard. To the left, there is a giant 
rhubarb plant, a gift from my sister-in-
law, an heirloom from her husband’s 
family that needed a new home when she 
downsized. Behind it are golden raspber-
ries, overbearing, with sweet yellow fruit 
in summer and fall. Because raspberries 
are vigorous, I marry them with a large 
clump of  ‘Lemon Queen’ perennial sun-
flowers. This attracts pollinators and lots 
of  goldfinches. Beyond the raspberries 
is a carefully pruned ‘Bluebird’ rose of  
Sharon tree. I remove its lower limbs and 
keep it just tall enough to rise above the 
raspberries. Clumps of  chives surround 
it and continue along the edge of  the 
path leading out of  the garden. Here 
and there, a few ‘Bluebird’ fall asters 
have been allowed to seed in and, in the 
summer, the appearance of  brilliant red, 
six-foot-tall amaranth plants adds some 
real excitement to the party. 

That’s the way I garden. Food, flow-
ers, herbs, scents, sounds, pollinators, 
birds, and hummingbirds all have a home 
in my organic garden. It’s my own little 
patch of  paradise.  

Nancy DuBrule-Clemente is the founder 
and owner of Natureworks in Northford, 
and a recipient of the Gustav A. L. Me-
hlquist Award, the Connecticut Horticul-
tural Society’s highest honor.  

Asparagus makes a finely textured, feathery hedge, seen behind the stone wall.    Photo by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente 
 

An Educational Evening with Tovah Martin 
Okay, so back in the day a spider plant spilling out of  macrame 
hanger was the pinnacle of  houseplant perfection. But no 
more. Now, houseplants have panache. Think fuzzy kangaroo 
paws, kaleidoscopic heucheras, beguiling begonias, and sci-fi 
succulents. For the indoor gardener, it’s a whole new world. 

Learn all about it from Tovah Martin, the endlessly enthusi-
astic household horticulturist who has literally written the book 
on the subject. The Connecticut gardener and prolific writer’s 
“The Unexpected Houseplant: 220 Extraordinary Choices 
for Every Spot in Your Home” (Timber Press, $22.95) was 
published in 2012. 

Tovah will be sharing her enthusiasm, her plant lust, and her 
hard won experience at a CHS educational workshop Tuesday 
April 8 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. at the Glastonbury River-
front Community Center in Glastonbury.  She’ll discuss the best 
plants to grow indoors at home and how to determine which 
of  those exotic specimens will thrive in the conditions you are 
able to provide them, how to plant them, where to keep them 
and how to display them artistically. She’ll also share ideas on 
maintaining plants, with tips and tricks about watering, feeding, 
grooming, pruning and trouble shooting. 

Books will be available for purchase; Tovah will sign them 
after the program. Cost is $25 for CHS members; $35 for 
nonmembers. To register or for more information, call the 
CHS office at (860) 529-8713 or email connhort@gmail.com. 

A Day Away in the Northeast Quiet Corner 
Join CHS for a morning devoted to learning how to use, grow 
and propagate native plants, followed by an afternoon odys-
sey to one of  Connecticut’s most interesting nurseries and its 
spectacular display gardens. A Day Away in the Northeast Quiet 
Corner begins Saturday May 31 at 9:30 a.m. We’ll  meet at the 
James L. Goodwin Forest Conservation Education Center 
located in Hampton, off  Route 6 at 23 Potter Road. Coffee, 
tea and light refreshment will be available during registration. 
The program will begin at 10 a.m. 

 Kim Kelly, the center’s horticultural director, will discuss 
how to incorporate native plants into your gardens, and present 
“Native Plants with Curb Appeal”, a slide-illustrated lecture 
highlighting what she considers to be the best of  the best native 
plants for Connecticut gardens, with an emphasis on those that 
have value for local wildlife. Perennials and a few must-have 
shrubs will be featured. She’ll also discuss how to propagate 
and grow many of  the plants discussed in her presentation.

The Center is at the edge of  the James L. Goodwin State 
Forest, a 2,000 acre treasury of  varied forest landscapes which 
are home to distinctive communities of  native plants. In the 
forest, you can see firsthand which plants thrive in which kinds 

of  settings, and the kinds of  plant communities that develop 
in those settings. After her talk, Kim will lead a tour of  the 
center’s Richard D. Haley Native Plant Wildlife Gardens, which 
recreates some of  the forest’s communities of  trees, shrubs, 
and perennials in smaller settings that can be replicated in a 
home garden. You’ll see a variety of  native plants in a range 
of  conditions from sunny to shady. The gardens are intended 
to inspire visitors to use more native plants with high wildlife 
value in their home gardens. The gardens are accessible to those 
with limited mobility, but do not accommodate wheelchairs. 

Many of  the plants discussed can be purchased at the center, 
although availability is subject to the weather and to the yield 
of  the center’s propagation beds.   

Bring along a brown bag lunch and join us for a picnic in 
the Center’s pavilion overlooking Pine Acres Lake, created al-
most 80 years ago by James Goodwin and now richly dappled 
with water lilies.    

Following lunch, we will proceed to Quackin’ Grass Nurs-
ery, a mecca for those in search of  exotic and unusual plants. 
Owner Wayne Paquette may have chlorophyll running in his 
veins-he’s a man who simply loves plants, natives or otherwise. 
The nursery showcases nearly 800 of  his favorite species and 
cultivars in its display gardens and offers hundreds more for 
sale. Strolling the nursery’s four acres offers a chance to appre-
ciate how Wayne has exploited various microclimates, allowing 
him to grow an especially wide range of  plants. In nine dif-
ferent display gardens you will see everything from woodland 
ephemerals in shady settings to sun-blazed beds of  cacti and 
succulents. His personal favorite is the Autumnal Garden, en-
tered through a living arbor fashioned from carefully pruned 
‘Scarlet Curls’ willows. Inside, the garden shines in all seasons 
but hits its peak each autumn with berried shrubs, the blazing 
fall colors of  specially selected woody plants and perennials, 
and the more muted hues of  handsome conifers. 

