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A Garden is Restored: 25 Years Later 
by Lea Anne Moran

Of Laurels  
and Legacies 

There is something almost mysti-
cal about being in the Sunken 
Garden at Hill-Stead Museum 

in the early morning when the birds 
are chirping and the grass is still wet 
with morning dew. It must be the same 
feeling that Theodate Pope Riddle had 
when she convinced her parents to let 
her build them a country home for their 
retirement on the hilltop in Farmington 
more than 100 years ago. It is no wonder 
she decided to create a sunken garden, 
nestled in the dell just below the mas-
ter bedroom window, from which her 
mother, Ada Pope, could admire her 
beloved blooms. And it’s no wonder that 
more than 80 years later, two local garden 
clubs came together to restore the garden 
to its former glory. 

The garden has undergone some 
transformation since the time of  the 
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
June 6 – Board meeting, potluck 

supper

June 9 – Scholarship day at Broken 
Arrow Nursery, Hamden  
(see page 1)

June 20 – Program meeting, Dan 
Conlon, “The Buzz on Bees,”  
West Hartford (see page 3)

July 8 – Summer CHS Newsletter 
deadline

original owners, Alfred and Ada Pope. 
Long after their deaths, during the la-
bor shortages of  World War II, their 
daughter Theodate made the sensible 
decision to turf  over the flower beds 
and remove the hedges and walkways, 
leaving only the 25-foot-long summer 
house where her mother loved to enter-
tain. Upon Theodate’s death in 1946, she 
bequeathed the house and property for 
use as a museum, full of  French impres-
sionist art and period furniture. While 
there are many masterpieces inside the 
house, the real gem of  the 152-acre estate 
is the garden, which has been restored 
to the 1920s plan by legendary landscape 
architect, Beatrix Farrand. 

The restoration began in 1983, 
when the Garden Club of  Hartford 
and the Connecticut Valley Garden 
Club together took on the task. It was a 

multiyear endeavor, 
beginning with plan-
ning (1984-1985), 
fund-raising activi-
ties (1986), design-
ing and hunting for 
plants (1986-87) and 
construction and 
planting (1987-88). 

To complete the 
design,  Shavaun 
Towers, a seasoned 
landscape architect 
based in New Ha-
ven, was awarded 

PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS
US POSTAGE

PAID
HARTFORD, CT
PERMIT #2346

June is when the beautiful geometric 
buds and blossoms of  the mountain 
laurel create a tapestry of  elegant 

whites, cotton-candy pinks and eye-
catching reds in woodlands and rocky 
areas throughout the state. 

Connecticut is also fortunate to be 
home to one of  the world’s leading au-
thorities on mountain laurels (Kalmia lati-
folia cvs. and spp.), Richard Jaynes, owner 
of  Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden. 
And CHS is lucky to have Jaynes as a 
longtime member and steadfast friend.

To celebrate such abundance—the 
mountain laurels in bloom and a valued 
CHS friendship—the society is hosting 
a special event at the nursery on June 9 
to recognize Jaynes by naming a CHS 
scholarship in his honor.

Despite the early date of  the 
spring plant auction, the 
cool temperatures and the 

absence of  two familiar auctioneers, 
CHS made nearly $5,000 to benefit 
the CHS scholarship fund that sup-
ports students at the University of  
Connecticut and Naugatuck Valley 
Community College.

The success of  the April 19 event 
was due to the hard work of  sev-
eral members and friends. As Auction 
Committee co-chairs, Fran Schoell 
and I have come to depend on the 
following people to handle their 
“usual chores” without fuss: Karen 
Ellsworth, who kept us fed; Nancy 
Brennick, who brought and operated 
the charge machine; Fairlee Latawic, 
Joanne Luppi, Cindy Andrus and 
Phyllis Green, who received and priced 

Success at the Spring Plant Auction 
by Leslie Shields

plants; Sarah Bailey, who with other 
master gardeners set up and broke 
down the room at the Tolland County 
Agricultural Center (TAC); Ginny 
Gingras, who attended to organiza-
tional details; the master gardeners; 
Pat Jurovaty, who delivered plants to 
bidders; and Christine Pane and Fran 
Schoell, who registered bidders and 
collected money. 

I must also mention the wholesale 
and retail nurseries that donated plants. 
They included O’Brien Nurserymen, 
Silver Spring Nursery, Broken Arrow 
Nursery, The Plant Group, Dietrich 
Gardens, Tower Farm, Cheshire Nurs-
ery, Kurtz Farm, Waterfield Farm, 
Winterberry Garden, Cassertano 
Farm, Butler Garden Center, Brier-
wood Nurseries, Wotujsik Nursery, 
Moscarillo’s, Prides Corner and espe-

cially Natureworks. Please remember 
these friends as you shop for plants.

Several individuals donated large 
numbers of  plants, including Judy 
King, David Smith, Arija Retsema, and 
Nancy White. The society thanks you. 

I also would like to thank auc-
tioneers Adam Wheeler and Chris 
Koppel of  Broken Arrow Nursery in 
Hamden, Maryanne Gryboski and Judy 
King. A big thank you goes to Nancy 
DuBrule-Clemente of  Natureworks 
in Northford. Even with a big day 
scheduled for the following morning 
at her garden center, she filled in for 
longstanding auctioneers Kevin Wilcox 
and John O’Brien and brought a van 
loaded with plants. 

What a wonderful, educational, fun 
and successful night. Many thanks to 
one and all!

Ada Pope surveys her sunken garden at what is now Hill-Stead 
Museum in Farmington. The Beatrix Farrand-designed garden 
was restored 25 years ago this month. 

Editor’s note: June 23 is historic gardens day in Connecticut, when various events occur at 
several historic gardens throughout the state. Visit cthistoricgardens.org for links to gardens 
and their special activities, and read on to learn how one garden was preserved.
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the summer issue is July 8. Costs listed below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Standard Flower Show
The West Hartford Garden Club pres-
ents a small standard flower show June 
1, 1-4 p.m., at the Butler-McCook House 
and Garden, 396 Main St., Hartford. The 
admission fee of  $7 includes access to 
the historic house and garden. Contact: 
860-522-1806.

West End Garden Tour 
Hartford’s West End Civic Association 
hosts “Gardens Around the West End,” 
a self-guided tour of  12 gardens in the 
historic neighborhood on June 1 (rain 
date, June 2), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Get a map 
on tour day at Central Supermarket, 550 
Farmington Ave., Hartford. Suggested 
donation, $20. Visit westend.org, email 
gardensaround@gmail.com.

Butterflies and Plant Sale
Chelsea Botanical Gardens in Norwich 
holds its annual butterfly pavilion June 
6-7, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and June 8-9, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m., Hart’s Greenhouse and Florist, 43 
Clinton Ave., Norwich. Admission: $6, 
adults; $4, children under 12. Contact: 
860-889-6642, chelseagardens@gmail.
com, chelseabotanicalgardens.org.

GardenFest in Old Lyme
The Florence Griswold Museum in Old 
Lyme kicks off  its 10-day GardenFest 
with a plant sale Friday, June 7, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. The festival celebrates the site’s 
historic gardens and features special 
events through June 16. Most events 
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

are free with museum admission. Call 
860-434-5542, ext. 111; visit florence-
griswoldmuseum.org. 

Farmington Garden Tour
Seven private gardens are featured in 
the Farmington Garden Tour June 8, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., sponsored by the Friends 
of  the Farmington Library Committee. 
Buy advance tickets ($20) at the Main 
and Barney libraries and tour-day tickets 
($25) at the homes. A lunch will be held 
at the Barney Library on Church Street; 
tickets cost $10. Contact: 860-673-6791. 

