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Garden Tourism by the Numbers 
by Richard Benfield

Like most things in life, my introduc-
tion to gardening started quite 
innocuously in August 1997 as I 

was about to take up the first tenure-track 
position in tourism at Central Connecti-
cut State University. I was sitting outside 
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
Pa., while my wife was inside doing, I 
presumed, what master gardeners do. 
Having fumed for 20 minutes, wonder-
ing what the heck she could be looking 
at, I turned my attention to the large 
numbers of  tour buses disgorging large 
numbers of  visitors at the entrance. I 
panicked when I realized I had no data 
on garden visitation for my upcoming 
fall lectures.

I called the American Association of  
Botanic Gardens and Arboreta and was 
told by the helpful director, Nancy Moran, 
that no such aggregated data exist, since each 
garden may or may not keep track of  its own 
statistics. I asked Nancy if  she would help me get 
such data. She agreed and put me in touch with the gardens. I 
have been collecting those data ever since.

Jim Charlier at Buffalo Garden Walk in New York – which, 
by the way, is a fantastic two-day event that features 376 open 
gardens and attracts 50,000 visitors – now calls me the world’s 
authority on tourism to gardens. I quickly tell him that I am the 
only person doing it so I am hardly an authority!  

It became apparent fairly early on in my research that the 
world has a great many gardens and that what data exist on 
them vary in form, focus and sophistication. For many years 
I visited gardens in just about every city on every continent, 
collecting photos and information, and I wrote about gardens, 
garden visitation and the specific market segments comprising 
the people who use gardens. 

It was a great research agenda. In 2005, I made the big mis-
take of  boasting to a book editor just how important gardens 

Celebrating 125 Years

 
In This Issue

Speaker program Page 3

Garden-home symposium        Pages 4-5

Treasurer’s report      Page 6

Traveling with CHS      Pages 7-8 

Learn With CHS

The CHS Education Committee is pleased to offer the following October 
program. And don’t forget the fabulous “Garden Home in All Seasons” Nov. 
16 reception and Nov. 17 symposium with  P. Allen Smith, Tomasz Ani śko 
and Ruth Loiseau at the Mark Twain House (see pages 4 and 5). Visit www.
cthort.org for registration forms and details of education programs.

Putting the Garden To Bed 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m. 
CHS office, 2433 Main St., Rocky Hill

This presentation by CHS member and garden writer, lecturer and coach 
Colleen Plimpton will include visuals of  the tools and equipment used to 
prepare the garden for winter. She will discuss cutting plants back, plant-
ing bulbs, composting, feeding birds, caring for the lawn and other topics. 
Limit 20. Fee: CHS members, $5; nonmembers, $10. Limit: 20 

Think spring: A spring workshop on building fairy houses is in the works. 
If  you might be interested in such a class, start collecting your materials 
now. Fall is a great time to pick up seeds, pods, husks, sticks, leaves, fungi 
and anything else that captures your imagination.     

(continued on page 6)
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were to tourism: “There are more visitors to 
gardens in the United States than to Disneyland 
and Disneyworld, combined, and I am the 
only person writing about this in the United 

States.” The result of  my loose lips was that 
she made me write a book, scheduled for 
a spring 2013 release, “Garden Tour-
ism” (CABI Abingdon, England).

For a few ticklers on what I believe 
is the pre-eminent mode of  contemporary 

outdoor life – or, put in nonacademic jar-
gon – the most popular outdoor activity in 
America today, consider:

• Eighty-two percent of  American 
households are gardeners (or 92 million 
households), which is even down from 86 
percent a few years ago. Only the activity of  
walking is more popular in our country.
• More men than women garden. (In 
a 1992 survey, 40 percent of  men said they 
had gardened in the last two weeks, com-

pared with only 30 percent of  females.)
• Gardening revenues (around $30 billion a year) are higher 

than casino receipts, three times higher than amusement 
park receipts, five times higher than National Football 
League receipts and 10 times higher than receipts from the 
most popular movie ever (Avatar). 

CHS Calendar at a Glance
Oct. 4 – Board meeting, Rocky Hill

Oct. 15 – Winter CHS Newsletter 
deadline

Oct. 17 – Education program, putting 
the garden to bed, Rocky Hill  
(see below) 

Oct. 18 – Program meeting, Dan 
Furman, “The World of  Peonies” 
(see page 3)

Nov. 1 – Board meeting, Rocky Hill

Nov. 16 & 17 – “The Garden Home 
in All Seasons” symposium, Mark  
Twain House, Hartford  
(see pages 4 & 5)

 Employment 
Opportunity

CHS is looking to hire an office 
administrator for our Rocky Hill of-
fice. The position is part time, about 
50 hours a month, and requires at-
tending monthly night meetings in 
Rocky Hill and West Hartford and 
staffing the office on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Qualifications include 
mastery of  Microsoft Office, Excel 
and Access, and experience with 
Quickbooks preferred; flexibility; 
excellent organizational skills, ability 
to meet deadlines; ability to interact 
congenially with CHS members and 
the public; interest in horticulture; 
a desire to become an integral part 
of  the future of  CHS. For a job 
description, visit www.cthort.org. If  
interested, email a cover letter and 
resume to the CHS Search Commit-
tee, connhort@gmail.com.

• Eighty-two percent of  American house-
holds are gardeners (or 92 million house-
holds), which is even down from 86 percent 
a few years ago. Only the activity of  walking 
is more popular in our country.

• More men than women garden. (In a 1992 
survey, 40 percent of  men said they had 
gardened in the last two weeks, compared 
with only 30 percent of  women.)
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please remember when submitting material to include relevant information, a contact 
person’s name and phone number. Please send emails to news@cthort.org. Deadline for the Winter issue is Oct. 15.

Gardens and Art
On Thursday, Oct. 4, at noon, Richard 
Benfield of  Central Connecticut State 
University takes the West Hartford 
Garden Club on a figurative visit to the 
gardens of  Monet, Van Gogh, O’Keeffe, 
Warhol, Chihuly and other artists. Loca-
tion: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard. Guest fee, $10. Reserva-
tions required: 860-521-2439.

Herb Luncheon
The Simsbury Garden Club invites 
people to share their favorite herb 
dish, recipe and garden ideas at a free 
luncheon Monday, Oct. 15, 11:30 a.m., 
at the Apple Barn, 60 Old Farms Rd., 
West Simsbury. Visit www.simsburygar-
denclub.org.

‘Orchid Harvest’
The Connecticut Orchid Society hosts its 
annual orchid show and sale Friday, Oct. 
19 (2-5 p.m.), Saturday, Oct. 20 (9 a.m.-
5 p.m.), and Sunday, Oct. 21, (9 a.m.-4 
p.m.), Van Wilgen’s Garden Center, 51 
Valley Rd. (off  Route 139), North Bran-
ford. Offerings include an AOS-judged 
bench show, vendors, raffles, speakers 
and food. Daily admission, $5. Visit 
www.ctorchids.org. Contact Judy Arth, 
860-633-2876 or judar@cox.net.

Woodland Fungi 
At the Hardy Plant Society’s meeting on 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, Marlene Snecinski 
and Bill Bynum, members of  the Con-
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). The 
office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short distance 
on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

necticut Valley Mycological Society, will 
discuss the range of  fungi found in the 
state and present a slideshow. They will 
address mushroom ecology, identifica-
tion and culinary preparation. The talk 
begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Solomon Welles 
House, 220 Hartford Ave., Wethersfield. 
Suggested $5 donation. Socializing be-
gins at 7 p.m. Contact Leslie Shields, 
selchie1@comcast.net, or visit www.
cthardyplantsociety.org.

CIPWG Invasive Plant  
Symposium 2012
The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working 
Group’s (CIPWG’s) biennial symposium 
will be Thursday, Oct. 25, 8 a.m.-4:20 
p.m., at the University of  Connecticut in 
Storrs. The topic is “Getting Real about 
Invasive Plants: Prioritize, Strategize, 
Mobilize,” and the keynote speaker is 
Elizabeth Farnsworth of  the New Eng-
land Wild Flower Society.  Sessions will 
be conducted throughout the day by 
state and regional experts. Cost, includ-
ing a boxed lunch: $55; $25 for students. 
Visit the CIPWG website at www.hort.
uconn.edu/cipwg or contact Donna 
Ellis at donna.ellis@uconn.edu or 860-
486-6448.