The picturesque Brooklyn, Conn., nursery is stitched with his-
toric stone walls and centered around a rustic old barn. Shoppers 
will find everything from Abelia to Zephyranthes, with expansive 
offerings of  perennials, woody plants, and a sterling selection of  
conifers. Most of  the plants for sale have been propagated and 
grown on site by Wayne, a dedicated gardener since the age of  
four. For an idea of  what the nursery offers, visit its new website 
at www.quackingrassnursery.com. If  you happen across some 
essential plants online, email an order in advance of  the visit and 
the plants will be set aside and ready for pick up.

To register for ‘A Day Away in the Northeast Quiet Corner’, 
call the CHS office at (860) 529-8713 or email  connhort@
gmail.com. Cost for the day will be $10 for members, $20 for 
nonmembers. Carpooling recommended. Registration is lim-
ited; first come, first served.  

Learn with CHS
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Businesses Offering 10 Percent Discount To CHS Members
Please show your membership card before transactions begin.

Please assume your discount applies to non-sale items.

Better Stones, 200 Tolland St., East 
Hartford 06108, (860) 289-1414, 
betterstones.com     
Bidwell’s Yard, Garden & Pet 
133 Hopmeadow St., (Rte. 10), Weatogue 
06089, (860) 651-8555
Bosco’s Garden Center & Landscaping 
1376 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury 06070 
(860) 658-2428
Botticello Farms, 209 Hillstown Rd., 
Manchester 06040, (860) 649-2462
Broken Arrow Nursery, 13 Broken Arrow 
Rd., Hamden 06518, (203) 288-1026
Butler’s Florist & Garden Center, 416 
Park Rd., West Hartford 06110 
(860) 561-2148 
Craddock’s Heirloom Gardens, 59 Main 
St., Newtown 06470, (203) 241-0301; 
www.hgllc.us
Cricket Hill Garden / Peony Heaven  
670 Walnut Hill Rd., Thomaston 06787 
(860) 283-1042
Cropley’s Garden Center & Landscaping 
1262 Boston Turnpike, Bolton 06043 
(860) 649-6364
Edmondson’s Farm Gift Shop & Florist 
Route 44, Coventry 06238, (860) 742-6124
Gazebo Gardens, 54 Hennequin Rd., 
Columbia 06237, (860) 228-0244
Gotta’s Farm, 661 Glastonbury Turnpike, 
Portland 06480, (860) 342-1844
Harken’s Garden Center, 287 Route 
5, East Windsor 06088, (860) 528-6806 
(discount on plants only)
Hop River Nursery, 251 Hop River Road 
(Rte. 6), Bolton 06043, (860)-645-9999
Larson’s Garden Center, 26 Covey Rd., 
Burlington, (860) 675-0510 
www.larsonsgardencenter.com
Maple Meadows Greenhouse, 145 Scott 
Rd., Terryville 06786, (860) 582-7778
Moscarillo’s, 2600 Albany Ave., West 
Hartford 06117, (860) 236-5487 
10% on plant material only
Natureworks, 518 Forest Rd., Northford 
06472, (203) 484-2748

NE Seed, www.neseed.com 
10% CHS members
O’Brien Nurserymen, 40 Wells Rd., 
Granby 06035, (860) 653-0163
Paula’s Perennials, 219 N. Quaker La., 
West Hartford 06119, (860) 461-1887 
paula@paulasperennials.com
Riverside Nursery & Garden Center 
56 River Rd (Rte. 179), (P.O. Box 435), 
Collinsville 06022, (860) 693-2285 
www.riversidenursery-ct.comdiscount 
applies to plant material only 
Salem Country Gardens, 380 New 
London Rd., Salem 06420, (860) 859-2508 
10% on all products
Scott’s Orchard & Nursery, 
1838 New London Tpke., Glastonbury 
06033 (860) 633-8681
Stone Post Gardens, 1185 Randolph Rd., 
Middletown 06457, (860) 343-0360

The Garden Barn Nursery & 
Landscaping, 228 West St., Vernon 06066, 
(860) 872-7291 (discount on non-sale plant 
materials only)
The Variegated Foliage Nursery 
245 Westford Rd., Eastford 06242 
(860) 974-3951
Twombly Nursery, 163 Barn Hill Rd., 
Monroe 06468, (203) 261-2133
Warner Nursery & Garden Center 
76 Riverside Rd., Simsbury 06070 
(860) 651-0204
Woodland Gardens, 168 Woodland St., 
Manchester 06040, (860) 643-8474 
www.woodlandgardensct.com
Woodland Trails Wildflower Nursery 
32 Ashford Rd., Ashford 06278 
(860) 974-2300

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 
View our catalog and event details at: 

 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Events for Early 2014
Inspiring Combinations - April 13

Spring Planting Techniques - April 19
Mountain Laurel Festival - June 1-8

Why Grow That? - June 22
Cutting Propagation - June 30/July 1

Open Garden Days
April 25, 26 & 27

May 2, 3 & 4
May 23, 24, 25 & 26 

THE

GARDEN BARN
NURSERY & LANDSCAPE

EVERYTHING YOU’D EXPECT.
228 WEST STREET • VERNON, CT 06066

GARDEN CENTER & GREENHOUSES
OUR 75TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR

the marketplacethe marketplace

Each year CHS identifies one 
landscape exhibition at the Con-
necticut Flower & Garden Show 

that, in our opinion, best stimulates an in-
terest in horticulture and provides inspi-
ration to the home gardener. This year’s 
CHS Flower & Garden Show award was 
given to Kevin Rescildo of  Pondering 
Creations. His landscape design, rich in 
water features and stonework, was also 
selected for its pleasing use of  color rep-
etition, combinations of  plant textures, 
and his use of  distinctive shrubs and ev-
ergreens. Included in the landscape were 
Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Filifera Aureovarie-
gata’, Hosta ‘Guacamole’, ‘Purple Gem’ 
Rhododendron, weeping larch, and red 
twig dogwood, to name just a few. In ad-
dition, hellebores, daffodils, and purple 
crocus formed a ground cover. A custom 
stone wall at the edge of  the exhibition 
included an attractive star-shaped stone 
design. For consistency, stone was also 

CHS Flower & Garden Show Award Recipient,  
2014 – Pondering Creations

used in the creation of  a waterfall and 
as the surround of  the koi pond. The 
overall effect was inviting and calming, 
making one wanted to sit in the exhibit’s 
gazebo to relax and listen to the water 
fall, and to watch the birds who would 
most certainly use the attractive yellow 
birdhouse nearby.    

