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Leaves of Burgundy and Gold Add Drama
by Steve Silk

I built my garden leaf  by leaf. Foli-
age, for me, is the foundation upon 
which a good garden is built. The 

passing parade of  perennial flowers 
makes only a fleeting contribution to 
a garden’s beauty, but the leaves do the 
heavy lifting, lending their varied shapes 
and textures to the garden from earliest 
spring to latest fall. Foliage, artfully com-
bined, provides structure to a garden, 
creating a sturdy framework for more 
ephemeral flowers.  

But there’s more to leaves than shape 
and texture. As a fancier of  foliage, I’m 
drawn to leaves with color. And of  all 
the varied colors that enliven leaves, 
I’m most drawn to the radiant hues of  
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Aug. 8 – Deadline for Sept. newsletter 

submissions

Sept. 5 – Board Meeting Rocky Hill

Sept. 17 – Program meeting, David 
Culp, “The Layered Garden”  
(note day and date change from  
usual third Thursday)

burgundy and gold. To me they are the 
colors of  royalty, bringing to mind kings 
and queens crowned with gold and 
cloaked in rich dusky reds. These colors 
bring a sense of  majesty to the garden 
as well. Colorists call this dynamic duo a 
complement, a pairing whose members 
reside on opposite sides of  the color 
wheel. They are as different as colors can 
be, and when situated side by side, these 
energetic partners all but shout “Look at 
me!” Naysayers complain that the effect is 
a bit much, and while it can be overdone, 
I find the vitality these colors bring to a 
garden—together or apart—provide es-
sential building blocks for creating vivid, 
eye-catching, foliage-based structure that 
carries the garden from one end of  the 
season to the other. To understand how 
these imperial hues command attention 
in the garden, it helps to consider each 
one in its own right. 

The Beauty of  Burgundy
Take burgundy. I’ve got a thing for dark 
foliage. I love its smoky, sultry color, the 
way it can deepen a planting and lend it 
an air of  mystery at the same time. It’s 
also a great foliage contrast with almost 
any other color, so for me it’s an essential 
building block in almost any planting 
scheme I concoct. 

I regard burgundy as a range of  col-
ors comprised of  red and blue. Some 
might call specific hues black, bronze, 
purple, or chocolate, but for the sake of  
design let’s just say it’s any burgundylike 
color that wouldn’t look overly alarming 
if  it flowed from a bottle of  wine. In 
whatever incarnation, this red-blue du-
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Burgundy and gold leaves pump up the 
contrast in this mixed container. The 
massive, architectural, burgundy-tinged 
leaves of red Abyssinian banana rise  
from a golden swath of ‘Margarita’  
sweet potato vine.

ality gives burgundy the ability to flatter 
almost any other hue. While fiddling with 
my container plantings I discovered that 
an appropriately scaled burgundy leaved 
plant can serve as a go-between to link 
two hues that otherwise might not look 
good together. Burgundy’s diplomatic 
nature pacifies any border dispute arising 
from clashing colors. I often use it as a 
design pivot point to soothe the transi-
tion between one color and another. 

While easy-going burgundy serves 
contentedly with almost any hue, my 
gardening friend Sydney Eddison showed 
me a trick to refining closely wrought 
color harmonies. While planning a con-
tainer grouping, she flipped over a leaf  
on a ‘Blackie’ sweet potato vine (Ipomoea 
batatas ‘Blackie’) to reveal a distinct red-
dish cast. Sydney went on to say that look-
ing at the underside of  a burgundy-hued 
leaf  often provides a clue as to whether 
the color is more red or more blue. That 
leaf  bottom’s reddish tinge was evidence 
enough to show me that ‘blackie’ makes a 
more harmonious partner for hot colors 
than cool. Now whenever I’m in doubt 
about the true color of  a leaf, I turn it 
over for a quick assessment. 

“Plants for Fall and Winter Interest” 
Tuesday, October 8

CHS office, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill

“Plants for Fall and Winter Interest” will be the topic of  the first CHS Education Committee Program  
event for the coming year.  Plantsman Kevin Wilcox, founder of  Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield 
and maestro of  woody plants, will share his favorite trees and shrubs for fall and winter, along with tips 
on their care, and no doubt a humorous anecdote or two, during an hour long talk at the CHS office in 
Rocky Hill Tuesday, October at 7 p.m. “We will discuss the various features for fall and winter interest, 
such as colorful foliage, exfoliating bark and flowers,” he says. “A slide presentation will accompany the 
talk, highlighting the exceptional attributes of  these plants.” Cost: $10 for members; $15 for nonmembers. 
To register call CHS Office (860) 529 8713.
 
Still in the planning stages are “A Demonstration of   Holiday Arrangements”—a workshop devoted 
to teaching quick and easy ways to make attractive seasonal arrangements, which will be presented by 
floral designer and Accredited Federation Judge Kris Urbanik this November at the Comstock & Ferre 
Barn in Wethersfield, and a “Terrarium Workshop” to be held in January at Woodland Gardens, 168 
Woodland Street, in Manchester.

For more information or to register, call the CHS office (860) 529 8713.

Education Committee Programs
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends, 

As the thermometer peaks toward triple digits, I hope 
you can finally grab a cold glass of  something and make 
a break for that hammock. You know, the one you hardly 
ever get to swing in. It always looks like a nice place to 
relax. There it is-surrounded by artfully placed plantings: 
mounds, spikes, ramblers… variegated foliage setting off  
solid shades, chartreuses brightening and silvers lightening 
the shady spots. 

Somehow, on my way to that hammock, my hands 
always end up back in the soil. Three feet of  runaway 
campanula brings me to a stop, drop and yank. A flopping 
helenium, needs a stake—I run back up and grab some bamboo. A few steps later., 
hmm, missed deadheading those ’gone bys.’ I snap off  the spent blooms and drop 
them in the composter. Then I notice my ginger tea is gone. I toss leftover ice cubes 
into a planter…and my minutes to stare skyward are pfffft—over. The hammock-
with its new pillow, coverlet and tiki torches--is stood up once again. Indeed what 
matters is that the artful setting we worked so hard to create must be ‘just so’ so that 
others can swing in the shade, no? 

This reminds me of  the chairpersons who run our committees. They spend 
extraordinary amounts of  personal time organizing the logistics of  our events, 
workshops, and meetings—which they also pay to attend—and then miss lots of  the 
event because they are making sure the ‘view from the hammock’ is right for the rest 
of  us.  Fran Schoell, the late Joanne Luppi, Leslie Shields, Elaine Widmer, Christine 
Pane, Kevin Wilcox, Joan Stubenrauch, Herb Issacson, Karen Ellsworth, Lynn Cavo, 
Steve Silk, Sharon Mann, Colleen Fitzpatrick-Michelson and David Smith deserve our 
thanks for their above and beyond work heading up CHS’s all-volunteer committees. 
We are truly grateful for all that they do, all year long.

In this issue, don’t miss a preview of  our upcoming speakers (September’s meet-
ing is a TUESDAY Sept. 17th with author, gardener and plant breeder David Culp); 
and a Fall Education workshops update from Joan Stubenrauch and the Education 
Committee. One last note: beginning this fall we will be sending to all members for 
whom we have email addresses, the electronic version of  our newsletter. As time goes 
on, the electronic version will feature exclusive extended coverage that will not be 
included in the printed version. Your paper copy will come as usual per your request.

In the meantime: don’t forget your sunscreen!

Nancy B.

In Memorian: Joanne Luppi

CHS lost one its most stalwart, 
dedicated members when Joanne 
Luppi passed away June 8. Even 

her passing spoke of  Joanne’s love of  
CHS. Friday June 7 she spent the evening 
among gardening friends at a potluck 
dinner hosted by Nancy Brennick and 
attended by many of  those on the board 
of  directors and other CHS friends, drove 
home with Fran Schoell, her neighbor 
and inseparable colleague in things hor-
ticultural and, well, just about everything 
else too. Back at the home where she had 
gardened for nearly 50 years, Joanne suf-
fered a massive coronary attack.