Stamford-area Garden Tour
The Bartlett Arboreum & Gardens hosts 
a tour of  four Stamford-area private 
gardens, one historic public garden and 
the arboretum June 9, noon-4 p.m., 
and June 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Prices: $55, 
garden tour; $20, benefit luncheon on 
June 10; $125, cocktails in the garden 
on June 6. Info: bartlettarboretum.org 
or 203-322-6971. 

Master Gardener Fair
The Fairfield County Master Gardeners 
hold their garden fair June 9, 12:30-5 
p.m., Fairfield County Extension Cen-
ter, 67 Stony Hill Rd., Bethel. The fair 
features presentations (including a talk 
on low-maintenance gardening by CHS 
member Lorraine Ballato), free soil-
testing, a perennial walk and children’s 
activities. Free admission. Contact: 203-
207-3262, bethelgardenfair.org.

Lyme-Old Lyme Garden Tour
The self-guided garden tour sponsored 
by the Lyme-Old Lyme Auxiliary of  the 
Child and Family Agency of  Southeast-
ern Connecticut is June 14 and 15, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tickets: $20, advance; $25, 
tour day. Boxed lunches ($15) are avail-
able with reservations by June 9. Order 
tickets through childandfamilyagency.org 
or call 860-443-2896, ext. 1403. 

Rose Weekend Festival
Elizabeth Park in Hartford will be 
abloom June 22 and 23, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
in a free celebration of  the park’s re-
nowned rose garden featuring horticul-
tural experts, a farmers market, music, 
arts, crafts and 15,000 roses in bloom. 
Visit elizabethparkct.org. Also, Elizabeth 
Park needs gardening volunteers at all 
times and especially in advance of  rose 
weekend. Interested gardeners should 
contact Andrea Masisak, 860-231-9443, 
volunteer@elizabethparkct.org.

Hardy Plant Society Picnic  
On June 22, the Hardy Plant Society 
hosts its summer potluck picnic and 
garden tour at Quackin’ Grass Nursery, 
16 Laurel Hill Rd., Brooklyn. The event 
begins at 11 a.m. RSVP to Leslie Shields 
at selchie1@comcast.net or 860-747-
8175. Visit QuackinGrassNursery.com 
or call 860-779-1732.

Letter from the President
Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

Acquisition is maintenance. One of  my “way back 
when” gurus espoused this idea, that with acquiring 
something comes the responsibility for taking care of  it 
in order to continue our enjoyment  beyond the transac-
tion. Stay with me here. 

At the May board meeting, the Membership Com-
mittee, co-chaired by Lynn Cavo and Elaine Widmer, 
reported on strengthening CHS membership benefits into 
a compelling package for new members and an irresist-
ible one for renewing CHS-ers. The committee defined 
no fewer than a dozen benefits for all, defined sustaining-member categories and 
underscored the matching-gift category. (IBM has qualified CHS to receive match-
ing gifts from IBM at a ratio of  1:1 per donation from current company employees 
and .5:1 for retiree donations.) Our dialog was peppered with the word “belong,” as 
in belonging to CHS, belonging to a membership category. It occurred to me that 
we got that partly wrong. CHS belongs to us—to all of  us who are members. As 
with any acquisition, maintenance is required, not just by a precious few volunteers 
and committees, but by all of  you. When I wrote last month about how the average 
$35 membership costs CHS $118 in benefits, some members asked how we could 
continue at this pace. 

We can’t—unless you help with a single volunteer action each year or support the 
various activities we present (and give us feedback if  we aren’t on target with pro-
grams, trips, events, suggested donations, etc.). I challenge you to up your participa-
tion. Showing up is a form of  “maintaining” your membership. It encourages our volunteers 
in their work and gives us the opportunity to know you and learn from each other.

 On June 9, we will host scholarship day at Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden to 
formally recognize a CHS scholarship designated as the Richard Jaynes Scholarship 
at Naugatuck Valley Community College. Your suggested $20 entry donation gets 
you lunch, two guided tours of  nursery collections, a slide show about the history of  
mountain-laurel breeding presented by the laurel guru himself, a silent auction and 
one of  my favorite CHS benefits: 10 percent off  your purchases. All proceeds go to 
our scholarship program. Show up—and maintain your membership.

See you on June 9 in Hamden and on June 20 at the program meeting for “The 
Buzz on Bees.” In the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen!

Nancy B.

Farewell from the Editor
Dear newsletter readers: This is my final issue as editor of  the CHS Newsletter. 
Thank you for your contributions of  articles, photographs, drawings, letters, 
event listings and ideas during my four years as newsletter editor and for the 
three years before that when I was chair of  the CHS Newsletter Committee. 
You have inspired me, and I hope the newsletter has been a source of  inspira-
tion and enjoyment for you. Resumes and cover letters for the position of  CHS 
content editor are being accepted at the CHS office through June 13. Find a job 
description and other details at cthort.org.  

 —Colleen Fitzpatrick Michelson

Karen Berger, Canton

Deborah Dargaty, Danbury

Jennifer Klinger, New Hartford

Andrea Moschella, Avon

Marilyn Palmer, Simsbury

Don Parrott, Bethany

Judith Rusk, Bethlehem, Pa.

Patricia Salner, West Hartford 

Donna Wellins, West Hartford

 Memberships: 775 
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, June 20

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

The Buzz on Bees, the Comings and  
Goings of the Queen of Pollinators  

June 20—Speaker Dan Conlon, South Deerfield, Mass.

When Dan Conlon was 14 
years old, he got a summer 
job working for a farmer 

named Hugh Bell near Dayton, Ohio. 
Bell put Conlon in charge of  the bees, 
which farmers kept then to help pollinate 
crops and, as a bonus, for the honey they 
produced. 

The job was exciting. “As a teenager, 
being around something that can sting 
you and yet not get stung, that was kind 
of  gutsy,” Conlon says. Under Bell’s 
guidance, Conlon raised queen bees that 
first summer, a feat he didn’t appreciate 
until much later, when he saw how many 
seasoned beekeepers shied away from the 
task. He spent Sunday afternoons with 
Bell and his cronies “bee lining,” taking 
long walks through fields and woods in 
search of  bees living in hollowed-out trees.

 For three summers, Conlon studied 
the bees and saw that they operated 
within their own little kingdom. “It was 
the first time I got out of  my adolescent 
self, and it taught me to see that I was 
part of  a greater world. It molded a lot 
of  my values,” he says.

Many years passed before Conlon 
would take up beekeeping full time. He 
arrived in South Deerfield, Mass., by way 
of  music—he played guitar, mandolin 
and banjo with several groups—and 
settled in the Pioneer Valley town. As 
he and his wife Bonita raised their fam-
ily, Conlon worked at Northfield Mount 
Hermon school for 25 years.

When the children were grown, Dan 
and Bonita founded Warm Colors Api-
ary (warmcolorsapiary.com), where they 
produce varieties of  local and regional 
honeys and beeswax products and pro-
vide pollination to farms and orchards 
in the region. Dan Conlon has served 
as president of  the Massachusetts Bee-
keepers Association and Franklin County 
Bee Association and as a member of  the 
Eastern Apicultural Society’s board of  

Glorious Gardens of the United Kingdom   
*Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew * Wisley * Hever Castle * Sissinghurst

* Blenheim Palace * London city tour * Gardens of the Cotswolds * High tea
Monday, Sept. 16 – Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013   

Day 4:  Hampton Court Palace, set amid 
60 acres of  manicured gardens on the 
upper reaches of  the River Thames, and 
Tudor Palace and the Baroque Palace; 
Wisley, the flagship gardens of  the Royal 
Horticultural Society, where the Wisley 
steward escorts us on a 90-minute tour of  
the many formal and informal gardens. 

