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Haley Clafton 

Andrew Lohmar 

Justin Norman 

Participating I             RNT 

Participating III          Both 

Affiliate                      RNT 

Both 

RNT 

Participating II 

Seth Sprinkle     

Issac Trichler  
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COMM SEL / May 24     Kirsch 
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2,9,16,23,30    Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
                      Thursdays, 4p–7p 

         16           BEFA Board Meeting, RNT Facility 
  Thursday, 4p  

         18           Disaster Airlift Response Team, RNT 
                      Saturday, 10a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

      840 W Perimeter Rd   Renton, WA 98057       Office Ph: (425) 271-2332     befa.org                  JUNE 2022

                        

 

    

WELCOME ABOARD! 

  New Members       Share Class          Airport 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Member      New Rating/Date   Instructor(s)   Member                  New Rating/Date  Instructor(s) 

Member               1st Solo            Instructor(s) 

Upcoming Event 

 

June 

See News Briefs > p. 6 > for details  
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2022 Annual Meeting/Crab Feed 

The 2022 Annual Meeting/Crab Feed was held May 21, 2022 

in our hangar and was an opportunity for BEFA members to 

eat some great food, talk about airplanes and aviation, and 

hear from the Board about the health and status of BEFA.   

Because of COVID restrictions this was the first meeting 

since 2019.  There were approximately 65 in attendance. 

This event demonstrated that volunteerism is alive and well 

as many contributed to the preparation for the meeting 

making the day a big success.  Our BEFA VP, Joel 

Purification, did an outstanding job of pulling it all together. 

For those that weren’t there, I’m going to summarize the 

various topics reviewed by the Board. 

SECRETARY, AARON BALOG reviewed our membership 

process and overall membership status.  The membership 

roster is very fluid with pilots coming and going for various 

reasons, and it takes a lot of time and effort to stay on top 

of it all, especially as we bring in new Guest members.  

Aaron also presented the new hangar that we have signed 

a lease for at PAE.  This will be a vast improvement in 

establishing a true home for BEFA at PAE.   We are currently 

working with a contractor to build out the interior of the 

hangar.  More to come on this topic. 

TREASURER, HARIUM MARTIN-MORRIS briefed the 

financial data that the Board reviews each month.  We have 

worked very hard to keep an overall positive cash flow while 

building reserves for future expenses such as building fund, 

TBO, aircraft upgrades (capital fund), and insurance 

premiums. During these challenging inflationary times, BEFA 

is not immune to dealing with their impact to our operations.  

Our challenge is to keep BEFA resilient and at the same time 

provide a best value for our membership.  Harium also 

addressed discussions he is having with the Museum of 

Flight at BFI  regarding partnering with them for ground 

school as well as flight training scholarships.  More to come 

on this subject. 

OPERATIONS, MATT SMITH shared the fleet status and 

condition by aircraft. We are bringing many aircraft on line 

after a long winter of maintenance and upgrades as quickly 

as possible.  We now have twenty aircraft in our fleet and 

review each tail number at the Board meetings to make sure 

they are getting the proper prioritization.  Thanks to our 

maintenance service providers, ACE Aviation and Regal 

Aviation, we are fortunate to have a well- 

 

maintained fleet.  Like so many other industries, we are 

being continually challenged with supply chain issues that 

require more time just for everyday requirements.  

SAFETY, BOB GUTHRIE shared the current status of our 

CFI’s.  We have a great cadre of instructors and are 

continually challenged to meet the needs of our students at 

RNT and PAE.  Bob also presented some great tips on what 

to look for when planning an extended cross country which 

requires prior approvals. 

As we all prepare for the summer flying season, getting the 

rust off not only entails our flying skills but also refreshing 

ourselves with the BEFA Rules of Operation.  These rules 

are constantly being updated and it is the members 

responsibility to be familiar with them.  If you have any 

questions about these rules, Bob is happy to discuss their 

application with you.    

VICE PRESIDENT, JOEL PURIFICACION shared with 

the members a lot of the upcoming aviation events that 

BEFA members can volunteer to participate in.  This is 

particularly significant this year because many of these 

events were cancelled over the past three years because of 

COVID.  So, check our newsletter and our media pages as 

member events will be announced by Joel.    