Anyone who has ever attended one 
of  our monthly meetings knows Joanne. 
At almost every one she would announce 

the upcoming offerings for our educa-
tional workshops, many of  which she 
planned and organized. Joanne was a 
teacher all her life-at her church’s private 
nursery school in South Glastonbury and 
at Portland Middle School. She was an 
avid birder and member of  the Matta-
beseck Audubon Society, and a passion-
ate potter at Wesleyan Potters. 

 Joanne’s 1991 retirement marked 
a new direction for her passion for 
education. She taught a neighbor’s son 
and the lessons must have been a suc-
cess, because Joanne was soon teaching 
the boy’s mother to garden too. Joanne 
joined CHS and before long was engaged 
in planning everything educational, 
from workshops to our bi-annual sym-

posiums. Her 
efforts won 
her the CHS 
2 0 1 2  S e r -
vice Award, 
w h i c h  s h e 
shared with 
Fran Schoell, 
whose dedica-
tion to CHS 
matches Joanne’s. 

Joanne will be forever missed by all 
who knew her. Memorial contributions 
may be made to in her  name to the 
Wesleyan Potters Education Commit-
tee, or the Conn. Horticultural Society 
Scholarship Fund. We’ve received more 
than $800 in donations so far.   

Leslie Shields Named 2013 CHS Service Award Winner  

CHS members have nothing but 
praise for Leslie Shields and for 
what she has done-and con-

tinues to do-for horticulture. Leslie is 
considered an expert planstsman and her 
knowledge of  plant material is sought 
by many in the field. You can’t mention 
CHS without including Leslie’s name in 
the same sentence. Leslie joined CHS 
more than 15 years ago and since then 
has been involved in just about every 
facet of  the organization from running 
raffles at the monthly program meetings 
to co-chairing the spring and fall plant 
auctions to serving on the Board of  
Directors and the Education Commit-
tee. As if  that weren’t enough, each year 
she adds her creative touch to the CHS 
Hartford Flower Show. And yes, Leslie 
is also head of  The Hardy Plant Society, 
a complementary organization to CHS.  

When asked what keeps her engaged 
in CHS, Leslie says, “I like the people; 
the social aspect. I also like being useful 
and learning new things. Being at the 
forefront of  what’s going on in horti-
culture is very invigorating.” CHS offers 
many opportunities to get involved, and 
Leslie’s advice to new members is to 

find something you like to do and do it. 
There’s something for everyone in this 
plant community.

When asked what she thought when 
Elaine Widmer told her she had won the 
2013 CHS Service Award, Leslie said, “I 
thought Elaine made a mistake. There are 
so many other deserving CHS members. 
I try to follow Fran Schoell’s and Joanne 
Luppi’s leads. I see them and others in 
the organization as my mentors.” (Fran 
and Joanne shared the CHS Service 
Award in 2012; Joanne passed away in 
June (see article above).

A native of  central Connecticut, Les-
lie grew up living next door to her ma-
ternal grandmother Nana. Leslie credits 
her grandmother for her passion for life 
and horticulture. Nana shared her love of  
gardening, teaching Leslie the names of  
the wild plants and showing her how to 
harvest food on an acre of  land. “Nana 
could make anything grow,” says Leslie.  

Leslie’s personal garden at home in 
Plainville reflects her roots. It began as an 
English cottage garden, but she has made 
modifications one bed at a time, adding 
conifers, flowering shrubs, and trees. In 
addition to her passionate for horticul-

ture, Leslie has been zealous about educa-
tion, having taught biology for 35 years 
in Southington. During her tenure as a 
teacher, Leslie was active in the Cetacean 
Society International, an all-volunteer, 
non-profit conservation, education and 
research organization, working on behalf  
of  whales, dolphins and porpoises and 
their marine environment.  

A naturalist, a biologist, a botanist, 
a zoologist, an environmentalist and an 
ecologist... these are a few of  the words 
that describe CHS’s 2013 Service Award 
winner Leslie Shields. Congratulations 
Leslie. You are a wonder.  

 —Marcia Kuck

Leslie Shields receives the 2013 Service 
Award form CHS president Nancy 
Brennick
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 17

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

September Meeting to be Held  
Tuesday, Sept 17; Speaker David Culp  

Featured in The New York Times

Yes you read that that right, 
our September meeting will 
be held Tuesday, September 

17, NOT on our usual Thursday. Da-
vid Culp, the meeting’s speaker, was 
recently featured in the New York 
Times as the subject of  “3,000 Plants, 
and Then Some” by the Times’ garden 
writer Ann Raver. Some excerpts:

“Over the years, I have trailed af-
ter him through well-known gardens, 
crouched over the tiny petals of  rare 
snowdrops (many of  the thousands 
that bloom here he bred himself) and 
listened to him lecture on the art of  
the winter garden (he breeds his own 
Brandywine Hybrid hellebores, too,  
in dark reds, apricots, spotted pinks, 
pale greens)...Now I was with the 
wizard again.”

“As spring moves into summer, this 
two-acre garden in the Brandywine 
Valley is a little like an opera. Tall 
foxgloves and giant purple alliums in 
the wide borders will soon give way 
to black hollyhocks, yellow rudbeckias 
and bronze paddle-shaped cannas. The 
wooded hillside, an acre of  snowdrops 
and hellebores in winter that blooms 
with white dogwoods in spring, is 
now alight with white hydrangeas and 
magnolias, and little waves of  golden 
Hakanochloa macra (sic), or Japanese 
forest grass.”

“Last fall, Timber Press published 
his first book, “The Layered Garden: 
Design Lessons for Year-Round Beau-
ty From Brandywine Cottage,” (Tim-
ber Press, 2012, written with Adam 
Levine, with photographs by Rob 
Cardillo) contains a wealth of  ideas, as 
well as images of  plant combinations 
that are striking in their form, color 
and texture...I devoured it.”.

On Tuesday, Sept 17 we can all 
be with the wizard when David Culp 
speaks about “The Layered Garden” 

New York City’s High Line Park   
Lunch at Katz’s Deli * World Trade Center Site 9/11 Memorial

Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013  

Broadway, Here We Come! 
Kinky Boots

ORCHESTRA SEATS!   
Al Hirschfeld Theatre * Pre–Show Lunch 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 MATINEE  

a tour around the place and check out 
Katz’s photo gallery—a who’s who of  
pop culture. 

This afternoon we will tour the High 
Line, a new park created from a former 
raised railway. It’s  is the perfect place to 
experience New York, while seeing the 
city and its residences. Modeled after the 
Promenade Plantee in Paris, the raised 
railway was saved from destruction and 
transformed into a unique park. It runs 
up the west side of  Manhattan from 14th 
to 30th Street. Because it is two-stories 
above street level, it offers a unique view 
of  the city. Your guide will point out the 
sights both on and off  the High Line plus 
give the history of  this unique park and 
what it was in its former life. The plants, 
green spaces, and gardens of  the High 

sible. Featuring a sensational new score, 
knockout dancing and a spectacularly up-
lifting story, Kinky Boots is the must-see 
new musical that proves that sometimes, 
the best way to fit in is to stand out!

Delicious pre-show lunch at DaRosina 
Ristorante in the Theater District.  Choose 
an appetizer, main course and dessert that 
day from a wonderful Italian menu.