UConn Master Gardener Course
Friday, Oct. 26, is the deadline for ap-
plying to the 2013 Master Gardener 
program offered through the University 
of  Connecticut Cooperative Extension 

System. The 16-week certificate course 
meets once a week, January to April, and 
combines formal classroom training with 
hands-on experience. Cost is $415; partial 
scholarships are available. Visit www.
ladybug.uconn.edu. While you’re there, 
check out the 2011 fall catalog of  garden 
master classes. Classes are fee-based and 
open to the public.

Calling all Master Gardeners 
Saturday, Nov. 3, is the annual meeting 
and 25th anniversary celebration of  the 
CT Master Gardener Association. The 
event starts at 9:30 a.m. at Middlesex 
County Extension Center, 1066 Say-
brook Rd., Haddam. Find details at 
www.ctmga.org or email Tracy Burrell 
at burrell.tracy@gmail.com.

Floral Artistry for the Season
On Thursday, Nov. 8, at noon, Michael 
Derouin, winner of  the 2001 Connecti-
cut floral designer of  the year award, 
visits the West Hartford Garden Club to 
create artistic “tablescape” arrangements. 
Location: Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 2080 Boulevard. Guest fee, $10. 
Reservations required: 860-521-2439.

Elizabeth Park Gardens 
Help clean up the iris garden in Hart-
ford’s Elizabeth Park Saturday, Nov. 10, 
10-11 a.m., and the rose garden Sunday, 
Nov. 17, 9 a.m.-noon. Meet at the gar-
dens. Visit www.elizabethpark.org or call 
860-231-9443.

Letter from the President
Dear CHS Friends,

 My grandsons lived with us for a while and I would 
send them off  to school daily with the encouragement: 
“Learn something new!” After all, that is the joie de vivre 
(joy of  life), no?  I think you’ll agree, especially when 
it comes to learning about gardening. The hallmark 
of  the society is the high-quality monthly speakers we 
engage to teach us what they know. Next, and no less 
important, is the work of  the Education Committee, 
a key executor of  our educational mission beyond the 
monthly meetings.

Committee members sent me a special invitation to their September meeting. I 
didn’t mention my plan to meet with every CHS committee this year. I was happy 
to join them and see what they’ve got cooking. From the Nov. 17 symposium with 
P. Allen Smith and other speakers (see pages 4 and 5) to workshops on plant propa-
gation, pruning and fairy-house making to guided tours of  special collections, the 
committee is working on no fewer than seven activities—a far cry from the three 
to four workshops called for in the document summarizing the committee’s duties. 
Wow! Joanne Luppi, who is retiring as the chairwoman, tells me “this is the easiest 
group to run” because productive brainstorming sessions are followed by a member 
taking the lead on a project and seeing it through to completion. 

So many good ideas come from this group it makes you wonder how they can 
keep it up. Here’s how: by having you join in. The committee’s 14 steady members 
don’t make it to every meeting, or work on every workshop, but rather are gardeners 
who give back with an hour here and there, sharing the follow-up work, using their 
connections and striving to ensure that we all “learn something new.”

I know there is a topic or two you’d like to learn about—or maybe you’d like to 
teach the rest of  us a thing or two?  Consider this your official invite: share the idea 
in person at the next meeting (posted at www.cthort.org) or write to us at connhort@
gmail.com with “Ed Committee” in the subject line.

 One more thought: We’re trying to use less paper in the office, and we plan to 
reduce the number of  copied documents available at each board of  directors meet-
ing. We’ll share the documents ahead of  time by email and follow along at meetings 
through the use of  a projector. Next, we’ll be encouraging members to forgo the 
paper version of  our newsletter in favor of  receiving it by email (which some are 
already doing). Until that happens, I’d like to ask you to recycle your copy by passing 
it along to a nonmember. Thanks so much. 

 See you at the program meeting. In the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen.
 

Nancy B.

“Raffle tickets, get your raffle tick-
ets!”

Sound familiar? Hear the bell 
ringing? It’s a reminder that you can 
walk away from a program meeting 
with a great plant-related goodie for 
“dirt” cheap while contributing to 
the CHS annual scholarship fund. All 
raffle goodies are donated by you, the 
members of  CHS, and all proceeds go 
toward this great cause.  

We welcome—no, we require—

The Raffle Lowdown
your donations. Perennial divisions, 
trees, shrubs, herbs, grasses, bulbs, even 
houseplants are great. So are gardening 
books and magazines, whether current 
or vintage. Note cards, prints, pottery, 
baskets, wreaths—anything related to 
plants or having a horticulture theme 
is warmly welcomed. Attaching a plant 
identification tag or note to your item 
makes it even more special.

We love selling you the raffle tick-
ets—truly the best bargain around at 

two tickets for a buck—and we love 
finding out each month what delightful 
goodies we’ll be offering. 

So please consider participating 
in both ways: by donating and buying 
tickets for your chance to win. Not only 
is the raffle great fun, it also supports 
a cause close to our hearts: helping to 
support education for the next genera-
tion of  horticultural specialists. 

—Sharon Mann and Donna Eriksen,  
rafflemeisters
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Christmas in Bethlehem (Pa.)   
* Concert of Christmas organ music * Christkindlmarkt

 * Annual holiday dinner * Sunday brunch
Saturday, Dec. 1 – Sunday, Dec. 2, 2012 

After dinner, we tour Bethlehem by 
night. The lights are on and the halls are 
decked. Our guide, costumed in Mora-
vian dress, takes us back in time to see 
the historic district aglow with candles 
and lights.  
Day 2: Our day begins with a brunch 
in the elegantly decorated 1922 Hotel 
Bethlehem. The menu features carving 
stations, omelettes, waffles, entrees, sal-
ads, breads, cheeses, fruits and desserts. 
Enjoy a visit from Santa.

We depart for Arts Quest Center to 
view the film “Bethlehem, the Christ-
mas City,” and discover the story of  the 
town’s humble beginnings as a Moravian 

settlement and its rise to prominence 
during the Industrial Revolution. We will 
explore the aisles of  handmade works 
at the Christkindlmarkt while listening 
to live holiday music and sampling deli-
cious food. 

Enjoy our traditional CHS holiday 
party en route home as we treasure 
memories of  a special city.

Cost: $359 per twin CHS member 
based on 40-50 passengers; $429 per 
single member; nonmembers add $40. 
Includes: deluxe motorcoach, one night 
hotel, one dinner, one brunch, sightseeing, 
$25 per person donation to CHS. Final 
payment due by Oct. 19.

In Bethlehem, Pa., where Christ-
mas candles light up the windows 
in town, Moravian stars are ev-

erywhere, including high atop South 
Mountain. Join CHS for our annual 
holiday weekend getaway, this year to 
the town that is nicknamed Christmas 
City, U.S.A.
 Day 1:  We arrive at the Central Mora-
vian church in time for an organ con-
cert of  Advent and Christmas music 
featuring organist Rebecca Kleintop 
Owens. We’ll freshen up at our hotel, the 
Hampton Inn, before enjoying at Sagra 
Bistro a traditional turkey dinner with 
all the fixings. 

For complete information on any CHS trip, including meal choice, contact CHS Travel Chairman Lois Isaacson at Friendship Tours, (860) 243-1630 or 
(860) 236-1143. There are no refunds on the day trips, so please provide a substitute. Make checks payable to CHS, but mail them to: Friendship Tours, 
533 Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are handled on a per-trip basis. Friendship Tours will 
negotiate with all suppliers of the trip components to secure the best refund. However, it is possible that there would be no refund depending on timing 
of the cancellation and nature of the components. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost based on fuel surcharges. Tickets to theaters/events 
are nonrefundable. Trip Protection Insurance through the National Tour Association Protection Plan is strongly recommended for overnight trips and is 
handled by the individual passenger. As per the application, preexisting conditions and default are covered only if the application is received by the NTA 
Protection Plan, postmarked within 14 days of initial deposit. Please review the NTA Protection Plan brochure carefully for details of coverage and call 
them at (800) 388-1470 if you have any questions.

CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a 
$10 donation requested from 
nonmembers. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, Oct. 18

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for 
socializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light 
onto Trout Brook Drive. Proceed 
for six lights to Albany Avenue. 
Turn right on Albany Avenue and 
continue to the next light, Mohegan 
Drive. Turn left on Mohegan Drive. 
Pass two stop signs. Synagogue is 
on the right. 

nursery operation to include some fruit 
trees that are unusual for Connecticut: 
jujubes (the Chinese version of  a date), 
figs, persimmons and Asian pears. He 
expects to offer young trees for sale next 
fall or in spring 2014 from the two-acre 
orchard he is planting.

“For people getting into gardening, 
especially my generation, the focus is on 
edibles,” Furman says. “Certainly, there’s 
the aesthetic aspect of  horticulture, but 
many people are also looking to do a 
little harvesting.”

Peonies fit the edibles bill, too, 
although perhaps not always as a first 
choice. In lean times, Chinese people 
reportedly extracted oil for cooking 
from peony seeds. The plant’s roots long 
have been a staple of  Chinese medicine. 
Furman recently supplied some peony 
blossoms to a tea shop in Madison, and 
they can also be used to make wine. In 
fact, some peony wine he made was fer-
menting recently. Asked how the process 
was going, he said, “It smells very, very 
floral.”  

To learn more about Cricket Hill Gar-
den, visit www.treepeony.com. 

The World of Peonies  
Oct. 18 — Speaker Dan Furman,  

Cricket Hill Garden, Thomaston

Somewhere there exists a video 
of  a small Dan Furman, at age 
3 or so, tripping around his 

parents’ nursery in springtime, point-
ing at red shoots pushing out of  the 
earth and proclaiming, “Look, that’s a 
peony. That’s a peony. There’s another 
peony.”

If  Furman didn’t imprint on a peony, 
it wasn’t for lack of  opportunity. His par-
ents, David and Kasha Furman, moved 
to Thomaston from New Haven in 1988 
and began their quest to bring high-qual-
ity Chinese peonies to the United States. 
It was in that environment, at Cricket Hill 
Garden, that Dan Furman was raised.

Furman, 26, went on to earn his 
bachelor’s degree in history from Johns 
Hopkins University. He also learned how 
to read, write and speak Mandarin, a 
skill that comes in handy when Chinese-
Americans from Brooklyn and Queens 
visit Cricket Hill with their parents and 
grandparents. Within the last year, he 
began working full time at Cricket Hill 
as nursery manager.

Peonies are unrivaled in terms of  
flowers, he says. Their big, lustrous 
blooms and fragrance contribute to the 
plant’s elegance and allure, and a short 
growing season only enhances the mys-
tery surrounding the genus.

In his talk to CHS, Furman will 
discuss three kinds of  peonies – tree, 
herbaceous and intersectional (a hybrid 
cross between tree and herbaceous peo-
nies) – and their culture and propagation, 
and he will describe some of  his favorite 
cultivars. He will also talk a bit about 
the history and cultural significance of  
the genus. 

Peonies may satisfy the soul’s need 
for beauty, but Furman is also interested 
in growing plants that satisfy the body’s 
need for sustenance. He is expanding the 

Bulb Sale!
October 18

Once again, thanks to David 

Smith and White Flower 

Farm, we will be selling an 

assortment of  wonderful 

bulbs at our  

Oct. 18 meeting.

Come early for 
the best selection.

Historic Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown, N.Y.       
* Washington Irving’s cottage * Union Church 

Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012 

Irving’s Christmas stories and a sing-
along of  favorite carols. 

Lunch is at Sunset Cove Restaurant 
along the Hudson River. Menu: mixed field 
greens, choice of chicken Mona Lisa (chicken 
breast topped with mushrooms, spinach, pro-
sciutto and fontina cheese) or bowtie pasta 
primavera, and dessert and beverage.

Our afternoon features a guided tour 
of  the Union Church in Pocantico Hills. 

Stained glass windows by Marc Chagall 
and Henri Matisse, commissioned by 
the Rockefeller family, create dramatic 
combinations of  light and color at this 
small country church. 

Departs: 7 a.m., Emanuel Synagogue, 
West Hartford; 7:30 a.m., Hartford Plaza 
Hotel, East Hartford. Returns: 6 p.m., East 
Hartford. Cost: $85 per member, $87 per 
nonmember, based on 40-52 travelers.

What better time to visit Sleepy 
Hollow country—where the 
sights and sounds of  early 

American holiday traditions come 
alive—than early December

Washington Irving’s cottage, Sunny-
side, is readied for a visit from Santa in 
the style of  the mid-19th century. After 
a guided tour of  the cottage by docents 
in period dress, we enjoy readings from 

Save the Dates: A Berkshire Christmas in Stockbridge, Mass., will be Monday, Dec. 17, and the 
annual trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show will be March 3-4. Download fliers from www.cthort.
org. Call Friendship Tours, 860-243-1630, to reserve space.

Read about the meeting raffle on page 9. Read about the  
Sept. 21 plant auction at www.cthort.org and in the Winter newsletter.
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Thanks to our Sponsors 
Proceeds from the symposium will 
support CHS educational programs 
and the master gardeners who main-
tain the plants and gardens at the 
Mark Twain House.

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Broken Arrow Nursery
13 Broken Arrow Rd.
Hamden, CT  06518
203-288-1026
www.brokenarrow.com

Flower & Garden Show 2013
Feb. 21-24, 2013
Connecticut Convention  
Center, Hartford
860-844-8461
www.ctflowershow.org

Friendship Tours
The Ship Shop
533 Cottage Grove Rd.
Bloomfield, CT 06002
860-243-1630 
www.friendshiptours.net

November Symposium:  
‘The Garden Home in All Seasons’ 

There may be no better time than 
the close of  the gardening sea-
son to spend a Saturday learning 

how to extend the garden’s beauty into 
the home and enjoy it, from both indoors 
and out, year-round.  

Join CHS on Saturday, Nov. 17, as 
the society hosts with The Mark Twain 
House & Museum a daylong symposium, 
“The Garden Home in All Seasons.” The 
event features three dynamic speakers 
and a range of  exciting activities, includ-
ing a vendor marketplace, silent auction, 
craft demonstration, station tours of  the 
Mark Twain House and a delicious boxed 
lunch prepared by Firebox restaurant. 
The event will be held at the Mark Twain 
House museum center from 9:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Symposium tickets bought before 
Oct. 17 cost $75 for members of  CHS 
or the Mark Twain House and $85 for 
guests. After that date, add $10 to each 
category. Buy tickets from the Mark 
Twain House, 351 Farmington Ave., 
Hartford, 860-280-3130, www.mark- 
twainhouse.org, or at the CHS Oct. 18 
program meeting. Tickets are not being 
sold through the CHS office.

Friday night reception
Meet the symposium speakers and enjoy 
an extra garden-home infusion at a spe-
cial reception on Friday, Nov. 16. While 
sipping cocktails and savoring nibbles, 
mingle in an intimate historic setting with 
other guests in the company of  sympo-
sium speakers P. Allen Smith, Tomasz 
Aniśko and Ruth Loiseau.

The reception will be held from 5:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the historic Katharine 
Seymour Day House at the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center, 77 Forest St., 
Hartford (next to the Mark Twain 
House). Tickets cost $40. Buy tickets at 
the Oct. 18 CHS program meeting or 
by visiting www.marktwainhouse.org or 
calling 860-280-3130.

Meet the speakers

P. Allen Smith is 
an award-winning 
designer, garden-
ing and lifestyle 
expert. He is the 
host of  two pub-
lic television pro-
grams, “P. Allen 
Smith’s Garden 
Home,” and “P. Allen Smith’s Garden 
to Table” and the syndicated 30-minute 
show “P. Allen Smith Gardens.” The 
programs have featured his home in 
Little Rock, Ark., and his 500-acre Moss 
Mountain Farm retreat overlooking the 
Arkansas River Valley.

Smith is the author of  the best-selling 
Garden Home series of  books published 
by Clarkson Potter/Random House, in-
cluding “Bringing the Garden Indoors: 
Container, Crafts and Bouquets for Ev-
ery Room” and the recently published 
cookbook, “Seasonal Recipes from the 
Garden,” inspired in part by the bounty 
from his farm.

He also is active on social media such 
as Twitter, Facebook, Allen’s Blog and 
YouTube, and he hosts a radio program, 
the “P. Allen Smith Show.” In 2009 he 
founded the Heritage Poultry Conser-
vancy, an organization that seeks to 
preserve threatened breeds of  domestic 
poultry.