Day 5: Hever Castle, childhood home 
of  King Henry VIII’s second wife, 
Anne Boleyn; Sissinghurst, the famous 
garden created in the 1930s by Vita 
Sackville-West and her husband Harold 
Nicholson.  

Day 6: Blenheim Palace, home to the elev-
enth Duke and Duchess of  Marlborough 
and birthplace of  Sir Winston Churchill; 
Christ Church College at Oxford.

Ojourney begins Monday, Sept. 
16, with a motorcoach ride to 
Newark Airport for an over-

night flight to London. Upon arrival at 
London Heathrow Airport the following 
day, we enjoy a tour of  London. Lunch is 
at Covent Garden, the site of  the ancient 
fruit and vegetable market transformed 
into a vibrant pedestrian-friendly area. 
Then we check into our hotel and share 
a welcome dinner. Here are more trip 
highlights: 

Day 3: Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, 
a World Heritage site and home to the 
world’s largest collection of  living plants 
(over 30,000 types) and assorted buildings; 
Syon Park, home to the Dukes of  Nor-
thumberland for more than 400 years. 

Day 7: The Cotswolds, an area of  tiny 
stone-housed villages and lovely country-
side; Hidcote Manor Gardens; Kiftsgate 
Court Gardens; an English high tea in 
the Cotwolds.

Days 8 & 9: Returning to London, we 
stop to see Olympic Park and then cel-
ebrate our holiday with our farewell din-
ner. We return home the next day, Sept. 
24, savoring memories of  a great trip. 
Cost: Members, $3,895 per person, twin; 
$4,695, per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $100. Deposit: $500 per person, 
due by April 19. Full payment: due with 
reservation. Includes round-trip flights to 
London, motorcoach, guide while in U.K., 
7 nights hotel, tax, baggage, 7 full English 
breakfasts, 4 dinners, sightseeing per itin-
erary, $50 per person donation to CHS, 
escorted by Brett Isaacson.

Summer by the Sea: Portsmouth, N.H.    
Fuller Gardens * Strawberry Banke * Isles of Shoals Cruise

Fosters Clambake * Moffatt-Ladd House & Gardens 
Sunday, July 21-Wednesday, July 24, 2013   

eties and a guided visit to Strawberry 
Banke, an outdoor museum depicting 
daily life in a centuries-old waterfront 
neighborhood. Dinner is at The District 
Restaurant, whose purveyors include 15 
local farms. 

Day 3: The day begins with a guided tour 
of  a 1763 Georgian mansion, the Mof-
fatt-Ladd House and garden, followed by 
a clambake lunch at Foster’s Clambake in 
York, Maine. The afternoon features an 

The first stop on our annual sum-
mer trip, this year to Portsmouth, 
N.H., is Fuller Gardens, among 

the last of  the working turn-of-the-cen-
tury estate gardens in the Northeast. Ar-
riving in Portsmouth, we check into the 
Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel 
and enjoy dinner at the hotel.

 Day 2: Highlights include a guided 
city tour with stops at Prescott Park to 
view a trial garden for new plant vari-

Isles of  Shoals sightseeing cruise. 

Day 4: We head home, stopping at gar-
den centers and in Exeter for lunch and 
more shopping.
Cost: Members, $769 per person, twin; 
$1,029 per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $50. Full payment: due with reser-
vation. Includes motorcoach, 3 nights hotel, 
baggage, 2 dinners, 1 lunch, sightseeing 
per itinerary, driver gratuity, $25 per person 
donation to CHS, escorted by Brett Isaacson.

directors. He was named beekeeper of  
the year by the Massachusetts associa-
tion (2005) and the Eastern Apicultural 
Society (2004). 

The apiary is among 12 apiaries na-
tionwide selected to maintain 18 genetic 
lines of  Russian honeybees under the 
supervision of  the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture. The Russian honeybee of-
fers excellent disease and pest resistance 
and is an important part of  the solution 
to the challenges facing honeybees and 
beekeepers. Conlon is establishing a 
Russian honeybee breeding program 
designed to meet the strict protocols re-
quired to become certified by the Russian 
Queen Breeder’s Association.

In his talk to CHS, Conlon will touch 
on the history of  beekeeping in America 
and describe how its evolution mirrors 
that of  American agricultural practices.

He will talk about the various factors 
linked to the demise of  honeybees, in-
cluding mites and other insects, diseases 
and pesticides, with a common denomi-
nator being the loss of  habitat. “We no 
longer have a country that’s wild. It’s 
been landscaped from coast to coast to 
where there is nothing for bees to forage. 
Bees like weeds. You need a lot of  weeds 

out there, and we’ve done a good job of  
eradicating the plants these pollinators 
need,” Conlon says.

Finally, he will discuss how gardeners 
can make their property friendlier to bees 
and why it is important to do so.   

Spooning  
Ice Cream in June

CHS is hosting its annual ice cream 
social at the program meeting on 
June 20, starting at 6:30 p.m. Chil-
dren and grandchildren are welcome. 
Members and guests are invited  
to bring in bouquets from their  
gardens to grace the tables. Come 
early to the meeting and eat lots of  
ice cream. If  you would like to scoop 
the frozen treat, ladle sauce or other-
wise help, please call Fran Schoell at 
860-342-0376.

Save the Dates
Two annual trips are in the works: the holiday trip Dec. 7 
and 8 to Manchester, Vt., at the Equinox Resort and Spa, 
and the Philadelphia Flower Show March 2 and 3, 2014. 
Details will be added to cthort.org as they become available.

Visit cthort.org to download detailed registration 
fliers for trips. Contact Friendship Tours, 533 Cot-
tage Grove Rd., Bloomfield, CT 06002, 860-243-1630, 
friendshiptours.net.

And since all this loveliness can not be Heaven,
I  know in my heart it is June.

      Abba Goold Woolson, American poet, 1838-1921
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FROM THE FIELD
We love hearing about what our talented 
members are up to. Please share recent or 
upcoming gardening-related activities or 
accolades by emailing a note to news@
cthort.org.    

The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
program continues in June and fea-
tures, on June 16, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., the 
Glastonbury gardens of  Joan and Ken 
Stubenrauch, 27 Sachem Dr., and Lynn 
Murray, 576 Thompson St. On June 23, 
the garden of  Carl Salsedo, 15 Half  King 
Dr., in Burlington, will be open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Salsedo, a sustainable 
landscapes expert with the University 
of  Connecticut’s Cooperative Extension 
System, is a likely CHS program speaker 
next year. For a full list of  open gardens, 
directions, viewing times and ticket in-
formation, visit gardenconservancy.org.

Lorraine Ballato of  Brookfield teaches 
a fee-based class, “Fool Proof  Hydran-
geas,” at The New York Botanical Gar-
den on June 29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The class includes time in the Home 
Garden Center, where participants will 
examine the trial and hydrangea dem-
onstration gardens. Visit www.nybg.org.

CHS Vice President Tom Christopher 
of  Middletown spoke at the Prosser 
Public Library in Bloomfield on May 8 
about techniques for creating environ-
mentally friendly landscapes that also 
save gardeners time.

the commission. She drew up plans 
to recreate the bed layout and paths 
as shown in early photographs, using 
specialized techniques to determine the 
outline of  the beds under the turf. Mean-
while, garden club members interviewed 
gardeners and studied plant books to cre-
ate plant lists for the period 1901 to 1930.