For the past 13 years Kevin’s firm has 
specialized in the design and installation 
of  custom ponds, waterfalls, and foun-
tains. To learn more about his business, 
visit www.ponderingcreations.com or 
take a trip to Pondering Creation Farm, 
at 101 Allen Street in Terryville, where 
you can purchase birdhouses, fairy gar-
dens, terrariums, koi and pond supplies. 
The store will be open Fridays through 
Sundays beginning May 3. On his 7-acre 
property you will also find a 36,000 
gallon display pond, and a greenhouse. 
Kevin, who has been building ponds 
since the age of  12, intends to create 

display gardens at this location and to sell 
perennials, shrubs, and evergreens. It is 
a continuing work in progress.  

A special thank you to our CHS 
judges: Sarah Bailey, John O’Brien, and 
Kevin Wilcox for their time, evaluation, 
and perspective. 

—Elaine Widmer

Elaine Widmer presents the CHS Flower & Garden 
Show award to Kevin Rescildo of Pondering 
Creations.
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Fruits and Vegetables, from page 1      

come up from seed on their own and the 
two are very compatible. In my landscape 
design work, I often suggest to clients 
that they add asparagus plants to their 
borders. At first they look at me as if  I’m 
nuts, but once I show them how pretty 
the plants are and they start contemplat-
ing picking their own fresh asparagus, 
they usually say yes. 

One of  the keys to success with ed-
ible landscaping is to be very aware of  
the ornamental qualities of  the food you 
are growing, as some make more lasting 
contributions than others. With some 
edibles, I plan on using a succession of  
crops to produce for the entire growing 
season. Red leaf  lettuce has wonderful 
ornamental qualities in the spring. I 
tuck plants in the foreground of  flower 
gardens and in containers on the deck, 
combined with pansies, osteospermum, 
nemesias, diascias, and other cool 
weather annuals. But lettuce is beautiful 
for only two or three months. It bolts 
to seed by mid June, when the weather 
gets hot. So, you don’t want to fall into 
the design booby trap of  thinking your 
red lettuce will remain in your planting 
scheme all summer. 

When the lettuce comes out, I often 
replace it with ‘Bull’s Blood’ beets. These 
beets are yummy and the leaves are bright 
red. You can eat the beet greens and then, 
when you are ready to put the red lettuce 
back in the pots, pull the beets and eat the 
roots! I replant lettuce again in August 
for a fall crop to take advantage of  the 
second season of  cool weather.

Swiss chard is a much more per-
manent colorful foliage plant for the 
mixed garden or containers. ‘Bright 
Lights’ chard is glowing yellow; ‘Scarlet 
Charlotte’ has red stems. There is even a 
new pink variety of  swiss chard this year. 
The more you feed swiss chard and pick 
its leaves, the more it keeps on growing, 
right up until hard frost.

Pollinators Love Herbs
The beautiful, bountiful, edible garden 
wouldn’t be complete without herbs. I 
don’t have a separate herb garden in my 

yard. Instead, I weave them in every-
where. On the south side of  my garage, 
the bed is edged with winter savory, a 
hardy perennial ground cover that gets 
white flowers every year in November. 
It’s a tough, reliable plant. Even in this 
year’s snowy winter, it didn’t skip a beat. 
When the snow melted, the winter sa-
vory was green, aromatic, and ready for 
picking. 

My sunny courtyard (formerly an in-
ground swimming pool that I imploded) 
has the best drainage on my property. It 
is there that I grow culinary thyme with 
great success; everywhere else I tried it 
was too soggy. 

Chives are also an integral part of  my 
edible landscape designs. I grow them 
with ‘Therese Bugnet’ roses. They are 
also part of  the mixed border surround-
ing my 14 raised beds. These borders are 
filled with aromatic plants that deer don’t 
eat, such as mountain mint (Pycnanthe-
mum muticum), peppermint, chives, garlic 
chives, and lots of  self-sown annual bor-
age, whose brilliant blue flowers I add to 
salads. On the south side of  my house, 
culinary sage—in gray and tricolor—in-
termingles with edge worthy perennials 
such as stokesia, old-fashioned coral 
bells, and November blooming Allium 
thunbergii ‘Album’. Herbs grow absolutely 
everywhere that I garden. They are vital 
to the pollinators which in turn pollinate 
my edible crops. 

A Vision of  Bounty 
Imagine strolling down the path in my 
backyard. To the left, there is a giant 
rhubarb plant, a gift from my sister-in-
law, an heirloom from her husband’s 
family that needed a new home when she 
downsized. Behind it are golden raspber-
ries, overbearing, with sweet yellow fruit 
in summer and fall. Because raspberries 
are vigorous, I marry them with a large 
clump of  ‘Lemon Queen’ perennial sun-
flowers. This attracts pollinators and lots 
of  goldfinches. Beyond the raspberries 
is a carefully pruned ‘Bluebird’ rose of  
Sharon tree. I remove its lower limbs and 
keep it just tall enough to rise above the 
raspberries. Clumps of  chives surround 
it and continue along the edge of  the 
path leading out of  the garden. Here 
and there, a few ‘Bluebird’ fall asters 
have been allowed to seed in and, in the 
summer, the appearance of  brilliant red, 
six-foot-tall amaranth plants adds some 
real excitement to the party. 