 

 

BEFA Crew Members Recognition  

Warren Morrison, Ray Pedrizetti, Rick 

Wallace, Jon Klinger, Janik Zender, Dave 

Stockwell, and Christian Frey 

Special Group Recognition  

There is a special group who performed interior 

refurbishments of 735LH, 704RY, and 78440. 

Christian Frey, Joerg Zender and Janik Zender 

 

 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

AWARDS 

There were a lot of recognition   

awards announced, particularly 

since we have not had an annual 
meeting for three years.  I want to 

name these recipients for those 

who were not at the meeting. 
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Time & Effort Recognition 

The following are individuals who continue to provide their 

time and effort: 

Paul Ust, Charlie Mallory, Brian Jones, Adam 

Tomlinson, Steve Kirsch, Chet Hwong, Josh 

Swanson, and Oliver Huebler 

Special Recognition  

A special recognition to our BEFA Accountant, Millicent 

Rhoades, who provided the excellent crab for dinner.   

2022 Member of the Year 

Our 2022 Member of the Year is the Zender Family (the 

Flying Zenders) who lead the aircraft interior upgrades, 

hangar cleanups, and are always willing to help at BEFA. 

2022 Derdick Award 

Our 2022 Derdick Award winner is Doug Weller who leads 

PPE COVID deliveries, DART events, and Food Drives. 

Lifetime Achievement Award in Aviation 

We had a Lifetime Achievement Award in Aviation 

recognition for Steve Beardslee.  Steve has had a USAF 

career, a Boeing career, and has been an active member of 

BEFA for many decades, including serving on the BEFA 

Board as past President.  

It is truly gratifying to hear about all the people who work 

tirelessly to make BEFA  successful. 

   

 

 

 

Boeing’s Flight Learning Benefit,             

Learning Together Program (LTP) 

In the past few weeks, we were surprised and delighted to 

learn that The Boeing Company will significantly increase the 

flight training benefits for employees.  The Learning 

Together Program (LTP) will now award $2000 for the first 

solo (up from $500), and then LTP will payout $8000 on 

completion of the Private Pilot License (from $1000).   

 

 

 

A long time ago, the original intent of the $1500 flight 

training benefit was to cover all of the training expenses, 

but only Bill Boeing was able to benefit from this amount… 

and Wes.  Fortunately, the new $10,000 payout will get 

close to the original spirit of the benefit. 

My phone, Skype IM, and email has been ringing off the 

hook with inquiries from interested employees.  BEFA is 

positioned to benefit greatly from the influx of new 

members.  Our efforts to build up the Paine Field BEFA base 

with a new office, lounge, ops manager, and instructor(s), 

will be well timed to capture this wave of Boeing employee 

demand in addition to the new fleet additions we’ve added 

at Renton as well. 

If you’re a Boeing employee in the middle of pursuing your 

PPL goal, enjoy the new generous benefit from the 

Company!  Take that, Amazon!        

 

 

 

 

N93WE Officially On Line 

Let’s start with good news. The Super Decathlon is officially 

on line.  We’re going through the twenty-hour break-in 

period with engine restrictions.  The cost during this break-

in period is $140/tach-hour. I’m looking forward to flying 

with some of you as we prepare for what the airplane is 

designed to do. 

Fleet Location – RNT vs PAE 

On a different topic, when I joined the board nearly fifteen 

years ago, some of the most contentious meetings were 

ones where we discussed which airplanes should be at 

Renton versus Paine.  There were vocal advocates for both 

locations.  This discussion has not gone away, and can still 

spark lively debate.  I’ve spent some time scratching my 

head over the issue, and this month I’m going to offer my 

reasoning for the current distribution of the C-172’s within 

the BEFA fleet. 

At Renton, we have a wide spectrum of pilots from both 

Participating and Guest (including retirees) ranks. That 

yields a range of pilot availability during the day, keeping 

airplanes at Renton flying all day long during the week.  

Paine has a very different demographic.  Nearly all the PAE 

flying members are current Boeing employees, meaning the 

usage during the week tends to conform to work shifts, with 

most pilots flying later in the day.  The result is no  

From your Vice President,  

Joel Purificacion 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 
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matter how many planes we have at Paine, they will always 

have less hours put on them.  If we were to use a simple 

average hourly usage to distribute airplanes, Paine would 

hardly rate any planes compared to Renton.  That’s not fair 

to the pilots who utilize Paine as they pay the same dues as 

the rest of us, and should expect the same level of service 

availability. This demographic is also part of the reason we 

struggle to keep full time instructors there.  It's difficult to 

get enough flights throughout the day to make money. 