It wasn’t until mid-1986 when ser-
endipity struck. A garden club member 
purchased a book at the spring plant sale, 
one of  the events held to raise money for 
the restoration (now known as the annual 
May Market). While browsing through 
the appendix of  “Beatrix Farrand’s 
American Landscape,” the member dis-
covered that Farrand had done a design 
for Mrs. J.W. Riddle of  Farmington, 
Conn. (aka Theodate Pope Riddle). The 
discovery changed everything! 

After some discussion, the decision 
was made to recreate the garden accord-
ing to the Farrand planting plan, which 
had been requested from her collection 
of  works held in the Department of  
Landscape Architecture at the Univer-
sity of  California at Berkeley. It seemed 
timely that this garden was being restored 
just when interest in Farrand’s work was 
mounting. Farrand (1872-1957) was the 
only female founding member of  the 
American Society of  Landscape Archi-
tects when it formed in 1899, with 10 
other members, among them Frederick 
Law Olmsted Jr., John Charles Olmsted 
and Warren H. Manning. By the time Far-
rand completed the plan for Hill-Stead, 
she was well-established and recognized 
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for her designs 
in the Northeast, 
primarily on cam-
puses and large 
estates.  Her exist-
ing Connecticut 
works include Yale 
University, the 
Eolia mansion, 
now Harkness 
State Park in Wa-
terford, Promisek 
at Three Rivers 
Farm in Bridgewa-
ter and Hill-Stead.

Her most recognized work can be 
seen at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, 
D.C., which she worked on from 1921 
to 1941, when the owners donated the 
estate to Harvard University. Many of  
her gardens have disappeared over time, 
which makes the Sunken Garden even 
more valuable as one of  the few existing 
Farrand designs.

The hunt for period plants
Once funds were raised, the challenge 
in recreating a period garden was to find 
the plants called for in Farrand’s planting 
plan. The hunt was on for the plants for 
36 beds, filled with 90 varieties, including 
Darwin tulips, annuals, perennials and 
a few roses. Some plants were easy to 
source, while others were no longer on 
the market, having been replaced with 
hybrids more suited to modern taste. 
Sometimes the color was unavailable; as 
in fashion, garden colors follow trends 

and what is hot 
one decade is not 
the next. And a 
decision had to be 
made about inva-
sive species, non-
natives like Aegi-
podium podograria 
(bishop’s weed), 
commonplace in 
early gardens but 
later avoided, as 
the plant over-
takes native habi-

tats. Ajuga reptans (bugleweed) replaced 
the bishop’s weed, but that decision was 
reversed years later, when a renewed at-
tempt was made to restore the beds as 
closely as possible to the original plan. 
These days, gardeners carefully control 
invasives, keeping them in confined 
beds and discarding spent flowers into 
the trash.

During the fall of  1987 and spring 
of  1988, contractors installed the brick 
paths and planted yew hedges, star mag-
nolias and crabapple trees. Garden club 
members finished planting more than 
5,200 plants and bulbs, and the garden 
was opened on June 21, 1988, with a 
jubilant grand-opening celebration. 

Twenty-five years later, the garden has 
matured. It has undergone a few changes 
from the initial planting. Around 2005, 
under the direction of  then curator Cindy 
Cormier, master gardener volunteers 
Paula Brisco, Claudie Blozy and Sandy 
Goralnik reinstated the search for period 
plants, scouring the Internet for sources, 
and a few more authentic plants were 
discovered. The gardens now present the 
tapestry of  color and texture that Farrand 
intended, complete with a variety of  an-
nual heliotrope grown by the gardeners 
at Harkness from historic topiaries.  

The challenge of  keeping a historic 
garden at its best will never end, since, as 
any gardener knows, nature has its own 
ideas. New challenges arise each year. 
Plant pests and diseases strike when you 

least suspect; severe weather topples tree 
limbs; hedges need attention and possi-
bly replacement after 20 to 30 years. Gar-
dens are never static. Insects have caused 
a change in plant choices: brilliant blue 
delphiniums and purple aconitum were 
replaced with annual salvias in various 
shades and heights after being hit with 
cyclamen mite and failing to respond to 
treatment. Ultimately, the salvias provide 
similar color, form and texture, but give 
an added bonus of  longer lasting color, 
keeping the Sunken Garden at its best 
into the fall. Gardeners are under watch 
for red lily leaf  beetle, new to the state 
in the 1980s and now attacking the tall 
white lilies throughout the garden. And 
this year, almost all the white ‘Honorine 
Jobert’ variety of  Japanese anemone will 

The Richard Jaynes Scholarship at 
Naugatuck Valley Community College 
(NVCC) is part of  a cause that is dear to 
the society: supporting scholarships for 
students at NVCC and the University of  
Connecticut to encourage future genera-
tions of  botanists, nursery growers and 
owners, landscape designers and others 
to become stewards of  Connecticut’s 
horticultural legacy.

Everyone is invited to scholarship 
day at Broken Arrow, which will feature 
guided tours of  the nursery’s collections, 
a slide show about mountain laurels nar-
rated by Jaynes, a raffle of  a rare moun-
tain laurel and other garden delights, a 
picnic lunch and a mid-day ceremony 
officially designating the scholarship.

The festivities will occur during 
nursery hours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and the 
CHS membership benefit of  a 10 percent 
discount will be in full force and applied 
to plant purchases. A per person dona-
tion of  $20 is requested. All proceeds 
benefit the CHS scholarship fund. For 
tickets or more information, contact the 
CHS office, 860-529-8713 or connhort@
gmail.com, or visit cthort.org.

Jaynes’ relationship with the society 
dates back several decades. He was the 
1988 recipient of  the society’s Gustav 
A.L. Mehlquist Award, which is given 
to a Connecticut horticulturalist who 
has made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to the field. In recent years, Jaynes 
and Broken Arrow staff  members have 
been CHS program speakers, served as 
auctioneers at the CHS spring and fall 
plant auctions, donated untold numbers 
of  plants to the auctions and shared their 
expertise in articles written for the CHS 
Newsletter. (Find a biography of  Jaynes 
at cthort.org, special events.)

The CHS scholarship fund is sup-
ported by income from the two annual 
plant auctions and the monthly meeting 
raffle and by donations. Currently, the 
fund supports three scholarships of  
$2,000 each at UConn and two schol-
arships of  $750 each at NVCC. Since 
the fund’s inception in 1959, CHS is 
estimated to have awarded more than 
$180,000 in scholarships.  

Broken Arrow Nursery is located at 13 Bro-
ken Arrow Rd., Hamden, Conn., 06518, 
203- 287-1035, brokenarrownursery.com.

Garden restoration has begun, as this 1988 photo depicts.

This photo, taken in 1980, shows the Sunken Garden before it 
was restored.                           Photos courtesy of Hill-Stead Museum.

be replaced, after converting to pink, 
thanks to avid pollinators. 

At its 25th anniversary, the Sunken 
Garden is poised for another great year. 
It is ready to celebrate this special mile-
stone at Historic Gardens Day on  June 
23. And, as usual, it will serve as the 
picturesque backdrop for the much an-
ticipated annual Sunken Garden Poetry 
Festival beginning June 12. It will be an-
other great year to be in the garden.  

Lea Anne Moran of West Simsbury is a 
CHS member, master gardener and the 
garden manager at Hill-Stead. She invites 
volunteers to join her in maintaining the 
Sunken Garden on Wednesdays through 
October, 9 a.m.-noon. Email her at mo-
ranla@comcast.net.