Depart: 7:30a Emanuel Synagogue, West 
Hartford 7:50a.m.; Commuter Lot, 500 
Main St., East Hartford (note new location). 
Return ETA: 7:30 p.m. East Hartford; 8:00 
p.m. West Hartford. Cost: $178 pp mem-
bers; $182 pp nonmembers based on 40-50 
passengers; payment due with reservation 
No refunds on daytrips. Please provide 
a substitute. Please make checks payable 
to CHS & mail to: Friendship Tours, 533 
Cottage Grove Rd, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
860-243-1630

We begin our day in Manhat-
tan with a stop at the 911 
Memorial. honoring the lives 

of  those who were lost is at the heart of  
this memorial. Occupying 8 of  the 16 
acres the World Trade Center, the Me-
morial will be a tribute to the past and a 
place of  hope for the future. The nearly 
3,000 names of  every person who died 
in the terrorist attacks on Feb 26, 1993 
and September 11, 2001 are inscribed in 
bronze on parapets surrounding the twin 
memorial pools. 

Lunch will be on our own today at 
the legendary Katz’s Deli where they 
have been serving famous pastrami sand-
wiches since 1898. Pastrami, corned beef, 
pickles, knishes, bialys, blintzes, cheesecake 
and more.... After we finish noshing, take 

This SMASH HIT won 6 TONY 
AWARDS including Best Musi-
cal of  the year! Get your pay-

ment in to reserve your ticket… 
From pop icon Cyndi Lauper and 

four-time Tony Award winner Harvey 
Fierstein comes the exhilarating new 
musical Kinky Boots, directed and cho-
reographed by Tony Award winner Jerry 
Mitchell. 

Charlie Price has suddenly inherited 
his father’s shoe factory, which is on the 
verge of  bankruptcy. Trying to live up 
to his father’s legacy and save his family 
business, Charlie finds inspiration in the 
form of  Lola, a fabulous entertainer in 
need of  some sturdy stilettos. As they 
work to turn the factory around, this 
unlikely pair finds that they have more 
in common than they ever dreamed pos-

Line will be in bloom with fall flowers 
and plants. The park’s perennials, grasses, 
shrubs and trees were chosen for their 
hardiness, sustainability, textural and color 
variation, with a focus on native species. 

Depart: 7:00 am, The Emanuel Syna-
gogue, 160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford 
7:30 a.m.; Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. 
(next to the State Police Union bldg), East 
Hartford (note new location). Return: 
7:00 pm, East Hartford / 7:30 pm, West 
Hartford. Cost: $72 pp members $74 pp 
nonmembers based on 40-52 passengers; 
payment due with reservation. No refunds 
on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 
Please make checks payable to CHS & mail 
to: Friendship Tours, 533 Cottage Grove Rd, 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 860-243-1630

at 7 :30 pm at the Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford.

Speakers for the rest of  the season 
include Burlington’s Carl Salsedo, who 
will give a presentation on “Meeting 
the Challenge: Creating a Garden 
That’s Sustainable” on Oct 17; Broken 
Arrow Nursery’s Adam Wheeler will 
show us ”Fruitful Shrubs for Autumn’s 
Beauty” on November 21; Dave Daly, 
from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
will discuss “Tricks for Getting Kids 
into the Garden” on January 16; Wes-
leyan University’s Michael Singer will 
show us “Insect Drama in Your Gar-
den” on February 20; Andrew Pighills 
of  English Gardens and Landscaping 
will speak about “The Stone Walls 
and Stonework of  New England and 
Old England: an Evolution” on March 
20; Christie Higginbottom of  Old 
Sturbridge Village will show us “The 
Up-to-Date Advantages of  Heirloom 
Vegetables” on April 17; “All About 
Containers: From Design to Instal-
lation” will the the topic of  a talk by 
Michael Ruggiero on May 15; and on 
June 19, acclaimed garden photog-
rapher Rob Cardillo will share his 
presentation on “Looking at Gardens 
with the Photographer’s Eye.”   

CHS Scholarship Fund 
Tops $11,000, Thanks  
to Auctions, Raffles,  
and a Special Event

CHS activities from September 2012 
through June 2013 brought in $11,132 in 
funds (after expenses of  $908) destined 
to be used for scholarships. Meeting 
raffles and auctions raised $810, while 
the Spring and Fall Auctions brought in 
a whopping $9,091 after expenses. The 
Dick Jaynes Scholarship Day of  Laurels 
in June earned $1,131 from admissions 
and the silent auction.

 Donations added another $2,210 to 
the CHS coffers. Memorial donations 
for Johannes Fijnvandraat totaled $360, 
and $880 was contributed to date in the 
Memory of  Joanne Luppi.  Contributions 
from miscellaneous sources were $970.

 Workshops, demonstrations, and 
tours sponsored by the Education Com-
mittee raised $1,525 after expenses, to be 
used for general CHS purposes.

—Ken Stubenrauch, CHS Treasurer

• Pay via secure internet link direct-
ly through our Intuit QuickBooks 
account. All members for whom 
we have email addresses will re-
ceive an electronic notice from 
our treasurer, Ken Stubenrauch, 
which invites you to easily pay via 
EFT (electronic funds transfer 
from your bank account to the 
CHS bank account) or credit card. 
When you choose this option, we 
save time and money by automati-
cally processing payments and 
forms that have been done previ-
ously by hand. 

• Pay at the September meeting 
with cash, check or credit card. 
We will have our own credit card 
processor available swiper for this 
preference.

 • Pay by mail using a check and 
your renewal form.

Our goal is to have our renewals 
complete by the end of  September 
and update all membership prefer-
ences by the end of  October.

Three Ways to Renew  
Membership for 2013-2014
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Whether a single plant bears leaves 
that lean more toward red or blue, the 
whole burgundy bunch are true garden 
workhorses. Give me an interesting-
shaped plant or leaf  in any of  those hues, 
and I’ll find a spot in the garden where it 
really belongs. Depending on the plant’s 
size and overall shape, I use plants with 
burgundy leaves as backdrops, accents, 
and groundcovers. I let the sultry hues 
of  ‘Purple Robe’ smokebush (Cotinus cog-
gygria ‘Purple Robe’) create a deep, dark 
screen against which the vivid reds of  
‘Jacob Klein’ bee balm (Monarda ‘Jacob 
Klein’) positively glow. Toward season’s 
end, acid yellow goldenrod (Solidago 
spp.)  would shimmer there too, as would 
bright red-orange sneezeweed (Helenium 
‘Coppelia’). Pinks or pastels would look 
good too, but I prefer the bolder strokes 
made by more saturated colors. 

As an accent, I like using spiky bur-
gundies like Cordyline ‘Red Sensation’ 
(Cordyline baueri ‘Red Sensation’) or New 
Zealand flax (Phormium tenax  ‘Atropurpu-
reum’). Both work well almost wherever 
they are placed. I also went through a 
phase of  uniting one of  my borders by 
relying on the repeating shapes and colors 
of  dark cannas like ‘Black Knight’, ‘Aus-
tralia’ and ‘Wyoming’ placed at regular 
intervals as accents. I still use them, but 
with a little more restraint. Burgundy 
makes good groundcover too, whether 
it’s the tendrils of  ‘Blackie’ snaking along 
the ground, a cluster of  inky coleus, or a 
colony of  dark-leaved Heuchera micanthra 
‘Palace Purple.’ 

 I’m also fond of  using trees or 
shrubs with burgundy leaves to add a 
sense of  depth to a shallow border or 
mystery to distant bed. My current fa-
vorite is ‘Diablo’ ninebark (Physocarpus 
opulifolius ‘Diablo’). This fast-growing 
shrub bears maplelike foliage that’s dark, 
dark, dark—and unlike many burgundy 
leaved plants that get greener as the 
season progresses, ‘Diablo’ stays dark 
all summer long. Using burgundy in a 
variety of  roles provides a recurring color 
motif, and helps unify the whole garden.

Purple and Gold, from page 1      

The Glories of  Gold 
While it’s hard to go too far wrong 

with burgundy, using gold foliage re-
quires a bit more finesse. First let me say 
that like burgundy, the colors I consider 
to be gold are a range of  hues ranging 
from pure yellowish gold to yellow with 
a hint of  chartreuse. For design purposes 
I consider all of  them to be gold. 