I believe the discussion has to be what service level should 

be supported at PAE.  It’s my opinion we need three IFR 

capable C-172 at the PAE facility. That pretty much 

guarantees there are always two basic training airplanes 

available due to the day-to-day issues which tend to keep 

one airplane off-line at all times (e.g., repairs, paint, etc.).  

In addition, they are capable of flying a variety of missions, 

both IFR and VFR.  I won't claim full interchangeability due 

to different avionics.  There was a request to move N78440 

to PAE in order to move a more capable C-172 to Renton.  

Moving N78440 to PAE causes issues because, as it sits, it is 

effectively a VFR only airplane.  Going back to the diverse 

usage patterns, Renton can make better use of a VFR only 

airplane than can Paine.  Therefore, we are not going to 

move N78440.  Given this argument, I believe we have the 

right C-172’s at PAE.  We have no intention of moving 

airplanes down to Renton at this time.  If history is any 

indication, this is not the last word on the topic. 

There is relief in sight. In the August/September time frame, 

we expect to receive a Vans RV12iS lease back from Vans 

as a prelude to receiving our own airplane.  It will go into 

service in Renton.  The really good news is that once we get 

our new RV12, it looks like we’ll be able to take in a matching 

lease-back RV12iS, giving us a really good training pair.  

They will be excellent VFR and IFR training platforms. 

Airplane distribution is a complex issue.  Assuming you buy 

my arguments, we have the right airplanes at the right 

places for the time being. The RV12's will provide the next 

round of relief for Renton. 

We’ll talk again next month.  Until then, “operate” as if your 

life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New BEFA CFI 

 
I am pleased to announce our newly approved BEFA CFI, 

Jordan Ming.  Jordan joined our BEFA staff six months ago 

as Assistant Operations Manager. We now welcome her to 

the BEFA flight instructor ranks. 

Cross-Country Itinerary Form 

Summer is officially here and even though the warm 

weather is not, supply chain or maybe climate change 

problems, cross country flying request forms are on the rise. 

Three of the last four I have seen left out the not so new 

block "hours to the next AD".  Some of you are 

scheduling a long time in advance and think "not sure what 

that number will be", others just forget.  Please put in the 

number that exists at the time you make the reservation. 

When I get the request, the first thing I do is look at your 

pilot record form. That doesn't work well for the PAE pilots 

whose files are not in Renton, so please send a copy of your 

pilot record form to Diana (office@befa.org) along with your 

cross-country itinerary request. 

Airplane Airworthiness 

Airplane airworthiness is a subject of great interest to all of 

us.  Every time we get ready to fly, we all do a very  

 

From your Safety Officer,  

Bob Guthrie 
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careful inspection and determine that our airplane is truly 

airworthy.  Seventeen of our thirty-one instructors were 

treated to an hour-long discussion "Understanding 

Airworthiness" from a DPE perspective led by Howard 

Wolvington.  He gave all of us a link to the presentation. I 

encourage all of us during our next six-month check ride to 

consider/reconsider the subject. 

Fly safe!  Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kudos for Our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us running 
smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We thank the 

following for their recent contribution. 

★ Tom Warren for his CAD help for the new PAE 

Hangar/Office design.   

★ Casey Johnson (CFI), Kirk Running, Tom Warren and 

Al Sipe for helping at the PAE hangar meeting.  

★ Mike Dziubinski for his all day help with the SR-22. 

N737WS & N58628 Checkout Reminder 

For aircraft that have Aspen or G5 PFD and/or HSI’s (digital 

attitude indicators and/or HSI’s), it is recommended that 

for VFR, you get a check out with a BEFA Instructor familiar 

with the basic function of the devices. Prior to any 

instrument flights, a checkout by a BEFA CFII is required if 

no prior experience with these devises in IFR. 

 

Grievance:  

5/13/22 - 97PD window open and light switches left in ON 

position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Attention PAE Pilots 

BEFA is not allowed to give out the PAE gate code.  

You must have a badge to go from Land to Airside.  