(continued on page 5)
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FROM THE FIELD
We love hearing about what our talented 
members are up to. Please share recent or 
upcoming gardening-related activities or 
accolades by emailing a note to news@
cthort.org.    

The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
program continues in June and fea-
tures, on June 16, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., the 
Glastonbury gardens of  Joan and Ken 
Stubenrauch, 27 Sachem Dr., and Lynn 
Murray, 576 Thompson St. On June 23, 
the garden of  Carl Salsedo, 15 Half  King 
Dr., in Burlington, will be open from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Salsedo, a sustainable 
landscapes expert with the University 
of  Connecticut’s Cooperative Extension 
System, is a likely CHS program speaker 
next year. For a full list of  open gardens, 
directions, viewing times and ticket in-
formation, visit gardenconservancy.org.

Lorraine Ballato of  Brookfield teaches 
a fee-based class, “Fool Proof  Hydran-
geas,” at The New York Botanical Gar-
den on June 29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The class includes time in the Home 
Garden Center, where participants will 
examine the trial and hydrangea dem-
onstration gardens. Visit www.nybg.org.

CHS Vice President Tom Christopher 
of  Middletown spoke at the Prosser 
Public Library in Bloomfield on May 8 
about techniques for creating environ-
mentally friendly landscapes that also 
save gardeners time.

the commission. She drew up plans 
to recreate the bed layout and paths 
as shown in early photographs, using 
specialized techniques to determine the 
outline of  the beds under the turf. Mean-
while, garden club members interviewed 
gardeners and studied plant books to cre-
ate plant lists for the period 1901 to 1930.

It wasn’t until mid-1986 when ser-
endipity struck. A garden club member 
purchased a book at the spring plant sale, 
one of  the events held to raise money for 
the restoration (now known as the annual 
May Market). While browsing through 
the appendix of  “Beatrix Farrand’s 
American Landscape,” the member dis-
covered that Farrand had done a design 
for Mrs. J.W. Riddle of  Farmington, 
Conn. (aka Theodate Pope Riddle). The 
discovery changed everything! 

After some discussion, the decision 
was made to recreate the garden accord-
ing to the Farrand planting plan, which 
had been requested from her collection 
of  works held in the Department of  
Landscape Architecture at the Univer-
sity of  California at Berkeley. It seemed 
timely that this garden was being restored 
just when interest in Farrand’s work was 
mounting. Farrand (1872-1957) was the 
only female founding member of  the 
American Society of  Landscape Archi-
tects when it formed in 1899, with 10 
other members, among them Frederick 
Law Olmsted Jr., John Charles Olmsted 
and Warren H. Manning. By the time Far-
rand completed the plan for Hill-Stead, 
she was well-established and recognized 

Garden Restored, from page 1      Garden Restored, from page 4      

Laurels and Legacies, from page 1      

for her designs 
in the Northeast, 
primarily on cam-
puses and large 
estates.  Her exist-
ing Connecticut 
works include Yale 
University, the 
Eolia mansion, 
now Harkness 
State Park in Wa-
terford, Promisek 
at Three Rivers 
Farm in Bridgewa-
ter and Hill-Stead.

Her most recognized work can be 
seen at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, 
D.C., which she worked on from 1921 
to 1941, when the owners donated the 
estate to Harvard University. Many of  
her gardens have disappeared over time, 
which makes the Sunken Garden even 
more valuable as one of  the few existing 
Farrand designs.

The hunt for period plants
Once funds were raised, the challenge 
in recreating a period garden was to find 
the plants called for in Farrand’s planting 
plan. The hunt was on for the plants for 
36 beds, filled with 90 varieties, including 
Darwin tulips, annuals, perennials and 
a few roses. Some plants were easy to 
source, while others were no longer on 
the market, having been replaced with 
hybrids more suited to modern taste. 
Sometimes the color was unavailable; as 
in fashion, garden colors follow trends 

and what is hot 
one decade is not 
the next. And a 
decision had to be 
made about inva-
sive species, non-
natives like Aegi-
podium podograria 
(bishop’s weed), 
commonplace in 
early gardens, but 
later avoided, as 
the plant over-
takes native habi-

tats. In the end, Ajuga reptans (bugleweed) 
replaced the bishop’s weed in the restora-
tion, a decision that was reversed years 
later, when a renewed attempt was made 
to restore the beds as closely as possible 
to the original plan. These days, garden-
ers carefully control invasives, keeping 
them in confined beds and discarding 
spent flowers into the trash.

During the fall of  1987 and spring 
of  1988, contractors installed the brick 
paths and planted yew hedges, star mag-
nolias and crabapple trees. Garden club 
members finished planting more than 
5,200 plants and bulbs, and the garden 
was opened on June 21, 1988, with a 
jubilant grand-opening celebration. 

Twenty-five years later, the garden has 
matured. It has undergone a few changes 
from the initial planting. Around 2005, 
under the direction of  then curator Cindy 
Cormier, master gardener volunteers 
Paula Brisco, Claudie Blozy and Sandy 
Goralnik reinstated the search for period 
plants, scouring the Internet for sources, 
and a few more authentic plants were 
discovered. The gardens now present the 
tapestry of  color and texture that Farrand 
intended, complete with a variety of  an-
nual heliotrope grown by the gardeners 
at Harkness from historic topiaries.  

The challenge of  keeping a historic 
garden at its best will never end, since, as 
any gardener knows, nature has its own 
ideas. New challenges arise each year. 
Plant pests and diseases strike when you 

least suspect; severe weather topples tree 
limbs; hedges need attention and possi-
bly replacement after 20 to 30 years. Gar-
dens are never static. Insects have caused 
a change in plant choices: brilliant blue 
delphiniums and purple aconitum were 
replaced with annual salvias in various 
shades and heights after being hit with 
cyclamen mite and failing to respond to 
treatment. Ultimately, the salvias provide 
similar color, form and texture, but give 
an added bonus of  longer lasting color, 
keeping the Sunken Garden at its best 
into the fall. Gardeners are under watch 
for red lily leaf  beetle, new to the state 
in the 1980s and now attacking the tall 
white lilies throughout the garden. And 
this year, almost all the white ‘Honorine 
Jobert’ variety of  Japanese anemone will 

The Richard Jaynes Scholarship at 
Naugatuck Valley Community College 
(NVCC) is part of  a cause that is dear to 
the society: supporting scholarships for 
students at NVCC and the University of  
Connecticut to encourage future genera-
tions of  botanists, nursery growers and 
owners, landscape designers and others 
to become stewards of  Connecticut’s 
horticultural legacy.

Everyone is invited to scholarship 
day at Broken Arrow, which will feature 
guided tours of  the nursery’s collections, 
a slide show about mountain laurels nar-
rated by Jaynes, a raffle of  a rare moun-
tain laurel and other garden delights, a 
picnic lunch and a mid-day ceremony 
officially designating the scholarship.

The festivities will occur during 
nursery hours, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and the 
CHS membership benefit of  a 10 percent 
discount will be in full force and applied 
to plant purchases. A per person dona-
tion of  $20 is requested. All proceeds 
benefit the CHS scholarship fund. For 
tickets or more information, contact the 
CHS office, 860-529-8713 or connhort@
gmail.com, or visit cthort.org.

Jaynes’ relationship with the society 
dates back several decades. He was the 
1988 recipient of  the society’s Gustav 
A.L. Mehlquist Award, which is given 
to a Connecticut horticulturalist who 
has made an extraordinary contribu-
tion to the field. In recent years, Jaynes 
and Broken Arrow staff  members have 
been CHS program speakers, served as 
auctioneers at the CHS spring and fall 
plant auctions, donated untold numbers 
of  plants to the auctions and shared their 
expertise in articles written for the CHS 
Newsletter. (Find a biography of  Jaynes 
at cthort.org, special events.)