Gold’s bright sunny hues are atten-
tion getting, and too much can be, well, 
too much. Plant selection is also a bit 
more critical, because many golds burn 
in full sun, or go chartreuse in too much 
shade. And, like burgundys, gold-colored 
leaves tend to drift toward green as the 
season progresses. 

You always hear about gold bright-
ening shady spots, and it’s true. That’s 
encouraged me to use gold hostas—like 
mostly-gold ‘Kabitan’ and king-size ‘Sum 
and Substance’—along with flowing 
drifts of  golden Japanese forest grass 
(Hakonechloa macra ‘Aurea’) as edgings 
along a shady pathway. They act as 
glowing beacons to guide the way in the 
twilight. That scheme also provides a 
strong sense or repetition, which helps 
knit the garden into a whole. 

Gold makes a great background too; 
I positioned Salvia ‘Black and Blue’ so 
its cobalt flowered spires look especially 
vivid against the gold-striped leaves of  
Canna ‘Pretoria.’ I’ve also fronted For-
sythia ‘Gold Leaf ’ (Forsythia x intermedia 
‘Gold Leaf ’) with a Salvia ‘Purple Maj-
esty’ for a bold color pairing. 

Combine Burgundy and Gold for 
Maximum Impact 

Burgundy and gold both play a host 
of  roles in my garden, but for long-
lasting maximum impact from color-
ful foliage, I like combining the two.  
The union of  opposite colors always 
gets attention, and since the color come 
from foliage rather than flowers, it lasts 
and lasts.  

To get the maximum impact from my 
burgundy and gold combos, I also follow 
the basic guidelines for combining foli-
age shapes. I place fernlike foliage or long 

linear leaves against broader, rounded 
leaves like those of  a hosta. I’m always 
looking for leafy combinations based 
upon maximum contrast, and work to 
combine shapes and textures that are 
very different from each other. One of  
my favorite displays is the emerging, 
deeply cut leaves of  a Sutherland Gold 
elderberry (Sambucus nigra ‘Sutherland 
Gold’) set against the large, rounded 
bronzy leaves of  a (Ligularia dentata 
‘Othello’). Despite all advice to the con-
trary, my ligularia grow—and self  sow 
with abandon—in a full sun area, where 
the foliage of  ‘Sutherland Gold’—un-
like the leaves of  most gold elderberries 
—won’t burn and stays bright gold all 
season long.

My lavish burgundy and gold dis-
play starts in May when the incredibly 
luminous ‘Gold Leaf ’ forsythia looks 
almost radioactive alongside the deep 
ruddy burgundy of  Purpleleaf  sand 
cherry (Prunus x cistena). Then come the 
glowing mounds of  ‘Bowles Golden,’ 
alongside emerging seedlings of  the me-
tallic-sheened burgundy of  Shiso (Perilla 
frutescens), a duo backed by Purple Robe 
smokebush (Cotinus coggygria ‘Purple 
Robe’). Once these combinations flesh 
out, they last until mid October.   

Ellen Bender 
CHS Board of  Directors member 

Society
Personalities

I grew up on an organic grass-fed 
cattle farm in central Illinois. My 
husband Harry and I reside in El-

lington and still support each other’s 
interests after 40 years together. After 35 
years as an RN certified in Neonatal ICU, 
I retired from UCHC and started pursu-
ing training in another ‘Nursery’ forum. 
In 2010 I earned my Master Gardener 
Certification at Tolland. My internship 
involved many projects, any with native 
plants got priority. In 2011, I obtained 
my Accredited Organic Land Care Pro-
fessional (AOLCP) and my Advanced 
Master Gardener (AMG) status. In 2012, 
I obtained my Master Composter Certifi-
cate and opened a native plant nursery in 
my backyard: Eden’s Natives. This year I 
am working on my Certificate in Coastal 
Environmental Protection Practices.  

My passion is promoting native 
plants and their role in providing for 
our native wildlife species in the web 
of  life we all depend on.

Why and when did you join CHS?
I joined CHS after I had attended a few 
meetings around three years ago.  I soon 
realized that I was connecting with other 
gardeners throughout Connecticut and 
learning from their experiences in plant 
culture and appreciation.  

How/why did you get into 
gardening/horticulture? 
My grandmothers were both avid gar-
deners, so I learned a lot of  respect 
for the art (and necessary work) while 
knee–high to a grasshopper.  Growing up 
with daily farm chores and an extensive 

organic garden to maintain, harvest & 
preserve, the dirt is ingrained under my 
fingernails…I think it remains there still!!  

How would you describe your 
gardening style or preferences?
My garden has to be low-key, sustain-
able and basically self-care… I’m never 
there it seems… it’s a cottage garden 
with native plants kept for the use of  
local fauna… a veritable wildlife sanctum 
where all (mostly… I really hate the lily 
beetles!) are welcome.  

What do you like best about your 
garden?
The best features in my garden are the 
colorful birds, butterflies and other wild-
life that raise their young here and make 
it their home.     

What is your biggest gardening 
success?  
I seem to be most successful collecting 
seed, and propagating local eco-type 
native plants. Starting Eden’s Natives 
Nursery in my backyard in 2012 was in-
spiring.  Now the hunt is on for a farm to 
grow the fledgling nursery into a Native 
Plant Wildlife Habitat Education Center 
complete with a natural history library 
and demonstration gardens.  

Which plant(s) do you wish you 
could grow but can’t?
Turkey Beard or Bear Grass (Xerophyllum 
asphodeloides) has been top on my list of  
want-to-haves ever since I saw the speci-
men growing at Garden in the Woods. I 
would love seeds of  this species to try 
growing it.     

What garden(s) do you like most to 
visit and why?  
I love visiting any garden to forage for 
photo opportunities, and I won’t pass 
up any offer of  seed sharing, but I do 
have favorites. Garden in the Woods at 
the New England Wild Flower Society 
in Framingham, MA, has various habitat 
displays of  natives. Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary just over the Connecticut 
border in Monson, MA is great for trail 
walking and bird watching (their visitor 
center has a stuffed bird museum too), 
with a labeled garden of  woodland na-
tives behind deer fencing. Connecticut 
College Arboretum in New London 
offers a labeled Native Plant Collec-
tion to explore via a self-guided tour.  
The New York Botanical Garden has a 
newly opened Native Plant Garden that 
I haven’t been privileged to visit yet… 
Perhaps on an upcoming CHS trip? 

What do you like to do when you’re 
not gardening/working?
One will usually find me at one of  many 
organizations as a volunteer. Almost any 
group trying to protect or study the flora 
and fauna of  North America can tempt 
me into becoming a part of  their edu-
cation and outreach efforts. However, 
any spare time I have is spent trying to 
catch up on my reading. Gardening with 
wildlife and native plants is my favorite 
subject, whether it is books, blogs or 
other internet postings.  

Tracy Burrell, Groton

Jaq Coleman, Fairfield

Guelda Davis, Simsbury

Sharon Eiter, Broad Brook

Linda Jensen, Avon

Carol Salsbury, Tolland

Kristine Urbanik, Glastonbury

Jane Wein, West Hartford

 Memberships: 781 
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Whether a single plant bears leaves 
that lean more toward red or blue, the 
whole burgundy bunch are true garden 
workhorses. Give me an interesting-
shaped plant or leaf  in any of  those hues, 
and I’ll find a spot in the garden where it 
really belongs. Depending on the plant’s 
size and overall shape, I use plants with 
burgundy leaves as backdrops, accents, 
and groundcovers. I let the sultry hues 
of  ‘Purple Robe’ smokebush (Cotinus cog-
gygria ‘Purple Robe’) create a deep, dark 
screen against which the vivid reds of  
‘Jacob Klein’ bee balm (Monarda ‘Jacob 
Klein’) positively glow. Toward season’s 
end, acid yellow goldenrod (Solidago 
spp.)  would shimmer there too, as would 
bright red-orange sneezeweed (Helenium 
‘Coppelia’). Pinks or pastels would look 
good too, but I prefer the bolder strokes 
made by more saturated colors. 