That’s the way I garden. Food, flow-
ers, herbs, scents, sounds, pollinators, 
birds, and hummingbirds all have a home 
in my organic garden. It’s my own little 
patch of  paradise.  

Nancy DuBrule-Clemente is the founder 
and owner of Natureworks in Northford, 
and a recipient of the Gustav A. L. Me-
hlquist Award, the Connecticut Horticul-
tural Society’s highest honor.  

Asparagus makes a finely textured, feathery hedge, seen behind the stone wall.    Photo by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente 
 

An Educational Evening with Tovah Martin 
Okay, so back in the day a spider plant spilling out of  macrame 
hanger was the pinnacle of  houseplant perfection. But no 
more. Now, houseplants have panache. Think fuzzy kangaroo 
paws, kaleidoscopic heucheras, beguiling begonias, and sci-fi 
succulents. For the indoor gardener, it’s a whole new world. 

Learn all about it from Tovah Martin, the endlessly enthusi-
astic household horticulturist who has literally written the book 
on the subject. The Connecticut gardener and prolific writer’s 
“The Unexpected Houseplant: 220 Extraordinary Choices 
for Every Spot in Your Home” (Timber Press, $22.95) was 
published in 2012. 

Tovah will be sharing her enthusiasm, her plant lust, and her 
hard won experience at a CHS educational workshop Tuesday 
April 8 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. at the Glastonbury River-
front Community Center in Glastonbury.  She’ll discuss the best 
plants to grow indoors at home and how to determine which 
of  those exotic specimens will thrive in the conditions you are 
able to provide them, how to plant them, where to keep them 
and how to display them artistically. She’ll also share ideas on 
maintaining plants, with tips and tricks about watering, feeding, 
grooming, pruning and trouble shooting. 

Books will be available for purchase; Tovah will sign them 
after the program. Cost is $25 for CHS members; $35 for 
nonmembers. To register or for more information, call the 
CHS office at (860) 529-8713 or email connhort@gmail.com. 

A Day Away in the Northeast Quiet Corner 
Join CHS for a morning devoted to learning how to use, grow 
and propagate native plants, followed by an afternoon odys-
sey to one of  Connecticut’s most interesting nurseries and its 
spectacular display gardens. A Day Away in the Northeast Quiet 
Corner begins Saturday May 31 at 9:30 a.m. We’ll  meet at the 
James L. Goodwin Forest Conservation Education Center 
located in Hampton, off  Route 6 at 23 Potter Road. Coffee, 
tea and light refreshment will be available during registration. 
The program will begin at 10 a.m. 

 Kim Kelly, the center’s horticultural director, will discuss 
how to incorporate native plants into your gardens, and present 
“Native Plants with Curb Appeal”, a slide-illustrated lecture 
highlighting what she considers to be the best of  the best native 
plants for Connecticut gardens, with an emphasis on those that 
have value for local wildlife. Perennials and a few must-have 
shrubs will be featured. She’ll also discuss how to propagate 
and grow many of  the plants discussed in her presentation.

The Center is at the edge of  the James L. Goodwin State 
Forest, a 2,000 acre treasury of  varied forest landscapes which 
are home to distinctive communities of  native plants. In the 
forest, you can see firsthand which plants thrive in which kinds 

of  settings, and the kinds of  plant communities that develop 
in those settings. After her talk, Kim will lead a tour of  the 
center’s Richard D. Haley Native Plant Wildlife Gardens, which 
recreates some of  the forest’s communities of  trees, shrubs, 
and perennials in smaller settings that can be replicated in a 
home garden. You’ll see a variety of  native plants in a range 
of  conditions from sunny to shady. The gardens are intended 
to inspire visitors to use more native plants with high wildlife 
value in their home gardens. The gardens are accessible to those 
with limited mobility, but do not accommodate wheelchairs. 

Many of  the plants discussed can be purchased at the center, 
although availability is subject to the weather and to the yield 
of  the center’s propagation beds.   

Bring along a brown bag lunch and join us for a picnic in 
the Center’s pavilion overlooking Pine Acres Lake, created al-
most 80 years ago by James Goodwin and now richly dappled 
with water lilies.    

Following lunch, we will proceed to Quackin’ Grass Nurs-
ery, a mecca for those in search of  exotic and unusual plants. 
Owner Wayne Paquette may have chlorophyll running in his 
veins-he’s a man who simply loves plants, natives or otherwise. 
The nursery showcases nearly 800 of  his favorite species and 
cultivars in its display gardens and offers hundreds more for 
sale. Strolling the nursery’s four acres offers a chance to appre-
ciate how Wayne has exploited various microclimates, allowing 
him to grow an especially wide range of  plants. In nine dif-
ferent display gardens you will see everything from woodland 
ephemerals in shady settings to sun-blazed beds of  cacti and 
succulents. His personal favorite is the Autumnal Garden, en-
tered through a living arbor fashioned from carefully pruned 
‘Scarlet Curls’ willows. Inside, the garden shines in all seasons 
but hits its peak each autumn with berried shrubs, the blazing 
fall colors of  specially selected woody plants and perennials, 
and the more muted hues of  handsome conifers. 

The picturesque Brooklyn, Conn., nursery is stitched with his-
toric stone walls and centered around a rustic old barn. Shoppers 
will find everything from Abelia to Zephyranthes, with expansive 
offerings of  perennials, woody plants, and a sterling selection of  
conifers. Most of  the plants for sale have been propagated and 
grown on site by Wayne, a dedicated gardener since the age of  
four. For an idea of  what the nursery offers, visit its new website 
at www.quackingrassnursery.com. If  you happen across some 
essential plants online, email an order in advance of  the visit and 
the plants will be set aside and ready for pick up.

To register for ‘A Day Away in the Northeast Quiet Corner’, 
call the CHS office at (860) 529-8713 or email  connhort@
gmail.com. Cost for the day will be $10 for members, $20 for 
nonmembers. Carpooling recommended. Registration is lim-
ited; first come, first served.  

