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5,12,19,26    Crew Night in BEFA RNT Hangar 
                       Thursdays, 4p–7p 

         19           BEFA Board Meeting, RNT Facility 
   Thursday, 4p  

         21           Annual Membership Meeting & Crab 
Feed, RNT 

                       Saturday, 5p – 8p 

         30           Memorial Day Holiday – No BEFA Staff 
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WELCOME ABOARD! 

  New Members            Share Class        Airport 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Member      New Rating/Date   Instructor(s)   Member                  New Rating/Date      Instructor(s) 

May 

 

 See poster p. 8  
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BEFA Operational Costs 

Your BEFA Board met on April 21, 2022.  Each year at this 

time we review our aircraft rates to determine whether 

any adjustments are warranted.  Fortunately, for the past 

several years we have only made minor (2-3%) 

adjustments for inflation conditions during those periods. 

However, 2022 has become a whole other matter.  We 

are all experiencing in our lives and at BEFA economic 

pressures whether it be supply and demand imbalance, 

rising interest rates, wage/price spirals, supplier 

surcharges, national indices (like CPI at 40-year highs) 

and the aerospace and manufacturing indices at 8% in 

the first three months of 2022; also, at a 43-year high.   

BEFA has implemented actions to acquire spare parts like 

tires and oil filters while we can still find them. Some 

spare parts were ordered last year in anticipation of 

supply chain slowdowns, and we made advance buys on 

certain avionics and upgrades last summer/fall, expecting 

availability delays.  These buys will never be cheaper than 

now. It is becoming apparent that when an aircraft is 

down for maintenance, repair, or upgrades, the 

downtimes will be much longer than our past experience.  

Maintenance “labor poaching” is also impacting 

installations as well. 

In order for BEFA to remain resilient and retain fund 

reserve accounts (such as tbo’s, upgrades, etc.) during 

this challenging time, the Board has adjusted for relatively 

recent & projected inflation impacts and approved a ten 

per cent increase in our dry aircraft rates effective May 1, 

2022.  The May aircraft hourly rates are on page 6 of this 

newsletter. 

Annual Membership Meeting & Crab Feed 

Plans are being finalized for our Annual Membership 

Meeting and Crab Feed – BBQ on May 21st.  We’ll look 

forward to seeing you then.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic Device Use Aboard Airplanes 

You’ve been digging around on YouTube watching the videos 

people have taken from their airplane.  “This is so cool!” you 

think to yourself, and decide maybe you can do it too.  Well, 

can you?  Given the number of videos you’d assume this is 

an easy question to answer, but in reality it’s not. 

Let’s start with a quick review of the use of electronic devices 

from inside the airplane. Most of us use our iPhones (Galaxy 

users forgive me) or iPad to run some form of electronic flight 

bag.  While we’re flying, if a pretty scene presents itself, we 

may grab the phone and snap a picture or short video. From 

time-to-time BEFA has actually encouraged sending in your 

favorite photograph for use in this very newsletter.  

Therefore, it seems safe to assume there’s nothing to it. In 

reality, the FAA is concerned about the use of devices inside 

the airplane.  The devices can cause several issues.  We’ve 

all seen the discussion of the impacts of 5G on radar 

altimeters.  We don’t have radar altimeters in our C-172’s, 

but this is just one very public example. Pilot distractions and 

interference with physical controls immediately come to 

mind.  The FAA has issued a policy statement PS-ACE-23-01-

R1 on the use of personal electronic devices (PED) inside the 

aircraft.  I would advise you to review it.  BEFA has issued 

no directives on the use of devices on the interior of the 

aircraft.  That said, if anything happens and a Safety Review 

Board is convened, the Rules of Operation (ROP) provide the 

Board with direction in rule 19.10 (c).  You can expect them 

to invoke it. 

Installation of External Camera Mount  

Mounting cameras (actually any device) on the outside of the 

aircraft presents some of the same issues along with 

additional concerns.  To the chagrin of some, and the delight 

of others, the FAA has chosen not to provide as much 

direction on these mounts.  There is a 2014 FAA memo 

(M360-8000.1-F-1403-0047) which says that “temporary 

mounts” (be wary of the definition) are not governed by 14 

CFR Part 43.  This has been taken to “allow” temporary 

mounts without any A&P signoff.  The memo goes on to say 

‘The use of these type attachments however are not 

supported by the FAA, and may (in the case of an in-

flight detachment) lead to “careless operations” as 

provided for in CFR sections 91.13 and 91.15.’   

 

 

From your President,  

Bob Ingersoll 

From your Operations Officer,  

Matt Smith 
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Therefore, be forewarned.  There is additional information 

in the June 2016 edition of the FAA Safety Briefing 

magazine (“Flying Photobombs”; pp 22-23), and there is 

an April 2017 AOPA article (“OWNERSHIP: THE UPS AND 

DOWNS OF AERIAL VIDEOS”).  There are mount vendors 

with further information (e.g., flightflix.com; 

nflightcam.com).  Note that BEFA is not endorsing these.  