As an accent, I like using spiky bur-
gundies like Cordyline ‘Red Sensation’ 
(Cordyline baueri ‘Red Sensation’) or New 
Zealand flax (Phormium tenax  ‘Atropurpu-
reum’). Both work well almost wherever 
they are placed. I also went through a 
phase of  uniting one of  my borders by 
relying on the repeating shapes and colors 
of  dark cannas like ‘Black Knight’, ‘Aus-
tralia’ and ‘Wyoming’ placed at regular 
intervals as accents. I still use them, but 
with a little more restraint. Burgundy 
makes good groundcover too, whether 
it’s the tendrils of  ‘Blackie’ snaking along 
the ground, a cluster of  inky coleus, or a 
colony of  dark-leaved Heuchera micanthra 
‘Palace Purple.’ 

 I’m also fond of  using trees or 
shrubs with burgundy leaves to add a 
sense of  depth to a shallow border or 
mystery to distant bed. My current fa-
vorite is ‘Diablo’ ninebark (Physocarpus 
opulifolius ‘Diablo’). This fast-growing 
shrub bears maplelike foliage that’s dark, 
dark, dark—and unlike many burgundy 
leaved plants that get greener as the 
season progresses, ‘Diablo’ stays dark 
all summer long. Using burgundy in a 
variety of  roles provides a recurring color 
motif, and helps unify the whole garden.

Purple and Gold, from page 1      

The Glories of  Gold 
While it’s hard to go too far wrong 

with burgundy, using gold foliage re-
quires a bit more finesse. First let me say 
that like burgundy, the colors I consider 
to be gold are a range of  hues ranging 
from pure yellowish gold to yellow with 
a hint of  chartreuse. For design purposes 
I consider all of  them to be gold. 

Gold’s bright sunny hues are atten-
tion getting, and too much can be, well, 
too much. Plant selection is also a bit 
more critical, because many golds burn 
in full sun, or go chartreuse in too much 
shade. And, like burgundys, gold-colored 
leaves tend to drift toward green as the 
season progresses. 

You always hear about gold bright-
ening shady spots, and it’s true. That’s 
encouraged me to use gold hostas—like 
mostly-gold ‘Kabitan’ and king-size ‘Sum 
and Substance’—along with flowing 
drifts of  golden Japanese forest grass 
(Hakonechloa macra ‘Aurea’) as edgings 
along a shady pathway. They act as 
glowing beacons to guide the way in the 
twilight. That scheme also provides a 
strong sense or repetition, which helps 
knit the garden into a whole. 

Gold makes a great background too; 
I positioned Salvia ‘Black and Blue’ so 
its cobalt flowered spires look especially 
vivid against the gold-striped leaves of  
Canna ‘Pretoria.’ I’ve also fronted For-
sythia ‘Gold Leaf ’ (Forsythia x intermedia 
‘Gold Leaf ’) with a Salvia ‘Purple Maj-
esty’ for a bold color pairing. 

Combine Burgundy and Gold for 
Maximum Impact 

Burgundy and gold both play a host 
of  roles in my garden, but for long-
lasting maximum impact from color-
ful foliage, I like combining the two.  
The union of  opposite colors always 
gets attention, and since the color come 
from foliage rather than flowers, it lasts 
and lasts.  

To get the maximum impact from my 
burgundy and gold combos, I also follow 
the basic guidelines for combining foli-
age shapes. I place fernlike foliage or long 

linear leaves against broader, rounded 
leaves like those of  a hosta. I’m always 
looking for leafy combinations based 
upon maximum contrast, and work to 
combine shapes and textures that are 
very different from each other. One of  
my favorite displays is the emerging, 
deeply cut leaves of  a Sutherland Gold 
elderberry (Sambucus nigra ‘Sutherland 
Gold’) set against the large, rounded 
bronzy leaves of  a (Ligularia dentata 
‘Othello’). Despite all advice to the con-
trary, my ligularia grow—and self  sow 
with abandon—in a full sun area, where 
the foliage of  ‘Sutherland Gold’—un-
like the leaves of  most gold elderberries 
—won’t burn and stays bright gold all 
season long.

My lavish burgundy and gold dis-
play starts in May when the incredibly 
luminous ‘Gold Leaf ’ forsythia looks 
almost radioactive alongside the deep 
ruddy burgundy of  Purpleleaf  sand 
cherry (Prunus x cistena). Then come the 
glowing mounds of  ‘Bowles Golden,’ 
alongside emerging seedlings of  the me-
tallic-sheened burgundy of  Shiso (Perilla 
frutescens), a duo backed by Purple Robe 
smokebush (Cotinus coggygria ‘Purple 
Robe’). Once these combinations flesh 
out, they last until mid October.   

Ellen Bender 
CHS Board of  Directors member 

Society
Personalities

I grew up on an organic grass-fed 
cattle farm in central Illinois. My 
husband Harry and I reside in El-

lington and still support each other’s 
interests after 40 years together. After 35 
years as an RN certified in Neonatal ICU, 
I retired from UCHC and started pursu-
ing training in another ‘Nursery’ forum. 
In 2010 I earned my Master Gardener 
Certification at Tolland. My internship 
involved many projects, any with native 
plants got priority. In 2011, I obtained 
my Accredited Organic Land Care Pro-
fessional (AOLCP) and my Advanced 
Master Gardener (AMG) status. In 2012, 
I obtained my Master Composter Certifi-
cate and opened a native plant nursery in 
my backyard: Eden’s Natives. This year I 
am working on my Certificate in Coastal 
Environmental Protection Practices.  

My passion is promoting native 
plants and their role in providing for 
our native wildlife species in the web 
of  life we all depend on.

Why and when did you join CHS?
I joined CHS after I had attended a few 
meetings around three years ago.  I soon 
realized that I was connecting with other 
gardeners throughout Connecticut and 
learning from their experiences in plant 
culture and appreciation.  

How/why did you get into 
gardening/horticulture? 
My grandmothers were both avid gar-
deners, so I learned a lot of  respect 
for the art (and necessary work) while 
knee–high to a grasshopper.  Growing up 
with daily farm chores and an extensive 

organic garden to maintain, harvest & 
preserve, the dirt is ingrained under my 
fingernails…I think it remains there still!!  

How would you describe your 
gardening style or preferences?
My garden has to be low-key, sustain-
able and basically self-care… I’m never 
there it seems… it’s a cottage garden 
with native plants kept for the use of  
local fauna… a veritable wildlife sanctum 
where all (mostly… I really hate the lily 
beetles!) are welcome.  

What do you like best about your 
garden?
The best features in my garden are the 
colorful birds, butterflies and other wild-
life that raise their young here and make 
it their home.     

What is your biggest gardening 
success?  
I seem to be most successful collecting 
seed, and propagating local eco-type 
native plants. Starting Eden’s Natives 
Nursery in my backyard in 2012 was in-
spiring.  Now the hunt is on for a farm to 
grow the fledgling nursery into a Native 
Plant Wildlife Habitat Education Center 
complete with a natural history library 
and demonstration gardens.  

Which plant(s) do you wish you 
could grow but can’t?
Turkey Beard or Bear Grass (Xerophyllum 
asphodeloides) has been top on my list of  
want-to-haves ever since I saw the speci-
men growing at Garden in the Woods. I 
would love seeds of  this species to try 
growing it.     