Learn with CHS
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 
Date:  Thursday, April 17
Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for so-
cializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford
Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

Christie Higginbottom gardens 
with one foot in the present 
and one foot in the past. As a 

dedicated home gardener she tends a 
plot that provides food all summer and 
into the fall, and as a costumed inter-
preter and garden research historian at 
Old Sturbridge Village in Sturbridge, 
Mass., she explores literally and figura-
tively the gardening plants, tools, and 
techniques of  the early 19th century.

It’s her experience digging into hor-
ticultural history that brings Christie to 
the podium at our next meeting. She 
has worked to recreate kitchen, flower, 
and herb gardens at Old Sturbridge and 
in the process become acquainted with 
the plants grown more than 150 years 
ago. These vegetables and flowers stem 
from a more innocent era, a time before 
the GMOs, F1 hybrids, monocultures 
and other hallmarks of  modern food 
production, and might be thought of  as 
niche plants, plants bred through hard-
won experience to thrive and produce 
in sometimes very specific conditions. 

Passed down through the genera-
tions, heirloom plants are helping to fuel 
a rekindling of  interest in vegetable gar-
dening. People are looking for a return 
to growing plants that were bred for 
taste and resilience, rather than the often 
deracinated varieties chosen by modern 
agriculture for virtues such as their ease 
of  shipping. And as result, Old Stur-
bridge Village, so firmly rooted in the 
past, is now growing toward the cutting 
edge of  what’s hot in horticulture. 

Christie’s long experience at Stur-
bridge Village has made her uniquely 
qualified to teach others about heirlooms 
and about old-fashioned gardening tech-
niques. She consults and writes of  his-
toric gardens and plants, and has lectured 
everywhere from the Thomas Jefferson 
Center for Historic Plants at Monticello 

to Old Mystic Seaport, and she teaches 
home gardening classes through the Bay 
Path Regional Vocational High School 
and the Worcester Regional Environ-
mental Council.

Every heirloom has a story, and 
learning their lore is part of  the fun of  
becoming acquainted with them. These 
are plants with a past. In the early 1800s 
era that Old Sturbridge Village recreates, 
tomatoes were just becoming popular 
in everyday gardens. People were still 
experimenting with them; at least one 
writer extolled their virtues for curing 
everything from baldness to bilious colic. 
Other medicinal plants and herbs of  
the era include some of  the Eutrochiums 
(whorled leaves), formerly known as 
Eupatorium (opposite leaves), Joe-Pye 
weed (Eutrochium purpurea), for example. 
It was grown and used to treat Dengue 
fever (known as breakbone fever for the 
accompanying joint pain) by the Native 
American healer whose name now graces 
the plant.

Christie will be telling the tales of  
those and of  many more heirloom veg-
etables, many carry even deeper stories, 
rich with cultural heritage. Some people 
are lucky enough to still be growing 
vegetables their ancestors brought with 

them—special paste tomatoes from 
Italy, or peppers from Latin America. 
Some are from closer to home. New 
Englanders have saved good beans that 
are excellent for making baked beans and 
other traditional dishes, and they all have 
their individual historic stories.

In the meantime, Christie will be 
starting work at her Leicester, Mass, 
home, in her own garden, a 30x30 foot 
patch devoted to all kinds of  heirloom 
vegetables and pollinator-attracting 
plants and surrounded by espaliered 
apple trees including Ribston Pippin, 
Hubbardston Nonesuch, and Rhode 
Island Greening.

  Christie says she couldn’t live with-
out a garden. And it might be fair to add, 
she wouldn’t want to garden without 
heirlooms. After listening to her slide-
illustrated lecture, you might feel the 
same way.  

“The Up-to-Date Advantages  
of Heirloom Vegetables”  

April 17—Speaker Christie Higginbottom,  
Old Sturbridge Village

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the May issue is April 14. Costs given below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Perfect Plant Pairings with Ken 
Druse and Ellen Hoverkamp 
Broken Arrow Nursery hosts award-
winning garden writer and photographer 
Ken Druse and West Haven artist Ellen 
Hoverkamp, who will present “Natural 
Companions: Inspiring Combinations of  
Plants that Grow Together—Culturally & 
Aesthetically—and Bloom at the Same 
Time”, a how-to guide for creating perfect 
plant pairings. Their presentation will be 
organized by theme within topics includ-
ing: seasons, color, fragrance, foliage, 
grasses, wetlands and much more. These 
inspirational guidelines will be presented 
in Ken’s witty style and with stunning 
presentation techniques based on Ellen’s 
distinctive use of  a flatbed scanner to 
create unusual plant portraits. 
And for those looking to find new ways 
to portray plants using photographic tech-
niques but no camera, Ellen will use plants 
gleaned from Broken Arrow to demon-
strate the unique way she creates art from 
the garden using an affordable flatbed 
photo scanner and Photoshop Elements. 
Basics of  design theory will inform her 
spontaneous creation of  the bouquet, 
botanical, still life and macro image. The 
results reveal the vivid characteristics of  
favorite plants with amazing color, depth 
and clarity. Fee: $25. To register, visit bro-
kenarrownursery.com, or contact Broken 
Arrow Nursery, 13 Broken Arrow Road, 
Hamden or call (203) 288-1026. Sunday, 
April 13, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life
There aren’t many books more beloved 
than The Tale of  Peter Rabbit and even 
fewer authors as iconic as Beatrix Potter. 
Her characters—Peter Rabbit, Jemima 
Puddle Duck, and all the rest—exist in 
a charmed world filled with flowers and 
gardens. Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life is 
the first book to explore the origins of  
Beatrix Potter’s love of  gardening and 
plants and show how this passion came 
to be reflected in her work. Author Marta 
McDowell’s book begins with the gar-
dener’s biography, highlighting the key 

moments and places throughout Potter’s 
life that helped define her, including her 
home Hill Top Farm in England’s Lake 
District. Next, the reader follows Beatrix 
Potter through a year in her garden, with 
a season-by-season overview of  what is 
blooming that truly brings her gardens 
alive. The book culminates in a traveler’s 
guide, with information on how and 
where to visit Potter’s gardens today.  
Richly illustrated and filled with quota-
tions from her books, letters, and journals, 
it is essential reading for all who know and 
cherish Beatrix Potter’s classic tales. This 
program is presented by The Mark Twain 
House & Museum, the Harriet Beecher 
Stowe Center and Connecticut His-
toric Gardens. The Mark Twain Museum 
Center, 351 Farmington Ave., Hartford. 
Monday May 5 at 5:30 p.m. Book sale 
and signing to follow. Free. Reservations 
recommended.  (860) 280-3130. 