The CHS scholarship fund is sup-
ported by income from the two annual 
plant auctions and the monthly meeting 
raffle and by donations. Currently, the 
fund supports three scholarships of  
$2,000 each at UConn and two schol-
arships of  $750 each at NVCC. Since 
the fund’s inception in 1959, CHS is 
estimated to have awarded more than 
$180,000 in scholarships.  

Broken Arrow Nursery is located at 13 Bro-
ken Arrow Rd., Hamden, Conn., 06518, 
203- 287-1035, brokenarrownursery.com.

Garden restoration has begun, as this 1988 photo depicts.

This photo, taken in 1980, shows the Sunken Garden before it 
was restored.                           Photos courtesy of Hill-Stead Museum.

be replaced, after converting to pink, 
thanks to avid pollinators. 

At its 25th anniversary, the Sunken 
Garden is poised for another great year. 
It is ready to celebrate this special mile-
stone at Historic Gardens Day on  June 
23. And, as usual, it will serve as the 
picturesque backdrop for the much an-
ticipated annual Sunken Garden Poetry 
Festival beginning June 12. It will be an-
other great year to be in the garden.  

Lea Anne Moran of West Simsbury is a 
CHS member, master gardener and the 
garden manager at Hill-Stead. She invites 
volunteers to join her in maintaining the 
Sunken Garden on Wednesdays through 
October, 9 a.m.-noon. Email her at mo-
ranla@comcast.net.

(continued on page 5)
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, June 20

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

The Buzz on Bees, the Comings and  
Goings of the Queen of Pollinators  

June 20—Speaker Dan Conlon, South Deerfield, Mass.

When Dan Conlon was 14 
years old, he got a summer 
job working for a farmer 

named Hugh Bell near Dayton, Ohio. 
Bell put Conlon in charge of  the bees, 
which farmers kept then to help pollinate 
crops and, as a bonus, for the honey they 
produced. 

The job was exciting. “As a teenager, 
being around something that can sting 
you and yet not get stung, that was kind 
of  gutsy,” Conlon says. Under Bell’s 
guidance, Conlon raised queen bees that 
first summer, a feat he didn’t appreciate 
until much later, when he saw how many 
seasoned beekeepers shied away from the 
task. He spent Sunday afternoons with 
Bell and his cronies “bee lining,” taking 
long walks through fields and woods in 
search of  bees living in hollowed-out trees.

 For three summers, Conlon studied 
the bees and saw that they operated 
within their own little kingdom. “It was 
the first time I got out of  my adolescent 
self, and it taught me to see that I was 
part of  a greater world. It molded a lot 
of  my values,” he says.

Many years passed before Conlon 
would take up beekeeping full time. He 
arrived in South Deerfield, Mass., by way 
of  music—he played guitar, mandolin 
and banjo with several groups—and 
settled in the Pioneer Valley town. As 
he and his wife Bonita raised their fam-
ily, Conlon worked at Northfield Mount 
Hermon school for 25 years.

When the children were grown, Dan 
and Bonita founded Warm Colors Api-
ary (warmcolorsapiary.com), where they 
produce varieties of  local and regional 
honeys and beeswax products and pro-
vide pollination to farms and orchards 
in the region. Dan Conlon has served 
as president of  the Massachusetts Bee-
keepers Association and Franklin County 
Bee Association and as a member of  the 
Eastern Apicultural Society’s board of  

Glorious Gardens of the United Kingdom   
*Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew * Wisley * Hever Castle * Sissinghurst

* Blenheim Palace * London city tour * Gardens of the Cotswolds * High tea
Monday, Sept. 16 – Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013   

Day 4:  Hampton Court Palace, set amid 
60 acres of  manicured gardens on the 
upper reaches of  the River Thames, and 
Tudor Palace and the Baroque Palace; 
Wisley, the flagship gardens of  the Royal 
Horticultural Society, where the Wisley 
steward escorts us on a 90-minute tour of  
the many formal and informal gardens. 

Day 5: Hever Castle, childhood home 
of  King Henry VIII’s second wife, 
Anne Boleyn; Sissinghurst, the famous 
garden created in the 1930s by Vita 
Sackville-West and her husband Harold 
Nicholson.  

Day 6: Blenheim Palace, home to the elev-
enth Duke and Duchess of  Marlborough 
and birthplace of  Sir Winston Churchill; 
Christ Church College at Oxford.

Ojourney begins Monday, Sept. 
16, with a motorcoach ride to 
Newark Airport for an over-

night flight to London. Upon arrival at 
London Heathrow Airport the following 
day, we enjoy a tour of  London. Lunch is 
at Covent Garden, the site of  the ancient 
fruit and vegetable market transformed 
into a vibrant pedestrian-friendly area. 
Then we check into our hotel and share 
a welcome dinner. Here are more trip 
highlights: 

Day 3: Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, 
a World Heritage site and home to the 
world’s largest collection of  living plants 
(over 30,000 types) and assorted buildings; 
Syon Park, home to the Dukes of  Nor-
thumberland for more than 400 years. 

Day 7: The Cotswolds, an area of  tiny 
stone-housed villages and lovely country-
side; Hidcote Manor Gardens; Kiftsgate 
Court Gardens; an English high tea in 
the Cotwolds.

Days 8 & 9: Returning to London, we 
stop to see Olympic Park and then cel-
ebrate our holiday with our farewell din-
ner. We return home the next day, Sept. 
24, savoring memories of  a great trip. 
Cost: Members, $3,895 per person, twin; 
$4,695, per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $100. Deposit: $500 per person, 
due by April 19. Full payment: due with 
reservation. Includes round-trip flights to 
London, motorcoach, guide while in U.K., 
7 nights hotel, tax, baggage, 7 full English 
breakfasts, 4 dinners, sightseeing per itin-
erary, $50 per person donation to CHS, 
escorted by Brett Isaacson.

Summer by the Sea: Portsmouth, N.H.    
Fuller Gardens * Strawberry Banke * Isles of Shoals Cruise

Fosters Clambake * Moffatt-Ladd House & Gardens 
Sunday, July 21-Wednesday, July 24, 2013   

eties and a guided visit to Strawberry 
Banke, an outdoor museum depicting 
daily life in a centuries-old waterfront 
neighborhood. Dinner is at The District 
Restaurant, whose purveyors include 15 
local farms. 

Day 3: The day begins with a guided tour 
of  a 1763 Georgian mansion, the Mof-
fatt-Ladd House and garden, followed by 
a clambake lunch at Foster’s Clambake in 
York, Maine. The afternoon features an 

The first stop on our annual sum-
mer trip, this year to Portsmouth, 
N.H., is Fuller Gardens, among 

the last of  the working turn-of-the-cen-
tury estate gardens in the Northeast. Ar-
riving in Portsmouth, we check into the 
Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel 
and enjoy dinner at the hotel.

 Day 2: Highlights include a guided 
city tour with stops at Prescott Park to 
view a trial garden for new plant vari-

Isles of  Shoals sightseeing cruise. 

Day 4: We head home, stopping at gar-
den centers and in Exeter for lunch and 
more shopping.
Cost: Members, $769 per person, twin; 
$1,029 per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $50. Full payment: due with reser-
vation. Includes motorcoach, 3 nights hotel, 
baggage, 2 dinners, 1 lunch, sightseeing 
per itinerary, driver gratuity, $25 per person 
donation to CHS, escorted by Brett Isaacson.

directors. He was named beekeeper of  
the year by the Massachusetts associa-
tion (2005) and the Eastern Apicultural 
Society (2004). 