What garden(s) do you like most to 
visit and why?  
I love visiting any garden to forage for 
photo opportunities, and I won’t pass 
up any offer of  seed sharing, but I do 
have favorites. Garden in the Woods at 
the New England Wild Flower Society 
in Framingham, MA, has various habitat 
displays of  natives. Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary just over the Connecticut 
border in Monson, MA is great for trail 
walking and bird watching (their visitor 
center has a stuffed bird museum too), 
with a labeled garden of  woodland na-
tives behind deer fencing. Connecticut 
College Arboretum in New London 
offers a labeled Native Plant Collec-
tion to explore via a self-guided tour.  
The New York Botanical Garden has a 
newly opened Native Plant Garden that 
I haven’t been privileged to visit yet… 
Perhaps on an upcoming CHS trip? 

What do you like to do when you’re 
not gardening/working?
One will usually find me at one of  many 
organizations as a volunteer. Almost any 
group trying to protect or study the flora 
and fauna of  North America can tempt 
me into becoming a part of  their edu-
cation and outreach efforts. However, 
any spare time I have is spent trying to 
catch up on my reading. Gardening with 
wildlife and native plants is my favorite 
subject, whether it is books, blogs or 
other internet postings.  

Tracy Burrell, Groton

Jaq Coleman, Fairfield

Guelda Davis, Simsbury

Sharon Eiter, Broad Brook

Linda Jensen, Avon

Carol Salsbury, Tolland

Kristine Urbanik, Glastonbury

Jane Wein, West Hartford

 Memberships: 781 
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 17

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

September Meeting to be Held  
Tuesday, Sept 17; Speaker David Culp  

Featured in The New York Times

Yes you read that that right, 
our September meeting will 
be held Tuesday, September 

17, NOT on our usual Thursday. Da-
vid Culp, the meeting’s speaker, was 
recently featured in the New York 
Times as the subject of  “3,000 Plants, 
and Then Some” by the Times’ garden 
writer Ann Raver. Some excerpts:

“Over the years, I have trailed af-
ter him through well-known gardens, 
crouched over the tiny petals of  rare 
snowdrops (many of  the thousands 
that bloom here he bred himself) and 
listened to him lecture on the art of  
the winter garden (he breeds his own 
Brandywine Hybrid hellebores, too,  
in dark reds, apricots, spotted pinks, 
pale greens)...Now I was with the 
wizard again.”

“As spring moves into summer, this 
two-acre garden in the Brandywine 
Valley is a little like an opera. Tall 
foxgloves and giant purple alliums in 
the wide borders will soon give way 
to black hollyhocks, yellow rudbeckias 
and bronze paddle-shaped cannas. The 
wooded hillside, an acre of  snowdrops 
and hellebores in winter that blooms 
with white dogwoods in spring, is 
now alight with white hydrangeas and 
magnolias, and little waves of  golden 
Hakanochloa macra (sic), or Japanese 
forest grass.”

“Last fall, Timber Press published 
his first book, “The Layered Garden: 
Design Lessons for Year-Round Beau-
ty From Brandywine Cottage,” (Tim-
ber Press, 2012, written with Adam 
Levine, with photographs by Rob 
Cardillo) contains a wealth of  ideas, as 
well as images of  plant combinations 
that are striking in their form, color 
and texture...I devoured it.”.

On Tuesday, Sept 17 we can all 
be with the wizard when David Culp 
speaks about “The Layered Garden” 

New York City’s High Line Park   
Lunch at Katz’s Deli * World Trade Center Site 9/11 Memorial

Thursday, Sept. 12, 2013  

Broadway, Here We Come! 
Kinky Boots

ORCHESTRA SEATS!   
Al Hirschfeld Theatre * Pre–Show Lunch 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 MATINEE  

a tour around the place and check out 
Katz’s photo gallery—a who’s who of  
pop culture. 

This afternoon we will tour the High 
Line, a new park created from a former 
raised railway. It’s  is the perfect place to 
experience New York, while seeing the 
city and its residences. Modeled after the 
Promenade Plantee in Paris, the raised 
railway was saved from destruction and 
transformed into a unique park. It runs 
up the west side of  Manhattan from 14th 
to 30th Street. Because it is two-stories 
above street level, it offers a unique view 
of  the city. Your guide will point out the 
sights both on and off  the High Line plus 
give the history of  this unique park and 
what it was in its former life. The plants, 
green spaces, and gardens of  the High 

sible. Featuring a sensational new score, 
knockout dancing and a spectacularly up-
lifting story, Kinky Boots is the must-see 
new musical that proves that sometimes, 
the best way to fit in is to stand out!

Delicious pre-show lunch at DaRosina 
Ristorante in the Theater District.  Choose 
an appetizer, main course and dessert that 
day from a wonderful Italian menu.

Depart: 7:30a Emanuel Synagogue, West 
Hartford 7:50a.m.; Commuter Lot, 500 
Main St., East Hartford (note new location). 
Return ETA: 7:30 p.m. East Hartford; 8:00 
p.m. West Hartford. Cost: $178 pp mem-
bers; $182 pp nonmembers based on 40-50 
passengers; payment due with reservation 
No refunds on daytrips. Please provide 
a substitute. Please make checks payable 
to CHS & mail to: Friendship Tours, 533 
Cottage Grove Rd, Bloomfield, CT 06002 
860-243-1630

We begin our day in Manhat-
tan with a stop at the 911 
Memorial. honoring the lives 

of  those who were lost is at the heart of  
this memorial. Occupying 8 of  the 16 
acres the World Trade Center, the Me-
morial will be a tribute to the past and a 
place of  hope for the future. The nearly 
3,000 names of  every person who died 
in the terrorist attacks on Feb 26, 1993 
and September 11, 2001 are inscribed in 
bronze on parapets surrounding the twin 
memorial pools. 

Lunch will be on our own today at 
the legendary Katz’s Deli where they 
have been serving famous pastrami sand-
wiches since 1898. Pastrami, corned beef, 
pickles, knishes, bialys, blintzes, cheesecake 
and more.... After we finish noshing, take 

This SMASH HIT won 6 TONY 
AWARDS including Best Musi-
cal of  the year! Get your pay-

ment in to reserve your ticket… 
From pop icon Cyndi Lauper and 

four-time Tony Award winner Harvey 
Fierstein comes the exhilarating new 
musical Kinky Boots, directed and cho-
reographed by Tony Award winner Jerry 
Mitchell. 

Charlie Price has suddenly inherited 
his father’s shoe factory, which is on the 
verge of  bankruptcy. Trying to live up 
to his father’s legacy and save his family 
business, Charlie finds inspiration in the 
form of  Lola, a fabulous entertainer in 
need of  some sturdy stilettos. As they 
work to turn the factory around, this 
unlikely pair finds that they have more 
in common than they ever dreamed pos-

Line will be in bloom with fall flowers 
and plants. The park’s perennials, grasses, 
shrubs and trees were chosen for their 
hardiness, sustainability, textural and color 
variation, with a focus on native species. 

Depart: 7:00 am, The Emanuel Syna-
gogue, 160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford 
7:30 a.m.; Park & Ride Lot, 500 Main St. 
(next to the State Police Union bldg), East 
Hartford (note new location). Return: 
7:00 pm, East Hartford / 7:30 pm, West 
Hartford. Cost: $72 pp members $74 pp 
nonmembers based on 40-52 passengers; 
payment due with reservation. No refunds 
on daytrips. Please provide a substitute. 
Please make checks payable to CHS & mail 
to: Friendship Tours, 533 Cottage Grove Rd, 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 860-243-1630

at 7 :30 pm at the Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford.