Succeeding in Shade
Amy Ziffer, of  A Shady Lady Garden 
Design in Sherman, will present “Shade 
Revealed: How to Have Success in Low 
Light” a slide illustrated lecture show-
ing her design and plant strategies for 
gardening without sunshine. Fee: $15. 
White Flower Farm, 167 Litchfield Road, 
Morris. For more info, or to register, call 
(860) 567-8789 or go to www.whiteflow-
erfarm.com, Saturday April 12, 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m.

All About Altered Genes
GMO or GE? What’s the difference? 
What’s the big deal? Sandy Merrill of  
Chas C. Hart Seed Co. will discuss a few 
of  the fine points on genetically altered 
seeds. Genetically Modified (GMO) 
and Genetically Engineered (GE) are 
often interchangeable, but most people 
are unaware that they are not the same 
when it comes to food, crops or garden 
seed. That difference is important to 
know so each of  us can make informed 
decisions concerning healthy food for 
ourselves, our families and our gardens. 
Without hype, learn why it’s so important 
to use the correct terminology. In this 

case, semantics really does matter. Free. 
Please register in advance. Gilbertie’s 
Herb Gardens, 7 Sylvan Lane, Westport, 
Conn. Visit  www.gilbertiesherbs.com or 
call (203) 227-4175 to register. Saturday, 
April 12, 1:30 p.m. 

Wholly Hydrangeas 
Everybody loves hydrangeas, and Adam 
Wheeler of  Broken Arrow Nursery will 
discuss their care and cultural needs, the 
latest and greatest cultivars, and more 
during a slide illustrated lecture. North 
Haven Garden Club, North Haven 
Congregational Church, 28 Church St., 
North Haven. For registration or more 
information, contact Ellie Tessmer (203) 
269-2653. Guest donation: $5, Thursday, 
April 10, 7 p.m.

Good News About Connecticut Farms
Data was recently released from the 
USDA’s Preliminary 2012 Census of  
Agriculture which shared these statistics:
1. Connecticut had the fastest growth 

rate in New England in terms of  to-
tal number of  farms between 2007 
and 2012!

2. The number of  Connecticut farms 
during the five-year period grew by 
1,061, or 22 percent, to 5,977 farms 
in 2012!

3. The data also revealed that the amount 
of  land being farmed in Connecticut 
grew by 8 percent, or 30,790 acres, 
to 436,406 acres in 2012.

Edible Container Gardens
Create containers that look—and taste 
—good enough to eat. Nancy Ballek 
MacKinnon, a partner in Ballek’s Garden 
Center, will show how to create contain-
ers that are both beautiful and useful 
using herbs and vegetables. Putting these 
containers near the kitchen door brings 
the garden to the table. West Hartford 
Garden Club, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 2080 Boulevard, West Hartford. 
Reservations required (860) 521-2439. 
Guest donation: $10. Thursday, April 
10 a.m. - noon.

Christie Higginbottom
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.
From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. At the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.
From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends,

It was time to laugh a few weeks ago, when 
an email from Jerry Fritz’s Linden Hill Gardens 
heralded a snowdrop festival. In my yard, there 
was lots of  snow, but not a lot of  drops. My 
Lenten roses never appeared in time for Mardi 
Gras; I may rename them Easter roses if  things 
continue. These early risers remain what I most 
look forward to in early spring when the gardening 
is limited to ‘surveying the estate’ and dreaming 
about planting swaths of  something to connect 
my sprawling collection of  specimens. We have to 
come up with a good gardening term for this time 
of  year. Planticipation?  

I have a similar sense about the months ahead 
with CHS. We have made many changes in our committees and behind the scenes, 
so I thought I might remind you: 

• Christine Pane, former treasurer, spent many months converting our finances 
to Intuit/Quickbooks. The job entailed entering years of  financial data history and 
recategorizing expense/income so we could better plan our budget. This preparation 
led the way to going live with the Intuit credit and payroll system, implemented by 
current treasurer Ken Stubenrauch. We are grateful for their perseverance. 

• Bonnie Penders, our office administrator, has completed her first membership 
renewal process—no small task. Her updates have been giving us ideas for attracting 
and keeping members. It also allows us to track, with some accuracy, how long you 
been with us. We have 30 members who have been CHSers for three decades or more!

• Both Joan Stubenrauch, chair of  the education committee, and Brett Isaacson, 
chair of  the travel committee, have the apprehension-filled job of  following iconic 
leaders, the team of  Fran Schoell and the late Joanne Luppi in education and Lois 
Isaacson in travel. These transitions have been strong and positive. Joan and her com-
mittee pulled off  an enriching symposium and several sold-out workshops. And they 
got Tovah Martin to appear east of  the river on April 8th to give a presentation on 
houseplants (see page 7) Bravo! Brett and the Friendship Tours team are engaging 
new and veteran travelers by using CHS programs to inspire tour itineraries. Now 
our members can grow their garden knowledge from meeting to tour to workshop.  

I am immensely proud of  their accomplishments and thankful for those CHS 
members who keep us vital and vibrant. Please thank them, too!

Nancy B.