The garden home, Smith says, is 
a place “that blurs the lines between 
indoors and out. It is my belief  that a 
garden home is not just about beautify-
ing our surroundings or extending our 
living space; it also helps us stay close 
to the earth and reminds us to be good 
stewards of  our environment. 

“The garden home is about living 
life at its natural best,” he continues. “I 
believe we can create a stylish lifestyle in 
keeping with the tradition of  the past, 

Passive Bed Preparation   
by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente
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where the beds are going to go and have 
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as indicated.
5) Spread one inch (or more) of  compost 
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down the smothering material and to 
make the bed look finished. The coarser 
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The longer you leave this bed alone, 
and the warmer the temperature is 
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The soil microorganisms as well as the 
earthworms and other soil life digest 
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layers. Eventually, you will have a beauti-
ful, amended soil that will be easy to dig 
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Nancy DuBrule-Clemente is the owner 
of Natureworks garden center in North-
ford and a CHS member. This article is 
reprinted with permission from www.na-
turework.com, where many useful handouts 
can be found.

Some Variations  
on the Process

• If  you want to install some plants 
before you smother, simply de-sod 
large circles where those plants 
will go. Hand dig and amend the 
planting holes. Smother and mulch 
the rest of  the bed. You can install 
a landscape design in stages.

• As you lay out your plants, dig un-
der the mulch layer. If  the smoth-
ering material is not broken down 
yet, cut a circle with a sharp knife, 
dig out any undecomposed veg-
etation, hand dig and amend the 
planting holes, then re-mulch.

• If  you don’t get around to plant-
ing once the passive bed prepa-
ration process is done, you may 
eventually find weeds growing 
back. Simply slap down more of  
the smothering material and add 
more mulch. This will hold the 
bed in a beautiful state of  readi-
ness indefinitely.

—Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

(continued on page 5)

Cambridge, Mass.        
* Guided tours of Mt. Auburn Cemetery and Lyman Estate  

Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 

We lunch at the Grafton Street res-
taurant in Cambridge. Then we are off  
to the Lyman Estate and Greenhouses in 
Waltham, Mass. The Lyman Estate, also 
known as “The Vale,” is one of  the finest 
examples in the United States of  a coun-
try estate that follows the principles of  
18th century English naturalistic design. 

We enjoy a guided tour of  the house and 
the four greenhouses, the oldest existing 
greenhouses in the country.

Departs: 7:30 a.m., Emanuel Syna-
gogue, West Hartford; 7:50 a.m., Plaza Ho-
tel, East Hartford. Returns: 6:30 p.m., East 
Hartford. Cost: $80 per member, $83 per 
nonmember, based on 40-52 travelers.

What could be nicer than a fall 
day in New England? We 
start our day with a guided 

tour of  Mount Auburn Cemetery in 
Cambridge, Mass., on the Watertown 
line. A beautiful garden cemetery, it is 
recognized as one of  the most significant 
designed landscapes in the country. 



while taking full advantage of  modern 
innovations and still be good stewards 
of  the earth.”

Tomasz Aniśko 
is curator of  plants 
at Longwood Gar-
dens in Kennett 
Square, Pa., where 
he oversees proper 
naming and identi-
fication of  plants, 
coordinates plant 
trials and plant 
distribution programs, leads plant ex-
ploration efforts and teaches. He began 
his career as a researcher at the Univer-
sity of  Life Sciences in Poznań, Poland, 
where he earned his master’s degree 
in horticulture. He holds a doctorate 
in horticulture from the University of  
Georgia in Athens.

His scientific interests have ranged 
from plant propagation to stress physi-
ology. A sabbatical at the Royal Horti-
cultural Society’s Garden at Wisley in 
Surrey, England, and an internship at 
the Morris Arboretum in Philadelphia, 
Pa., inspired him to dedicate his career 
to public horticulture, according to his 
biography.

Aniśko has participated in 16 plant-
collecting expeditions in Asia, Australia, 
Europe and South America. He wrote 
two books, “When Perennials Bloom: 
An Almanac for Planning and Plant-
ing” (2008) and “Plant Exploration for 
Longwood Gardens” (2006), and a third 
book , “Victoria: the Seductress,” is to be 
published in 2013.

“Plants accumulate stories, not only 
about themselves, but also about people, 
events, environments that surrounded 
them,” Aniśko has said. “They provide 
a collective memory for those who are 
willing to listen and understand these 
stories. We can and should use plants 
to tell these stories and by telling them, 
preserve them. Without the stories being 
told, plant collections are like libraries 
full of  books written in a forgotten lan-
guage that are never read by anyone.”

Aniśko will bring plant-collecting 
home by describing how Connecticut 

gardens have been influenced by plants 
with stories, such as boxwood and camel-
lias. He believes that any excursion, no 
matter how near or far, can be an excuse 
to collect plants, and he will offer advice 
on how to do so.  

Ruth Loiseau 
is a master flo-
ral designer and 
owner of  Ruth L. 
in Suffield, Conn. 
She has worked at 
the White House 
during the presi-
dential adminis-
trations of  Ron-
ald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush. Former 
first lady Hillary Clinton presented her 
with a Certification of  Appreciation for 
her work. Loiseau remains employed 
by The White House Flower Shop for 
special events hosted by the Obama 
administration.

A lecturer in the art of  floral design, 
Loiseau has clients throughout New 
England and the Mid-Atlantic states.

During her symposium presentation, 
Loiseau will offer design tips and share 
stories from her career as she creates 
several stunning floral arrangements, 
which will be auctioned off  before the 
day ends. 

Other symposium activities
Peruse the offerings at the silent auc-
tion. Might you bid on 10 pounds of  
lobster fertilizer, a piece of  garden art, a 
session with a landscape designer, a pair 
of  tickets to a cultural event?

Bring your holiday gift list and find 
among the vendor booths the perfect 
present for your gardener-friends.

Reacquaint (or acquaint) yourself  
with the Connecticut home of  one of  
America’s favorite literary giants by tak-
ing a limited tour of  the Mark Twain 
House.

Catch a craft demonstration taught 
by the horticultural experts at Woodland 
Gardens in Manchester, who will use 
greens to create kissing balls, garlands 
and other festive holiday décor.   
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Thanks to our Sponsors 

The Yard Group
36 Commerce St.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
860-430-3000
www.theyardgroup.com

John Scheepers, Inc.
23 Tulip Dr., P.O. Box 638
Bantam, CT 06750
860-567-0838
www.johnscheepers.com
www.kitchengardenseeds.com

CHS Treasurer’s Report,  
Fiscal Year 2011-2012 
Sept. 1, 2011 – Aug. 31, 2012

The following report was presented to the CHS Board 
of  Directors at its September meeting and is respectfully 
submitted by CHS Treasurer Juris Zars.

Starting balance (Sept. 1, 2011) ................ $3,997.00

INCOME
Advertisements ................................................ $     425.00
Auction/Raffle ..................................................... 7,974.25
Donations ................................................................. 955.00
Dues  ....................................................................30,139.50
Education ................................................................. 960.00
Flower Show .......................................................10,480.07
Fund  ....................................................................37,000.00
Garden Tours ........................................................ 1,763.00
Sale Of  Speaker Books .......................................... 115.00
Symposium ..........................................................15,494.00
Tours ...................................................................... 3,900.00
Miscellaneous ........................................................... 111.40

Total income ........................................ $ 109,317.22

EXPENSES
Auction/Raffle ............................................... $      679.69
Awards ...................................................................... 957.69
Education ................................................................. 620.00
Financial Services ................................................. 2,785.00
Flower Show .......................................................10,704.75
Insurance ............................................................... 1,978.00
Lectures ................................................................. 7,781.02
Newsletter – Communications ........................15,525.00
Newsletter – Production ...................................13,311.73
Office ..................................................................... 5,519.88
Pot Luck ................................................................ 1,472.90
Publicity ...................................................................... 58.55
Rent ......................................................................12,090.28
Scholarship ............................................................ 7,500.00
Salary ....................................................................19,231.86
Symposium ..........................................................10,763.88
Web Services ............................................................ 352.00
Miscellaneous ........................................................... 168.95

Total expenses ......................................$ 111,501.18

Net total .................................................($2,183.96)

Checkbook balance (Aug. 31, 2012) ..........$1,813.04

The market value of  the endowment fund increased from 
$674,794.08 on Aug. 31, 2011, to $676,917.71 on Aug. 31, 
2012.