Speakers for the rest of  the season 
include Burlington’s Carl Salsedo, who 
will give a presentation on “Meeting 
the Challenge: Creating a Garden 
That’s Sustainable” on Oct 17; Broken 
Arrow Nursery’s Adam Wheeler will 
show us ”Fruitful Shrubs for Autumn’s 
Beauty” on November 21; Dave Daly, 
from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
will discuss “Tricks for Getting Kids 
into the Garden” on January 16; Wes-
leyan University’s Michael Singer will 
show us “Insect Drama in Your Gar-
den” on February 20; Andrew Pighills 
of  English Gardens and Landscaping 
will speak about “The Stone Walls 
and Stonework of  New England and 
Old England: an Evolution” on March 
20; Christie Higginbottom of  Old 
Sturbridge Village will show us “The 
Up-to-Date Advantages of  Heirloom 
Vegetables” on April 17; “All About 
Containers: From Design to Instal-
lation” will the the topic of  a talk by 
Michael Ruggiero on May 15; and on 
June 19, acclaimed garden photog-
rapher Rob Cardillo will share his 
presentation on “Looking at Gardens 
with the Photographer’s Eye.”   

CHS Scholarship Fund 
Tops $11,000, Thanks  
to Auctions, Raffles,  
and a Special Event

CHS activities from September 2012 
through June 2013 brought in $11,132 in 
funds (after expenses of  $908) destined 
to be used for scholarships. Meeting 
raffles and auctions raised $810, while 
the Spring and Fall Auctions brought in 
a whopping $9,091 after expenses. The 
Dick Jaynes Scholarship Day of  Laurels 
in June earned $1,131 from admissions 
and the silent auction.

 Donations added another $2,210 to 
the CHS coffers. Memorial donations 
for Johannes Fijnvandraat totaled $360, 
and $880 was contributed to date in the 
Memory of  Joanne Luppi.  Contributions 
from miscellaneous sources were $970.

 Workshops, demonstrations, and 
tours sponsored by the Education Com-
mittee raised $1,525 after expenses, to be 
used for general CHS purposes.

—Ken Stubenrauch, CHS Treasurer

• Pay via secure internet link direct-
ly through our Intuit QuickBooks 
account. All members for whom 
we have email addresses will re-
ceive an electronic notice from 
our treasurer, Ken Stubenrauch, 
which invites you to easily pay via 
EFT (electronic funds transfer 
from your bank account to the 
CHS bank account) or credit card. 
When you choose this option, we 
save time and money by automati-
cally processing payments and 
forms that have been done previ-
ously by hand. 

• Pay at the September meeting 
with cash, check or credit card. 
We will have our own credit card 
processor available swiper for this 
preference.

 • Pay by mail using a check and 
your renewal form.

Our goal is to have our renewals 
complete by the end of  September 
and update all membership prefer-
ences by the end of  October.

Three Ways to Renew  
Membership for 2013-2014



Connecticut
Horticultural Society

2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

(860) 529-8713

fax: (860) 563-2217
email: connhort@gmail.com

website: www.cthort.org

Office & Library Hours
Tuesday & Thursday

11 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Steve Silk
CHS Director of  Communications

74 Prattling Pond Road
Farmington, CT 06032

cthortnews@yahoo.com

Send Membership Information 
& Direct General Questions To:

Bonnie Penders
Office Administrator

2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067
 

Membership Dues:
Individual ........................................... $40
Individual Senior (65+) ................... $35
Family ................................................. $50
Senior Family (65+) ......................... $45
Sustaining ........................................ $100
Business & Organization ................ $60
Student (full time with 
valid ID) .............................................free

Contributions are tax-exempt to the extent 
permitted under Section 170 of  the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Code. Reproduction 
of  the CHS Newsletter in whole or part 
without prior permission is prohibited.  
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Letter from the President
Dear Gardening Friends, 

As the thermometer peaks toward triple digits, I hope 
you can finally grab a cold glass of  something and make 
a break for that hammock. You know, the one you hardly 
ever get to swing in. It always looks like a nice place to 
relax. There it is-surrounded by artfully placed plantings: 
mounds, spikes, ramblers… variegated foliage setting off  
solid shades, chartreuses brightening and silvers lightening 
the shady spots. 

Somehow, on my way to that hammock, my hands 
always end up back in the soil. Three feet of  runaway 
campanula brings me to a stop, drop and yank. A flopping 
helenium, needs a stake—I run back up and grab some bamboo. A few steps later., 
hmm, missed deadheading those ’gone bys.’ I snap off  the spent blooms and drop 
them in the composter. Then I notice my ginger tea is gone. I toss leftover ice cubes 
into a planter…and my minutes to stare skyward are pfffft—over. The hammock-
with its new pillow, coverlet and tiki torches--is stood up once again. Indeed what 
matters is that the artful setting we worked so hard to create must be ‘just so’ so that 
others can swing in the shade, no? 

This reminds me of  the chairpersons who run our committees. They spend 
extraordinary amounts of  personal time organizing the logistics of  our events, 
workshops, and meetings—which they also pay to attend—and then miss lots of  the 
event because they are making sure the ‘view from the hammock’ is right for the rest 
of  us.  Fran Schoell, the late Joanne Luppi, Leslie Shields, Elaine Widmer, Christine 
Pane, Kevin Wilcox, Joan Stubenrauch, Herb Issacson, Karen Ellsworth, Lynn Cavo, 
Steve Silk, Sharon Mann, Colleen Fitzpatrick-Michelson and David Smith deserve our 
thanks for their above and beyond work heading up CHS’s all-volunteer committees. 
We are truly grateful for all that they do, all year long.

In this issue, don’t miss a preview of  our upcoming speakers (September’s meet-
ing is a TUESDAY Sept. 17th with author, gardener and plant breeder David Culp); 
and a Fall Education workshops update from Joan Stubenrauch and the Education 
Committee. One last note: beginning this fall we will be sending to all members for 
whom we have email addresses, the electronic version of  our newsletter. As time goes 
on, the electronic version will feature exclusive extended coverage that will not be 
included in the printed version. Your paper copy will come as usual per your request.

In the meantime: don’t forget your sunscreen!

Nancy B.

In Memorian: Joanne Luppi

CHS lost one its most stalwart, 
dedicated members when Joanne 
Luppi passed away June 8. Even 

her passing spoke of  Joanne’s love of  
CHS. Friday June 7 she spent the evening 
among gardening friends at a potluck 
dinner hosted by Nancy Brennick and 
attended by many of  those on the board 
of  directors and other CHS friends, drove 
home with Fran Schoell, her neighbor 
and inseparable colleague in things hor-
ticultural and, well, just about everything 
else too. Back at the home where she had 
gardened for nearly 50 years, Joanne suf-
fered a massive coronary attack.

Anyone who has ever attended one 
of  our monthly meetings knows Joanne. 
At almost every one she would announce 

the upcoming offerings for our educa-
tional workshops, many of  which she 
planned and organized. Joanne was a 
teacher all her life-at her church’s private 
nursery school in South Glastonbury and 
at Portland Middle School. She was an 
avid birder and member of  the Matta-
beseck Audubon Society, and a passion-
ate potter at Wesleyan Potters. 

 Joanne’s 1991 retirement marked 
a new direction for her passion for 
education. She taught a neighbor’s son 
and the lessons must have been a suc-
cess, because Joanne was soon teaching 
the boy’s mother to garden too. Joanne 
joined CHS and before long was engaged 
in planning everything educational, 
from workshops to our bi-annual sym-

posiums. Her 
efforts won 
her the CHS 
2 0 1 2  S e r -
vice Award, 
w h i c h  s h e 
shared with 
Fran Schoell, 
whose dedica-
tion to CHS 
matches Joanne’s. 

Joanne will be forever missed by all 
who knew her. Memorial contributions 
may be made to in her  name to the 
Wesleyan Potters Education Commit-
tee, or the Conn. Horticultural Society 
Scholarship Fund. We’ve received more 
than $800 in donations so far.   