The apiary is among 12 apiaries na-
tionwide selected to maintain 18 genetic 
lines of  Russian honeybees under the 
supervision of  the U.S. Department of  
Agriculture. The Russian honeybee of-
fers excellent disease and pest resistance 
and is an important part of  the solution 
to the challenges facing honeybees and 
beekeepers. Conlon is establishing a 
Russian honeybee breeding program 
designed to meet the strict protocols re-
quired to become certified by the Russian 
Queen Breeder’s Association.

In his talk to CHS, Conlon will touch 
on the history of  beekeeping in America 
and describe how its evolution mirrors 
that of  American agricultural practices.

He will talk about the various factors 
linked to the demise of  honeybees, in-
cluding mites and other insects, diseases 
and pesticides, with a common denomi-
nator being the loss of  habitat. “We no 
longer have a country that’s wild. It’s 
been landscaped from coast to coast to 
where there is nothing for bees to forage. 
Bees like weeds. You need a lot of  weeds 

out there, and we’ve done a good job of  
eradicating the plants these pollinators 
need,” Conlon says.

Finally, he will discuss how gardeners 
can make their property friendlier to bees 
and why it is important to do so.   

Spooning  
Ice Cream in June

CHS is hosting its annual ice cream 
social at the program meeting on 
June 20, starting at 7 p.m. Children 
and grandchildren are welcome. 
Members and guests are invited  
to bring in bouquets from their  
gardens to grace the tables. Come 
early to the meeting and eat lots of  
ice cream. If  you would like to scoop 
the frozen treat, ladle sauce or other-
wise help, please call Fran Schoell at 
860-342-0376.

Save the Dates
Two annual trips are in the works: the holiday trip Dec. 7 
and 8 to Manchester, Vt., at the Equinox Resort and Spa, 
and the Philadelphia Flower Show March 2 and 3, 2014. 
Details will be added to cthort.org as they become available.

Visit cthort.org to download detailed registration 
fliers for trips. Contact Friendship Tours, 533 Cot-
tage Grove Rd., Bloomfield, CT 06002, 860-243-1630, 
friendshiptours.net.

And since all this loveliness can not be Heaven,
I  know in my heart it is June.

      Abba Goold Woolson, American poet, 1838-1921
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the summer issue is July 8. Costs listed below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

Standard Flower Show
The West Hartford Garden Club pres-
ents a small standard flower show June 
1, 1-4 p.m., at the Butler-McCook House 
and Garden, 396 Main St., Hartford. The 
admission fee of  $7 includes access to 
the historic house and garden. Contact: 
860-522-1806.

West End Garden Tour 
Hartford’s West End Civic Association 
hosts “Gardens Around the West End,” 
a self-guided tour of  12 gardens in the 
historic neighborhood on June 1 (rain 
date, June 2), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Get a map 
on tour day at Central Supermarket, 550 
Farmington Ave., Hartford. Suggested 
donation, $20. Visit westend.org, email 
gardensaround@gmail.com.

Butterflies and Plant Sale
Chelsea Botanical Gardens in Norwich 
holds its annual butterfly pavilion June 
6-7, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and June 8-9, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m., Hart’s Greenhouse and Florist, 43 
Clinton Ave., Norwich. Admission: $6, 
adults; $4, children under 12. Contact: 
860-889-6642, chelseagardens@gmail.
com, chelseabotanicalgardens.org.

GardenFest in Old Lyme
The Florence Griswold Museum in Old 
Lyme kicks off  its 10-day GardenFest 
with a plant sale Friday, June 7, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. The festival celebrates the site’s 
historic gardens and features special 
events through June 16. Most events 
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

are free with museum admission. Call 
860-434-5542, ext. 111; visit florence-
griswoldmuseum.org. 

Farmington Garden Tour
Seven private gardens are featured in 
the Farmington Garden Tour June 8, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., sponsored by the Friends 
of  the Farmington Library Committee. 
Buy advance tickets ($20) at the Main 
and Barney libraries and tour-day tickets 
($25) at the homes. A lunch will be held 
at the Barney Library on Church Street; 
tickets cost $10. Contact: 860-673-6791. 

Stamford-area Garden Tour
The Bartlett Arboreum & Gardens hosts 
a tour of  four Stamford-area private 
gardens, one historic public garden and 
the arboretum June 9, noon-4 p.m., 
and June 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Prices: $55, 
garden tour; $20, benefit luncheon on 
June 10; $125, cocktails in the garden 
on June 6. Info: bartlettarboretum.org 
or 203-322-6971. 

Master Gardener Fair
The Fairfield County Master Gardeners 
hold their garden fair June 9, 12:30-5 
p.m., Fairfield County Extension Cen-
ter, 67 Stony Hill Rd., Bethel. The fair 
features presentations (including a talk 
on low-maintenance gardening by CHS 
member Lorraine Ballato), free soil-
testing, a perennial walk and children’s 
activities. Free admission. Contact: 203-
207-3262, bethelgardenfair.org.

Lyme-Old Lyme Garden Tour
The self-guided garden tour sponsored 
by the Lyme-Old Lyme Auxiliary of  the 
Child and Family Agency of  Southeast-
ern Connecticut is June 14 and 15, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Tickets: $20, advance; $25, 
tour day. Boxed lunches ($15) are avail-
able with reservations by June 9. Order 
tickets through childandfamilyagency.org 
or call 860-443-2896, ext. 1403. 

Rose Weekend Festival
Elizabeth Park in Hartford will be 
abloom June 22 and 23, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
in a free celebration of  the park’s re-
nowned rose garden featuring horticul-
tural experts, a farmers market, music, 
arts, crafts and 15,000 roses in bloom. 
Visit elizabethparkct.org. Also, Elizabeth 
Park needs gardening volunteers at all 
times and especially in advance of  rose 
weekend. Interested gardeners should 
contact Andrea Masisak, 860-231-9443, 
volunteer@elizabethparkct.org.

Hardy Plant Society Picnic  
On June 22, the Hardy Plant Society 
hosts its summer potluck picnic and 
garden tour at Quackin’ Grass Nursery, 
16 Laurel Hill Rd., Brooklyn. The event 
begins at 11 a.m. RSVP to Leslie Shields 
at selchie1@comcast.net or 860-747-
8175. Visit QuackinGrassNursery.com 
or call 860-779-1732.

Letter from the President
Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

Acquisition is maintenance. One of  my “way back 
when” gurus espoused this idea, that with acquiring 
something comes the responsibility for taking care of  it 
in order to continue our enjoyment  beyond the transac-
tion. Stay with me here. 

At the May board meeting, the Membership Com-
mittee, co-chaired by Lynn Cavo and Elaine Widmer, 
reported on strengthening CHS membership benefits into 
a compelling package for new members and an irresist-
ible one for renewing CHS-ers. The committee defined 
no fewer than a dozen benefits for all, defined sustaining-member categories and 
underscored the matching-gift category. (IBM has qualified CHS to receive match-
ing gifts from IBM at a ratio of  1:1 per donation from current company employees 
and .5:1 for retiree donations.) Our dialog was peppered with the word “belong,” as 
in belonging to CHS, belonging to a membership category. It occurred to me that 
we got that partly wrong. CHS belongs to us—to all of  us who are members. As 
with any acquisition, maintenance is required, not just by a precious few volunteers 
and committees, but by all of  you. When I wrote last month about how the average 
$35 membership costs CHS $118 in benefits, some members asked how we could 
continue at this pace. 