Timber Press 
133 SW 2nd Ave. #450
Portland, OR 97204
1-800-327-5680
www.timberpress.com

To offer an item for the silent auc-
tion, please contact Joan Stuben-
rauch, 860-633-6076, jkstuben@
cox.net. For other questions, con-
tact Elaine Widmer, 860-231-0015, 
eywidmer@sbcglobal.net.

• On average, Americans spend about $365 per year on gar-
den products. Most gardeners get their gardening supplies 
from “big box” retailers and home hardware stores, not 
from nurseries.

• And let’s not forget the fact noted above that more people 
visit gardens than go to Disneyland and Disneyworld, and 
that more people visit gardens (48 million a year) than go 
to Las Vegas or Orlando, the most popular tourist destina-
tions in America.
The behind-the-scenes numbers involved in maintaining gar-

dens and keeping tourist gardens open are fascinating, as well.
Human resources are an important consideration in garden 

management, in large part because they require specialists in a 
number of  areas, including operations and horticulture, as well 
as a manual work force to tend to the garden. The fact that 
a garden is invariably a year-round operation, open or not all 
365 days, places great pressure on human resource needs and 
allocation.

One solution to the pressure has been the recruitment of  
volunteers. Interestingly, gardens often have an easier time find-
ing volunteers than most other sectors in the tourism industry. 
Some gardens are so popular with volunteers that it is often hard 
to find enough work for them to do.

In small gardens that are open to the public in America, the 
average number of  volunteers is 165, working for the garden an 
average 6,861 hours a year. This degree of  reliance on volunteers 
is almost certainly one of  the largest contributions of  volunteers 
to a tourism attraction.

Gardens with budgets under $2 million have, on average, 
319 volunteers. By comparison, the New Britain Museum of  
American Art, Connecticut’s excellent regional art museum 
with a comparable budget, has 50 volunteers or docents on call 
for work in the galleries. At the largest gardens (budgets of  $10 
million and greater), the median number of  volunteer hours is 
more than 60,000 hours a year.

Not surprisingly, botanic and display gardens rely most heav-
ily on volunteers, while university and municipal gardens do so 
to a lesser degree. Regardless of  the size of  the garden and its 
budget, the use of  volunteers permits staffing in the garden 
to be considerably reduced and hence, the entity can remain 
financially viable. 

The next time a garden in your community is open to visi-
tors, why not volunteer? You’ll get a free look for yourself  while 
joining the ranks of  the 48 million Americans who visit tourist 
gardens each year.  

Richard Benfield is a professor of geography at Central Connecticut 
State University in New Britain. He has worked in the tourism 
industry in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. 
Reach him at BenfieldR@mail.ccsu.edu.

Garden Tourism, from page 1      Symposium, from page 4      

Beauty from Bulbs and  
Kitchen Garden Seeds 



while taking full advantage of  modern 
innovations and still be good stewards 
of  the earth.”

Tomasz Aniśko 
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Proceeds from the symposium will 
support CHS educational programs 
and the master gardeners who main-
tain the plants and gardens at the 
Mark Twain House.

 
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants 

 
Events for 2011 

 

Ornamental Grasses – Sept. 21st 
Fall Planting Techniques – Oct. 2nd 

Berried Treasure – Oct. 16th 
Wreath Making – Nov. 30th and Dec. 1st 

 

 

View our catalog and event details at: 
 

www.brokenarrownursery.com 
 

203-288-1026 
13 Broken Arrow Rd., Hamden, CT 06518 

 

Broken Arrow Nursery
13 Broken Arrow Rd.
Hamden, CT  06518
203-288-1026
www.brokenarrow.com

Flower & Garden Show 2013
Feb. 21-24, 2013
Connecticut Convention  
Center, Hartford
860-844-8461
www.ctflowershow.org

Friendship Tours
The Ship Shop
533 Cottage Grove Rd.
Bloomfield, CT 06002
860-243-1630 
www.friendshiptours.net

November Symposium:  
‘The Garden Home in All Seasons’ 

There may be no better time than 
the close of  the gardening sea-
son to spend a Saturday learning 

how to extend the garden’s beauty into 
the home and enjoy it, from both indoors 
and out, year-round.  

Join CHS on Saturday, Nov. 17, as 
the society hosts with The Mark Twain 
House & Museum a daylong symposium, 
“The Garden Home in All Seasons.” The 
event features three dynamic speakers 
and a range of  exciting activities, includ-
ing a vendor marketplace, silent auction, 
craft demonstration, station tours of  the 
Mark Twain House and a delicious boxed 
lunch prepared by Firebox restaurant. 
The event will be held at the Mark Twain 
House museum center from 9:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Symposium tickets bought before 
Oct. 17 cost $75 for members of  CHS 
or the Mark Twain House and $85 for 
guests. After that date, add $10 to each 
category. Buy tickets from the Mark 
Twain House, 351 Farmington Ave., 
Hartford, 860-280-3130, www.mark- 
twainhouse.org, or at the CHS Oct. 18 
program meeting. Tickets are not being 
sold through the CHS office.

Friday night reception
Meet the symposium speakers and enjoy 
an extra garden-home infusion at a spe-
cial reception on Friday, Nov. 16. While 
sipping cocktails and savoring nibbles, 
mingle in an intimate historic setting with 
other guests in the company of  sympo-
sium speakers P. Allen Smith, Tomasz 
Aniśko and Ruth Loiseau.

The reception will be held from 5:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at the historic Katharine 
Seymour Day House at the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe Center, 77 Forest St., 
Hartford (next to the Mark Twain 
House). Tickets cost $40. Buy tickets at 
the Oct. 18 CHS program meeting or 
by visiting www.marktwainhouse.org or 
calling 860-280-3130.

Meet the speakers

P. Allen Smith is 
an award-winning 
designer, garden-
ing and lifestyle 
expert. He is the 
host of  two pub-
lic television pro-
grams, “P. Allen 
Smith’s Garden 
Home,” and “P. Allen Smith’s Garden 
to Table” and the syndicated 30-minute 
show “P. Allen Smith Gardens.” The 
programs have featured his home in 
Little Rock, Ark., and his 500-acre Moss 
Mountain Farm retreat overlooking the 
Arkansas River Valley.

Smith is the author of  the best-selling 
Garden Home series of  books published 
by Clarkson Potter/Random House, in-
cluding “Bringing the Garden Indoors: 
Container, Crafts and Bouquets for Ev-
ery Room” and the recently published 
cookbook, “Seasonal Recipes from the 
Garden,” inspired in part by the bounty 
from his farm.

He also is active on social media such 
as Twitter, Facebook, Allen’s Blog and 
YouTube, and he hosts a radio program, 
the “P. Allen Smith Show.” In 2009 he 
founded the Heritage Poultry Conser-
vancy, an organization that seeks to 
preserve threatened breeds of  domestic 
poultry.

The garden home, Smith says, is 
a place “that blurs the lines between 
indoors and out. It is my belief  that a 
garden home is not just about beautify-
ing our surroundings or extending our 
living space; it also helps us stay close 
to the earth and reminds us to be good 
stewards of  our environment. 

“The garden home is about living 
life at its natural best,” he continues. “I 
believe we can create a stylish lifestyle in 
keeping with the tradition of  the past, 

Passive Bed Preparation   
by Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

Are you looking for an easy way 
to prepare your beds for future 
planting projects? If  you know 

where the beds are going to go and have 
a little time to wait (like through the win-
ter), you can do passive bed preparation. 
It really is as wonderful as it sounds. Just 
follow the steps.
1) Take a soil test. You can’t determine 
what to add to your soil if  you don’t 
know where you stand. Send it to the 
laboratory of  your choice well in advance 
of  step 2.
2) Lay out your bed lines on the ground. 
If  you are dealing with a lawn area, mow 
it as low as possible. If  you are dealing 
with weeds or vegetation, cut it to the 
ground. Haul away the big debris.
3) If  you are putting the bed in a lawn 
area and you want to create a clean, crisp 
edge, use a sod cutter to remove one strip 
of  sod from all around the outside edge 
of  the bed. Take a pitchfork and flip this 
sod over upside down on the interior part 
of  the bed. If  you want the bed to be an 
even grade, lay it down flat as evenly as 
possible. If  you want some areas in the 
bed to be higher than others, use the sod 
to sculpt the shape.
4) Based on your soil test, add lime to 
adjust the pH, mineral powders such as 
rock phosphate, greensand, bone char, 
azomite and any other organic fertilizer 
ingredients or blended organic fertilizers, 

as indicated.
5) Spread one inch (or more) of  compost 
over the bed.
6) Now comes the fun part. Cover the 
entire bed with a smothering material 
that will decompose over time. Popular 
choices include flattened cardboard 
boxes, multiple sheets of  newspaper, or 
weed barrier paper. Do not use landscape 
fabric or plastic. The goal is to smother 
the vegetation below and then have the 
smothering material break down and 
become part of  the compost layer.
7) Cover the smothering material with 
at least one inch of  mulch. This usually 
is shredded bark but can also be whole 
leaves, shredded leaves, grass clippings 
or hay. As long as it is an organic material 
that will eventually decompose, it will 
work. The goal of  this layer is to hold 
down the smothering material and to 
make the bed look finished. The coarser 
the material, the longer it will last.