Leslie Shields Named 2013 CHS Service Award Winner  

CHS members have nothing but 
praise for Leslie Shields and for 
what she has done-and con-

tinues to do-for horticulture. Leslie is 
considered an expert plantsman and her 
knowledge of  plant material is sought 
by many in the field. You can’t mention 
CHS without including Leslie’s name in 
the same sentence. Leslie joined CHS 
more than 15 years ago and since then 
has been involved in just about every 
facet of  the organization from running 
raffles at the monthly program meetings 
to co-chairing the spring and fall plant 
auctions to serving on the Board of  
Directors and the Education Commit-
tee. As if  that weren’t enough, each year 
she adds her creative touch to the CHS 
Hartford Flower Show. And yes, Leslie 
is also head of  The Hardy Plant Society, 
a complementary organization to CHS.  

When asked what keeps her engaged 
in CHS, Leslie says, “I like the people; 
the social aspect. I also like being useful 
and learning new things. Being at the 
forefront of  what’s going on in horti-
culture is very invigorating.” CHS offers 
many opportunities to get involved, and 
Leslie’s advice to new members is to 

find something you like to do and do it. 
There’s something for everyone in this 
plant community.

When asked what she thought when 
Elaine Widmer told her she had won the 
2013 CHS Service Award, Leslie said, “I 
thought Elaine made a mistake. There are 
so many other deserving CHS members. 
I try to follow Fran Schoell’s and Joanne 
Luppi’s leads. I see them and others in 
the organization as my mentors.” (Fran 
and Joanne shared the CHS Service 
Award in 2012; Joanne passed away in 
June (see article above).

A native of  central Connecticut, Les-
lie grew up living next door to her ma-
ternal grandmother Nana. Leslie credits 
her grandmother for her passion for life 
and horticulture. Nana shared her love of  
gardening, teaching Leslie the names of  
the wild plants and showing her how to 
harvest food on an acre of  land. “Nana 
could make anything grow,” says Leslie.  

Leslie’s personal garden at home in 
Plainville reflects her roots. It began as an 
English cottage garden, but she has made 
modifications one bed at a time, adding 
conifers, flowering shrubs, and trees. In 
addition to her passionate for horticul-

ture, Leslie has been zealous about educa-
tion, having taught biology for 35 years 
in Southington. During her tenure as a 
teacher, Leslie was active in the Cetacean 
Society International, an all-volunteer, 
non-profit conservation, education and 
research organization, working on behalf  
of  whales, dolphins and porpoises and 
their marine environment.  

A naturalist, a biologist, a botanist, 
a zoologist, an environmentalist and an 
ecologist... these are a few of  the words 
that describe CHS’s 2013 Service Award 
winner Leslie Shields. Congratulations 
Leslie. You are a wonder.  

 —Marcia Kuck

Leslie Shields receives the 2013 Service 
Award form CHS president Nancy 
Brennick



Connecticut Horticultural Society
2433 Main Street
Rocky Hill, CT  06067

     

Leaves of Burgundy and Gold Add Drama
by Steve Silk

I built my garden leaf  by leaf. Foli-
age, for me, is the foundation upon 
which a good garden is built. The 

passing parade of  perennial flowers 
makes only a fleeting contribution to 
a garden’s beauty, but the leaves do the 
heavy lifting, lending their varied shapes 
and textures to the garden from earliest 
spring to latest fall. Foliage, artfully com-
bined, provides structure to a garden, 
creating a sturdy framework for more 
ephemeral flowers.  

But there’s more to leaves than shape 
and texture. As a fancier of  foliage, I’m 
drawn to leaves with color. And of  all 
the varied colors that enliven leaves, 
I’m most drawn to the radiant hues of  
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
Aug. 10 – Deadline for Sept. newsletter 

submissions

Sept. 5 – Board Meeting Rocky Hill

Sept. 17 – Program meeting, David 
Culp, “The Layered Garden”  
(note day and date change from  
usual third Thursday)

burgundy and gold. To me they are the 
colors of  royalty, bringing to mind kings 
and queens crowned with gold and 
cloaked in rich dusky reds. These colors 
bring a sense of  majesty to the garden 
as well. Colorists call this dynamic duo a 
complement, a pairing whose members 
reside on opposite sides of  the color 
wheel. They are as different as colors can 
be, and when situated side by side, these 
energetic partners all but shout “Look at 
me!” Naysayers complain that the effect is 
a bit much, and while it can be overdone, 
I find the vitality these colors bring to a 
garden—together or apart—provide es-
sential building blocks for creating vivid, 
eye-catching, foliage-based structure that 
carries the garden from one end of  the 
season to the other. To understand how 
these imperial hues command attention 
in the garden, it helps to consider each 
one in its own right. 

The Beauty of  Burgundy
Take burgundy. I’ve got a thing for dark 
foliage. I love its smoky, sultry color, the 
way it can deepen a planting and lend it 
an air of  mystery at the same time. It’s 
also a great foliage contrast with almost 
any other color, so for me it’s an essential 
building block in almost any planting 
scheme I concoct. 

I regard burgundy as a range of  col-
ors comprised of  red and blue. Some 
might call specific hues black, bronze, 
purple, or chocolate, but for the sake of  
design let’s just say it’s any burgundylike 
color that wouldn’t look overly alarming 
if  it flowed from a bottle of  wine. In 
whatever incarnation, this red-blue du-
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Burgundy and gold leaves pump up the 
contrast in this mixed container. The 
massive, architectural, burgundy-tinged 
leaves of red Abyssinian banana rise  
from a golden swath of ‘Margarita’  
sweet potato vine.

ality gives burgundy the ability to flatter 
almost any other hue. While fiddling with 
my container plantings I discovered that 
an appropriately scaled burgundy leaved 
plant can serve as a go-between to link 
two hues that otherwise might not look 
good together. Burgundy’s diplomatic 
nature pacifies any border dispute arising 
from clashing colors. I often use it as a 
design pivot point to soothe the transi-
tion between one color and another. 

While easy-going burgundy serves 
contentedly with almost any hue, my 
gardening friend Sydney Eddison showed 
me a trick to refining closely wrought 
color harmonies. While planning a con-
tainer grouping, she flipped over a leaf  
on a ‘Blackie’ sweet potato vine (Ipomoea 
batatas ‘Blackie’) to reveal a distinct red-
dish cast. Sydney went on to say that look-
ing at the underside of  a burgundy-hued 
leaf  often provides a clue as to whether 
the color is more red or more blue. That 
leaf  bottom’s reddish tinge was evidence 
enough to show me that ‘blackie’ makes a 
more harmonious partner for hot colors 
than cool. Now whenever I’m in doubt 
about the true color of  a leaf, I turn it 
over for a quick assessment. 

“Plants for Fall and Winter Interest” 
Tuesday, October 8

CHS office, 2433 Main Street, Rocky Hill

“Plants for Fall and Winter Interest” will be the topic of  the first CHS Education Committee Program  
event for the coming year. Plantsman Kevin Wilcox, founder of  Silver Spring Nursery in Bloomfield 
and maestro of  woody plants, will share his favorite trees and shrubs for fall and winter, along with tips 
on their care, and no doubt a humorous anecdote or two, during an hour long talk at the CHS office in 
Rocky Hill Tuesday, October at 7 p.m. “We will discuss the various features for fall and winter interest, 
such as colorful foliage, exfoliating bark and flowers,” he says. “A slide presentation will accompany the 
talk, highlighting the exceptional attributes of  these plants.” Cost: $10 for members; $15 for nonmembers. 
To register call CHS Office (860) 529 8713.
 
Still in the planning stages are “A Demonstration of   Holiday Arrangements”—a workshop devoted 
to teaching quick and easy ways to make attractive seasonal arrangements, which will be presented by 
floral designer and Accredited Federation Judge Kris Urbanik this November at the Comstock & Ferre 
Barn in Wethersfield, and a “Terrarium Workshop” to be held in January at Woodland Gardens, 168 
Woodland Street, in Manchester.

For more information or to register, call the CHS office (860) 529 8713.

Education Committee Programs