13th Annual Nursery Crawl   
Acer Gardens * Lunch at La Vita Gustosa * Ballek’s Garden Center

Thursday, May 22  
shrubs and trees, you’ll find all sorts of  
accessories-from garden statuary, fire 
pits and fountains to orchid pots, obe-
lisks, and high quality garden tools. The 
owners and staff  are looking forward to 
sharing their knowledge and passion for 
gardening with us. 
Depart: 9:15 a.m. Emanuel Synagogue, 
Mohegan Drive, West Hartford; 9:30 a.m. 
Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. (next to the State 
Police Union bldg.), East Hartford; 10 a.m. 
Commuter Lot, Exit 21 off of Route 91 (next to 

We’ll start the day at Acer Gar-
dens, operated on 18 acres in 
Deep River. Owners Bill and 

Sharon Harris have developed display 
gardens that showcase most of  the plants 
they sell. A special luncheon awaits us 
at La Vita Gustosa in East Haddam, 
an intimate family-owned restaurant 
which sources many of  their ingredients 
from local farms. Then onto Ballek’s 
Garden Center, our final stop for the 
day. In addition to perennials, annuals, 

Burger King), Cromwell. Return: 4:30 p.m. 
Cromwell; 5:00 p.m. East Hartford, 5:15 
p.m. West Hartford. Cost: Members $72 
per person; Nonmembers $74 per person 
based on 40-52 passengers; payment 
due with reservation. No refunds on day 
trips. Please provide a substitute. Please 
make checks payable to CHS and mail to: 
Friendship Tours, ATTN: CHS Day Trips, 705 
Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Or 
call to reserve your seat (860) 243-1630 or 
(800) 243-1630. 

Gardens of the Brandywine Valley   
Private garden of Jack Staub * Jerry Fritz’s Linden Hill * Winterthur 

* Brandywine River Museum * Meet and Greet with the Curator of Plants 
at Longwood Gardens and Behind the Scenes Tour

Wednesday – Friday, June 18-20, 2014  
many of  them with historical architec-
ture, are furnished with a collection of  
antiques. See the new “Costumes of  the 
Downton Abbey” exhibit, with 40 his-
torically inspired costumes from the TV 
show on display. Then visit the gardens! 
Winterthur’s 1,000 acres encompass roll-
ing hills, streams, meadows, and forests. 
Du Pont developed an appreciation of  
nature as a boy that served as the basis 
for his life’s work in the garden. He se-
lected the choicest plants from around 
the world to enhance the natural setting, 
arranging them in lyrical color combina-
tions and carefully orchestrating a suc-
cession of  bloom from late January to 
November.  The afternoon finds us at 
the Brandywine River Museum with an in 
depth guided tour highlighting one of  the 
largest collections of   three generations 
of  Wyeth artists—N.C., Andrew, Jamie. 
Also, a guided tour of  the wildflower and 
native plant gardens that surround this 
renovated 19th century Grist Mill on the 
banks of  the Brandywine River.
Day 3: Morning visit to Hortulus Farm, 
the private garden of  Jack Staub and 
Renny Reynolds. This 100 acre home 

Day 1: Aboard our deluxe motor 
coach to Longwood Gardens, 
we will tour the renowned for-

mer Du Pont estate with more than 40 
indoor and outdoor gardens, a conserva-
tory, dancing fountains and a lovely gift 
shop. We will meet Tomasz Anisko, the 
Curator of  Plants and recent speaker at 
CHS, who will guide us on a behind the 
scenes tour of  these spectacular gardens. 
We then continue to our home for the 
next two nights in the heart of  down-
town West Chester, the brand new Hotel 
Warder with comfortable guest rooms, 
indoor pool and fitness center and within 
walking distance to many shops and res-
taurants. Dinner that night will be at the 
fabulous Brandywine Prime Restaurant. 
Our delicious meal starts with either a 
spinach salad or French onion soup, fol-
lowed by a choice of  pan seared salmon 
or Chianti braised short ribs, beverage 
and dessert choice of  crème brulee or 
molten chocolate lava cake.                        
Day 2: Morning visit to Winterthur to 
see the exquisite home in which Henry 
Francis du Pont entertained family and 
friends in grand style. The 175 rooms, 

and farm tries to respect the integrity 
of  the farm’s historical significance and 
natural landscape, with the occasional 
whimsical or formal statement thrown 
in. We will also have time to visit the 
specialty ‘connoisseur’s nursery’ which 
offers the rare and unusual. After a stop 
for lunch on your own, we make our way 
to the exquisite Linden Hill Gardens de-
signed by landscape craftsman Jerry Fritz 
(presented at our February 2013 CHS 
program meeting). Jerry and his staff  will 
guide us through their display gardens. 
Their retail nursery specializes in rare 
and cutting edge plants. Happy plant 
shopping with a special CHS discount!
COST: Members $439 per person, twin; 
$549 per person, single. Nonmembers add 
$50. Deposit: $100 per person due with 
reservation by March 14. Final payment: 
due by April 28. Includes deluxe motor 
coach, two nights lodging, tax, baggage, 
three continental breakfasts, one dinner, 
sightseeing per itinerary, driver gratuity, $25 
per person donation to CHS, escorted by Brett 
Isaacson. Make checks payable to: CHS. 
Mail to: Friendship Tours, 705 Bloomfield 
Ave. (note new address), Bloomfield, CT 
06002. Questions? Barbara, Friendship 
Tours (860) 243-1630 or (800) 243-1630
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Fruits and Vegetables for A Garden That’s Beautiful and Bountiful
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
April 8 – CHS Educational program: 

“The Unexpected Houseplant,” 
Tovah Martin, Glastonbury        
Riverfront Community Center, 
Glastonbury

April 14 – Deadline for May 
newsletter

April 17 – Program meeting, Christie 
Higginbottom, “The Up-to-
Date Advantages of  Heirloom 
Vegetables”

May 2 – Spring Plant Sale and 
Auction, Tolland Agricultural 
Center, Vernon

May 8 – Board of  Directors Meeting, 
Rocky Hill

I love to grow food. Nothing surpass-
es the excitement of  picking fresh 
greens, tomatoes, carrots, blueber-

ries, asparagus, peaches, herbs, and 
other edibles from my own back yard. 
I raise a lot of  my food in raised beds, 
in large pots, and in Grow Bags. But 
I also incorporate edibles 
into every garden on my 
property, mingling flowers 
and food in the most beauti-
ful landscape designs I can 
dream up.