The longer you leave this bed alone, 
and the warmer the temperature is 
during that time, the further along the 
passive bed preparation process will be. 
The soil microorganisms as well as the 
earthworms and other soil life digest 
and break down the materials within the 
layers. Eventually, you will have a beauti-
ful, amended soil that will be easy to dig 
into to plant your perennials, shrubs and 
trees.  

Nancy DuBrule-Clemente is the owner 
of Natureworks garden center in North-
ford and a CHS member. This article is 
reprinted with permission from www.na-
turework.com, where many useful handouts 
can be found.

Some Variations  
on the Process

• If  you want to install some plants 
before you smother, simply de-sod 
large circles where those plants 
will go. Hand dig and amend the 
planting holes. Smother and mulch 
the rest of  the bed. You can install 
a landscape design in stages.

• As you lay out your plants, dig un-
der the mulch layer. If  the smoth-
ering material is not broken down 
yet, cut a circle with a sharp knife, 
dig out any undecomposed veg-
etation, hand dig and amend the 
planting holes, then re-mulch.

• If  you don’t get around to plant-
ing once the passive bed prepa-
ration process is done, you may 
eventually find weeds growing 
back. Simply slap down more of  
the smothering material and add 
more mulch. This will hold the 
bed in a beautiful state of  readi-
ness indefinitely.

—Nancy DuBrule-Clemente

(continued on page 5)

Cambridge, Mass.        
* Guided tours of Mt. Auburn Cemetery and Lyman Estate  

Wednesday, Oct. 17, 2012 

We lunch at the Grafton Street res-
taurant in Cambridge. Then we are off  
to the Lyman Estate and Greenhouses in 
Waltham, Mass. The Lyman Estate, also 
known as “The Vale,” is one of  the finest 
examples in the United States of  a coun-
try estate that follows the principles of  
18th century English naturalistic design. 

We enjoy a guided tour of  the house and 
the four greenhouses, the oldest existing 
greenhouses in the country.

Departs: 7:30 a.m., Emanuel Syna-
gogue, West Hartford; 7:50 a.m., Plaza Ho-
tel, East Hartford. Returns: 6:30 p.m., East 
Hartford. Cost: $80 per member, $83 per 
nonmember, based on 40-52 travelers.

What could be nicer than a fall 
day in New England? We 
start our day with a guided 

tour of  Mount Auburn Cemetery in 
Cambridge, Mass., on the Watertown 
line. A beautiful garden cemetery, it is 
recognized as one of  the most significant 
designed landscapes in the country. 
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Christmas in Bethlehem (Pa.)   
* Concert of Christmas organ music * Christkindlmarkt

 * Annual holiday dinner * Sunday brunch
Saturday, Dec. 1 – Sunday, Dec. 2, 2012 

After dinner, we tour Bethlehem by 
night. The lights are on and the halls are 
decked. Our guide, costumed in Mora-
vian dress, takes us back in time to see 
the historic district aglow with candles 
and lights.  
Day 2: Our day begins with a brunch 
in the elegantly decorated 1922 Hotel 
Bethlehem. The menu features carving 
stations, omelettes, waffles, entrees, sal-
ads, breads, cheeses, fruits and desserts. 
Enjoy a visit from Santa.

We depart for Arts Quest Center to 
view the film “Bethlehem, the Christ-
mas City,” and discover the story of  the 
town’s humble beginnings as a Moravian 

settlement and its rise to prominence 
during the Industrial Revolution. We will 
explore the aisles of  handmade works 
at the Christkindlmarkt while listening 
to live holiday music and sampling deli-
cious food. 

Enjoy our traditional CHS holiday 
party en route home as we treasure 
memories of  a special city.

Cost: $359 per twin CHS member 
based on 40-50 passengers; $429 per 
single member; nonmembers add $40. 
Includes: deluxe motorcoach, one night 
hotel, one dinner, one brunch, sightseeing, 
$25 per person donation to CHS. Final 
payment due by Oct. 19.

In Bethlehem, Pa., where Christ-
mas candles light up the windows 
in town, Moravian stars are ev-

erywhere, including high atop South 
Mountain. Join CHS for our annual 
holiday weekend getaway, this year to 
the town that is nicknamed Christmas 
City, U.S.A.
 Day 1:  We arrive at the Central Mora-
vian church in time for an organ con-
cert of  Advent and Christmas music 
featuring organist Rebecca Kleintop 
Owens. We’ll freshen up at our hotel, the 
Hampton Inn, before enjoying at Sagra 
Bistro a traditional turkey dinner with 
all the fixings. 

For complete information on any CHS trip, including meal choice, contact CHS Travel Chairman Lois Isaacson at Friendship Tours, (860) 243-1630 or 
(860) 236-1143. There are no refunds on the day trips, so please provide a substitute. Make checks payable to CHS, but mail them to: Friendship Tours, 
533 Cottage Grove Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002. Friendship Tours arranges the components of the tours and does not own or operate the independent 
suppliers of services including motorcoaches. Trips cancelled because of weather conditions are handled on a per-trip basis. Friendship Tours will 
negotiate with all suppliers of the trip components to secure the best refund. However, it is possible that there would be no refund depending on timing 
of the cancellation and nature of the components. Friendship Tours reserves the right to adjust cost based on fuel surcharges. Tickets to theaters/events 
are nonrefundable. Trip Protection Insurance through the National Tour Association Protection Plan is strongly recommended for overnight trips and is 
handled by the individual passenger. As per the application, preexisting conditions and default are covered only if the application is received by the NTA 
Protection Plan, postmarked within 14 days of initial deposit. Please review the NTA Protection Plan brochure carefully for details of coverage and call 
them at (800) 388-1470 if you have any questions.

CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a 
$10 donation requested from 
nonmembers. We look forward to 
seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, Oct. 18

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for 
socializing, browsing CHS library 
books, raffle items and travel fliers, 
and asking plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light 
onto Trout Brook Drive. Proceed 
for six lights to Albany Avenue. 
Turn right on Albany Avenue and 
continue to the next light, Mohegan 
Drive. Turn left on Mohegan Drive. 
Pass two stop signs. Synagogue is 
on the right. 

nursery operation to include some fruit 
trees that are unusual for Connecticut: 
jujubes (the Chinese version of  a date), 
figs, persimmons and Asian pears. He 
expects to offer young trees for sale next 
fall or in spring 2014 from the two-acre 
orchard he is planting.

“For people getting into gardening, 
especially my generation, the focus is on 
edibles,” Furman says. “Certainly, there’s 
the aesthetic aspect of  horticulture, but 
many people are also looking to do a 
little harvesting.”

Peonies fit the edibles bill, too, 
although perhaps not always as a first 
choice. In lean times, Chinese people 
reportedly extracted oil for cooking 
from peony seeds. The plant’s roots long 
have been a staple of  Chinese medicine. 
Furman recently supplied some peony 
blossoms to a tea shop in Madison, and 
they can also be used to make wine. In 
fact, some peony wine he made was fer-
menting recently. Asked how the process 
was going, he said, “It smells very, very 
floral.”  

To learn more about Cricket Hill Gar-
den, visit www.treepeony.com. 

The World of Peonies  
Oct. 18 — Speaker Dan Furman,  

Cricket Hill Nursery, Thomaston

Somewhere there exists a video 
of  a small Dan Furman, at age 
3 or so, tripping around his 

parents’ nursery in springtime, point-
ing at red shoots pushing out of  the 
earth and proclaiming, “Look, that’s a 
peony. That’s a peony. There’s another 
peony.”