 

 
 

 

         BEFA no longer accepts Cash. Payment may be made via: 

 Check - personal or bank generated  

 Zelle (no fee) - through your bank or Zelle app  

 FSP - credit card (+ 3% fee added) 

 

 

Aim, Focus, Click 

Welcome to the BEFA Website Photo Gallery!  Recently I 

started a BEFA website photo gallery with the idea of BEFA 

members sharing pictures of cool places they fly to.  Without 

further ado, consider this my invitation to you to snap 

pictures of fun flying outings or sightings, and send those 

treasured photo memories to me for all to see on the 

website.  

 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 

From your Assist. Operations Manager,  

Jordan Ming 

BEFA is Cashless 

Just a Friendly Reminder! 

https://netorgft4415702-my.sharepoint.com/personal/asst_office_befa_org/Documents/4c_Instruction%20Documents/Understanding-Airworthiness-Rev-5-2022.pdf
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Pilots/Ground Support Needed on June 18th 

By CFI Doug Weller       

Hey all!!  June 18th is coming up fast and I could really use 

your help! I have about 30 pilots that have volunteered to 

fly cargo from KALW to KRNT and then out to KSHN and 

KHQM.  I could use about 10 more pilots.   

If you are tired of drilling holes in the sky and want to put 

your training to good use, this is tremendous opportunity.  

If you are an instructor, this is an excellent training 

opportunity to expose your students to a “real world” 

scenario.  If you are in training, this a great opportunity to 

add to your training experience.   

I also need ground support at BEFA on June 18th.  About 

70 flights will be transiting through our ramp and each one 

will need to be unloaded and loaded. If you are available to 

help with ground ops, please let me know.   

Thanks in advance for being willing to help out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

CFI Steve Kirsch (left) congratulates Pavel Krivopustov 

on soloing 5/22/2022.                        BEFA Facebook post 

 

FAA Standardizing Hot Spot Symbology 

AOPA     May 12, 2022   By Niki Britton 

“The FAA announced it is standardizing hot spot 

symbology as well as verbiage on airport diagrams within 

chart supplements and the Terminal Procedures 

Publications starting May 19.” 

“Hot spots are complex or confusing taxiway and/or 

runway intersections with a history or potential risk of 

collision or runway incursion. They require increased 

attention by pilots.”  

“The FAA continued, ‘currently…[hot spots] are charted 

with a variety of squares, rectangles, circles, ovals, and 

ellipses with no pattern or consistency. Beginning May 

19, 2022, the FAA will standardize these symbols 

to three shapes with two distinct meanings: a circle 

or ellipse for ground movement hot spots and 

cylinder for wrong surface hot spots.’ ” 

 

********************************************** 

See the next page for a visual of the previous symbols, 

and for the new standardized symbols. Graphics are 

courtesy of the FAA. 

 

Renton DART Operation  “Thunder Run” 

Note: Ground Personnel can arrive at 9 AM. 

          Flight Ops will begin at 10 AM. 

 Meet in the RNT Hangar. 
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“Along with the standardization of hot spot symbols the 

FAA will also be ‘introducing Arrival Alert Notices (AAN) at 

several airports with a history of misalignment risk. AANs 

provide a graphic visually depicting the approach to a 

particular airport with a history of misalignment risk. AANs 

will incorporate the new standardized hot spot 

symbology.’ ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle or Ellipse:  “The circles or ellipses will depict ground 

movement hot spots known to cause issues like hold 

short line infractions, approach hold issues, complex 

taxiways, movement/nonmovement boundary area 

issues, tower line-of-sight problems, and marking and 

signage issues. “ 

Cylinder:  “Wrong surface hot spots will be depicted 

with cylinders and indicate locations where aircraft have 

inadvertently attempted to, or depart or land on the wrong 

surface.”  
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JUNE AIRCRAFT RATES 
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Private Pilot Ground School - (6 CEUs) 
• Prepare for beginning private pilot 

flight lessons 

• Study aerodynamics, weather, 
navigation, airport and airspace 
operations, communications, and 
FAA regulations 

• Endorsement provided to take FAA 
written exam upon successful completion 

• $490 (includes all supplies) 

• Boeing Employees check with LTP or 
QTTP for educational voucher 

 

______________________ 

Classes Start: 6/21-8/25  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

NOTE: Classes will be held online (ZOOM) 

______________________ 

For more information call: 
  Oscar Naimi (425) 280-4618 

  BEFA Ground Instructor 

 

Register Today! 