I’m merely trying to provide background information.  At 

the end of the day, this is a very complex subject. 

There are internal discussions on where BEFA should 

stand, with many subtle issues not to mention the obvious 

ones of liability and insurance.  For example, suppose you 

wish to put a camera on the outside of the airplane while 

you’re training for your PPL.  This could be useful for your 

post-flight session, not to mention a cool Facebook 

posting.  Since you don’t have your certificate, your 

instructor is PIC.  If anything were to happen, they would 

be the one taking the brunt of any FAA (and/or BEFA) 

actions.  In that case, what you do could have significant 

impacts on someone else.  There is a myriad of other 

considerations.  BEFA does not have an official position.  

That could change. As with the internal cameras, if 

something bad happens you can expect BEFA to invoke 

ROP rule 19.10 (c). 

I like looking at the videos as much as anyone else, but 

they are fraught with issues. You need to educate yourself 

before running out, buying something, and placing it on 

a BEFA airplane.  Along with your friends, the FAA and 

BEFA are watching. 

We’ll talk again next month.  Until then, “operate” as if 

your life depends on it, because you just never know. 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News & Request 

I have good news and a request. First, is the good news. 

Two  of our instructors have improved their position in our 

instructor world.   

➢ Brian Jones was approved at our last Board 

meeting to instruct in Complex airplanes.    

➢ More recently, the Board approved Casey 

Johnson as an Instrument instructor.  

 

 

 

 

So far this year most of the pilots who have filled out a Cross 

Country Itinerary form have failed to note a little square on 

the upper right side of the form beside "How many hours to 

next AD".  Some have not filled in the square for a good 

reason. They are scheduling a plane for some time in the 

future and are not sure what the number will be when it 

comes time to make the trip; others just forgot.    

We put that requirement on the form to keep people like me, 

who sometimes take a long trip to Alaska or Wichita, aware 

that when I’m a long way from home my airplane may be 

unworthy before I get back.  Finding a mechanic in some of 

the places we go to can be difficult. 

Here is my request. When you schedule your airplane, put 

in the number of hours to next AD.  Then, I know you are 

thinking about it and I will approve the plan.  Furthermore, 

you will know if you have to make arrangements with Wes 

in advance in case there should be an upcoming problem. 

 

 

 

 

Attaboys for our Volunteers 

Your fellow members continue to pitch in to keep us running 

smoothly, often saving money in the process.  We thank the 

following for their recent contribution. 

★David Tyler for all the office coffee and hot chocolate 

pod donations 

★Bob Hardin for the air compressor repair and 

cleaning 

★All those who cleaned the office inside and out, 

hangar and ramp as well as washed an airplane on Spring 

Cleaning Day, outstanding! 

★Joerg and Janik Zender for continued cleaning and 

sorting of the hangar    

 

From your Safety Officer,  

Bob Guthrie 

From your Operations Manager,  

Wes McKechnie 
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          N735LH Paint Project     4/5/2022 

 

 

(below) It’s back on BEFA RNT ramp 4/30/2022 
with a new paint job, windscreen and door seals! 

 

 

 

 

 

Grievance 

Paine Field Pilots: 

On April 11, 2022 BEFA was notified today that 739BT and 

737WS were BOTH found with all three doors unlocked, no 
control wheel lock-in, and no pitot cover. Also, the flaps 

were extended to 30 degrees.  

Reminder to all BEFA Pilots: 

As an Association, we have to ensure our aircraft are left 

in the proper and secure post-flight conditions. 

                 BEFA Spring Cleaning Event 

 

A  thank you to all the 

volunteers who helped to organize, 
clean, toss, and scrub  to  get  the  

hangar, ramp, and outside the office glistening in the 

sunshine. Even a few airplanes were washed. Yes, we did 

have sunshine in the afternoon.   

 

 

 

From your Assist. Operations Manager,  

Jordan Ming 
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And inside the facility, you can locate the parts in the 

Parts Room easily. Also, you can actually walk into the 
Storage area underneath the stairs and see the 

supplies. 

 

This was so much fun we will have to do it again soon, 

well maybe not so soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

FAA announces pilots can track medical 

applications in real time 

AOPA   April 21, 2022     by Amelia Walsh 

“The FAA has added a new feature to its online MedXPress 

process, allowing pilots to track their medical applications 

in real time—a welcome sign that the agency is working to 

modernize its outdated systems. 

Beginning April 15, all new applicants signing into 

MedXPress accounts will be able to see their real-time 

application status on a dashboard. The system is designed 

so that pilots will no longer need to call the Office of 

Aerospace Medicine for updates. Those with applications 

prior to that date will be able to see any new activity on 

the dashboard when new action is taken on their case. This 

process will not alleviate the current backlog of 

applications. 