If  Furman didn’t imprint on a peony, 
it wasn’t for lack of  opportunity. His par-
ents, David and Kasha Furman, moved 
to Thomaston from New Haven in 1988 
and began their quest to bring high-qual-
ity Chinese peonies to the United States. 
It was in that environment, at Cricket Hill 
Garden, that Dan Furman was raised.

Furman, 26, went on to earn his 
bachelor’s degree in history from Johns 
Hopkins University. He also learned how 
to read, write and speak Mandarin, a 
skill that comes in handy when Chinese-
Americans from Brooklyn and Queens 
visit Cricket Hill with their parents and 
grandparents. Within the last year, he 
began working full time at Cricket Hill 
as nursery manager.

Peonies are unrivaled in terms of  
flowers, he says. Their big, lustrous 
blooms and fragrance contribute to the 
plant’s elegance and allure, and a short 
growing season only enhances the mys-
tery surrounding the genus.

In his talk to CHS, Furman will 
discuss three kinds of  peonies – tree, 
herbaceous and intersectional (a hybrid 
cross between tree and herbaceous peo-
nies) – and their culture and propagation, 
and he will describe some of  his favorite 
cultivars. He will also talk a bit about 
the history and cultural significance of  
the genus. 

Peonies may satisfy the soul’s need 
for beauty, but Furman is also interested 
in growing plants that satisfy the body’s 
need for sustenance. He is expanding the 

Bulb Sale!
October 18

Once again, thanks to David 

Smith and White Flower 

Farm, we will be selling an 

assortment of  wonderful 

bulbs at our  

Oct. 18 meeting.

Come early for 
the best selection.

Historic Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown, N.Y.       
* Washington Irving’s cottage * Union Church 

Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012 

Irving’s Christmas stories and a sing-
along of  favorite carols. 

Lunch is at Sunset Cove Restaurant 
along the Hudson River. Menu: mixed field 
greens, choice of chicken Mona Lisa (chicken 
breast topped with mushrooms, spinach, pro-
sciutto and fontina cheese) or bowtie pasta 
primavera, and dessert and beverage.

Our afternoon features a guided tour 
of  the Union Church in Pocantico Hills. 

Stained glass windows by Marc Chagall 
and Henri Matisse, commissioned by 
the Rockefeller family, create dramatic 
combinations of  light and color at this 
small country church. 

Departs: 7 a.m., Emanuel Synagogue, 
West Hartford; 7:30 a.m., Hartford Plaza 
Hotel, East Hartford. Returns: 6 p.m., East 
Hartford. Cost: $85 per member, $87 per 
nonmember, based on 40-52 travelers.

What better time to visit Sleepy 
Hollow country—where the 
sights and sounds of  early 

American holiday traditions come 
alive—than early December

Washington Irving’s cottage, Sunny-
side, is readied for a visit from Santa in 
the style of  the mid-19th century. After 
a guided tour of  the cottage by docents 
in period dress, we enjoy readings from 

Save the Dates: A Berkshire Christmas in Stockbridge, Mass., will be Monday, Dec. 17, and the 
annual trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show will be March 3-4. Download fliers from www.cthort.
org. Call Friendship Tours, 860-243-1630, to reserve space.

Read about the Sept. 21 plant auction at www.cthort.org  
and in the Winter newsletter.
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Gardens and Art
On Thursday, Oct. 4, at noon, Richard 
Benfield of  Central Connecticut State 
University takes the West Hartford 
Garden Club on a figurative visit to the 
gardens of  Monet, Van Gogh, O’Keeffe, 
Warhol, Chihuly and other artists. Loca-
tion: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard. Guest fee, $10. Reserva-
tions required: 860-521-2439.

Herb Luncheon
The Simsbury Garden Club invites 
people to share their favorite herb 
dish, recipe and garden ideas at a free 
luncheon Monday, Oct. 15, 11:30 a.m., 
at the Apple Barn, 60 Old Farms Rd., 
West Simsbury. Visit www.simsburygar-
denclub.org.

‘Orchid Harvest’
The Connecticut Orchid Society hosts its 
annual orchid show and sale Friday, Oct. 
19 (2-5 p.m.), Saturday, Oct. 20 (9 a.m.-
5 p.m.), and Sunday, Oct. 21, (9 a.m.-4 
p.m.), Van Wilgen’s Garden Center, 51 
Valley Rd. (off  Route 139), North Bran-
ford. Offerings include an AOS-judged 
bench show, vendors, raffles, speakers 
and food. Daily admission, $5. Visit 
www.ctorchids.org. Contact Judy Arth, 
860-633-2876 or judar@cox.net.

Woodland Fungi 
At the Hardy Plant Society’s meeting on 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, Marlene Snecinski 
and Bill Bynum, members of  the Con-
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library
From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). The 
office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short distance 
on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

necticut Valley Mycological Society, will 
discuss the range of  fungi found in the 
state and present a slideshow. They will 
address mushroom ecology, identifica-
tion and culinary preparation. The talk 
begins at 7:30 p.m. at the Solomon Welles 
House, 220 Hartford Ave., Wethersfield. 
Suggested $5 donation. Socializing be-
gins at 7 p.m. Contact Leslie Shields, 
selchie1@comcast.net, or visit www.
cthardyplantsociety.org.

CIPWG Invasive Plant  
Symposium 2012
The Connecticut Invasive Plant Working 
Group’s (CIPWG’s) biennial symposium 
will be Thursday, Oct. 25, 8 a.m.-4:20 
p.m., at the University of  Connecticut in 
Storrs. The topic is “Getting Real about 
Invasive Plants: Prioritize, Strategize, 
Mobilize,” and the keynote speaker is 
Elizabeth Farnsworth of  the New Eng-
land Wild Flower Society.  Sessions will 
be conducted throughout the day by 
state and regional experts. Cost, includ-
ing a boxed lunch: $55; $25 for students. 
Visit the CIPWG website at www.hort.
uconn.edu/cipwg or contact Donna 
Ellis at donna.ellis@uconn.edu or 860-
486-6448.

UConn Master Gardener Course
Friday, Oct. 26, is the deadline for ap-
plying to the 2013 Master Gardener 
program offered through the University 
of  Connecticut Cooperative Extension 

System. The 16-week certificate course 
meets once a week, January to April, and 
combines formal classroom training with 
hands-on experience. Cost is $415; partial 
scholarships are available. Visit www.
ladybug.uconn.edu. While you’re there, 
check out the 2011 fall catalog of  garden 
master classes. Classes are fee-based and 
open to the public.

Calling all Master Gardeners 
Saturday, Nov. 3, is the annual meeting 
and 25th anniversary celebration of  the 
CT Master Gardener Association. The 
event starts at 9:30 a.m. at Middlesex 
County Extension Center, 1066 Say-
brook Rd., Haddam. Find details at 
www.ctmga.org or email Tracy Burrell 
at burrell.tracy@gmail.com.

Floral Artistry for the Season
On Thursday, Nov. 8, at noon, Michael 
Derouin, winner of  the 2001 Connecti-
cut floral designer of  the year award, 
visits the West Hartford Garden Club to 
create artistic “tablescape” arrangements. 
Location: Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 2080 Boulevard. Guest fee, $10. 
Reservations required: 860-521-2439.

Elizabeth Park Gardens 
Help clean up the iris garden in Hart-
ford’s Elizabeth Park Saturday, Nov. 10, 
10-11 a.m., and the rose garden Sunday, 
Nov. 17, 9 a.m.-noon. Meet at the gar-
dens. Visit www.elizabethpark.org or call 
860-231-9443.

Letter from the President
Dear CHS Friends,

 My grandsons lived with us for a while and I would 
send them off  to school daily with the encouragement: 
“Learn something new!” After all, that is the joie de vivre 
(joy of  life), no?  I think you’ll agree, especially when 
it comes to learning about gardening. The hallmark 
of  the society is the high-quality monthly speakers we 
engage to teach us what they know. Next, and no less 
important, is the work of  the Education Committee, 
a key executor of  our educational mission beyond the 
monthly meetings.