Call 425-267-0150 

or email learn@everettcc.edu 
 

EverettCC.edu/CCEC 

 

   

                                          

 

Everett Community College is a Boeing approved preferred provider school 

Everett Community College does not discriminate based on, but not limited to, race, color, national origin, citizenship, ethnicity, language, 
culture, age, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, pregnancy or parental status, marital status, actual or perceived disability, 
use of service animal, economic status, military or veteran status, spirituality or religion, or genetic information. 

 

 

 

 

 
Learn to Fly with BEFA! 
Morning and evening classes 

Visit www.befa.org 

EVERETT COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Summer 2022 
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City Airport Name 
Airport 

ID 
Restaurant 

Name 
Location 

Website URL 
Check restaurant hours 

In Washington 

Arlington Arlington Airport AWO Ellie’s at the 
Airport 

Midfield Runway 
16/34 East Side 

No website/see Facebook 

Burlington Skagit Regional 
Airport 

BVS Skagit Landing Between Port of 
Skagit & FBO 

www.skagitlanding.com 

East 
Wenatchee 

Pangborn 
Memorial Airport 

EAT Café Pangborn Terminal pangbornairport.com 

Friday Harbor Friday Habor 
Airport 

FHR Ernie’s Café NW Corner, 
opposite parking 

No website/see Facebook 

Gig Harbor Tacoma Narrows 
Airport 

TIB The Hub Adjacent to 
Control Tower 

thehubgigharbor.com 

Moses Lake Grant County Intl 
Airport 

MWH Jet-A-Way Café Terminal Bldg. No website/see Facebook 

Pasco Tri-Cities Airport PSC Tailwind Bar & 
Deli 

Terminal Bldg. tailwindconcessions.com 

Port 
Townsend 

Jefferson County 
Intl Airport 

059 Spruce Goose 
Café 

Adjacent to 
parking apron 

sprucegoosecafe.com 

Puyallup Pierce County 
Airport Thun Field 

PLU Top Gun Bar & 
Grill (must be 21 
years old) 

Midfield West 
Side adjacent to 
parking apron 

topgunbgllc.com 

Richland Richland Airport 
RLD Ann’s Best 

Creole & Soul 
Food Cafe 

Base of Control 
Tower 

No website/see Facebook 

Seattle Boeing Field BFI Cavu Cafe Inside King Cty.  
Terminal Bldg. 

cavucafe.com 

Snohomish Harvey Field 543 Buzz Inn 
Steakhouse 

NE Corner buzzinnsteakhouse.com 

Spokane Felts Field SFF Skyway Café Terminal Bldg. skywaycafe.com 

Walla Walla Walla Walla 
Regional Airport 

ALW Hidden Valley 
Bakery 

Terminal Bldg. hiddenvalleybakery 
@my180.net 

Yakima Yakima Air 
Terminal 

YKM Reno’s on the 
Runway 

Airport Terminal renosontherunway.com 

Note:  Airport restaurant in Bremerton has been under construction and will be opening soon.                                   May 2022 

Source: https://www.portofbremerton.org/media/dynamic/files/1449_WA_State_Airport_Restaurants_+_Nearby_OR-ID_-_16Jan2022_opt.pdf 

$100                    Hamburger Airport Restaurants  
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 Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Mgr., Wes McKechnie         ofc   (425) 271-2332 

2. Asst. Ops Mgr., Jordan Ming      cell   (936) 203-0066 

3. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

4. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

5. Any Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Joel Purificacion 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Bob Guthrie 

Treasurer Harium Martin-Morris 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 

  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

Asst. Operations Manager Jordan Ming 

  Operations Asst. Diana Cassity 

Operations Asst. Saturdays   Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the 

Renton office in an emergency; otherwise contact the 

focal below. 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 
 

 

Billing or Payment Support:       accounting@befa.org 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:        operations@befa.org 

       asst.operations@befa.org 

Newsletter, Website:     asst.office@befa.org 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed: Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEFA Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Facebook Group      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

 

Ne  Newsletter Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 

 
 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

 BEFA Newsletters are available  

      on the BEFA website  

      in News & Events. 
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