We can’t—unless you help with a single volunteer action each year or support the 
various activities we present (and give us feedback if  we aren’t on target with pro-
grams, trips, events, suggested donations, etc.). I challenge you to up your participa-
tion. Showing up is a form of  “maintaining” your membership. It encourages our volunteers 
in their work and gives us the opportunity to know you and learn from each other.

 On June 9, we will host scholarship day at Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden to 
formally recognize a CHS scholarship designated as the Richard Jaynes Scholarship 
at Naugatuck Valley Community College. Your suggested $20 entry donation gets 
you lunch, two guided tours of  nursery collections, a slide show about the history of  
mountain-laurel breeding presented by the laurel guru himself, a silent auction and 
one of  my favorite CHS benefits: 10 percent off  your purchases. All proceeds go to 
our scholarship program. Show up—and maintain your membership.

See you on June 9 in Hamden and on June 20 at the program meeting for “The 
Buzz on Bees.” In the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen!

Nancy B.

Farewell from the Editor
Dear newsletter readers: This is my final issue as editor of  the CHS Newsletter. 
Thank you for your contributions of  articles, photographs, drawings, letters, 
event listings and ideas during my four years as newsletter editor and for the 
three years before that when I was chair of  the CHS Newsletter Committee. 
You have inspired me, and I hope the newsletter has been a source of  inspira-
tion and enjoyment for you. Resumes and cover letters for the position of  CHS 
content editor are being accepted at the CHS office through June 13. Find a job 
description and other details at cthort.org.  

 —Colleen Fitzpatrick Michelson

Karen Berger, Canton

Deborah Dargaty, Danbury

Jennifer Klinger, New Hartford

Andrea Moschella, Avon

Marilyn Palmer, Simsbury

Don Parrott, Bethany

Judith Rusk, Bethlehem, Pa.

Patricia Salner, West Hartford 

Donna Wellins, West Hartford

 Memberships: 775 
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A Garden is Restored: 25 Years Later 
by Lea Anne Moran

Of Laurels  
and Legacies 

There is something almost mysti-
cal about being in the Sunken 
Garden at Hill-Stead Museum 

in the early morning when the birds 
are chirping and the grass is still wet 
with morning dew. It must be the same 
feeling that Theodate Pope Riddle had 
when she convinced her parents to let 
her build them a country home for their 
retirement on the hilltop in Farmington 
more than 100 years ago. It is no wonder 
she decided to create a sunken garden, 
nestled in the dell just below the mas-
ter bedroom window, from which her 
mother, Ada Pope, could admire her 
beloved blooms. And it’s no wonder that 
more than 80 years later, two local garden 
clubs came together to restore the garden 
to its former glory. 

The garden has undergone some 
transformation since the time of  the 
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
June 6 – Board meeting, potluck 

supper

June 9 – Scholarship day at Broken 
Arrow Nursery, Hamden  
(see page 1)

June 20 – Program meeting, Dan 
Conlon, “The Buzz on Bees,”  
West Hartford (see page 3)

July 8 – Summer CHS Newsletter 
deadline

original owners, Alfred and Ada Pope. 
Long after their deaths, during the la-
bor shortages of  World War II, their 
daughter Theodate made the sensible 
decision to turf  over the flower beds 
and remove the hedges and walkways, 
leaving only the 25-foot-long summer 
house where her mother loved to enter-
tain. Upon Theodate’s death in 1946, she 
bequeathed the house and property for 
use as a museum, full of  French impres-
sionist art and period furniture. While 
there are many masterpieces inside the 
house, the real gem of  the 152-acre estate 
is the garden, which has been restored 
to the 1920s plan by legendary landscape 
architect, Beatrix Farrand. 

The restoration began in 1983, 
when the Garden Club of  Hartford 
and the Connecticut Valley Garden 
Club together took on the task. It was a 

multiyear endeavor, 
beginning with plan-
ning (1984-1985), 
fund-raising activi-
ties (1986), design-
ing and hunting for 
plants (1986-87) and 
construction and 
planting (1987-88). 

To complete the 
design,  Shavaun 
Towers, a seasoned 
landscape architect 
based in New Ha-
ven, was awarded 
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June is when the beautiful geometric 
buds and blossoms of  the mountain 
laurel create a tapestry of  elegant 

whites, cotton-candy pinks and eye-
catching reds in woodlands and rocky 
areas throughout the state. 

Connecticut is also fortunate to be 
home to one of  the world’s leading au-
thorities on mountain laurels (Kalmia lati-
folia cvs. and spp.), Richard Jaynes, owner 
of  Broken Arrow Nursery in Hamden. 
And CHS is lucky to have Jaynes as a 
longtime member and steadfast friend.

To celebrate such abundance—the 
mountain laurels in bloom and a valued 
CHS friendship—the society is hosting 
a special event at the nursery on June 9 
to recognize Jaynes by naming a CHS 
scholarship in his honor.

Despite the early date of  the 
spring plant auction, the 
cool temperatures and the 

absence of  two familiar auctioneers, 
CHS made nearly $5,000 to benefit 
the CHS scholarship fund that sup-
ports students at the University of  
Connecticut and Naugatuck Valley 
Community College.

The success of  the April 19 event 
was due to the hard work of  sev-
eral members and friends. As Auction 
Committee co-chairs, Fran Schoell 
and I have come to depend on the 
following people to handle their 
“usual chores” without fuss: Karen 
Ellsworth, who kept us fed; Nancy 
Brennick, who brought and operated 
the charge machine; Fairlee Latawic, 
Joanne Luppi, Cindy Andrus and 
Phyllis Green, who received and priced 

Success at the Spring Plant Auction 
by Leslie Shields

plants; Sarah Bailey, who with other 
master gardeners set up and broke 
down the room at the Tolland County 
Agricultural Center (TAC); Ginny 
Gingras, who attended to organiza-
tional details; the master gardeners; 
Pat Jurovaty, who delivered plants to 
bidders; and Christine Pane and Fran 
Schoell, who registered bidders and 
collected money. 

I must also mention the wholesale 
and retail nurseries that donated plants. 
They included O’Brien Nurserymen, 
Silver Spring Nursery, Broken Arrow 
Nursery, The Plant Group, Dietrich 
Gardens, Tower Farm, Cheshire Nurs-
ery, Kurtz Farm, Waterfield Farm, 
Winterberry Garden, Cassertano 
Farm, Butler Garden Center, Brier-
wood Nurseries, Wotujsik Nursery, 
Moscarillo’s, Prides Corner and espe-

cially Natureworks. Please remember 
these friends as you shop for plants.

Several individuals donated large 
numbers of  plants, including Judy 
King, David Smith, Arija Retsema, and 
Nancy White. The society thanks you. 

I also would like to thank auc-
tioneers Adam Wheeler and Chris 
Koppel of  Broken Arrow Nursery in 
Hamden, Maryanne Gryboski and Judy 
King. A big thank you goes to Nancy 
DuBrule-Clemente of  Natureworks 
in Northford. Even with a big day 
scheduled for the following morning 
at her garden center, she filled in for 
longstanding auctioneers Kevin Wilcox 
and John O’Brien and brought a van 
loaded with plants. 

What a wonderful, educational, fun 
and successful night. Many thanks to 
one and all!

Ada Pope surveys her sunken garden at what is now Hill-Stead 
Museum in Farmington. The Beatrix Farrand-designed garden 
was restored 25 years ago this month. 

Editor’s note: June 23 is historic gardens day in Connecticut, when various events occur at 
several historic gardens throughout the state. Visit cthistoricgardens.org for links to gardens 
and their special activities, and read on to learn how one garden was preserved.