Blueberries are the ul-
timate edible landscape 
plants. The intense red fall 
foliage on this native plant 
is gorgeous. In spring, its 
white flowers are beloved by 
bees. Even the winter twigs 
have a beautiful, burgundy 
cast. I have 23 blueberry 
bushes on my property and 
plan on adding more. Nine 
are in a patch behind my 
garage, three each of  early-, mid-, and 
late-fruiting varieties to assure their tasty 
bounty for the longest time possible. 

Last year I added five ‘Tophat’ blue-
berries. This cross between lowbush 
blueberries (Vaccinium angustifolium) and 
high bush types (V. corymbosom) out 
produce any other blueberry in my yard 
and its fruit is large, sweet, and deli-
cious. I am hooked on this little plant 
that grows only 24” tall; it makes a 
cute border in a new chives-edged bed 
that’s a total blend of  flowers and food: 
late-blooming Global Warming mums, 
Canadian burnet (Sanguisorba canadensis), 
‘Iron Butterfly’ ironweed (Vernonia ‘Iron 

White spring flowers are only one of the reasons blueberries have both edible and 
ornamental value.  Photo by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Butterfly’), a peach tree, tons of  spring 
blooming bulbs, gladiolus for summer 
cut flowers, and Japanese irises. Woven 
into the backdrop are five more high 
bush blueberry varieties with ‘Lemon 
Queen’ sunflowers, joe-pye weed, and 
daylilies behind them. 

Cranberries are related to blueberries 
and also make a fabulous ornamental 
plant. They do not need to grow in a 
bog. In my courtyard garden, in a low 
bowl that hides the pump to my water 
garden, I always incorporate annuals 
such as Agastache ‘Salmon Pink Bicolor’ 
and Texas sage (Salvia coccinea) to attract 
hummingbirds. The perennial players in 
this container combination are a couple 
of  cranberry plants (Vaccinium macrocar-
pon). No, I am not trying to grow enough 
cranberries for sauce or juice, I am sim-
ply fascinated by this plant’s texture and 
beauty. Its shiny evergreen leaves creep 
over the edge of  the pot and turn deep 

wine red in the winter, then back to green 
in the summer. I get a few berries, but 
not enough to use for anything, though 
I notice that the squirrels eat them in 
the winter. I also use cranberry plants 
combined with dwarf  evergreens in 
winter window boxes—people are always 

surprised to find out what 
they are.

Fun with Foliage 
I have been gardening on 
my current property in 
Middletown for ten years. 
I chose this land because 
it was sunny and the soil, 
albeit heavy clay, is very fer-
tile. The very first perennial 
vegetable that I planted was 
asparagus. What a beautiful 
plant! I harvest the spears 
for six weeks in the spring. 
After that, six-foot-tall ferny 
foliage rises up and forms 
a delicate visual barrier be-
tween my courtyard and the 

rest of  my yard. The fall foliage is bright 
yellow, adding another season of  interest 
to this wonderful plant. I allow ‘Grandpa 
Ott’ purple morning glories to clamber 
up the asparagus plants each year. They 

The CHS Spring Plant Sale and 
Auction will be held Friday, 
May 2 at the Tolland Agricul-

tural Center (TAC) in Vernon. Doors 
open for donations and set up at 5:00 
p.m. Table plant viewing will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. The sale starts at 7:00 
p.m.; the auction begins at 7:15 p.m. 
Admission is free, and our auctioneers 
will include Adam Wheeler of  Broken 
Arrow Nursery in Hamden, Kevin 
Wilcox of  Silver Spring Nursery in 
Bloomfield, and John O’Brien of  
O’Brien Nurserymen in Granby. 
Please pot up donations early so 
that the plants have time to recover 
from transplant shock and adjust to 
life in their pots. And please use pots; 
plants in paper cups, plastic bags and 
the like don’t look valuable, and their 
soil spills easily. And please resist the 
urge to make small divisions, a few 
bigger plants get a better price than 

several tiny ones. Please include a 
label with the plant’s common and 
botanic names (if  possible), and its 
cultural preferences. Please drop off  
donations by 6:30 p.m., with a plant 
list and your name and address.
Ask your local nurseries and garden 
centers for plant donations. Dona-
tions are tax deductible for nurseries 
and a good way for them to advertise 
to CHS members. Most nurseries are 
receptive to the request. A form letter 
is posted to the website. Please bring 
to the auction a list of  donated plants 
and the nursery’s name and address so 
we can acknowledge them.
Lend a hand. As always, we need vol-
unteers for all sorts of  things—making 
donations, setting up the room, pricing 
Judy King’s plants on the sale table, 
and breaking the room back down. We 
also need plenty of  buyers and bidders. 
A reminder to those of  you who have 

been babysitting some of  Broken Ar-
row’s plants over the winter—bring 
them to the auction. Please drop off  
any donations from your own garden 
by 6:30 p.m. along with a plant list and 
your name and address.
Have fun. Have a great time sup-
porting a great cause. Proceeds go 
to the CHS Scholarship Fund which 
provides three scholarships to the 
University of  Connecticut and two to 
Naugatuck Valley Community College 
for students majoring in horticulture 
and plant science. 
Get there. The Tolland Agricultural 
Center (TAC) is off  I-84 in Vernon. 
Take exit 67—from eastbound, turn 
left off  the exit; from westbound, turn 
right. At first traffic light turn right 
onto Rt. 30 (Hyde Ave.) The center 
is on the right just past the Rockville 
Bank.  

—Leslie Shields

On May 2, It’s All About the Auction