Committee members sent me a special invitation to their September meeting. I 
didn’t mention my plan to meet with every CHS committee this year. I was happy 
to join them and see what they’ve got cooking. From the Nov. 17 symposium with 
P. Allen Smith and other speakers (see pages 4 and 5) to workshops on plant propa-
gation, pruning and fairy-house making to guided tours of  special collections, the 
committee is working on no fewer than seven activities—a far cry from the three 
to four workshops called for in the document summarizing the committee’s duties. 
Wow! Joanne Luppi, who is retiring as the chairwoman, tells me “this is the easiest 
group to run” because productive brainstorming sessions are followed by a member 
taking the lead on a project and seeing it through to completion. 

So many good ideas come from this group it makes you wonder how they can 
keep it up. Here’s how: by having you join in. The committee’s 14 steady members 
don’t make it to every meeting, or work on every workshop, but rather are gardeners 
who give back with an hour here and there, sharing the follow-up work, using their 
connections and striving to ensure that we all “learn something new.”

I know there is a topic or two you’d like to learn about—or maybe you’d like to 
teach the rest of  us a thing or two?  Consider this your official invite: share the idea 
in person at the next meeting (posted at www.cthort.org) or write to us at connhort@
gmail.com with “Ed Committee” in the subject line.

 One more thought: We’re trying to use less paper in the office, and we plan to 
reduce the number of  copied documents available at each board of  directors meet-
ing. We’ll share the documents ahead of  time by email and follow along at meetings 
through the use of  a projector. Next, we’ll be encouraging members to forgo the 
paper version of  our newsletter in favor of  receiving it by email (which some are 
already doing). Until that happens, I’d like to ask you to recycle your copy by passing 
it along to a nonmember. Thanks so much. 

 See you at the program meeting. In the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen.
 

Nancy B.

“Raffle tickets, get your raffle tick-
ets!”

Sound familiar? Hear the bell 
ringing? It’s a reminder that you can 
walk away from a program meeting 
with a great plant-related goodie for 
“dirt” cheap while contributing to 
the CHS annual scholarship fund. All 
raffle goodies are donated by you, the 
members of  CHS, and all proceeds go 
toward this great cause.  

We welcome—no, we require—

The Raffle Lowdown
your donations. Perennial divisions, 
trees, shrubs, herbs, grasses, bulbs, even 
houseplants are great. So are gardening 
books and magazines, whether current 
or vintage. Note cards, prints, pottery, 
baskets, wreaths—anything related to 
plants or having a horticulture theme 
is warmly welcomed. Attaching a plant 
identification tag or note to your item 
makes it even more special.

We love selling you the raffle tick-
ets—truly the best bargain around at 

two tickets for a buck—and we love 
finding out each month what delightful 
goodies we’ll be offering. 

So please consider participating 
in both ways: by donating and buying 
tickets for your chance to win. Not only 
is the raffle great fun, it also supports 
a cause close to our hearts: helping to 
support education for the next genera-
tion of  horticultural specialists. 

—Sharon Mann and Donna Eriksen,  
rafflemeisters
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Garden Tourism by the Numbers 
by Richard Benfield

Like most things in life, my introduc-
tion to gardening started quite 
innocuously in August 1997 as I 

was about to take up the first tenure-track 
position in tourism at Central Connecti-
cut State University. I was sitting outside 
Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, 
Pa., while my wife was inside doing, I 
presumed, what master gardeners do. 
Having fumed for 20 minutes, wonder-
ing what the heck she could be looking 
at, I turned my attention to the large 
numbers of  tour buses disgorging large 
numbers of  visitors at the entrance. I 
panicked when I realized I had no data 
on garden visitation for my upcoming 
fall lectures.

I called the American Association of  
Botanic Gardens and Arboreta and was 
told by the helpful director, Nancy Moran, 
that no such aggregated data exist, since each 
garden may or may not keep track of  its own 
statistics. I asked Nancy if  she would help me get 
such data. She agreed and put me in touch with the gardens. I 
have been collecting those data ever since.

Jim Charlier at Buffalo Garden Walk in New York – which, 
by the way, is a fantastic two-day event that features 376 open 
gardens and attracts 50,000 visitors – now calls me the world’s 
authority on tourism to gardens. I quickly tell him that I am the 
only person doing it so I am hardly an authority!  

It became apparent fairly early on in my research that the 
world has a great many gardens and that what data exist on 
them vary in form, focus and sophistication. For many years 
I visited gardens in just about every city on every continent, 
collecting photos and information, and I wrote about gardens, 
garden visitation and the specific market segments comprising 
the people who use gardens. 

It was a great research agenda. In 2005, I made the big mis-
take of  boasting to a book editor just how important gardens 

Celebrating 125 Years

 
In This Issue

Speaker program Page 3

Garden-home symposium        Pages 4-5

Treasurer’s report      Page 6

Traveling with CHS      Pages 7-8 

Learn With CHS

The CHS Education Committee is pleased to offer the following October 
program. And don’t forget the fabulous “Garden Home in All Seasons” Nov. 
16 reception and Nov. 17 symposium with  P. Allen Smith, Tomasz Ani śko 
and Ruth Loiseau at the Mark Twain House (see pages 4 and 5). Visit www.
cthort.org for registration forms and details of education programs.

Putting the Garden To Bed 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 6:30 p.m. 
CHS office, 2433 Main St., Rocky Hill

This presentation by CHS member and garden writer, lecturer and coach 
Colleen Plimpton will include visuals of  the tools and equipment used to 
prepare the garden for winter. She will discuss cutting plants back, plant-
ing bulbs, composting, feeding birds, caring for the lawn and other topics. 
Limit 20. Fee: CHS members, $5; nonmembers, $10. Limit: 20 

Think spring: A spring workshop on building fairy houses is in the works. 
If  you might be interested in such a class, start collecting your materials 
now. Fall is a great time to pick up seeds, pods, husks, sticks, leaves, fungi 
and anything else that captures your imagination.     

(continued on page 6)
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were to tourism: “There are more visitors to 
gardens in the United States than to Disneyland 
and Disneyworld, combined, and I am the 
only person writing about this in the United 

States.” The result of  my loose lips was that 
she made me write a book, scheduled for 
a spring 2013 release, “Garden Tour-
ism” (CABI Abingdon, England).

For a few ticklers on what I believe 
is the pre-eminent mode of  contemporary 

outdoor life – or, put in nonacademic jar-
gon – the most popular outdoor activity in 
America today, consider:

• Eighty-two percent of  American 
households are gardeners (or 92 million 
households), which is even down from 86 
percent a few years ago. Only the activity of  
walking is more popular in our country.
• More men than women garden. (In 
a 1992 survey, 40 percent of  men said they 
had gardened in the last two weeks, com-

pared with only 30 percent of  females.)
• Gardening revenues (around $30 billion a year) are higher 

than casino receipts, three times higher than amusement 
park receipts, five times higher than National Football 
League receipts and 10 times higher than receipts from the 
most popular movie ever (Avatar). 

CHS Calendar at a Glance
Oct. 4 – Board meeting, Rocky Hill

Oct. 15 – Winter CHS Newsletter 
deadline

Oct. 17 – Education program, putting 
the garden to bed, Rocky Hill  
(see below) 

Oct. 18 – Program meeting, Dan 
Furman, “The World of  Peonies” 
(see page 3)

Nov. 1 – Board meeting, Rocky Hill

Nov. 16 & 17 – “The Garden Home 
in All Seasons” symposium, Mark  
Twain House, Hartford  
(see pages 4 & 5)

 Employment 
Opportunity

CHS is looking to hire an office 
administrator for our Rocky Hill of-
fice. The position is part time, about 
50 hours a month, and requires at-
tending monthly night meetings in 
Rocky Hill and West Hartford and 
staffing the office on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Qualifications include 
mastery of  Microsoft Office, Excel 
and Access, and experience with 
Quickbooks preferred; flexibility; 
excellent organizational skills, ability 
to meet deadlines; ability to interact 
congenially with CHS members and 
the public; interest in horticulture; 
a desire to become an integral part 
of  the future of  CHS. For a job 
description, visit www.cthort.org. If  
interested, email a cover letter and 
resume to the CHS Search Commit-
tee, connhort@gmail.com.

• Eighty-two percent of  American house-
holds are gardeners (or 92 million house-
holds), which is even down from 86 percent 
a few years ago. Only the activity of  walking 
is more popular in our country.

• More men than women garden. (In a 1992 
survey, 40 percent of  men said they had 
gardened in the last two weeks, compared 
with only 30 percent of  women.)