Status updates will change as the application moves 

through the FAA’s review process and will be listed as: 

pending, in review, additional information requested, final 

medical review, and complete. 

If an application is deferred or denied, the applicant will 

receive additional detailed information via mail. 

Additionally, pilots will be able to see when documents are 

scanned into the system.” 

 

 

 

 

 

See > 2022 Calendar Air Shows in the West > p. 9 
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MAY AIRCRAFT RATES 
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     Source:  https://www.milavia.net/airshows/calendar/showdates-2022-north_america.html  
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Date Event Airport Location 

MAY  

07 May Estrella Warbirds Wings & Wheels Paso Robles Municipal Airport Paso Robles, CA 

13-15 May Travis AFB Wings Over Solano Open 

House & Air Show 

Travis AFB Fairfield, CA 

14-15 May Fairchild AFB Inland Northwest Skyfest Fairchild AFB Spokane, WA 

20-22 May Oregon International Air Show - 

Hillsboro 

Portland-Hillsboro Airport Hillsboro, OR 

21 May Gathering of Warbirds Reunion Madera Municipal Airport Madera, CA 

27-30 May LA Fleet Week LA Waterfront Los Angeles, CA 

JUNE  

11 Jun Felts Field Neighbor Day Felts Field  Spokane, WA 

18-19 Jun Moses Lake Air Show Grant County Int'l Airport Moses Lake, WA 

JULY  

25-31 Jul EAA AirVenture Wittman Regional Airport OshKosh, WI 

29-31 Jul Tri-City Water Follies - Over the River 

Air Show 

Kennewick Pasco, WA 

30-31 Jul Arctic Thunder Air Show 2022 Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, AK 

AUGUST  

05-07 Aug Seafair 2022 Boeing Air Show Lake Washington  Seattle, WA 

19-21 Aug Oregon International Air Show - 

McMinnville 

McMinnville Municipal Airport McMinnville, OR 

20 Aug Arlington Fly-In Arlington Municipal Airport Arlington, WA 

20-21 Aug Wings Over Camarillo Air Show Camarillo Airport  Camarillo, CA 

26-27 Aug Airshow of the Cascades Madras Municipal Airport Madras, OR 

SEPTEMBER  

24-25 Sep MCAS Miramar Air Show MCAS Miramar San Diego, CA 

24-25 Sep California International Airshow Salinas Municipal Airport  Salina, CA 

 

https://www.milavia.net/airshows/calendar/showdates-2022-north_america.html
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 Contact in the order of: 

1. Ops Mgr., Wes McKechnie         ofc   (425) 271-2332 

2. Asst. Ops Mgr., Jordan Ming      cell   (936) 203-0066 

3. Emergency/Semi-Emergency     text   (206) 384-9680 

4. Ops Officer, Matt Smith 

5. Any Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

Renton Maintenance: 

In the event no other contact above is available, call 

          Ace Aviation directly   (425) 204-0845. 

 

Contact information can be obtained from Flight 

Schedule Pro; navigate to People. 

 

Board of Directors 

President  Bob Ingersoll 

Vice President Joel Purificacion 

Operations Officer Matt Smith  

Safety Officer Bob Guthrie 

Treasurer Harium Martin-Morris 

Secretary Aaron Balog 

 

  Staff      (425) 271-2332 

Operations Manager Wes McKechnie 

Asst. Operations Manager Jordan Ming 

  Operations Asst. Diana Cassity 

Operations Asst. Saturdays   Yvonne Pipkin 

Accountant Millicent Rhoades  

 

There are no phones at this time. Please call the 

Renton office in an emergency; otherwise contact the 

focal below. 

PAE Coordinator 
Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Maintenance Casey Johnson 

PAE Facilities & 
Support 

Oliver Meier  

Casey Johnson 

PAE Safety Focal 
Steve Kirsch 

Mike Dubbury 

Oliver Meier 
 

 

Billing or Payment Support:       accounting@befa.org 

General Inquires or Information:   office@befa.org 

Operations Support:        operations@befa.org 

       asst.operations@befa.org 

Newsletter, Website:     asst.office@befa.org 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Volunteers are welcomed: Join our team and help 
post/moderate any of our social media accounts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BEFA Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Facebook Group      

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BEFA.Washington/ 

BEFA Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/befa.washington/ 

BEFA Twitter 

https://twitter.com/BEFA_Washington 

 

 

Ne  Newsletter Editor:  Yvonne Pipkin 

 
 

BEFA AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ISSUES 

OFFICERS & STAFF 

EVERETT OFFICE CONTACTS 

 BEFA Newsletters are available  

      on the BEFA website  

      in News & Events. 
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